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PREFACE 


Wiru the exception of the death of the Senior Empress Dowager in the 
third month, the year 1881 has been, politically speaking, an uneventful 
one for China as compared with its immediate predecessors. One of its 
most noticeable features, as evidenced in the pages of the Gazette, is the 


_rapid recovery of the North Western portions of the Empire from the 


disolating effects of the late military occupation ; ‘the rapidity ’—to use — 
words employed by the Administrator of that region in one of his 
memorials—‘ with which heaps of ruins are being converted into busy 
places of trade.’ 

The year 1881 has also been marked by the introduction of the 
Telegraph into China under Government patronage ; but no hint of this 
important innovation, or of the deliberations which must have preceded 


* such a step, has appeared in the Gazette. 


Indeed, foreigners and foreign appliances are but rarely alluded to 
in the Peking Gazette. As instances to the contrary during the past year 
may be cited the Memorials of Tso Tsung-t‘ang (Feb. 7-8), reporting the 
establishment in Kansuh of a woollen manufactory and other industries 
under foreign superintendence; and a Memorial from Li Hung-chang 
(Dec. 30), on the subject of the Kaiping Coal Mines. 

But while the discussion of important international questions finds no 
place in the Gazette, its pages are none the less valuable as containing 
many curious illustrations of Chinese customs and habits of thought, and 
in this respect the present volume will be found to amply sustain the 
interest of the series. 

Care has, as before, been taken to collect all statistics of revenue that 
have been published. 


SHANGHAI, 1882. 
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INDEX 


TO THE 


PEKING GAZETTE 


FO. 


1881. 


»%* » For purposes of classification, with a view to ready reference, the contents 
of the Peking Gazette, as translated in this volume, have been indexed under six 
principal heading, viz :—Court Affairs, Judicial and Revenue Administration, Civil — 
and Military Administration, Instruction, Worship and Usages, External Relations, 
and the Provinces. Under each of these main divisions, the subjects are still further 
arranged in appropriate categories. 

\ 


I.—COURT AFFAIRS, 











Assault on eunuch—Penalties inflicted..,..,.........se0ccee0 Jan. 4, 6, 12, 13, 
Fish from Kirin .........cccssssccssescessscceessseessseeesssseesecees Feb, 23, 
Imperial Stud Court—Abuses in ............0006 ateessossiaees Apr. 6, 25, June 12, 24, 25, 
Death of Empress Dowager.............00 eepsuwerssteces .. April 9. 
Do. Term of Mourning .......... « April 11. 
Do. Tribute offerings guspended. April 11. 
Do. Posthumous title selected ... April 11, 19, May 5. 
Do. Name of Mausoleum ......... April 19, 
Do. Testamentary proclamation 
; sent to Corea wee May 7, 21. 
Imperial Obsequies—Removal of remains ........... vee April 12, 
Do. Crowding of Servants ...............00 April 29, May 14, 
Do. Board of Astronomy to fix a date... July 29. 
Do. Funeral Coremonies............00000006+ Aug. 5, 14, 
Do. Emperor and Empress will not 
proceed to Tung Ling ............ Oct. 1, 12. 
Do. High Officers deputed ...............06 Oct. 6. 
Do. . Consideration to be shewn to com- 
moon people ..........ccccesseeeeees Oct. 12, 
Do. Emperor will escort remains to 
Tung Chih Mén ............ccceee Oct. 14. 
Do. Act of Clemency ...........:ceecee eee eee Oct, 14, 
Do. Remission of land tax en route ...... Oct, 16, . 
Do, No trampling on Imperial road ... Oct. 20. 
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Imperial Obsequies—Officials deputed to enter tomb ... Oct. 22, 










Do. Route of cortdge ........ccceseeceesenees Oct, 26. 

Do. Donations to troops.. Nov. 1, 3, 7, 10, 20. 

Do. His Majesty papa to in the 

street ......... seas risectuaeats Nov. 1. 

Do. Termination of...... shosweshacata Nov, 22. 
Imperial Hunting Park—Poachers in ........ siccssecaeeee Apr. 27, May 12, 
Veritable Records—Airing and dusting of |............0+ May 29. 
Emperor’s Birthday—Ceremonies upon  ..........seseeeeeeee July 7. 

+ Gingeng for Palace ..........ccccesccceeseeseeseeeseseeee laweadeesees July 16, Nov, 7 
Recovery of Empress Dowager—Rewards conferred ...... July 20. 
Completion of chronicles of Tung Chib..............ccscceeeee Aug. 9. 

Guard at gates of Forbidden City—Inefficient nature of. Sept. 15, 25. 
OouEh Mreges ivisiccsivctessivesiccsccsetece oss ccccosceaast coveszaceees Sept. 20, Nov. 7, 9, 27, 29. 
Collected essays, etc., of sovereign of present dynasty 

published ............cccceseeceeeceeseseeeeeeceeeeeseneeeaae ees ~ Sept. 27. 
Unauthorised entry into the Palace grounds ..............6 Sept. 28. 
Bamboo shoots for Emperor..........cccessessssseseseceseeeseeees Oct. 14. 
Silver fish for Emperor Oct, 21. 
Birthday of Empress—No reception ............ccsseceeseeeeee Oct. 23, Nov. 26. 
Imperial donations to charitable institutions, eto.......... Nov. 6, 20, Dec. 2, 9, 13. 
Almanac presented to Emperor ........:ce:cccsseseeceeseeeeeaee Nov. 22, 
Present of sacrificial cakes to Grand Secretaries ......... Nov. 23. 
Promotion of Princesses Imperial .............:.scsssesseeeeees Dec. 17. 

MAUSOLEA, 

Loss of Silver Plate ......... dasadessssgovoeseaasosssseeses weuaseeee Jan. 19. 
Mausoleum of Emperor T’ung Chih—Special service by 

Abbot sent by Dulaidama ............cccsceseeeereneseenee Jan. 20. 
Ming Tombs—Encroachments on land round............060 May 19, 22. 
Mausoleum of Senior Empress—Preparation of road to, 

and guard houses .........sssessseceresssseeseres May 31. 
Do. do. Commencement of before date 
fixed by astrologers—Penalty inflicted...... June 17, 


Travelling places on way to Tung Ling require repairs... Sept. 7. 


IMPERIAL MANUFACTORIES, 


Hangchow—Silka and Satins from.............cceecceeeeseeeee April 16. 
Do. Change of Superintendents ..................... June 30. 
Soochow—Silks, &c. for Palace Aug. 12, 20. 

Nanking—Silks for Funeral ............ccccccssseeesscenneeeeee Sept. 11. 
Hangchow GOs: Sseedecaiasaessitecsstuasatesssacaeesese 
Kiukiang—Porcelain—Grand indent........... 
Nanking—Remittance to Peking ..........cccesceeseeceeeeeeee 








IL—JUDICIAL AND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION, 


REVENUE, : 
Deficit in stock of cash in mint ............cceccccsees ceccceuee Jan. 1. 
sasbabaeveosen’ June 18, 
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Kwang-tung—Fourth instalment, 1890............. sesesseceee Fan. 2, 
















Do, Salt Revenue May 4, Oct. 5, Jane 10. 
Do. do. Revenue officers allowed to 
. CAFTY ATMS ......ecseeeee June 18. 
Do. Romittances ...........cccccseceececeeeeecouerenees June 18, Aug, 16, Sep. 21. 
Do. Debt of Canton Customs...............-0... Sept. 19. 
Peking—Oil brokers—Frauds perpetrated by. edad Mar. 18, Apr. 7 
Do. Customs and Octroi—Deficit in.. Saseaiveenees Oct, 7. 
Do. Live Stock and House Daty ...........ccscceeeeeeee June 30, July 10, Aug. 2, 
, 12, 13. 
Anhui—Feng-yang Customs April 2, Aug. 20 
Hunan—Remittanoces ............. Pe wee Aug. 12, 
Do. Lekin on Salt ...........cccccneeee sé a Sept. 13. 
Manchuria—Smuggling of ginseng............ sesssceeee April 12, 
Do. Duty on ginseng......... oe sessecseeeeee Suly 15. 
Do, New tax on grain ...... eee as May 10. 
Do. Duty on wood, 1880 July 18. 
Do. do. Kao-liang for wine making purposes Oct. 14. 
- Do, Proposal to dispense with subsidy from 
Homan .....sesccsccsceeesseesceeeeuncscoseenens Dec. 4. 
Chékiang—Remittances on account of salt ................. April 19. 
Do, do, do. land tax ............ May 18, June 19, July 6, 
Aug. 9, 29. 
Do. do. other accounts .................. July 29, 30, Aug. 5. 
Sbhantung—Remittances from .........ceccccssssssceesseseeceesee Ap. 24, June, 17, Aug. 18> 
Nov. 14 - 


Do. Lin-ching Customs—Causes of deficit in 


FOCCIPEB i i.iececcsedaesececcavnavesseeisessetssas 
Do. Wreck of Hankwang 
Sha Hu Pass—Surplus duty at .......... 





Examination of Lekin collectorates 
Government post roads—Returus of expenditure called 
LOG ei scaeddaediee pep sdeavesueenesdacsoaceocssae'cnsueccesconedaverdes Dec. 29. 
Newchwang—Lekin at .. nae oes April 26, Aug. 18. 
Hupei—Remittanoes .............. ae Apr. 27, May 19, July 16. 
Do. Lekin on Salt May 4, 13, 23, June 28, 
29, 30. 















Do, = Foreign Customs Revenue ..........ccsee oe cece eens July 2. 
Honan—Stations in—List of ......c.... ceessecseseceeeeceeenee April 28, 
Do. Remittances we June 30, Aug. 26, 
Chibli—Land rent for Board of War Aug. 30. 
Do. Kalgan Customs—Deficit ............cecseessseseeeeee Sept. 7. 
Do. ‘Tientsin Native Customs ............. wee Aug. 3, 
Kiangsi—Extra Land Tax—Asseasment ..,. Deo. 5. 
Do. Auti-extortion fund—Deficit in .............00 Deo. 14. 
Kuangsi—Lekin collection—A buses in .......... secssseee April 20, 
Do. Remittances from .........cccsecscssccctceeceeeeees May 29, 
Do. Kan Customs—Deficit .......ccccceeceeecescceeeeeee May 29. 


Kiangsu—Shanghai Native Customs—Remittance from. April 29. 
Huai-an—Salt trade— Difference between Szechuen and 
Huai-an weights...........ccccssscccssececeseees June 19, 
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Huai-an—Objections to increase of licenses................ July 26, 








Native Maritime Customs—Remittances from .... July 31. 
Do. do. Daty on Opium ....... .. Dee. 6. 
Do. do. Money in hand ............... Dec, 24. 
Szechuen—Salt supply to Yiionan and Kueichow—Num- 
ber of licenses and value of .........:......+6 May 10. 
Salt Department—Gov. General applies for copper seal.. July 5. 
Salt Revenue—Estimated value Of...........csssccsssssoreeeee. July 5. 
Fuhkien—Remittances from ..........s0se0«. May 13, 23, Nov. 8. 
Do. Subsidy to Moukden and Ii Ey Aug. 6. 
Shansi—Remittances from ...............ccccoseeceseeeeesceees May 26, June 14, Aug. 5. 
Kueichow—Customs Revenues for 1877, 1878 and 1879.. .. May 30. 
CRIME. 
Szechuen—Statistics of crime in........ beaedsve sosesecsccersre Jan, 3. 
Chibli—Murder of a family at Luan-o’héng Hesien......... Jan, 14, 

Do. Fratricide at Wu-ch’iao Haion  ............s00cceee Feb. 14. 
Peking—Robbery of Treasury—Blue Banner Corps ...... Feb. 4, 26. 

Do. Despoilers of graves sent for trial ...............66 July 10. 
Shantung—Paricide by maniac ............cc.ccsccessesessenees Jan, 23. 
Feng-tien—Suspicious murder case—Trial transfered to 

Peking .......... sda sdasivedacsivesseesse eiiecesaas Feb, 10, 24, Mar. 26, Ap. 2 
Kirin—Abduction by titled officer of Chinese girl......... Feb. 16. 
Kiangsi—Double murder committed by blind man ...... June 25. 

Do. Double murder...............s006 acascsacdeave isassaeees Sept. 5. 
Kiangsu—Murder on the Tai Hu ............... davicadauceaate Aug. 19. 

Man driven to suicide by false accusation .............. ve Aug, 29, 


Criminal protests his innocence on execution ground ... Sept. 3. 











Brigandage in Hunting grounds of Jehole Sept. 9. 
Sbantung—Lunatic murders his father ........ Sept. 12. 
Chahar—Robbery of Treasure ............. Sept. 17 
Chihli—Matricide by lunatic ......... Sept. 21 
Kueichow—Adultery and murder... Sept. 23, 
Ohékiang—Incest and murder .............ccsesessseeeeeneeees Oct. 3. 
Peking—Prisoner appeal against sentence of death ...... Oct. 5. 
Urumts‘i—Adultery and murder ..........ccccccsseesseseeees Oct. 14, 
Feng-t’ien—Prisoner poisons himself ............ss0.seseeee Oct. 19. 
Shéusi—Prisoner summarily executed at scene of crime, Oct. 22. 
Honan—Robbery and rape .........ccssccsecsecssececeeeeeesenes Nov. 5. 
Szechuen—Execution of Brigand .........0.......00008 Nov. 13. 
Shantung—Poisoming .........scsccececsseqeecoeeseeeeceeeeeeeeeee Nov. 23, Dec. 7. 
Kuangsi—Sub-prefect kicked to death. sdeuouteweesesentoics Nov, 28. 
Kiangsi—Robbery of bones from cemetery .................5 Dee. 19, 
Kirin—Adultery, murder, and attempted to escape from 
prison ‘ Dee. 21. 
Do. Adultery and suicide .............cccccsesceeee edsvastes Dec, 21. 
SEDITION. 

Hunan—Suppression of rising in ............ cece eeseeseeeee ees Jan. 6. 
Szechuen Do, Oe idbaaticcuassconsavaeeevieas ~ Feb. 10, May 22, 
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Kueichow—Supression and capture of leader... 





Hupei DOs _ scasvenesceceesceeesaseee etsusucctoddaeetenet 
Brigandage, Honan—Extirpated ............cccccccccsesseeeee 

Do.  Tsitschar—Dispersal of bandits biased 
Sedition, Hupei—Suppressed ............... cseeeeeeeere beesier 


JUDICIAL. | 


Condemned criminals who have been ae three 


times—Disposal of 


Robbery with violence—Delay in settlement of cases of 


Do. Proposed alteration of law...... 
Uliasut?ai—Lamas charged with sorcery—Irregularities 
at trial of .. 


Indebtedness of Bank to ‘ie Gavertment Bennlly? ‘for 


bankruptcy 


Jehole—Outstanding suits 


Procedure at Office of Gendarmerie—Scandalous nature of 
Protest against vigour of law in case of Magistrates not 

exercising due surveillance over their dependants... 
Jehole—Protest of Governor against alteration in pro- 


cedure as regards brigandages, &c. 


Kirin— 
Hei-lung Chiang 


do. 
do. 


do. 
do. 


Kirin— Assistant Sub-prefect to reside at Shwang-cheng 
Pu and sub-district Dep. Mag. at La-ling, 


Jehole—Number of capital cases disposed of 


GRAIN TRANSPORT. 


Empty grain Junks—Difficulties attending return to the 


Lo) | 
Kiangsu—Departure of grain fleet from Shanghai . 


sence 





Poor quality of tribute rice ......... cee eeeeeeees deeeseese daese 


. 


Grain TRIBUTE. 


Chékiang—Amount sent forward from Hangchow, Kia- 


hing, and Huchow, &c 
Kiangsu—Instalment sent by sea 


Shantung—Collection of grain tax—Charges refuted 


Kiangsu—Complaints as to quality of rice 
Loss of grain junk at Taku 
Proposal to grow rice in Chihli and require silver from 


provinces 


Junks from Kiangsi—Silver to be forwarded to 1 


instead 


RIvers, 


Tientsin 


Grand Canal—Proposed new entrance into northern 


section from Yellow River 
Shantung—Repairs to bank of Yellow River 
Grand Canal—Preparations for passage of grain fleet 
Water-ways of Chihli—Cleaning of 
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Mar. 18, Apr. 8. 
June 2, 12, 
Aug. 26. 


June 3. 

July 11. 
Aug. 18. 
Sept. 2. 
Sept. 5. 
Nov. 19. 
Dee. 3. 

Dec. 11, 


Dec. 
Dec. 


22 


24. 


Jan. 7. 
April 15, 19. 
Aug. 6. 


Mar. 26, April 19. 

April 15, May 12, June 19. 
May 3. 

June 10. 

June 23, 


Nov. 7. 


Dec. 2. 


Mar. 12. 
April 6. 
April 13. 
May 25, June 6, 18, July 1. 


Chihli—Repairs to embankments 
Construction of bridge at Tsun-yi ... 
Pay of workmen'on Grand Canal ... 
Embankment of Yellow River...............s00e0066 

Yellow River—Summer freshets safely past ............... Sept. 12. 
Foochow—River dredged............ccsssecesssscesseeceeessceeees Oct. 4. 
Han Ho—Works have resisted freshets .............00006 0 Oct. 24. 







Tibetan incense offered to river God Pesecces Nov. 2. 
Shantung—Autumn freshets ...............ccccccccesedccccceees Nov. 13. 
Kiangeu—Contemplated drainage of Hung-tse lake esses Nov. 27. 
- Chibli—Repairs to Yung-ting River ..............sccscecseeeee Dec. 24. 
Cuaritigs, &c. 
Warm Refuge, Peking—Additional grant ...............05 June 15. 
Chihli—Grant to flooded districts ................. 





Peking—Grants to charitable institutions : 
Private contribution of 1,000 piculs of grain, rewarded... Mar. 23. 


III.—CIVIL AND MILITARY ADMINISTRATION. 


Civ, APProInTMENTS. 





Chang Chih-tung, Secretary Grand Secretariat ........... June 28. 
Chang Yao, Assistant Administrator, New Dominion ... Oct. 16. 
Chang Fu-nien, Grain Taotai, Kiang-an ............066 see Jan. 8. 
Chang K‘ai-sung, Judge, Szechnen ............cceceeceeeeeeee Sept. 10. 
Ch‘en Shih-chieb, Governor, Chehkiang Oct. 16. 
Ch‘ien Kuei-sén, Groom of Library ................. ccc eeeeee Oct. 5. 
Chih Ho and Ching Show, Superintendents of Peking 

Customs ...cceccceeceeceeeeeeeseeeeeeeeteentanees + Sept. 8. 
Ching Hain, Vice-President, Board of Punishment ...... Jan, 4, 
Chih Ho, President Board of War ................cccceeeeeeeees Dec. 5. 


Ch‘ung Li, Junior Vice-President Board of Revenue ... Dec. 5. 
Chou H‘eng-ch’i, Director-General, Grain Transport ... June 11. 


Chou Chia-wei, Minister, Tsung-li Yamén ................... Deo. 19. 
Cha I-tseng, Civil Vice-Governor, Feng-t‘ien.............08 Dee. 31. 
Hai Ch‘ang, Governor, Ourga ............cccceesesceneeeeeeeeeene May 5. 


Haia Chia-hao, Vice-President Board of Punishments... May 10. 
Heiieh Yiin-shéng, Vice-President Bd. of Punishments, May 10. 


Heit Fu, Vice-President Board of War... ie Oct. 20. 
Hei Chén, Junior Vice-President Board of Civil Office... Dee. 5. 

Hwang T‘i-fang, Chief Supervisor of Instruction ......... Dec, 31. 
Jen Tao-jung, Governor, Shantung June 11. 
Kang Yi, Judge, Kiang-si ............... Oct. 16. 





Kuai Té-piao, Judge, Hupei Oct. 5. 
Kuang Ying, Superintendent Imperial Manufactories ... Feb. 16. 





Kuei Hsiang, Governor, Uliasut’ai May 5. 
Kung I-t‘u, Judge, Kwangtung ......... Sept. 10. 
Kuo Ying, Judgo, Chihli 0. eee eee June Il. 
Kuang Shou, President Board Civil Office oo... Dec. 5. 
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K‘uei Jun, Senior Vice-President Board of Clvil Office... Dee. 5. 

























Lin Shu, President Mongolian Superintendency............ Dec. 5. 
Li Ho-nien, Governor, Honan..........ccsessessseseeseeees we Oct. 5. 
Li Hung-tsao, President Board of War Feb. 2. 
Do. Assistant Grand Secretary .... July 24. 
Li P’ei-ching, Governor, Kiangau .. June 11. 
Li Ping-hsien, Prefect, Yung-ping Fa, ‘Chibi... vee Jan, 21, 
Ling Kuei, Grand Secretary ..........:ssssseseeesessesees «. Dee. 5. 
Liao Shou-heng, Sub-Chancellor Grand Secretariat ...... Nov. 27. 
Liao Shou, Chief Supervisor of Instruction ............... July 10. 
Lin Chao-yiian, Governor, Kueichow Oct. 5. 
Liu Ching-t‘ang, Imperial Envoy and Military Coumptrol- 
ler, New Dominion Oct. 16. 
Liu Ao, ‘laotai, T’aiwan May 5. 
Lo Fang-ol’i, Governor, Kueichow May 5. 
Do. Director-General, Yellow River Oct. 5. 
Lu Fu-lin, Judge, Szechuen ..........ssccsssecescecsececeeseeee May 5. 
Do. Financial Commissioner, Szechuen ...... Sept. 10. 
Mei Ch’i-chao, Vice-President Board of Revenue May 13. 
Do, do. Board of War ...........0648 May 23. 
Do. do. Director-General, Yellow 
River icesiscccescessaevess Oct. 20. 
Ni Wén-wel, Treasurer, Kwang-si.........ccccccccscesessceeees Sept. 10. 
O-erh-ch‘ing-o, Assistant Administrator, Kobdo ......... May 5. 
P’an Tsu-yin, Direotur-General State Historiographer’s 
OFC... eeseceee ceettecseeeesssesseeretasesesesiae eesee Feb. 2. 
Pao C’hang, Expositor, Han-lin..... April 5. 
P‘ang Chi-yiin, Treasurer, Hunan... . Oct. 5. 
Pao-t‘ing, Junior Vice-President Board of Rites ......... Dee. 5. 
Shao-chéng, Vice-President Board of Revenue ............ Jan, 4, 
Shén Jing-k‘uei, Treasurer, Kueichow ..... Oct. 5. 
Shén Pao-ching, Treasurer, Fukien .......... Oct. 16. 
Shéng T’ai, Assistant-Governor of Ili. ............cccceeeseee June 11. 
Shéug An, Military Commandant Yuchen, Ili ._......... Oct. 16. 
Sun Yi-ching, Vice-President Board of Revenue ... May 10. 
Do. Literary Chancellor, Shun-t’ien Fu May 15. 
Sung Chiin, Financial Commissioner, Chibli ............... June ll, 
T‘an Chung-lin, Governor-General, Shanhan ....... «» Oct, 16, 
Ting Pao-chéng, Governor-General, Szechuen ............ May 15. 
Ts’éu Yii-ying, Governor, Fub-kiew .............ccccccseseeeee May 5. 


Teéng Chi-tsé, Vice-Director Imperial Clan Court......... June 14, 
Tseng Kuo-ch‘iian, Gov. General Shénsi and Kansu ... Feb. 28. 
Tso Tsung-t’ang, Chief Superinteudent Board of War... Feb. 27. 


Do. Minister of the T'sung-li Yaméu......... Feb. 27, 

Do. Member of the Grand Council............ Feb. 27. 

Do: Governor-General, Two Kiang (and 
Superintendent of Trade) ......... Oct. 28, 


T‘u Tsung-ying, Governor Hunan .............0ccccccceeeees 
Wan Ch’ing-li, Chancellor, Han-lin , 
Wang Si-ta, Taotai Hui-ch‘ao-chia Circuit, Kwangtung, Oct. 16. 
Wei Jung-kuang, Governor of Shangi ...............00.0..... Feb. 28, 
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Wei Kuang-shou, Judge of Kansu ......ccccccccccceececes teve 
Wen ‘ung-ho, Chancellor Imperial Academy 
Wen Lung, District Magistrate, Wuhu .......... aa roeeetsee 
Wu Ta-chéug, Director, Court of Imperial Stud ......... 
Wu Te-pu, Financial Commissioner, Yunnan......... 
Wula-hsi-ch’ung-ah, President, Censorate ...... 






Wéu-yu, Assistant Grand Secretary ........... snveasecesuiee ses 
Yang Chéang-chiiu, Assistant Administrator, New 
Dominion 00... cseceecsesee eee 

Do. Treasurer, isa : 





Yeh Po-ying, Judge, Shénsi 


¥i Pei-shén, Judge of Kueichow .......ceeceseeee inane tans 
Ying Jui, Superintendent of Huai-au Customs ............ 
Yu Po-ch‘uan, Governor, Shun-t’ien Fa ..... isedesesncsdcces 


Miurtary APPOINTMENTS. 


Canton Prefect, Shé Pe‘i-hsiian, directed to vacate post 
Ch‘ang Hii dismissed .............. sbesnesesens eeesceane 
Chao Chi-yiian (brother-in-law of Li Hung- aaa} 
Genoumoed  sosiicscccdicsscis covssevevsdardevaveesensavecesadsrs 
Ch‘eng ‘I'su-kao forced to retire .. Baceceges 
Chihli—Provisional Government “of, during Govertice: 
General’s absence ....... 
Chi Ho, Tartar General, ‘Haugshow. retires to tend aged 
. mother , se eeasenseeeoerceseccceseecsesecescessees 
Chi Shan, late Governor. General of Shankan, ‘proposal 
to erect a temple to .............. Scab Gesicuvaetsecweceacsees® 
Ch’i Yuan, Tartar General at Ch‘eng-tu ....c.cecsecseeeees 
Do. Governor, Kirin, takes office ......scsceeseeceeees 
Do, Audience for instructions................ adagdivewae 
Do. Privilege accorded of riding in Forbidden City 
Ch‘ien Hsi, Military Lieutenant-Governor, Ch‘a-lar 
Chou Heng-ch‘i hands over to Jén ‘Tao-jung ........ dewaces 











Chou Chia-mei expiry of mourning term..... 

Ch‘iian Chung-t’ang given a month’s leave .. a 
Do. applies to vacate post............ccc00. 

Chiia T’ai, Deputy Lieutenant-General, Canton ......... 
Chiin Chi pays his respects on return to Peking............ 
Ch’un Kuang, Superintendent of Customs, Canton, takes 
OFGCO oo... seccseceecee eee eases secdseieniieiocseesaens seascceseeces 
Cl’ung Huan, Commandant of Forces, Guchén ........ sade 
Do. Commandant of Guchen, retires to tend 
his sick father.........c.ssececsee ences 

Chung Ch‘i, Military Governor, Feny-tien .... ..........0 
Chung Fu, Treasurer, Hunan, summoned to Peking to 
awaié re-employment... .ceecccseesesccesseteeeesseeevesen 


Chung Kwang and Ch‘iiu Ch‘e, in and out Superinten- 
dents of Canton Customs ..0... 0... ccccceseeseeeeeee soee 
Departure of Minister to America 
District Magistrate, Shanghai, departure to Peking 
postpoueds so. vercdepcsneseseeviveatceissccecszeasdas cecbatents 
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Feb. 6. 
Oct, 16. 
Oct. 5. 
Jan, 14, 
Sept. 21. 
May 5. 


Nov. 19, 
Jan, 2, 


Sept. 2, 
July 8. 


Oct. 25, 
Dec. 17, 28. 


Dec, 23, 
Sept. 1. 
June 26, 
Dee. 5. 

Dec, 5. 
Sept. 1. 

Oct, 22. 
Dec. 19. 
Sept. 17, 27. 


“Oct. 17, 31. 


April 1. 
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—_ 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Kansu—Locusts, negligence of prefect of Ning-hsia 


Do. 
Do. 


Do. 


Do. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Fight amongst junkmen in Kien-ming Fu ... 


Earthquake in Formosa........ 


Proposed draining of Ta-chia 


Earthquake, relief to sufferers 


marsh, "Paruoes 


Provisional Government in absence of Governor- 


General 


Manufacture of woollen and silk fabrics ......... 


Improvements in 
Military entrenchments 
Enrthquike 
Establishment of Magistracies, 

pleted 





etc., towns com- 


Chékiang—R-turus of population for 1880 . ie 
Repair of coast reservoirs aud dit, detenoes, 


Do. 


Shantung—Working of mines is suggested 


Do. 


Do. 


Forgery of Decrees 


Shansi—Repair of great trade road 


Recommendation of private remit....... sidugeetees 
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Mar. 30. April 21. 


June 7. 
Sept, 7. 
Sept. 17. 
Sept. 18. 


Oot. 18. 
Nov. 24. 
Oct, 20. 
June ll. 
Dec. 12. 
Nov. 1. 

Dec. 13. 
Dec, 8. 

Dec. 13. 


Nov. 6. 

Dec. 27, Jan. 7. 
Feb, 28. 

Feb. 28. 

May 25. 

Aug. 8. 

Aug. 4. 

Sept. 22. 

Sept. 18, Dec. 16. 
Oot. 16, 


Jan, 25, 
Mar. 2. 
June 9. 
Dec. 15. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb, 


Nov. 





xvii 


Yiiunan—Aborigines on Kueichow frontier, reforms in 


Government Of .........cccceeeeseeeceeteeeeeeeeues 

Do, Weather during 1881, water dragons ............ 
Do. Copper mines at Tung-ch‘ eis Taotai to super- 
INbONG -5cccdivcsceccvecausdiecesendessvenssevcdeacecys 
Chihli—Tung-ming Hsien registered as ‘‘ difficult” ...... 
Do. Completion of earth wall and moat round Tien- 
tein BUbUTDB............ cece eeeeeeee coeesceeeee ees 

Do. Changes in administration of Fu-shih-kou, 
Chang-chia-kou and To-lun-kou......... teeees 

Do. Proposed opening of iron mines, Kaiping ......... 
Do. Purchase of kaoliang straw for river works ...... 


Do. Harvest plentiful. 
Honan—Sericulture in . ; 
Szechuen—Destructive fire iu Ya. slow Pas SUeicicicewSeass 





Do. Flood in Yén-yuan Haien ........ cece eee eee 
Do. do. Mao-kung Ting..........c. ccsecsseseeeee 
Do. Fire, Chieng-tu ......ccceecseecesessceessceeeeeene ees 
Do. Voluntary subscription throughout proviuce 
FOF 1882. csisciteascecdocsesssecoseassesceesasseessncss 
Kuangtung—Weising lottery, prohibitions enunciated.. 
Hunan—Government of the Yao-min ...........ccccccecee eee 
Do. Construction of junk ..........cccccescsscessesceeees 
Kueichow—Proposed rules for drill and military instruo- 
CON ficesdes Se siieeeteeesscadeccsseccedsconcestisanes ons 
Kiangsu—Further reduotion in grain tribute in neigh- 
bourhood of Chinkiany ...........eyeceseeeeee 
Kwanghsi—Proposed to give judicial powers ‘0, Assist- 
ant Deputy Magistrate of Chia-chou......... 


Kashgaria—Tso Teung-t‘ang hands seals to Liu Ching- 


CAN Go. ci asdecdesttesccaees aceces sasweaseceveccesasess 
Do. Son of loyal Beg succeeds to Father's titles. 


Google 





Apr. 4, 
Sept. I. 


Oct. 26. 


April 18, 


Aug. 27. 


Dec. 8. 
Dec. 30. 
Dec. 31. 
Dec. 31. 
May 2. 
May 9 
June 24, 
Sept. 1. 
Sept. 1. 


Dec. 31. 
July 29. 
Sept. 17, 
Aug. 30. 


Oct. 29. 


Nov. 29. 


Dec. 13. 
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ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZETTE. 


1881. 





January 1st.—(1) A further series of 
prayers for snow at all the State Temples 
is ordered for the 3rd inst., his Majesty, 
as usual, conducting the worship at the 
Ta Kao Tien. 

(2) Memorial from Chang Chieh, Expositor 
of the Han Lin Yuan, complaining of the 
reticence that characterises the report from 
the Board of Revenue on the subject of 
the deficit that has been discovered in the 
stock of cash in the Imperial Mint. His 
criticisms and strictures are answered 
seriatim in a decree published in the Gazette 
of the 19th December, q.v. 

(3) The Tartar General at Hangchow 
reports that he has held the usual autumu 
inspection of Manchu troops at that place. 
The inspectionwas held on three succes- 
sive days, the troops being exercised in 
artillery practice with brass howitzers, and 
heavy gingals on the first day. On the 
second and third days the cavalry were 
inspected and put through archery and 
other drill, and the infantry were put 
through various evolutions after the foreign 
method, with foreign rifles. 

(4) The same officer reports that a 
Colonel of the Bordered Blue Banner 
stationed at Hangchow, who has recently 
been stationed in Peking and had applied 
for leave to return to Hangchow to repair 
the family graves, has applied for permission 
to be attached to the Hangchow garrison, 
he beiny the sole survivor of his family, the 
rest of whom, with the exception of his 
grandmother, were killed during the rebel- 
lion. His grandmother has directed him 
to endeavour to obtain a transfer to Hang- 
chow that he may be able to offer the 
periodical sacrifice at the ancestral tombs, 
and proposes to join him as soon as he is 
established.—Granted by Rescript. 

January Znd.—(1) The Governor-General 
of the Two Kuang Provinces, the Governor 
of Kuangtung, and the Superintendent of 
Customs at Canton, report the despatch of 
the fourth instalment of the subsidy due 
from the Canton Customs to Peking for 
the year 1880, amounting altogether to 
Tis. 262,920. . (For details of the annual 
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subsidy, see Gazette of 17th February and 
2ud June, 1880.) 


January 3rd.—(1) A decree. The Board 
of Civil Office report that they have deter- 
mined the penalties that should be inflicted 
upon two high officers committed to them 
for the infliction of a punishment. Let 
Ch’ang Hsii, Junior Vice-President of the 
Board of Revenue, and Pao Héng, Finan- 
cial Commissioner of Shansi, as suggested 
by this Board, be dismissed the public 
service. (See Gazette of 28th December, 
1880.) 

(2) Postscript memorial from Ting Pao- 
chén. The spirit of brigandage and the 
evils of affiliated societies have been a 
source of injury to the province of Sze- 
chuen for many years past. Not only are 
these societies the means of inducing the 
majority of the large class of the idle and 
unemployed to take to briyandaye, but 
their members are harboured and secreted 
by the gentry as a means of protecting 
themselves and their property from the 
outrages these brigands commit. The 
sons of these gentry, in course of time, 
are led astray by the members of the 
secret societies, and are induced to join 
them, whereby much mischief is caused. 
People are stopped and robbed in broad 
daylight, or houses are broken into and 
plundered at night. Arrest follows arrest, 
and punishment after punishment is 
inflicted, but neither can keep pace with 
the crimes committed. Upon the arrival 
of the memorialist in the province, he gave 
strict orders for the tithing system to be 
zealously carried out in order to purify the 
source of this great evil ; he also caused 
attention to be paid to the police system, 
and instituted rewards for thuse who 
displayed energy in the capture of criminals. 
The result of the stimulus given by tiis 
system of monetary rewards was that eighty 
or ninety per cent. of the crimes committed 
met with their due punishment. From 
the commencement of 1879 to the month 
of October last, some four hundred 
criminals have been arrested and tried on 
eharges of burglary, theft with armed 
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resistance, receiving of stolen property, 
etc., and after their evidence had been 
duly taken, more than three hundred 
were summarily decapitated. Some score 
of individuals, heads of tithings, thief- 
takers, detectives, and others, have lost 
their lives in the capture of these criminals, 
all of whom have been buried at Govern- 
ment expense, and rewards conferred upon 

’ them or gratuities upon their families, as 
the cases might be. During his tour of 
military inspection, the memorialist has 
been careful to inspect also the working 
of the tithing system in every department 
and district, and has stimulated its agents to 
greater activity by judicious distribution of 
rewards. During thetwoyears under review, 
Tis. 3,600 have been spent in this manner. 
The results of this system have been very 
satisfactory, crimes of violence of this 
nature having diminished by more than 
half during the past five or six years. The 
expenditure under the heading of rewards 
of this nature for the years 1877 and 1878 
has already been reported, and in submit- 
ting the total that has been spent in 
rewards during the present year, the 
precedent allowed on the previous occasion 
of omitting details of the items is again 
adhered to, the money spent being raised 
by subscription, and not paid out of the 
Government funds. 


January 4th._({1) Shao Ch’éng isla 
is appointed Financial Commissioner o: 
Shansi, and Wei Jung-kuang is appointed 
Acting Governor of the province ad interim. 

(2) Hsi Chén is appointed Junior Vice- 
President of the Board of Revenue, and 


Ching Hain ties takes his place as 
Junior Vice-President of the Board of 
Punishments. 


(3) A decree. The Board of War report 
the penalties they find a Captain-General 
and others have rendered themselves liable 
to. Tsai Ho, Captain-General, Lien Shou, 
Wén Hain, Ch’ang Shou, Ch’ang Yuan, 
Ch’ang Lin, Pa-k’o-t’ang-ah, Kuo Ch’éng, 
Kuei Yén, Chung Fu-té and Chi K’uei, 
officers of the Guards ; and Ming Lu, Cap- 
tain-General of the Imperial Household, 
will at once be dismissed the public service. 
Yii Hsiang, Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
Imperial Household, and Ming Hsiang, 
Wen Yi, and Ch’ang An, sub-Lieutenants 
of the same department, will be cashiered 
and retained in otftice. See Gazette of 
30th December. 


(4) The Tartar General at Ch’éng-tu Fu, . 


the Acting Governor-General of Szechuen, 
and the Commander-in-Chief of that 
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province, report that they have held the 
usual autumn inspection of the troops 
stationed in the provincial capital. Ten’ 
regiments were assembled on the drill- 
ground and put through various evolutions 
in the old and new style. Each man was 
then called out and examined in the use of 
the bow and arrow and musket. More 
than eighty per cent. of the cavalry and 
infantry hit the target, employing bows 
varying from five to six strengths, (one 
strength being ten catties) and in musketry 
and gingal practice some eighty per cent. 
also hit the mark. Rewards were bestowed 
on the drill-ground upon the most efficient, 
and those who displayed want of practice 
were given a certain time within which to 
render themselves efficient. 

(5) The Governor-General, in a postscript 
memorial, prays that the Dragon god of 
the White Dragon Pool, in the Wén-ch’uan. 
district in Szechuen, may have a title 
bestowed on him and be entered on the list 
of deities to whom worship is periodically 
offered. On recent and former occasions, 
prayers for rain offered to this deity have 
met with a ready response, and a petition 
has now been drawn up by the gentry and 
people of the district, praying that His 
Majesty may be solicited to grant the 
Dragon special title.—Referred to the 
Board of Ceremonies. 

January 5th.—(1) Memorial from the 
Governor of Ch’ahar, appealing to his 
Majesty to forego the execution of an 
order promulgated some years ago for the 
removal of the squatters from three wet, 
or divisions in the Imperial Hunting Park, 
which they have had under cultivation 
for a considerable period. The proposal 
emanated from a former Governor, but 
he left before carrying it out, and his 
successors, one after the other, delayed the 
ejection of these squatters for various 
reasons until a decree was finally received 
calling for a report on the subject. Yén 
Hsii, who was Governor at the time, 
then reported that in his opinion three 
of these wei should be cleared of. squat- 
ters in order to clear a station for the 
White Banner Corps, who had no quarters 
assigned to them, and that another quarter, 
known as Hua-érh Shan, should also be 
cleared to prevent encroachment on the 
part of occupiers of adjoining tracts. He 
suggested that surplus land in other tracts 
should be given to the people so ejected. 
This was in June, 1877. In the following 
year the sub-Prefect of the Wei-ch’ang was 
ordered to give notice to the squatters that 
they must leave their holdings by the 10th 
moon, but he was subsequently informed 
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that they would be allowed to farm the 
land for one more year, and would be given 
to the spring of 1881 to remove, after 
which no more crops could be sown. These 
repeated extensions were granted by the 
Governor in view of the hardship that the 
squatters would be put to by removal. On 
the succession of memorialist to the post, he 
-had two difficulties to contend with. On the 
one hand, @ reluctance to bear too hardly 
on the people, and on the other a natural 
objection to allow them to make light of 
the order already issued. He caused 
careful enquiry to be made, and now begs 
to lay the result of this enquiry before 
their Majesties. He finds that the acre- 
age embraced by the three wet in question 
and Hua-érh Shan amounts to some 420 
chl’ing, which is occupied by some 700 
families, exclusive of squatters who have 
immigrated from various parts of the 
Empire. This land has been cultivated 
and has paid taxes for a number of years, 
and has been farmed with the consent and 
cognisance of the authorities. Although 
land is to be given to the people it is now 
proposed to eject, they will lose their 
homesteads, cottages and huts, which they 
will have to reconstruct, an expense which 
they are quite unable to afford, while the 
land it is proposed to substitute is already 
in the occupation of others who will natur- 
ally be deprived of their means of subsist- 
ence if it is to be taken from them and 
given to the ejected holders. Finally, 
the ejected holders, being without homes 
in which to shelter their aged and their 
young, will be in many instances driven by 
desperation into evil courses. The results 
it was originally intended to secure by the 
evacuation of this land, again, will not be 
secured. The forests have all been cleared 
away, and the wild animals have dispersed, 
while the land has become so fertilised by 
years of cultivation that it will take a very 
long time once more to turn it into forest 
and breeding-grounds for cattle. What, 
then, can be the use of so much empty land? 
The memorialist has the assurance of the 
sub-Prefect of the Wei-ch’ang that encroach- 
ment on the part of the squatters need 
not be apprehended, as, sofar, the land 
that has previously been cleared has not 
been re-occupied, and, as regards Hua- 
érh Shan, there is still less probability of 
encroachment for boundary walls and 
barriers exist, the latter of which are 
always guarded by soldiers who prevent 
the entry of all who have no business inside 
them. Under these circumstances, the 
memorialist begs humbly to suggest to his 
Majesty that it is unnecessary to enforce 
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the ejectment of the holders in question. 
—Granted by Rescript. 

(2) The Acting Governor-General of 
Szechuen applies for the bestowal of a 
posthumous mark of compassion upon a 
weiyuan who had been sent to Peking 
with the yearly contribution of white wax, 
and died on his return from the effects of 
fright and sea-sickness on his upward voyage 
in a steamer. Although his case is not 
exactly similar to that of an officer on 
public service who dies or is drowned at 
sea, for which specific marks of posthumous 
distinction are prescribed by law, there 
is a sufficient similarity to warrant the 
present application.—Referred to the Board 
concerned. 

January 6th.—(1) A decree received from 
their Majesties the Empresses Dowager. 
In the case of the recent assault of a 
eunuch at the Wu Mén by the soldiers of 
the Guard, the penalties meted out to Yii 
Lin, Lieutenant of the Guard, and others 
for their contempt of orders was such as 
they undoubtedly deserved. Bearing in 
mind, however, the fact that the exercise 
of due prohibition at the [Palace] gates is a 
matter of great importance, and that a 
misapprehension of the object of the penal- 
ties now inflicted may lead hereafter to 
laxity of supervision at the gates, a condition 
of things affecting issues of no mean import- 
ance, We command, as an act of special 
grace that Yii-Lin be dismissed from the 
Guards, and his sentence commuted to 
a hundred blows with the heavy bamboo 
with banishment to a distance of 2,000 li. 
He will, as the law directs, be exposed in 
the cangue, and his period of exposure at 
an end, he will be whipped and released. 
Hsiang Fu will be dismissed from the 
Guards, but his sentence will be commuted 
to a hundred blows with the heavy bam- 
boo and a whipping. Ching Ho will be 
dismissed from the Guards, but his sen- 
tence will be commuted to 100 blows 
with the heavy bamboo, which must 
be actually adininistered, and not cum- 
muted by a fine of pay and rations. 
He will, as before decided, be kept in 
durance for two years, and at the end 
of this term will receive an additional 
30 blows. ‘Yo Lin, Captain-General of 
the Guards, will be spared the infliction 
of additional penalties by the Board. 
The eunuch Li San-shun will be com-: 
mitted to the Judicial Department of the 
Imperial Household for the infliction 
of thirty blows, and Lin Wang-hsiang, 
chief eunuch, will be fined six months’ pay. 
The chief controller of eunuchs and others 
have already been punished by deprivation 
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of their buttons, loss of pay, and other 


penalties, for permitting a madman recently 
to enter the portion of the Palace pro- 
hibited to the public. The Comptroller of 
the Imperial Household will continue to 
exercise that strict control over the eunuchs 
of the Palace that is required by the 
Constitution, and any laxity of supervision 
on the part of those on duty at the gates 
will meet with prompt and severe punish- 
ment. 

(2) With one unimportant exception, the 
remainder of this day’s Gazette is occupied 
with a report of the suppression of a rising 
in Chiang-hua Hsien in Hunan, a summary 
of which has already appeared in the issue 
of 24th December, 1880. : 


January 7th.— (Court Circular.) Audience 

was this day given to the Mongol Princes 
and Dukes. 
. (1) Shih Jung-kuang, Grain Taotai of 
Kiang-an, is called upon to retire, the 
Governor-General Lin K’un-yi having 
reported him to be mad. 

(2) Liu Chin-t’ang, Assistant Adminis- 
trator uf the New Dominion, resident in 
Kashgar, reports the receipt, upon the 14th 
November, from Tso ‘I'sung-t'ang, of his 
seal of oftice as Imperial High Commis- 
sioner. On the 17th of November, the 
memorialist despatched a memorial of 
thanks, and from that time commenced to 
use his new seal, destroying the wooden 
seal with which he had been originally 
provided in his capacity of Assistant 
Administrator of the New Dominion, 
Deputy Commander-in-Chief, and Baturn, 
with the title Fu Ling Ah. 

(3) The Governor of Kirin reports the 
conclusion of the winter hunt under the 

, auspices of the Deputy Governor, and the 
return of the latter to headquarters, The 
Deputy Governor left the provincial capital 
on the 31st of October, and proceeded to 
La-ha-o-yo and the country round about, 
with a force from Tsi-tsi-har, where he was 
met with another force from Pu-té-har, and 
thirteen hunts were held in company. The 
memorialist himself watched the officers 
and men as they pursued the game, and was 
satisfied with the manner in which they 
moved, and the rivalry that was displayed 
amongst them in following up the chase. 
At the close of each hunt, the memorialist 

- bestowed rewards upon those who had 
shown themselves to be the best shots with 
the bow and the gun, and upon those who 
were courageous in the pursuit of the larger 
kinds of game. The memorialist returned 
to the provincial capital on the 18th of 
November. 
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(3) Postscript memorial from Chou Heng- 
ch’i, describing the difficulty that‘has been 
experienced in passing the empty grain- 
junks across the Yellow River into the 
Grand Canal on their return to the south. 
The difficulty of getting them up was 
already sufficiently great, owing to the 
want of water in the Wei River, and the 
fleet was subjected to numerous delays and 
obstructions. Orders had been given to 
close all sluices and dredge the channel in 
shallow places ready for the approach 
of the empty boats on their return, 
and in due course it was reported 
by the sub-Prefect of Lin-ch’ing Chow 
that out of the 550 junks that went up 
laden, 210 had returned, the remainder 
having taken the sea-route back or been 
sold at Tientsin. While the water in the 
Wei River was high, and that in the Canal 
was flush with the bank, in the Wei River 
it had drained away to such an extent that 
there was a wide difference in the level 
of the twochannels. It was feared, there- 
fore, that if the sluices were opened to allow 
the junks to pass through, the Canal would 
be drained too, and so the sub-Prefect gave 
orders for a ‘‘ haul-over”’ to be constructed 
on either side of the sluice by means of 
which, and a large assemblage of men, the 
empty boats were dragged up one side and 
dropped into the Canal. On arrival at a 
point within 40 li of Pa Li Miao, there 
was not more than a foot of water in some 
places, and the break in the embankment 
at Tung-ming Hsien, in Chihli, caused the 
water to fall still lower, and they seemed 
at last to be hopelessly aground. The 
officer in charge of the fleet, which was 
already a month behind the time of its 
ordinary arrival in the south, had spent 
all his allowances and had no money to 
pay for the labour necessary to get the 
boats out of their difficulty. The 
memorialist, hearing of the straits to 
which he was reduced, ordered the local 
authorities to come to his aid, and, by dint 
of embankments, irrigation, and dredging, 
the boats were at last yot to the sluice. 
There was a difference of more than five 
feet between the level of the Yellow River 
and the Canal, so a haul-over was again 
constructed, and the boats dragged across. 


January 8th.—(1) Chang Fu-nien ihe 
B4FE is appointed Grain Taotai of Kiang- 
an. 


(2) A decree. Some time since, the 
Compi!er Ho Chin-shou reported that the 
Brigadier-General Yang Yii-k’o was an 
accessory to the murder of K’ung Chao- 
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fén, Prefect of Tung Ch’uan-fu in Yiinnan, 
and that.he was the proprietor of a money 
shop. It has since been ascertained that 
Yang Yii-k’o was not an accessory to the 
murder in question, and had not been in 
collusion with any one to escape detection. 
As regards the charge of opening a money 
shop, however, the Board of Punishments 
(having discovered that the charge is true), 
have requested that he be handed over to 
the proper Board for the determination of 
a penalty. The Board of War now report 
that they have determined this penalty. 
Let Yang Yii-k’o, General of the Kao Chow 
Brigade in Kuangtung, be deprived, as 
suggested by the Board, of three steps of 
commutative rank and removed to another 

ost. As laid down by law, he will lose 

alf the salary attaching to his title of 
noble of the second class of the 5th grade 
for the space of nine years, but he may 
retain the title. 

No other documents of importance. 


January 9th.—({1) Mo Yiin-ch’éng c= 3 


2B is appointed General of the Kao- 
Chow division in Kuangtung, vice Yang 
Yii-k’o, removed. 

(2) A further service of prayers for snow 
is ordered to be held at all the State 
Temples on the 11th inst. 

(3) A long memorial from the Board of 
Revenue, furnishing a supplementary 
report, in obedience to decree, upon the 
deficit that has been discovered in the 
stock of cash in the mint attached to the 
Board.—For decree summarising this 
memorial, see Gazette of 26th December, e.a. 

(4) The Governor of Kiangsi reports the 
receipt of a petition fromthe gentry of P’ing- 
hsiang Hsien, in that province, praying 
him to solicit a mark of approbation from 
his Majesty for a girl in the district who 
was betrothed in her childhood to one 
Chang Yo-ts’ao. Upon the death of her 
fiancé, the girl was near killing herself 
with grief, and implored his family with 
tears to allow her to wear the garments of 
widowhood and to enter her atlianced 
husband’s home. She did so, and served 
his parents with assiduity, doing all that 
is required of a daughter-in-law, for 
more than seven years, her filial conduct 
and devotion gaining the respect of all. 
—Rescript. Let a mark be bestowed upon 
her. The Bourd of Ceremonies will take 
note. 

January 10th.—No documents of import- 
ance. 

January 11th.—(1) A decree. The 
Censor Téng Ch’ing-lin states that in the 
provinces of Yiinnan and Kueichow, the 
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Taotais, Prefects, Magistrates, and minor 
officials, are for the most part cousins, 
relations on the female side, or connections 
by marriage, or, again, individuals who 
have gone to the province in the capacity 
of secretary to some official, or have been 
engaged in business there. He begs that 
enquiry may be made and the law of with- 
drawal enforced. If his allegations be true, 
the practice is most unconstitutional, and 
the Governor-General and Governor con- 
cerned will make careful enquiry and force 
all who are so offending against the laws at 
once to withdraw. 

(2) Memorial from the Censor Téng 
Ch’éng-hsin, denouncing two high officers 
who have committed an offence against the 
Constitution in celebrating a marriage upon 
a day of Court mourning. The 14th of 
December is a day of mourning for the 
Emperor K’ang Hai, upon which occasion 
the Court appears in plain attire, an obser- 
vance which is universally followed in all 
parts of the Empire. It has come to the 
memorialist’s ears that upon thisday, Ch’ang 
Haii, Junior Vice-President of the Board 
of Revenue, married his second daughter 
to the son of Pao Héng, acting Governor 
of Shansi, and Financial Commissioner of 
that province. Invitations to the marriage 
were openly issued, the house was crowded 
with guests, and the noise of drums and 
music filled the place. The memorialist 
humbly reflects that by law on the occasion 
of days of national mourning, music is 
refrained from even in the remotest corners 
of the Empire, and now much less should 
there be a question of marrying or giving 
in marriage! Oh’ang Hsii and Pao Héng 
are both high officers of the second grade, 
both having been the recipients of the 
Imperial bounty for generations past ; one 
holds a responsible post in the capital, the 
other a frontier command, and yet their 
contempt for the laws and their wrong- 
doing has been carried to such an extent 
as this! If they have offended wittingly, 
death would not expiate their crime. If 
they have offended through ignorance, 
such blundering and stupidity can surely 
not fit them to come into contact with 
the people in an official capacity. Ch’ang 
Hsii is the son of Yi T’ai, formerly 
Governor-General of Shénsi and Kansu, 
and the younger brother of Ch’ang Shou, 
the present Tartar General at Canton. His 
family for generations past have held high 
office, and have been connected by marriage 
with the Imperial House. Pao Héng has 
been honoured with repeated selection for 
the posts of Governor and Financial Com- 
missioner, and yet he has not shown the 


slightest regard for the prohibitions that 
he is bound, in virtue of his official position, 
to observe. If he can endure to act in this 
manner, what will he not endure to do? 
The memorialist has been told that a State 
should be governed by means of funda- 
mental principles, and if these fundamental 
principles be not diffused, how can the 
State exist at all? The connections and 
relatives of Pao Héng and Ch’ang Hsii are 
all officials of mark and prominence, and 
they all seem to have regarded this offence 
as a matter of course. Notasingle one 
of them seemed to be aware that an offence 
was being committed, or tried to bring 
the offenders back into the right path. 
Obscuring the great principles that are 
maintained by their parent the Sovereign, 
forgetful of the deep mercies that over- 
shadow them, their conduct has caused 
surprise and alarm to all to whose ears 
it has come, and their offence should be 
marked by a severe penalty.—See Gazette 
of 2nd January. 

January 12th.—(1) Huang Shao-ch’un, 
Commander-in-Chief of Chékiang, the death 
of whose parent should cause him to vacate 
his post, is directed to continue as Acting 
Commander-in-Chief instead of retiring, 
his services being considered too valuable 
to be dispensed with at the present time. 

(2) Memorial from the Prince of 
Kung and the committee of high officers 
appointed to enquire into the circum- 
stances of the unauthorised entry of a 
madman into the Palace grounds. The 
prisoner, Liu Chén-shéng, having been 
sent before them by the Board of Punish- 
ments, officers were deputed to take his 
depositions, the purport of which, with 
the confused appearance of the man, 
were duly reported to His Majesty. The 
Secretaries of the Grand Secretariat and 
other officers were then directed to subject 
the prisoner to a prolonged examination, 
but his manner continued to be confused, 
and his answers vague, at one time showing 
intelligence, and at others being devoid 
of sense. His wife’s father and his wife 
were then sent for, as were also his cousin, 
with some neighbours, a doctor, and others, 
each of whom was separately interrogated. 
Their testimony was to the effect that 
the prisoner was certainly subject to fits 
of mental aberration. They were then 
examined by the memorialists in person, 
and again by the Board of Punishments 
sitting in concert with the Court of Cen- 
sors and the Court of Revision. These 
various -trials have elicited the following 
version of the ocourrence. Liu Chén- 
shéng is a native of Wan-p’ing Hsien, and 
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is 37 years of age. He lives with his 
father-in-law, Li Shun, in the Sha Lo hu 
tung. Li Shun’s nephew, Li Shuang-hai, 
is a eunuch in the Palace. The prisoner 
some years ago was a dealer in curiosities 
and old china in partnership with one 
Lii-erh. During this time he sold a large 
fish-bowl to one Yi, which was carried 
under the prisoner's guidance to the Chung 
Chéng Throne Hall, inside the Shén Wu 
gate, and there handed over to the servants 
uf the Palace. Some seven years ago, he 
was again inside the Palace in quest of the 
eunuch Li Shuang-hsi, but before he could 
find him, he was driven out. Four years 
ago, he bought a small mud hut outside the 
Hai Chih gate, which he slept in to take care 
of it. One night he got a fright in a dream, 
and cut off the little finger of his left hand. 
In January, 1880, he went with Li Shun, 
his father-in-law, to the Palace once 
again to look for the eunuch Li Shuang- 
hsi and get some money from him. They 
did not find him, however, and in December 
last, while he was living in the house of 
one Chou, helping in odd jobs, he fell sick 
and was sent home. On the 9th of 
December, he entered the Shén Wu gate 
with a joss-stick and a pipe in his hand, 
and, passing by the Ohung Ohéng Throne 
Hall through the various gates, walked 
into the Palace apartments, where he was 
arrested. The prisoner’s account of his 
proceedings so far was fairly intelligible, 
but when asked why he entered the Palace, 
not only were his answers incoherent, 
but his manner was insolent and over- 
bearing. When punishment was applied 
to frighten him, he stared fixedly in front 
of him and was altogether unconscious 
of fear. As his manner was that of 
&@ madman, hut some of his answers were 
coherent, it was quite possible that the 
madness was feigned, so the witnesses 
above referred to were sent for, interro- 
gated in his presence, and confronted with 
him. Their testimony and that of the 
doctor proved conclusively that the man 
had been mad on more than one occasion, 
and had been under restraint during some 
of these fits of mania. It only remained 
therefore to pass sentence upon him. The 
law lays down that any person not autho- 
rised to do so who shall enter the Imperial 
apartments shall suffer death by strangling 
after the usual term of imprisonment : 
and that any one entering the Shén 
Wu gate without permission shall receive 
a hundred blows. Again, the law lays down 
that the relatives of persons of deranged 
intellect who shall conceal the fact and 
not take due care of such persons shall be 
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treated as guilty of a grave misdemeanour 
and receive eighty blows with the heavy 
bamboo. In accordance with the law above 
quoted, Lin Chén-shéng should be sen- 
tenced to strangulation, but as his demean- 
our at the trial suggests the doubt that he 
was not unconscious of what he was doing, 
even though mad, the penalty laid down 
by law would be insufficient to mark 
the gravity of his offence, and the memo- 
rialists would request that the sentence of 
strangulation be carried out immediately 
instead of after the Autumn Assizes. The 
father-in-law should receive a hundred 
blows; and his wife eighty blows, which, 
being a woman, she will commute by a 
money payment. The Palace attendants 
have been separately dealt with. There 
appears to be no eunuch of the name of Li 
Shuang-hsi, and Li Shun admitted that he 
sent a letter addressed in that name to 
his nephew last summer but received no 
answer, so it was possible that he might 
have changed his name. Although the 
madman twice failed to find a eunuch of 
the name of Li Shuang-hsi, it would not be 
right, in so grave a case as the one under 
consideration, to abandon all quest of him 
on this ground, and the Office of the 
Imperial Household should be directed to 
ascertain whether or no such an individual 
exists under another name.—For decrees 
see Gazettes of 4th and 6th January, and 
19th, 27th and 28th December. 

January 13th.—(1) Memorial from the 
‘Comptroller of the Imperial Household and 
his colleagues, reporting the result of their 
inquiries into the assault of a eunuch by 
the soldiers and others on duty at one of 
the Palace Gates. Having been directed 
by Imperial decree to investigate the 
‘circumstances of the assault, they caused 
the injuries received by the eunuch to be 
inspected, when it was found that he had 
recovered from them. His deposition, 
which was also forwarded to them, was 
to the effect that the guards on duty said 
they did not understand what the Imperial 
order written on a slip of red paper 
was, so they dragged him down and 
beat and kicked him. The guards were 
then examined on successive occasions 
by the memorialists in concert with the 
Imperial Clan Court, when Yi Lin and the 
other members of the guard deposed that 
they were unaware that the memorandum 
was issued by their Majesties, so they 
stopped the eunuch, who fell and hurt 
himself when they caught hold of him. In 
the absence of the eunuch, however, they 
denied that they had struck or kicked him. 
The memorialists nevertheless caused them 
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to be punished for their temerity in aasault- 
ing a eunuch who was employed on an 
errand from their Majesties, sentencing 
Yi Lin and Hsiang Fu to banishment 
to Kirin, and Chung Ho to banishment, 
the penalty of the latter being commuted 
to incarceration for three years, as he was 
a Gioro. A report of their action having 
been submitted to the Throne, a decree 
was issued ordering them to enquire more 
carefully into the matter, and on the 9th 
of December a further decree was issued 
by their Majesties the Empresses ordering 
the eunuch Li San-shun to be confronted 
with Yi Lin and the others in the Office of 
the Imperial Household, within the For- 
bidden City. The memorialists accordingly 
caused Yii Lin and the rest to be conveyed 
under a strong guard to the pay and 
commission office fur the Household Bri- 
gade, where they were confronted with 
the eunuch Li San-shun. On this occasion, 
the eunuch deposed that on the 16th of 
September, he was ordered by their 
Majesties to take some money and eatables 
[to a certain high personage]; that when 
he reached the Wu Mén he was stopped 
by the guards on duty, who said he must 
have an official despatch before he could be 
allowed to pass. He replied that it had 
not hitherto been the custom to furnish a 
despatch with presents that were conveyed 
to Princes or high Ministers; only a 
red memorandum is furnished, and ‘here 
it is.” They said they knew nothing 
about memoranda from the Empresses, and 
he must report himself at the Ching Yiin 
Gate before he could pass. He wanted 
to go himself to report at the Ching Yiin 
Gate, and crossed the bridge knoWn as the 
Tung-shih-ch’iao with that object, but they 
all called out to him to stop. He then 
returned and walked to the north end of 
the bridge, when they set upon him, threw 
him down, and kicked and beat him, 
dragging him into the Wu Mén. When 
he reached the archway of the gate 
he fainted away with the pain of the 
blows, and knew no more of what passed. 
He was then confronted with the guards in 
question, and the latter showed a disposi- 
tion at the commencement obstinately to 
dispute his statements, but after severe 
measures had been applied and several 
times repeated, Yii Lin confessed that he 
had kicked the eunuch in the stomach, 
and Hsiang Fu admitted that he had 
given him a blow with his fist in the 
side. They farther stated that they had 
hoped before to repudiate the charge of 
battery because there was no evidence 
against them, and the eunuch bore no 
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marks of assault upon his person. In 
reply to the question why they had 
ventured to ignore the memorandum 
shown them by the eunuch, they stated 
that not being acquainted with him, and 
being ignorant of the fact that he was an 
emissary of thoir Majesties, they had 
stopped him. It was, they asserted, a 
momentary piece of stupidity on their part, 
and not an intentional act of disobedience. 
The memorial concludes with a summary 
of the statute governing such offences, and 
suggestions as to the punishment of the 
. offenders.—For decree see Gazette of 
4th, 6th and 12th January. 


January 14th.—(1) Wu Té-pu Ls {i R. 


is appointed Financial Commigsioner of 


Yiinnan, and Yi P’ei-shén J) {fl SIH Judge 
of Kueichow. 


(2) Li Hung-chang reports the following 
case of murder at Luan-ch’éng Hsien, in the 
province of Chihli. Chao Ho-ch’iin is a 
native of that district. Chao Fu-ming, 
whose original name was T’ien, was adopted 
by his great-uncle Chao San-p’u, and took 
the name of Chao. This Chao Fu-ming 
was a practised boxer and an adept in the 
use of the quarterstaff, and used to play 
the bully in consequence, imposing greatly 
on Chao Ho-ch’iin’s family. In the month 
of March, 1877, a lawsuit was commenced 
between Chao Fu-ming and Chao Ho-chiin 
in consequence of a quarrel between them 
arising from an attempt on the part of 
Chao Fu-ming, for certain reasons, to pull 
down Chao Ho-ch’iin’s house. The dis- 
pute was eventually settled by arbitration, 
but Chao Fu-ming continued on every 
occasion to try and pick a quarrel with 
Chao Ho-ch’iin, and the latter, not being 
strong enough to oppose him, used to 
submit to his bullying and give in to him. 
Last summer, Chao Fu-ming again revived 
the question of the house, and said that if 
it were not pulled down and a certain 
right of way that he claimed conceded to 
him, Chao Ho-ch’iin would suffer. He 
fortified these threats by administering a 
thrashing to Chao Ho-ch’iin. Some months 
later, Chao Ho-ch’iin recounted his griev- 
ances to his nephew, Chao Ho-tzii, and the 
more he thought on them the greater was 
his indignation, until at last he determined 
to kill his oppressor. His nephew also 
had a quarrel with Chao Fu-ming, so he 
invited him to join in the assault, and on the 
same night they went to Chao Fu-ming’s 
house, armed respectively with a sword and 
achopper. Chao Fu-ming, his wife and his 
son and daughter were asleep in the court. 
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Chao Ho-tzii made a chop at Chao Fu- 
ming’s throat and he fell writhing to the 
ground; his wife, hearing the noise, 
atarted up and began to cry for help, 
whereupon Chao Ho-tzii dropped his chopper 
and ran away. Chao Ho-ch’iin, however, 
reflecting that as he would have at any 
rate to forfeit his life, he might as well 
be killed for four lives as one, attacked 
the wife and two children and killed them 
all. He then went home, and on the 
following morning gave himself up to the 
District Magistrate. The law lays down 
that any person guilty of the murder of 
three members of the same family, shall 
suffer death by the slow and painful pro- 
cess, his property shall be handed over to 
the family of his victims, and his wife 
shall be banished to a distance of 2,000 lt. 
When the number of victims exceeds three, 
the murderer is at once to be executed 
under the Imperial death-warrant, and the 
fact reported at the same time to his 
Majesty. This sentence has been carried 
out in the case of Chao Ho-ch’iin, but as 
he has no property and no wife, the latter 
part of the legal requirements caunot be 
fulfilled. Chao Ho-tzi is still at large, 
but will be dealt with on apprehension. 
January 15th.—(1) A decree ordering a 
further grant of 300 piculs of grain to be 
issued to the night refuge outside the 
estern gate of the city. 
(2) The Governor-General at Foochow 
nd the Governor suggest the propriety of 
bestowing the brevet rank of Provincial 
Judge upon Chang Méng-yuan, who was 
appointed Taotai of T’aiwan upon the 26th 
of August last. In the 53rd year of Ch’ien 
Lung, a decree was issued to the effect that 


- thencefurward all officers appointed to the 


post of Taotai of T’aiwan should receive 
the brevet rank of Provincial Judge, that 


.they might be enabled to address the 


Throne direct. Successive Taotais of T’ai- 
wan have accordingly been invested with 
this rank by Imperial decree. In the case 
of the late Taotai, Hsia Hsien-lun, no 
application for the bestowal of this rank 
was necessary, as he already had the grade 
of Provincial Judge, but the two Commis- 
sioners have suggested to the memorialists 
the propriety of applying to his Majesty 
on behalf of the present incumbent. 
—Granted by Rescript. 

(3) Memorial from the Governor of 
Anhui, denouncing the Magistrate of Ting- 
yuan Hsien for neglect of precaution ; in 
the first place, in having allowed a consiyn- 
ment of treasure on its way to Peking to 
be robbed, and untruthfulness when 
called upon to report on the matter. It 
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having been brought to the memorialist’s 
notice that a robbery of treasure, from 
Kiangsi, on its way to Pc king under the 
charge of a weiyuan called Ho Wei-chieh, 
had occurred in the district in question, 
the Magistrate was called upon for a 
report. It was not until those instructions 
had been repeated that he replied at all, 
and he then stated that the only rubbery 
that had occurred was that of a travelling 
merchant who had been robbed at an 
inn near a place called Chang Ch’iao ; that 
the weiyuan in question had slept at the 
same place, but at a different inn ; that he 
had come on to the district city the next 
day, where he fell ill, but was now better 
and was going forward immediately. He 
had not lost any of the treasure under his 
charge. This story being very different 
from the version that had earlier reached 
him, the suspicions of the memorialist‘ 
were aroused, and he directed the Prefect 
of the district to make further enquiries. 
It then came out, on the Maxistrate's own 
confession, that on the night of the 3rd of 
November last, Ho Wei-chieh, the weiyuan 
in question, had stopped for the night at 
Chang Ch’iao, having under lis charge 
Tis. 50,000 odd. During the night a 
number of burglars broke into the inn in 
which he was lodging, and, tiring off 
revolvers, made an attempt to carry off the 
treasure. The weiywan and his men made 
resistance, but one of them was struck down, 
and the weiywan himself wounded, the burg, 
lars managiug to secure four logs of treasure- 
containing about ‘Ils. 4,000, with which they 
decamped and managed to get off, though 
pursued by the weiywan and people from 
the neighbouring inns. The robbery was 
duly reported to the Magistrate, who 
made the usual investigation, aud had the 
remaining logs conveyed to the district 
town the next day. He declared that he 
had in a moment of stupidity falsely 
reported the robbery to be one of a passing 
traveller. The memorialist comments 
severely upon the duplicity of the Magis- 
trate and the conduct of the weiywan. He 
requests that instead of being cashiered 
and left in office, the usual penalty for 
District Magistrates in whose jurisdiction 
robberies of Government treasure «ccur, 
the Magistrate may be called upon to 
vacate his post as well, but be retained in 
the district uutil the burglars are captured. 
The weiyuan, similarly, should be cashiered 
and kept in the district to ail the 
ex-Mavistrate in the capture of the burglars. 
The loss incurred must be borne by the 
undermentioned authorities in the follow- 
ing proportions :— 
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Per cent. 
The civil authorities of the locality ... 50 
The civil authorities responsible for 
the appointment of the weiyuan... 30 
The wetywan in charge ............06 tae 
— Rescript. Let it be as proposed. 


January 16th.—Nvo documents of import- 
ance. 


January 17th.—(Court Circular.) The 
Grand Secretary Shén has applied for ten 
days’ leave. 

(1) A decree ordering a further service 
of prayers for snow to be held at the 
Temples to Heaven, Earth, and the Temple 
to the Imperial Ancestry, on the 21st inst., 
his Majesty, as usual, repairing for the 
same purpose to the Ta Kao Tien. 

(2) Memorial from the President of the 
Board of War, submitting a list of the 
penalties it is proposed to inflict on the 
officers and men of the Imperial Guard on 
duty upon the occasion of the unauthorised 
entry of the madman intu the Palace apart- 
ments. These penalties have already been 
enumerated in earlier decrees. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with formal reports, and applica- 
tions of no special interest. 

January 18th.—(1) A joint memorial 
from the Superintendents of the Imperial 
manufactories at Nanking, Soochow and 
Hangchow, making a strong appeal for 
permission to purchase the raw material 
for the manufacture of the silk fabrics 
they have been directed to put in hand 
at the market rates at present ruling, 
instead, as proposed by the Board, of 
being allowed the usual rate fixed by law. 
This rate is greatly below present prices, 
and if the Board insist on issuing funds 
for the purchase of the raw material at 
this rate, which is three times below the 
market price, the memorialists cannot 
possibly complete their orders. It must 
be remembered that they have no local 
jurisdiction, and hence no means of raising 
funds, and they are equally unable to force 
the people to gell at the rates laid down 
by the Board, or to compel the local 
authorities to make good the deficit. 
The Board, doubtless, are actuated by 
motives of economy, and are quite right 
to endeavour to restore the cost of the 
manufacture of fabrics for Imperial use to 
its old footing, but insistance on the part 
of the Board will leave the memorialists 
completely helpless. They have, therefore, 
no alternative but to pray his Majesty to 
rescind the ruling of the Board, and to 
allow them to purchase the raw material at 
the prevailing rates.—Granted by Rescript. 


(2) Memorial from Pao Yiin, Director- 
General of the Board of Civil Office, and his 
colleazues, submitting their finding as to the 

enalties to beinflicted upon Ch’ang Haii and 

ao Héng, who permitted the marriage of 
their daughter and son respectively to take 
place on a day of Court mourning. The 
officers in question having been guilty of a 
flagrant disregard of constitutional restraint, 
the memorialists have to request that, in 
accordance with the law governing offences 
against the Constitution committed in a 
private capacity, Pao Héng and Ch’ang 
Hsii may be cashiered. The decree order- 
ing the determination of a penalty expressly 
states that the penalty must be a severe 
one, but as the penalties which the 
memorialists are at liberty to suggest must 
stop at those prescribed by law, they have 
not the power to suggest a more severe 
penalty than the one they have indicated. 
—For decree, see Gazette of 11th January. 

(3) Memorial from the Governor of 
K’obdo. A report has recently been 
received from one Chalana Yiishih, a Mongol 
of the Djakch’in tribe, announcing the 
death of Min-chuerhtoerhchi, a kung, or 
noble of the first rank, belonging to this 
tribe. The memorialist finds that in the 
26th year of Tao Kwang, a communication 
was received from the Mongolian Superin- 
tendency to the effect that as it was difficult 
to secure uniformity in the sacrificial rites 

erformed on the occasion of the death of a 

zassak, Khan, Prince, Noble or Princess 
Consort of the various tribes in Outer and 
Inner Mongolia, it had been suggested to his 
Majesty that on the occasion of the death 
of such Dzassak, Khan, Prince, Noble, or 
Princess Consort, the Mongolian Superin- 
tendency should write to the Grand 
Secretariat and request that a form of 
sacrificial liturgy be drawn up by that 
Department in Chinese and Mongolian, and 
forwarded by Government post to the 
tribe in question, the cost of the articles 
used in this sacrificial service being 
defrayed out of the public funds in the 
hands of the military Governor under 
whose jurisdiction the tribe happened 
to be. This proposal met with the 
approval of his Majesty, and was sanc- 
tioned by Imperial decree. The law lays 
down that on the death of a tribal Dzassak, 
Khan, Prince, Duke, or Princess from 
natural causes, the Grand Secretariat shall 
prepare a document in Chinese and Mon- 
golian which shall be handed to the ofticer 
who goes to perform the sacrificial rites. 
The law also lays down that in the sacri- 
ficial rites performed on the death of a 
Duke, four sheep and four bottles of 
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wine shall be used. The aforesaid Duke 
Min-chuerhtoerhchi of the Djakch’in tribe 
having died from natural causes, it is the 
duty of the memorialist to depute an 
officer to go and perform the usual sacri- 
ficial rites, but before doing so it behoves 
him to request his Majesty to cause the 
usual document in Chinese and Mongolian 
to be issued. Upon the receipt of this 
document, an officer will be deputed to 
convey it to the scene of the death of the 
Duke in question, providing himself with 
sheep and wine, which will be offered 
before his remains in sacrifice and libations, 
the cost of these articles being defrayed 
from the Treasury at K’obdo.—Reacript : 
Let the Yamén concerned take note. 

January 19th.—(1) A decree acknowledg- 
ing a report from Jung Yii, Superintendent 
of the Imperial Mausolea, to the effect that 
on recently taking stock of the plate belong- 
ing to the Mausoleum of the Emperor 
Shun Chih, it was found that one of the 
boxes contained sixteen silver plates short 
of the proper number, and the seals on these 
boxes appeared to have been tampered with. 
The corporal and men who were sent to’ 
carry the boxes from the Treasury to the 
Yamén of the Superintendent are to be at 
once sent to the Board of Punishments for 
trial and punishment ; and the Superinten- 
dent is, as requested by himself, to be 
committed to the Board for the determina- 
tion of the penalty to which his laxity of 
supervision has rendered him liable. The 
Office of the Imperial Household will 
furnish sixteen silver gilt plates from those 
in store to take place of the ones that are 
missing. 

(2) The Governor-General at Nanking 
requests that the Grain Taotai at Nanking 
may be forced to retire, as he is physically 
and mentally unfit for his duties. The 
Grain Taotai at Nanking has the control of 
the tribute rice that is collected in ten 
Prefectures, as well as of the officers and 
men posted at the various stations in this 
large area. His duties are, therefore, 
onerous and his responsibility great. In 
addition to his other duties, the Taotai has 
to accompany the tribute rice to T’ungchow, 
and to fulfil adequately this and manifold 
other duties, -he should possess physical 
and mental energies of a high order. Shih 
Jung-kuang, the present incumbent, has 
long suffered from rheumatism, and the 
disease has been more marked of late; so 
much so that he can hardly walk, and his 
sight and hearing are affected. The 
memorialist ordered him to get well with all 
despatch, but so far his health has not 
improved in the slightest degree, and 
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although he himself declares that he can 
manage, with effort, to get through his work, 
the memorialist is afraid to temporise any 
longer in view of his shattered state of 
health, and feels it his duty to request his 
Majesty to order Shi Jung-kuang to retire. 
He has a similar application to make in the 
case of the Magistrate of the Su-ch’ien 
District, in whose jurisdiction brigandage 
is much too prevalent. The Magistrate of 
Kao-shun Hsien also is a man of eccentric 
character and blundering in his action. 
He would request that the first-named 
Magistrate be ordered to vacate his post 
and await another appointment; and that 
the second-named officer be dismissed the 
public service.—Granted by decree of 7th 
January. 

January 20th.—(1) Memorial from the 
Superintendents of the Imperial Mausolea. 
Some time since they received a com- 
munication from the Mongolian Superin- 
tendency informing them that having 
reported to his Majesty that the Dalai 
Lama of Anterior Thibet had deputed an 
abbot to present offerings on his behalf in 
front of the Mausoleum of the Emperor 
T’ung Chih, the Superintendency was 
honoured by the receipt of a decree upon the 
19th of December, designating A-ch’ang-ah 
as the officer who was to accompany the 
abbot to the Mausolea, and on the same day 
a further decree was issued directing the 
T’ungorh Hutukt’u to go there also to recite 
liturgies. In a separate communication, 
the Mongolian Superintendency informed 
the memorialists that A-Ch’ang-ah, with the 
Hutuk-t’u, abbot, and lamas were to 
start from Peking on the 27th of December, 
and would lodge at the places designated 
in a decree of the reign of Chia Ch’ing. 
That is to say, on the first night they 
would lay at Yén Chiao in one of the outer 
rooms of the Hsing Kung, or Imperial 
Lodge; on the second night at the Tu-lo 
Temple, at Chi Chou; and on the third 
night at the Lung Fo Ssii, reaching the 
Mausolea on the fourth day, and returning 
by the same route at the conclusion 
of their mission. Orders were at once 
issued for preparations to be made for the 
reception of the party at the places 
indicated, and on the 31st December, 
A-ch’ang-ah and those with him reached 
the Lung Fo Ssi. On the Ist of January, 
A-ch’ang-ah visited the Mausolea, and on 
the 2nd at 7 a.m. he took the Tungorh 
Hutukt’u, abbot, and lamas to the Mauso- 
leum of the Emperor T’ung Chih, where 
they handed in the articles of sacrifice, the 
images of Buddha, the Invocation, Hata, 
and other articles. These were reverently 
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received by the memorialists and their 
Secretaries, and set out under the verandah 
of the Lung-én Tien upon a table draped 
in yellow silk, Thibetan incense and strips 
of red-flowered p’uru, or Thibetan cloth, 
being placed on either side. This done, 
A-ch’ang-ah advanced to the Yiieh 17’at 
and reverently did obeisance, after which 
he called upon the T’ungorh Hutukt’u and 
abbot from Anterior Thibet to prostrate 
themselves and then proceed with the 
lamas and others to the Yiieh Tai, where 
prayers were recited by them in_instal- 
ments. They then retired to the Hsi P’ei 
Tien, where the paraphernalia of worship 
were set out, and a service was performed, 
at the conclusion of which they were led 
away by A-Ch’ang-ah. The memorialists 
then reverently opened the doors of the 
Lung-én Tien, and respectfully deposited 
the eleven yilded images of Buddha in the 
upper room devoted to the reception of 
these images. The twenty-one scrolls with 
portraits of Buddha were temporarily 
deposited in the lowér room of the same 
building. The three copies of the Invocation, 
and the three copies of the Hata were 
reverently deposited in the western urn, and 
there burnt. ‘The incense, fine and coarse, 
red flowers, and p’uru, of which last 
there were seventy pieces, were placed in 
the Tung-p’ei Tien, and will be burnt on 
occasions of sacrifice in such quantities 
as may be requisite. The scrolls were 
deposited in the Lung Fo Hstt.—Rescript : 
It is noted. 

From this date, until the conclusion of 
the New Year’s festivities, the Gazette 
appears only on alternate days. 

January 21st aud 22nd.—(1) Li Ping- 
hsien 8 is appointed Prefect of 
Yung-p’ing Fu, in Chihli. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette con- 
sists of memorials from the Governor of 
Shantung, two of which are recommenda- 
tions of officers for appointments ta the 
post of District Magistrate, the third, a 
report of the rehearing of an appeal case, 
and the fourth a report upon the capacity 
of certain expectant officials whose term of 
probation has expired. 

January 23rd and 24th.—(1) A decree 
ordering the dismissal of two District 
Magistrates in Kiangsi, who have been 
found to be careless in the exercise uf their 
functions. 

(2) The Governor of Yiinnan reports the 
result of an enquiry into the circumstances 
under which eight prisoners confined in 
the jail at Lu-féug Hsien, in that province, 
managed to escape, after murdering one of 


the turnkeys. As usual, the escape was 
effected under cover of a dark and rainy 
night, in the course of which the outer wall 
of the prison became so saturated with 
moisture that it fell down. While the 
turnkeys and watchmen were busying 
themselves about securing the safety of the 
occupants of the cuter prison, those in the 
inner prison managed to break out, beating 
off the turnkeys, who tried to stop them, 
with the bars of the cages in which they 
had been confined, und killing one of their 
number. Four of the runaways were 
soon arrested, but the others got away. 
The four men who were re-captured have 
been decapitated and their heads expused. 
Minor penalties have been inflicted on the 
officials and underlings responsible. 

(3) The Governor of Shantun, reports 
the murder of his father by a lunatic at 
Kao-chow in that province. The relatives 
of the maniac concealed the fact of the 
murder from the authorities, as they were 
loth to commit him to the cruel penalty 
he would suffer for a crime he committed 
when not responsible for his actions. The 
matter came, however, to the ears of the 
authorities, and the maniac was tried and 
executed by the ling ch'th process. The 
brother and mother of the maniac were 
forced by the other members of the family 
to conceal the fact of the murder, and as 
there is no clause in the penal code that 
precisely meets their case, the memorialist 
has sentenced them, subject to approval, 
to a hundred blows with the heavy bam- 
boo and banishment for three years, the 
woman, as usual, being allowed to commute 
her sentence. Minor penalties are inflicted 
on the other parties concerned. 

January 25th and 26th.—(1) Postscript 
memorial from HoChing, Governor-General 
of Min Ché. On the 30th of October last, 
the Taotai of T’aiwan reported that at 3 p.m. 
on the 26th of September, a heavy gale 
sprung up at T’aiwan Fu, which continued 
throughout the night and blew with 
tremendous force at noon on the following 
day, both in the Prefectural city and in 
the four districts of Féng-shan, Chia-yi, 
Chang-hua and Héng-ch’un. Many public 
offices and private dwellin.s were blown 
down, fortunately without loss of life, andthe 
crops did not suffer much damage, nor were 
any native or foreign vessels lost. The same 
gale visited in a lighter degree the districts 
of I-chu ard Lun-erh, with T’ai pei Fu, the 
Prefecture in which they are situated, but 
no great losses occurred. The Briya- 
dier-General of T’aiwan also reported that 
there was a simultaneous storm of wind 
and rain in the ceutre, north, and south of 
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the mountains that run through the island, 
which commenced on the 21st of September, 
and continued until the 26th. On the 27th, 
the wind raged with extraordinary violence, 
blowing down some of the public offices, 
barracks, schools, straw huts, and other 
buildings, and cracking others, or setting 
others aslant. A small proportion of the 
young crops was also destroyed, but the 
mischief was soon repaired, and did not 
amount to actual disaster. Orders were at 
once yiven by the Governor for enquiry to 
be made, and the necessary compensation 
affurded, aud in due course a report on the 
extent of the damage dune was submitted 
by the two Commissioners, who requested 
that the matter might be brought to the 
knowledge of his Majesty. Having satis- 
fied himself of the correctness of this 
repo't, the memorialist gave orders that 
further enquiry should be made, and relief 
afforded as circumstances might require. 
He also called for an estimate of the cost 
of the necessary repairs to the damaged 
buildings, and gave directions for enquiry 
to be made as to the possibility or other- 
wise of replacing the damaged crops. He 
be-s to add that the Governor, having gone 
to’Formosa and taken his seal with him, 
has requested the memorialist to report 
all matters of ordinary routine to his 
Majesty.—Rescript : It is noted. 

(2) In a postscript memorial, the same 
otticer reports that the yale referred to 
above has caused considerable damaye to 
the wall of the new District town of Héng- 
ch’un, which is built on the sand, causing 
fissure some 600 feet long on the eastern side, 
and a subsidence of some eighty or ninety 
feet on the western side. Orders have been 
given for the necessary repairs to be made. 

January 27th and 28th.—(1) Memorial 
from the Governor-General of the Hu- 
kuang Provinces and the Governor of 
Hupeh, reporting the trial of a titular 
officer on a charge of fraud, and the sen- 
tence passed upon him. This individual, 
Liu Yii-nan by name, who was a clerk by 
purchase of the Grand Secretariat, was a 
native of Huang-kany Hsien, but a resident 
in Hankow. In 1868, he obtained a literary 
degree in his native district, and in 1877 
he commissioned a friend to buy him the 
grade of clerk of the Grand Secretariat. 
While residing in Hankow, he made the 
acquaintance of one T’ung Chao-chang, a 
titular official who was employed by the firm 
of Messrs. Evans, Pugh & Co., and on the 6th 
of September last, he went to Messrs. Evans, 
Pugh & Co.’s hong to see T’ung Chao- 
chang, meeting on the way there one Yui 
'1é-chi, who was bound to the same place, 
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so they joined company and went together. 
After sitting a time, Ya Té-chi informed 
them that a relative of his, called Hsieh Fu- 
yuan, was locked up in the Mayistrate’s 
yamén, on a charge of personatiny a foreign 
firm, and as he, Yii Té-chi, had had money 
dealings with Hsieh Fu-yuan, he was 
afraid he would be implicated in the 
trouble. Liu Yii-nan, when he heard 
this story, took it into his head that 
he would make a little money out of 
his official pusition, so he pretended he 
had friends in the Viceroy’s, Governor's, 
and Taotai’s yaméns, and could arrange 
matters for Yii Té-chi. Yii Té-chi accepted 
his offer of assistance, and promised to 
compensate him for his trouble when 
the affair was put through. Two days later, 
Liu Vii-nan told T’ung Chao-chany that 
he had arranged Yi Té-chi’s matter, 
and that he should require Tis. 1,600 to 
square the various yaméns. Yi ‘T'é-chi 
being in great alarm lest he should become 
involved in Hsieh Fu-yuan’s troubles, told 
Lin Yi-chih, a friend of T’ung Chao-chang, 
how matters stood, and begged the former 
to lend him Tis. 200 to give to Liu Yii-nan. 
Liu Yii-nan pressed for more money, and 
promised that Hsieh Fu-yuan should be 
released in three days, whereupon Yi Té- 
chi gave him a note of hand for Tis. 400 
more, which he promised to pay when the 
matter was settled. At the end of three 
days, Liu Yii-nan wrote a note asking for 
more money, and sent the note to Yii Té- 
chi by the hand of a servant, where- 
upon Yii Té-chi sent him Ts. 71.2 in cash, 
but, finding after some days, that Hsieh 
Fu-yuan still remained in custody, his 
suspicions were aroused, and he accordingly 
invited T’ung Ohao-chang and Lin Yi-chih 
to go with him to Liu Yii-nan and demand 
an explanation. Liu Yii-nan was most 
abusive, and threatened to hand the three 
men over to the police. They then lodged 
a complaint at the Taotai’s yamén, which 
led to the denunciation of Liu Yii-nan to 
the Throne, and the issue of a decree order- 
ing his arrest and subsequent trial, of 
which the above is a report. Under the 
law applicable to this case, the following 
sentences have been passed. Liu Yii-nan 
has been condemned to banishment into 
military servitude on the nearest frontier, 
but being a titular official, the heaviest 
interpretation of the law has been adopted, 
and he has been sent to the Amvuur tu be 
put to painful and laborious duties. His 
two victims, having reported the case of 
their own accord, are spared punishment. 
The case of Hsieh Fu-yuan has been dealt 
with separately. 
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January 29th to February Ist.—(Court 
Circular) January 31st, the Ist of the 1st 
moon of the seventh year of Kuang Hsii. 
The Prince of Ch’un returns thanks for a 
present of a purse. 

The Imperial Board of Astronomy report 
that the wind on this day was from a 
favourable quarter, predicting longevity and 
good harvests. 

Audience was given 
Council. 

At 6 am. to-morrow, His Majesty will 
take His seat un the Throne and partake 
of meat. 

February 2nd.—Chih Beileh and the 
Grand Secretary Shén Kuei-fén (Minister 
of the Tsung-li Yamén) present their 
Testamentary Memorials. 

(1) P’an Tsu-yin is appointed Director- 
General of the State Historivyrapher’s 
oftice. 

(2) Wéng T’ung-ho is appointed Chan- 
cellor of the Imperial Academy. 

(3) Wan Ch’ing-li is appointed Chancellor 
of the Han-lin. 

(4) Li Hung-tsao is appointed President 
of the Board of War (vice Shén chuny t’ang, 
deceased.) 

(5) A decree. Shén, Assistant Grand 
Secretary and President of the Board of 
War, was a man of pure character, careful 
in his habits, loyal, diligent, grave and 
upright. Commencing his career as a 
member of the Han-lin, he rose by gradual 
stayes to the grade of Vice-President of a 
Board, and held office in the Provinces. 
During the reign of T’ung Chih he was 
admitted into the Council of the State and 
was selected for the Office of President of 
a Board. Upon Our accession to the Throne, 
We relied greatly upon him for aid in the 
administration of the affairs of the Court, 
and in all that he undertook he showed 
@ capacity for complete devotion of mind 
and energy, never shrinking from trouble 
or pleading ill-health as an excuse for ease. 
Having recently been slightly indisposed, 
We granted him congé that he might recruit 
his health, and the sudden. intellizeuce 
that he has passed away has indeed moved 
Us to profound grief. We cominand that 
a Jo lo pall be bestowed upon him, and 
that the Beileh Tsai Yi be sent with ten 
officers of Our guard this day to offer 
libation. As an act of special grace, the 
deceased officer will be advanced to the 
grade of Grand Tutor of the Heir Apparent, 
and will receive the posthumous warks of 
distinction that are bestowed by law upon 
Grand Secretaries, his name being entered 
for worship in the temple to deceased 
worthies. All penalties recorded against 
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his name will be cancelled, and Tis. 2,000, - 


which will be issued by the Office of 
the Privy Purse, are hereby bestowed 
upon his family to defray the expenses of 
the funeral arrangements. The Yamén 
concerned will consult the law and report 
to Us the nature of the compassionate rites 
he should receive. When his remains are 
conveyed to his native place, the local 
authorities along the line of route will pay 
them due attention. Let the degree of 
chii jén be bestowed upon his son Shén 
Wén-shou, who will be permitted to join 
the other graduates of that class in the 
metropolitan examination ; and upon his 
grandson, Shén Hsi-kuei, a yin shéng of the 
first grade, a Senior Secretaryship of a 
Board will be bestowed, that Our sincere 
regard for a faithful Minister may be duly 
made manifest. 


February 2nd and 3rd.—{1) A decree 
ordering the transfer of a murder case 
from Moukden to Peking, the Board of 
Punishments at the latter place having 
reported that the officer deputed to try 
the case a second time, has tortured the 
murderer to death and sent in a false report 
to the effect that he died from natural 
causes, and it is now impossible to arrive 
at the real facts of the outrage. A certain 
Bannerman is said to have caused the death 
of a father and son, members of the Board 
of Works in Moukden, in consequence of 
their interference in his illicit amours, and 
the evidence at the first trial being confict- 


ing, a second trial was ordered, during . 


which the accused was beaten to death. 

(2) The Governor of Shun-t’ien Fu 
reports the arrest of a burglar concerned 
in the robbery of a money shop in the 
Imperial Hunting Park outside the south 
gate of Peking, that was reported in the 
Gazette of 6th December, 1880. The man 
in question managed to escape at the time 
the other parties were arrested. 

(3) The Tartar General at Hangchow 
reports the arrest of a yiin chi yii, or 
member of the eighth grade of hereditary 
nobility, belonging to his garrison, who, 
having been cashiered for dissolute conduct 
had absconded. He has recently had the 
audacity to return to Hangchow, though 
the police were on his track. and took 
forcible possession of his wife and daughter, 
who were living in the house of his 
mother-in-law, beside robbing the property 
of a relative. The memorialist would pray 
that the man, who is now in custody, may 
be banished to the Amoor and be put to 
painful and laborious duty.—Grauted by 
decree earlier issued. 
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February 4th and 5th.—(1) A decree. 
Chao Hsiang (Duke Chao, brother of the 
Western Empress) reports that the Treasury 
of the Yamén attached to the Blue Banner 
Corps has been broken inte and robbed, 
one of the guard being killed by the 
burglars. He requests that the lieu- 
tenant of the guards and others on duty 
may be handed over to the Board of 
Punishments for trial, that the Secretaries 
may be committed to the Board for the 
determination of a penalty, and that he 
himself may also receive a penalty. The 
lieutenant and members of the guard on 
duty on this occasion will be cashiered and 
handed over to the Board of Punishments 
for trial ; the Secretary on duty, to whose 
gross carelessness the theft is due, with the 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Deputy Lieutenant- 
Colonel, and Keeper of the Seals, who 
cannot disclaim responsibility for this theft, 
will be handed over to the Board for the 
determination of penalties, as will also 
Chao Hsiang. The Office of Gendarmerie, 
the Governor of Shun-tien Fu, and the 
Metropolitan Censors will take rigorous 
measures to affect the arrest of the mur- 
derer. 

(2) Postscript memorial from Tso Tsung- 
t’ang, reporting that he has appointed Wei 
Kuang-tao, Acting Financial Commissioner 
of Kansu, vice Yang Ch’ang-chin, who 
acts as Governor-General, and Li Shén-lien 
as Acting Judge of the same province. 

(3) The Governor of Hupeh solicits the. 
bestowal of marks of Imperial approbation 
upon a filial daughter who cut flesh from. 
her arm to mix with her mother’s medicine, 
which had the effect of restoring the latter: 
to health.—Granted by Rescript. 

February 6th and 7th.—(1) Memorial 
from Tso Tsung-t’ang, Governor-General 
of Shénsi and Kansu. He has already 
reported that he handed over the seal 
of office to his acting successor cn the 
14th of November last, and started on the 
same day for the frontier. On the 13th of 
December last, he was met at Liang-chou 
Fu by an Imperial decree acknowledying 
receipt of this memorial, and sanctioning 
his proposal to bring a certain number of 
cavalry and infantry with him into Kansu. 
He arrived at Lan-chow Fu on the 20th 
December, where he had daily conferences 
with Yang Ch’ang-chiin, his acting succes- 
sor in the post of Governor-General. After 
a clear understanding had been come to 
between them, he handed over the silver 
seal of the Governor-General, the Imperial 
Death Warrant, and other emblems of 
office, to the Prefect of Lan-chow, with 
instructions to convey them to Yang Ch’ang- 
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chiin, and he left Lan-chow for Peking on 
the 4th of January. 

(2) Postscript memorial from the same 
officer. He begs to report that he 
fortunately met with no check in his 
progress from Hami to Lan-chow Fu. His 
observations on the condition of the country 
along the line of route showed an air of 
comfurt and tranquillity amongst the 
people that was a marked improvement on 
what he had noticed five years previously. 
More land is being brought under cultiva- 
tion day by day, and the country is 
gradually arriving at a condition in which 
it will be able to support the population. 
White flour now costs ten cash a catty, and 
the prices of miscellaneous cereals have 
greatly diminished, while the granaries are 
amply stocked. Since the cultivation of 
the poppy has been prohibited, the rich land 
that it used to monopolise has been devoted 
to the urowth of the cotton-plant, with the 
result that complaints of cold are no longer 
heard from those who formerly had no 
clothes to cover their nakedness. The 
cultivation of the silkworm oak has been 
largely extended of late years, and Govern- 
ment ayencies for promoting the breeding 
of silkworms and the manufacture of silk 
have been established within and without 
the frontier, where oak leaves and cocoons 
are purchased, that even those who do not 
kuow how to rear silkworms or reel 
cocoons may have the means affurded them 
of making money. Spacious premises have 
been erected at Lan-chow Fu for the 
woollen manufactory, and twenty looms 

have been set up, ten of which are 
now in work, the material turned out 
by which is improving more and more. 
The Chinese and foreign instructors and 
artificers, with the apprentices engaged on 
the spot, are pushing on the work, which 
zets better and better every day. All the 
ditches, canals, and bridges that the 
memorialist passed on his journey were in 
guod order and repair, and the water 
supply is in capital condition. The elms 
and willows that had been planted along 
the sides of the roads have now grown into 
woods, and from Chia-yii Kuan to the 
provincial capital, there is an unbroken 
line of trees, except in the alkali and sandy 
plains. As he passed by the schools, he 
heard the hum of the scholars issuing from 
the buildings, and it was the universal 
remark of the lettered and common classes 
that even in the early days before troubles 
had arisen, the state of education was not 
so good as it now is, The memorialist 
augurs a great future of prosperity for 
a region which has already so far 
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recovered from the effects of military 
occupation. The memorialist is leaving 
Shénusi behind him with far less anxiety 
than he did Fuhkien some years ago, and 
is even elated [at the prosperity he has 
noticed on his journey through.] Wang 
Pi-ta, Taotai of the An-su Circuit, and 
T’ieh Shan, Taotai of the Kan Liang 
Circuit, have been most zealous in their 
efforts to put down the cultivation of the 
poppy, and they have devoted themselves 
with enerzy to the employment of the 
militia out of work in the repair of water- 
ways and roads, and the planting of trees. 
The efforts of T’ieh Shan to increase the 
breed of sheep by giving away lambs to the 
people have been attended with marked 
success, and the memorialist would solicit 
a button of the second grade for Wang 
Pi-ta, a brevet of Provincial Judge for 
T’ieh Shan, and brevet of Prefect for Pao 
Ch’ang, sub-Prefect of Lan-chow, whose 
care for the interests of the people have 
been most commendable. It will be for 
Yang Ch’ang-chiin to apply to His Majesty 
for the bestowal of rewards upon the 
engineers and workmen, native and foreign, 
employed in the silk agencies and woollen 
factory, who have acquitted themselves in a 
creditable manner.—By a Rescript appended 
to the memorial, the honours solicited for 
the three ofticers in question are granted. 

(3) In a postscript memorial, the same 
officer begs that Yang Ch’ang-chiin may 
be associated with Lin Chin-t’ang in 
his duties as Administrator of the New 
Dominion.—Granted by Rescript. 

The following memorials from the same 
officer on the subject of silk cultivation and 
the woollen manufactory at Lan-chow 
Fu appeared in the manuscript Gazette of 
the Ist of February, but have not, so far, 
been published in the printed edition. Chun 
Ying-t’av, District Magistrate of Ch’ung- 
yang in Hupeh, with brevet rank of Salt 
Inspector, who some time ago was dis- 
charged from the public service, but at 
memorialist’s application was placed under 
his orders, brought with him from Ché- 
kiang, his native place, sixty hands skilled 
in the rearing of silkworms and the 
cultivation of the mulberry, whose services 
he had engaged there. He also brought 
with him mulberry plants and silkworms’ 
eggs with all the necessary appliances 
for the establishment of an experi- 
mental silk manufactory, in the strong 
hope of being able to establish on the 
western frontier that branch of industry 
which has made Chékiang so prosperous, 
Full particulars of the experiment have 
been given in a memorial despatched by 


the memorialist on the 25th of May, 1880, 
detailing in outline the measures adopted 
for the reorganisation of the New 
Dominion. On the arrival of the memorial- 
ist at Hami on the 15th of June last, 
Chun Ying-t’ao submitted to him the new 
silk turned out at the manufactories at 
Hami, Turfan, Guché, and Aksu. Upon 
careful inspection of this silk, the 
memorialist found that the colour was 
as white and the texture as fine as that 
manufactured in the central provinces, and, 
in answer to questions put to them, the 
Chékiang operatives were unanimous in 
their assertion that the local mulberry leaf 
was larger, thicker, and more succulent 
than that of Chékiang, and certainly well 
adapted for the rearing of the worm. 
Unfortunately, the season was already 
over, and few worms had been reared in 
consequence. Ohun Ying-t’ao had also 
procured from Turfan, Guché and Aksu 
specimens of the native cocoons, the web 
of which was thin, and the colour yellow, 
so that the silk procured' from them was 
fifty per cent. poorer than the Chékiang 
silk. The memorialist recently inspected 
sume parcels of native crinkled thread, 
silk and satin, submitted to him by special 
agents, and he found that the thread some- 
what resembled the Chékiang product, 
and if it were possible to mix a larger 
proportion of Chékiang leaves with the 
native food of the worm, the silk procured 
would be of better quality, and hence there 
would be a saving both of material and prime 
cost; andif, which would be better still, 
plants could be procured from Chékiang, 
and the worm treated and the cocoons 
reeled off by the processes employed in 
that province, the better qualities would 
not be inferior to the Chékiang thread. 
In process of time, the Chékiang industry 
would strike new root in the north-west, 
and, with «a competition amongst buyers, 
trade would extend, and the people would 
be enriched. Lin Chin-t’ang has now sent 
Chun Ying-t’ao to the four western cities 
of Kashyaria to set up factories there 
and teach the industry to the people. The 
Government forwarding azency at Shang- 
hai has at the same time been instructed 
to purchase more young mulberry plants 
and a large quantity of exvgs, that the 
industry may be widely extended, and the 
greatest possible benefit derived from it. 
This project, the memorialist ventures to 
believe, is of paramount importance both 
to Kansu aud the New Dominion. 

The memorial concludes with a prayer 
that Chun Ying-t’ao, in consideration of 
his services in this matter, may be relieved 
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from the ban of exclusion in perpetuity 
from employment in an official capacity 
under which he at present labuurs.—This 
request is granted by a Rescript appended 
to the memorial, but announces that the 
privilege must not afford a precedent for 
similar applications. 

Postscript memorial from Tso Tsung-t’ang 
and others. The road to the development of 
wealth lies simply in the opening of the 
sources of wealth andregulating the channels 
of expenditure. Kansu isa notoriously poor 
province, but, says the ‘Yi Kung,” ‘its 
wealth consists mainly in the preparin: of 
skins ;”’ while its soil is thick, its water 
deep, and it furnishes all the five metals. 
Since passing through Shénsi [years ayo], 
the memorialist has made enquiries at 
every place he came to, and he is humbly 
of opinion that while channels of expendi- 
ture admit of no further restriction, there 
are still sources of wealth that can be 
developed, and the development of these 
resources of wealth should form an 
important feature in schemes for the 
reorganisation of the province. In the 
year 1878, Hu Kuang-yung, delegate of 
the Shanghai Government agency, was 
directed to engage the services of German 
artificers skilled in the manufacture 
of cloth, the dredging of rivers, and 
the boring of wells and mining, who were 
to procure the necessary appliances and 
bring them to Lan-chow in order to instruct 
the people in their use. This has already 
been referred to in detail in the report 
of the memorialist upon the reorganisation 
of the New Dominion. Last year, these 
operatives tried their machinery inside the 
frontier, and set up a cloth factory outside 
the south gate of the provincial capital, 
Chang Tsung-han and Yang Ming-chiin, 
Taotais, with Lai Chang, Brigadier-General, 
being appointed superintendents of the 
work. All the machinery having arrived 
during the summer of the present year, a 
day was fixed and they set to work. A 
number of pieces of the material known 
as ‘Spanish Stripes” have now been 
manufactured, and althouzh they are not 
equal to the foreign article in quality 
or workmanship, they are quite presentable 
in the main. Hereafter, by constant endea- 
vours to secure fineness and closeness of 
texture, there will be no difticulty in 
attaining the same excellence as that of 
the foreiyn article. Twenty foreign looms 
in all have been set up, six of which are in 
full work at present, and as soon as the 
apprentices are expert enough, they can be 
set to work at the other machines. When 
all the machines are at work the probable 
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annual out-put will amount to six or seven 
thousand pieces. Sheep’s wool is fairly 
cheap in Kansu, so in a few years, not 
only will the capital invested be recovered 
in full, but this source of wealth on the 
western frontier will be of untold benefit 
to the country. Dredging and dyke-digying 
was first tried on the Ching River. A Board 
was established last autumn at P’ing-liang 
Fu, and Liao P’u-ming, Acting Mayistrate 
of the P’ing-liang District, was deputed to 
superintend the operations from their 
commencement. A canal more than 40 li 
in length has now been dug, and the river 
has been dredged for 3,500 feet or so. But 
the bed of the Ching River being stony, and 
the German workmen having reported that 
better appliances exist for removing stones 
and raising mud, Hu Kuang-yung has been 
directed to purchase these. If, upon arrival, 
they should be found to work with less 
labour and better results, no considerations 
of economy in outlay should be allowed 
to stand in the way of doing the work 
thoroughly. The mining and boring imple- 
ments are too small. They were tried last 
year at two or three places with indifferent 
results, and the foreign workmen, Mihaili 
and Lantziissti, were accordingly sent 
back, the metalliferous districts of Hsi- 
ning and Kan-liang being left to native 
capitalists to work. 
the above experiments effectual in their 
results, proper appliances must first be 
secured, and as the employment of foreign 
labour and the purchase of machinery for 
the manufacture of cloth and dredging is 
anew experiment, the restrictions appli- 
cable to ordinary expenditure cannot be 
applied in such a case. Exclusive of the 
cost of mining implements, which were paid 
for by Hu Kuang-yung out of his private 
funds, the following is an account of the 
expenditure :— 


Total cost of weaving, dredging and 
boring apparatus, with the usual 


dues and duties...... Hunan Tis. 118,832 
Freight from Germany to Shang- 

hai, and carriage thence to Hu- 

peh and Kansu, with marine 

INSULANCE.......ccsesessscesccssscesee 02,975 


Building expenses, pay of foreign 
workmen, linguists, Chinese 
deputies and superintendents, 

OC ree rereoveee easenes Sesdecusees eesseee ¥110,305 

All these sums have been actually 
disbursed, and should come under the 
heading of extraordinary expenditure. 

February 8th and 9th.—The whole of 
this day’s Gazette is occupied by a memorial 


* Sic, in orig. 
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In fine, to render - 


from the Censor Ko Ching, exposing abuses 
in the Huai-an salt trade and urgently 
advocating the necessity of reorganising 
the whole system. The paper is full of 
statistics and technicalities which are far 
from interesting. 

February 10th and 11th.—(1) A decree 
acknowledging a report from the Tartar 
General and Governor-General of Szechuen, 
announcing the complete suppression of a 
rising amongst a tribe of aborigines known 
as the Lu I'an, near Chan Fui-ju, in that 
province, who had attacked a Government 
stockade in the winter of last year, and 
had been guilty of numerous acts of 
incendiarism, murder, and pillage. The 
disaffection was fostered by the duplicity 
of the chieftain, but in course of time a force 
was sent ayainst the savages, a number of 
them were captured, and three of their 
stockades razed to the ground. The 
chieftain and others escaped across the 
frontier into Thibet, and the Resident there 
is hereby called upon to demand their 
immediate rendition. The promptitude of 
the Prefect who was placed in charge of the 
expedition against the savages is com- 
mended, and he is granted the brevet of a 
Taotai with the order of the Baturn. A 
judicious selection of certain of the officers 
connected with the expedition is to be 
made, and their names submitted to his 
Majesty. 

(2) A second decree referring to the 
murder case at Féng-tien, the trial of which, 
by a recent decree, has been ordered to be 
transferred to Peking. It has been repre- 
sented to his Majesty that the testimony of 
the officers who held the inquest on the 
murdered men is most conflicting. They 
are therefore directed to hold themselves 
in readiness to appear at the fresh trial 
that is to be held in Peking. 


(3) The only other document of import- 
ance in this day’s issue is a report from 
the Governor-General of the Hukuang 
provinces, announcing the suppression of a 
riot at Ch’i Chow, in Hupeh, got up by 
certain farmers under cover of a protest 
against payment of taxes. The rioters 
had not only burnt the houses of a certain 
landholder, but had erected barriers for 
the exaction of taxes, and had plundered 
the country inevery direction. The details 
of this rising are summarised in a decree 
of the 19th of September, 1880. 

February 12th and 13th.—The whole of 
this day’s Gazette is occupied with formal 
reports and applications. 

(1-2) The Governor of Shénsi recom- 
mends officers for the post of District 
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Magistrate and sub-Prefect respectively, 
the record of their previous careers vccupy- 
ing some ten pages and more. 


(3) Ch’eng Fou, Financial Commissioner 
of Honan, reports the assumption of his 
duties, and returns thanks for his appoint- 
ment, 

(4) Yui Shan, Judge of Honan, presents 
a similar memorial. 

(5) The Acting Governor-General of 
Szechuen reports that he has forwarded 


the annual tribute of incense, cinnabar, 
hartall, and tea. 


February 14th and 15th.—(1) A further 
series of prayers for snow is to be held 


at the various State temples on the 
19th instant, His Majesty taking a 
part. 


(2) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General 
of Chihli, reports the trial of a case of 
fratricide that occurred at Wu-ch’iao Hsien, 
in that province. Chang Té-tzii, alias 
Chang Hsi-chiu, is a native of Wu-ch’iao 
Haien, and lived with his brother Chang 
Hsi-shan, Chang Ming-chih, their uncle, 
having no children, wished to adopt 
Chang Té-tzii as his son, but before the 
arrangements were completed, Chang Hsi- 
shan, wishing to possess himself of the 
family inheritance, insisted that his brother 
should move at once into his uncle’s 
house, and refused to allow him the use 
of the common furniture and utensils 
of the house. This caused ill-feeling 
between the brothers, and in the spring 
of last year, Chany Hsi-shan removed the 
tables and chairs from his brother’s room, 
and threw everything on the floor. Chany 
Té-tzi tried to replace the furniture, but 
his brother refused to let him do so, and 
insisted ou his leaving the house at once. 
A quarrel ensued, and at last the elder 
brother gave Chang Té-tzii till the next 
morning to leave the house. Chang Té- 
tzii_ brooded over his wrongs during the 
night, and the next morning early, before 
his brother had risen from his bed, he 
attacked him with a hoe and killed him, 
wounding also his sister-in-law and nephew, 
who came to the rescue of the murdered 
man, The neighbours were attracted 
by the noise, and at once seized Chang 
Té-tzii and handed him over to the authori- 
ties. As he did not deny his guilt, 
it only remained to pass sentence upon 
him, and in accordance with the law on 
the subject he has been sentenced to death 
by the slow and painful process, after 
having had the two characters hsinng fun, 
murderer, branded on the left check. 
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February 16th and 17th.—(1) Kuang 


Ying epi is appointed Superintendent 
of Imperial Manufactories at Hangchow. 

(2) A decree. The Censor Lou Yii p’u 
requests that the practice of establishing 
private houses of detention by department 
and district Magistrates may be peremptorily 
prohibited. The unauthorised establish- 
ment of houses of detention is forbidden 
by law, but according to the Censor’s 
statement there is a house of detention of 
this nature at Hsien-chii Hsien, in Ché- 
kiang, in which numbers of people are 
contined, the names of whom do not appear 
in the register of persons under detention, 
and they are at the mercy of unscrupulous 
underlings who oppress and insult well- 
disposed people as it suits their will. If 
these allegations be trne, a great hardship 
is imposed upon the people, and T’an Chung- 
lin, the Governor, is hereby instructed to 
enquire carefully into the matter, and take 
such action as the law requires, Other 
Governors-General and Governors will also 
put a stop to malpractices of this nature, 
should such exist. 

(3) Memorial from Ming An, Governor 
of Kirin, and his colleague Yii Liang, 
reporting the result of an enquiry into 
a charge of abduction of a serving-maid 
brought against a titled officer called Chih 
Wén. At a previous enquiry this officer 
had obstinately refused to acknowledge 
his guilt, and had given such evasive 
answers that application was made tu His 
Majesty to deprive him of his title, that he 
might be placed on his trial as a common 
individual. A decree having been received 
sanctioning this arrangement, Chih Wén 
was in due course brought up for trial, and, 
with the plaintiff, was subjected to a 
rigorous examination. The following facts 
were then elicited. Chih Wénisa yiin cht 
ytt borne on the roster of the Bordered 
Yellow Banner Corps, and the plaintiff, 
Wang Chin-t’ang, is a Chinese subject 
under the jurisdiction of the sub-Prefect 
of Kirin. The maid who was abducted is 
the daughter of Wang Chin-t’ang. The 
wife of Wang Chin-t’ang having years ago 
proclaimed herself to be the adopted 
daughter of Chih Wén, he was in the 
habit of going often to see her, and'on these 
occasions he saw the maid, who did not 
retire when he paid his visits. Chih Wén 
wanted to seduce her, but he never got an 
opportunity, so in the month of February, 
1880, he begged his mother to make an 
application to Wang Chin-t’ang to let the 
girl come and help her in her household 
work, Wang Chin-t’ang and his wife 
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consented, as they were connections by 
adoption. The girl accordingly went to 
the house and slept with Chih Wén’s 
mother. A few days after her arrival, 
Chih’s Wén mother had occasion to visit a 
relation, and having business there did not 
return that night. This gave Chih Wén 
the opportunity he was waiting for, and 
the girl reluctantly yielded to his solicita- 
tion. In course of time the girl became 
enceinte, and Chih Wén, fearing that his 
misbehaviour would be known, prevailed 
on his mother, to whom he confessed 
his misdeeds, to conceal the girl and 
not let her go home. Her mother, how- 
ever, insisted so repeatedly upon her return 
that she was eventually sent back, buta 
few days afterwards she ran away and 
returned to Chih Wén’s house. Wang Chin- 
t’ang then went with his son to the house 
and insisted upon the girl being given up 
to them, but Chih Wén declared he did 
not know where she was. Chih Wén then 
determined to make the girl his concu- 
bine, and having obtained his mother’s 
consent, her hair was cut in the fashion 
adopted by married women, after which 
she was sent to a relatives house to 
whom it was explained that she had mis- 
behaved herself, and it was necessary 
to hide her, as in her father’s absence 
her brother wanted to kill her. In pity 
for her distress the relative gave her 
shelter, until, as explained by Chih 
Wén, her father should return. From 
this house she was removed at the end of 
ten days or so to a cousin’s house, where 
the same story was told. Wang Chin- 
t’ang, having reason to believe that the 
girl had been hidden by Chih Wén, 
went at last with his son, both of 
them armed with thick sticks, to Chih 
Wén’s house and demanded the girl once 
more. Another relative of Chih Wén, 
fearing that trouble would ensue, then 
sent the girl back to her father’s house, 
and Wang Chin-t’ang, when he saw that 
his dauyhter had adopted the coiffure of 
@ married woman, brought a charge of 
abduction against Chih Wén. He has 
now been sentenced, subject to approval, 
to servitude on the military post roads. 
The girl, whose offence is mitigated by the 
fact of her voluntary return to her father’s 
house, is sentenced to ninety blows and 
banishment for two years, but this punish- 
ment will be commuted, in virtue of her 
sex, by a money payment. 

February 18th.—(1) Memorial from the 
Commissary and Deputy Commissary . at 
Jéhol, submitting a report of the manner 
in which the sums paid as rents on 
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property have been expended 


Banner 
during the past year. The item of 
foraze for Imperial horses sent to 


the Jéhol branch of the Collectorate of 
Rents on Banner Property, by the various 
farms whose duty it is to supply this 
forage, is commuted by an annual money 
payment. An application was some time 
since made to His Majesty for permission 
to pay the military stationed at Jéhol out 
of this sum, and, as arranged by a previous 
Commissary, a separate return of receipts 
under this heading was sent in at the end of 
theyear. The memorialist now begs toreport 
that these commutation payments from the 
various Government farms for the past year 
amounted to Tls. 4,466, all of which sum 
has been devoted to the pay of the troops. 
This year’s rents have now been collected, 
and will be devoted to the same object. , 
No other documents of importance. 
February 19th.—(1) Memorial from the 
Governor-General of Yiinnan and Kuei- 
chow and the Governor of Yiiunan, 
representing that there is a block of expect- 
ants of oftice in the latter province, and 
praying that for the present no more 
expectant officials may be sent there. At 
the present moment, there are over thirty 
expectant Taotais and Prefects on proba- 
tion; nearly a hundred sub-Prefects of 
various grades, Salt Commissioners, and 
Assistant sub-Prefects ; a hundred depart- 
ment and district Magistrates; and some 
four hundred minor oilicials of various 
denominations, making in all nearly 
seven hundred officers waiting employment. 
They still keep on coming, and the number 
is already in excess of those allotted to other 
provinces. There are only five vacancies 
for the posts uf Taotai and Prefect to which 
otlicers can be nominated by the Provincial 
Government, and even with those to which 
the Board reserve the right of appointing 
otticers, the number is only ninety-seven. 
In the Salt Department and other minor 
grades, there are only seventeen vacancies 
for which oflicers can be selected by the 
Provincial Government or transferred from 
other posts, and, all told, the whole number 
of posts does not exceed a hundred and 
thirty-eight. There are many times this 
number of expectants for them, and so 
poor is the country that special appoint- 
ments are few in number. Living, more- 
ever, is dear in the provincial capital, with 
the result that thuse who are waiting for 
appointments are reduced to great poverty. 
The chances of those who are now arriving 
are still more hopeless, and the disappoint- 
ment that their inability to obtain employ- 
ment will cause is sure to create a strong 
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feeling of discontent, which cannot but be 
detrimental to the carrying out of public 
business. —Rescript : It is noted. 

(2-8) Memorials from the Governor- 
General Tso Tsung-t’ang on sericulture 
and the manufacture of woollen cloth by 
foreign machinery. Translations of these 
documents have already appeared as an 
appendix to the summaries for the 6th of 
February. 

February 20th.—(1) Memorial from the 
Governor-General of the Two Kuang Pro- 
vinces and the Governor of Kuangtung, 
reporting the result of an enquiry into 
certain charges brought against one Liang 
Ying-k’un, a notable residing at Canton, by 
a Censor who accused him of making use of 
his official privileges to extort money from 
numerous merchants and shop keepers. 
The charges are five in number, viz :— 

(1.) That owing to his interference, 
Tis. 130,000 and upwards were wasted in a 
futile attempt to deepen the river at 
Fatshan, he having dissuaded the people 
interested from undertaking the work in 
sections, as was their first intention. 

(2) That one of his sons, a deputy in 
charge of the works at Fatshan, had 
employed the irregular troops and yamén 
runners under his orders to extort money 
on his account ; and that he was aided and 
abetted in these fraudulent practices by 
another son of the notable in question. 

(3) That he made a false measure of 
length, and by means of this false measure 
caused more buildings on either bank to be 
removed than were necessary. Also, when 
the works were at a standstill, he continued 
to levy subscriptions for carrying on the 
work. 

(4) That he applied public money to the 
construction of a temple in his own honour. 

(5) That he falsely stated his sons to be 
natives of Nan-hai Hsien (Canton), he 
himself being a native of Shun-té Hsien ; 
and that this false statement was made 
with a view to facilitating the purchase of 
rank by his sons. Also that he claimed a 
button of the second grade, to which he 
had no right. 

All these charges are gone into at great 
Jength, the report occupying the whole 
of this day’s Guzette. The result of the 
enquiries made by the memorialists is, 
in sum, to the effect that on the first 
count he is not responsible for the so-called 
failure, as the plan was adopted by general 
consent, while the money was raised by 
voluntary contributions, the total being 
Ts. 120,000, and not T'ls. 130,000, as stated 
by the Censor. So far, again, from being 
a failure, the work has been successfully 
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accomplished. The accounts, moreover, 
which are open to inspection, show that 
he did not extort contributions or appro- 
priate money to his own use. His son was 
sent to keep order over the workmen 
at the express request of the gentry them- 
selves, and his second son was not at 
Fatshan until after the brother had left. 
The charge of using false measures is untrue, 
the measures used by him being issued by 
the authorities. The so-called temple built 
by him was not a temple at all, but a 
public office for the management of future 
repairs, and as yet it has not been built. 
His family did belong years ago to Shun-té 
Hsien, but in the reign of Kia Ching they 
moved to Fat-shan, and in the reign of 
Tao Kuang he formally registered himself 
as a native of Nan-hai. His button was 
procured for him by his son-in-law. 

The only fault the memorialists can find 
in the conduct of Liang Ying-k’un is his 
proposal to build a public oftice, which, 
however, he did not build, and as he is 
dead, it is not, they consider, worth while 
to visit this slight shortcoming upon 
him. 

February 21st.—(1) A decree expressing 
the Imperial regrets at the death of Chou 
Yii-ch’iian, General of the Ou-yang Brigade, 
in Hupeh. This officer has seen twenty 
years of distinguished service, and has at all 
times shown himself zealous and careful in 
the discharge of his duties. The posthu- 
mous honours allotted by law to military 
officers who have died a natural death after 
a distinguished career are to be bestowed 
upon him, and a record of his services is to 
be published by the State Historiourapher’s 
Office. Permission is also granted for the 
erection of temples to his memory in the 
provinces in which he distinguished him- 
self. 

(2) Kung Chi-ch’ang fi is 


appointed General of the Ou-yang Brigade 
in Hupeh. 

(3) Yang Ch’ang-chiin, Acting Governor- 
General of Shénsi and Kansu, and Acting 
FinancialCommissioner of Kansu, announces 
his resumption of the seals of office of 
the former post upon the 3rd of January, 
and returns thanks for his appointment 
and the contidence that has thus been 
reposed in him, a confidence that he feels 
he does not deserve. His former short- 
comings, which led to his dismissal from 
the post of Governor of Chékiang, still 
weigh heavily on his mind, and he feels 
ashamed when he recalls them to his 
memory. He is filled with apprehension 
as he thinks at dead of night of the 
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responsibilities that have now devolved 
upon him, and.of his inability to perform 
his duties in an efficient manner. 

No other documents of importance. 

February 22nd.—(Court Circular.) The 
Governor of Shun-t’ien Fu reports a fall of 
snow to the depth of upwards of an inch. 

(1) Shih Nien-tsu, Judge of Kansu, is 
ordered to Peking to await other employ- 
ment. His place is be filled by Wei Kuang- 


shou + 


(2) Joint Memorial from Tso Tsung-t’ang 
and Yang Ch’ang-chiin, submitting a list of 
the names of the officers who distinguished 
themselves during the suppression of the 
rising at Kua-tai Kou. (See Gazette of 
11th October, 1880.) 

(3) The Governor of Hupeh recommends 
one T’u Ssii-hsiin, Magistrate of the Hsien- 
féng District, for promotion to the post of 
Magistrate of the Ch’ung-yang District, 
which combines the three qualifications of 
** busy,” ‘‘ unhealthy,” and ‘‘ important,” 
and hence requires as its incumbent an 
officer of tact and experience. The memorial, 
which, as usual, furnishes an account 
of the antecedents of the nominee, quotes 
extensively from the law laying down the 
various alternatives that are to be adopted 
in the case of the absence of certain classes 
of officers to whom priority of selection is 
given. 

(3) A similar application is made by the 
Governor-General at Foochow for the 
appointment of an officer to the post of 
Magistrate of the Lien-ch’éng District. 

(4) The Governor of Kiangsi reports 
that there are no unsettled cases of brigand- 
age in that province for the past year, 
nor any cases unsettled upon which special 
decrees have been issued. 


February 23rd.—({1) Memorial from the 
Governor of Anhui, submitting a return of 
the troops, combatant and defensive, at 
present enrolled in that province. This 
return is submitted in accordance with an 
Imperial decree issued in the year 1862, 
calling upon each province to forward a list 
of the provincial armies at the close of 
every year. In the case of the province of 
Anhui, this practice was interrupted by the 
late rebellion, owing to the loss of men and 
disappearance of the various rolsters and 
other documents necessary for the compila- 
tion of these returns. In the year 1865, 
the standing army distributed in the various 
garrisons was raised to fifty per cent. of the 
fixed number, and in 1866, further enlist- 
ments were made, raising the number still 
higher. In the same year also, men for the 
combative branch were enlisted to the 
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number of thirty per cent. of the full 
amount, and from the year 1866 onwards 
returns of the numbers enlisted were 
annually submitted to the Throne, and it 
was explained that when the provincial 
army had been raised to its old numerical 
standard, the returns would again be sent 
in in the form prescribed by the decree of 
1862. The time having now arrived for 
returns of the army to be furnished 
as existing at the close of the year 1879, 
the lists have been drawn up by the 
Financial Commissioner, and submitted to 
the memorialist for inspection. He has to 
observe that by the old standard, the army 
of Anhui should consist of 9,442 men, of 
whom 918 should be cavalry, 1,739 comba- 


, tant infantry, and 6,785 employed for 


defensive purposes. ‘his standard has, 
however, never been reached since the 
rebellion, but by yearly additions the army 
has again been raised to the following 
numbers :— 

Defensive troops, distributed over 

17 yarrisons ...........c0cc008 

Combatant infantry . 
Garrison at Su-chow........... ssbasnccaus 
Garrison at Lung Shan-ying ........ . 








Total...8,262 

(2) The Governor of Kirin reports that he 
has despatched the offering of sturgeon and 
other fish that is sent twice every winter 
to His Majesty. When the Amoor River was 
frozen over this winter, hunters were sent 
to the waters where the sturgeon are to be 
found. They took ten sturgeon and 409 
other fish of various kinds, which were sent 
down to memorialist in December last. 
After carefully inspecting these fish, he had 
them wrapped in matting and entrusted 
them to a Lieutenant for conveyance to 
Peking. A list of the fish is forwarded 
separately. 

February 24th.—(1) Memorial from the 
Governor of Hunan, submitting an applica- 
tion on behalf of the gentry of the Héng 
Shan District in that province, for per- 
mission to erect a memorial temple to Li 
Wei-wu, late General of the Han-chung 
Division in Shénsi, who was born in the 
district in question.—Granted by Rescript. 

(2) Memorial from the Governor of 
Shéngking, soliciting the bestowal of a 
memorial board upon the temple to the 
river god at Hsin-min T’ing, to whom 
prayers for protection on the occasion of 
crossing the river, and supplications for 
the abatement of floods have ever met with 
a ready response. 

(3) The remainder of this day’s Gazette 
is occupied by a memorial from the same 


officer, requesting the removal of a murder 
case to Peking, in which there is a suspicion 
of foul play, and the evidence is must 
contradictory. The criminal, Li Yung-chih, 
confessed to the murder of an official and 
his son, out of vengeance for the interrup- 
tion of his illicit intercourse with the wife 
of the former. The woman, who was also 
wounded inadvertently by the assassin, 
declared that thoughshe had known Li Yung- 
chih criminally before her marriage, she had 
since repented ofher misconduct, and would 
have nothing to say to him. She also 
charged one Kuan Chieh-hsiang with being 
an accessory to the crime. This was at the 
preliminary investigation, and before the 
prisoners could be brought up for trial at 
Shéngking the woman died. Li Yung-chih 
then denied his previous confession, and his 
denial was corroborated by his wife, who 
further produced evidence to prove an 
alibi. The trial was postponed for the 
production of these and other witnesses, and 
ofticers were deputed to examine them. No 
report was received from these oflicers fora 
long time, so a Taotai was sent to assist in 
the investigation. He reported that there 
were suspicious circumstances connected 
with the case which led him to believe 
that his colleagues had been screening 
some one. He begyed to withdraw there- 
fore from the enquiry, and requested that 
his associates might also be withdrawn. 
It was finally reported to the memorialist 
that Li Yung-chih had fallen sick in prison 
and died. Officers were then sent to 
inspect the body, and they reported that 
Li Yung-chih died from the efforts of 
torture. This report was subsequently 
altered by the committee of investiyation. 
Enquiries were again made, when it was 
discovered that the nails of the deceased 
were blue, and his wrists were broken. 
The memorialist, upon the application of 
the coroner, who pronounced himself 
unable to discover the actual cause of 
death, sent another officer with an 
experienced coroner to view the body, 
but on application to the Board of Punish- 
ments to associate an otticer with the 
Magistrate, the Vice-President refused on 
the ground that he had laid this case before 
the Throne and had applied for the 
despatch of a high officer specially to enquire 
into the case. Under these circumstances 
the memorialist makes a similar application. 
Rescript: By a decree issued yesterday in 
answer to Ch’i Hsin, We have ordered all 
the parties and documents in this case to 
be transferred to Peking. Let them, in 
accordance with the instruction contained 
in this decree, be forwarded without delay. 
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February 25th. —(1) The Governor- 
General at Foochow reports the arrival of 
a small Corean junk in distress at Hui-an 
Hsien in the Fuhkien province. The crew 
of the boat, seven in all, who communicated 
with the Magistrate in writing, said that 
they had set sail from the south of Corea 
intending to go northwards, but that they 
had been blown out of their course, and 
had found themselves after twelve days off 
Hui-an Hsien, where the fishermen of the 
place came to their aid. They were sent 
by the Magistrate to Foochow, and they 
said they had been well treated on the 
road thither. The memorialist has to 
observe that it used to be the rule to 
send shipwrecked Coreans overland to 
Peking, but this practice has been departed 
from on the last two occasions, and they 
have been sent by sea, an arrangement 
which met with the high appreciation of 
the men themselves, as it was a more 
expeditious and comfortable way of 
travelling. The weather at this season 
would render a land journey particularly 
uncomfortable, and as, on the other hand,the 
men could not yet reach Taku or Tientsin 
in consequence of the closing of the naviga- 
tion, the memorialist proposes to keep 
them in Foochow until the spring, when 
they will be sent by steamer to Tientsin, 
vid Shanghai. ; 

(2) Memorial from the Governor of Ché- 
kiang. It is required by law that a census 
of the population of every department and 
district in each province be taken once a 
year, and the results thus ascertained be 
reported to His Majesty. From returns 
furnished to the memorialist, based on 
the tithing lists which have been personally 
verified by each Prefect, the memorialist 
finds that the population of Chékiang at 
the close of the 6th year of Kuang Sii (or 
1880,) was altogether 11,557,767. 

February. 26th.—(Court Circular.) The 
Grand Secretary Tso paid his respects on 
arrival at Peking, and was received in 
audience. 

(1) A further series of prayers for mois- 
ture is ordered to be held on the 2nd of 
March, in which His Majesty will take part. 

(2) Pao T’ing is appointed Secretary of 
the Grand Secretariat, with brevet rank of 
Vice-President of the Board of Ceremonies. 

(3) A decree. Li Han-chang having 
recently solicited the bestowal of a posthu- 
mous distinction on Chou Yu-ch’iian, 
Briyadier-General, who had distinguished 
himself repeatedly in the field, and whose 
death was accelerated by the numerous 
vicissitudes he had undergone, We granted 
to the deceased oflicer the honours allotted 
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by law to those who have distinguished | 
themselves in active military service, and , 
further ordered that a record of his exploits 
be drawn up by the State Historiographer’s 
Office, sanctioning, at the same time, 
the erection of a memorial temple to his 
honour in his native place. We had 
not decided whether or no to grant 
the Governor-General’s request for the 
bestowal of a title on the deceased. Chang 
K’ai, Expositor of the Han-lin, has now 
represented that the deceased officer had 
no claim to extraordinary marks of dis- 
tinction, and he prays that those granted 
may be cancelled. We will not consider 
the application of the Expositor that these 
marks of distinction be cancelled, but We 
desire all Governors-General and Governors 
to be more careful hereafter in satisfying 
themselves as to the validity of the claims 
they support for the bostowal of marks of 
distinction which are intended to testify 
the approbation of the Throne for loyalty 
and devotion. 





(4) Memorial from the Duke of Chao, 
Captain-General of the Blue Banner Corps, 
who solicits His Majesty’s instructions upon 
acertain matter. Thereisatreasury attached 
to the memorialist’s corps, which is guarded 
by a lieutenant of the guards and two 
men, of whom there are six relays, that 
come on duty alternately. On the 26th of 
the 12th moon of last year, which was the 
day for changing the guard, it was reported 
by the relief guard that they had found 
the soldier on duty dead from wounds 
received, The Colonel and a number of 
military secretaries went to the spot on 
receipt of this report, and they then found 
that a soldier, Tséng Fu by name, was, as 
stated, lying dead from wounds received, 
and that the lock of the treasury door had 
fallen off, showing clearly that a theft had 
been committed. The lieutenant and the 
other soldier of the guard were called on 
to explain, and they reported that they 
had surreptitiously left their post upon the 
day in question and could therefore give 
no account of the outrage. They were 
accordingly handed over to the Board of 
Punishments for examination. Subse- 
quent enquiry by a secretary of that Board 
has led to the discovery that Tls. 573 are 
missing from the ‘Treasury, and the 
memorialist has now to request that the 
lieutenant and soldier of the guard who 
left their post without authority may, 
as a preliminary step, be cashiered and 
handed over to the Board of Punishments 
for trial, that the Colonel and Secreta- 
ries responsible for permitting this 
dereliction of duty may be committed 
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to the Board for the determination of 
penalties ; and that the memorialist him- 
self may likewise be committed to his 
Board for the determination of a penalty. 
He further prays that the metropolitan 
executive may be instructed to make search 
for aud capture the perpetrators of this 
outrage. (For decree see Gazette of 4th 
February.) 

February 27th.—(Court Circular.) Tho 
Grand Secretary Tso was received in 
audience. 

(1) A decree. The Grand Secretary 
Tso Tsung-t’ang will take chief control of 
the affairs of the Board of War, and will 
join the Grand Council and the Ministers 
of the ‘T'sung-li Yamén. 

No other documents of importance. 

February 28ch.--(1) Tséng Kuo-cl’itan 
4h | AS is appointed Governor-General 


of Shénsi and Kansu, and is summoned at 
once to Peking for audience. Wei Jung- 
kuang (aK is appointed Governor of 
Shansi. 

(2) A decree. The Imperial Clan Court 
solicit instructions as to whether ‘Tsai Ho, 
a noble of the Imperial lineage, twelfth in 
the line af descent, who has recently been 
cashiered, shall retain this title or lose it. 
Tsai Ho is permitted to retain his title of 
Féngén Chiang-chiin. 

(3) Joint memorial from Cl’i Yuan, 
Ming An, Fu Shéng, and Yii Liang, 
Military Governors and Deputy Governors 
of the provinces of Féng-t’ien and Kirin 
respectively, reporting that they have 
appuinted high ofticers to patrol the frontier 
in company with an armed force, as 
required by regulation. The memorialist 
Ch’i Yuan selected as his agent a brevet 
Lieutenant-General now stationed at Ch’ang- 
tu Fu, with another subordinate oflicer, 
who were directed -to march to the frontier 
of Féng-t’ien, there to meet the force sent 
by the Governor of that province, and engage 
in a joint patrol of the frontier. The 
memorialists have now to report that this 
patrol has been made, and it has been 
found that the country on either side of 
the frontier and of the roads thither is 
quiet; there are no hordes of mounted 
banditti or lawless ruttians who prey upon 
the people. 

(4) Memorial from Féng Shén. Shortly 
after his arrival at his post, the memorialist 
heard that cases had occurred in the 
sub-Prefecture of Kuei-hua of solitary 
travellers being garotted on the roads in 
the early morning and at night for the sake 
He 
accordingly sent a force of soldiers and 
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runners to patrol in every direction and 
seize the perpetrators of the outrages. In 
due course two individuals were arrested 
at a village called Erh-tao-ho-tza, whu con- 
fessed to having waylaid certain travellers 
whom they strangled by throwing a hempen 
rope round their necks from behind, and 
robbing them of their clothes and packs 
after they were dead. Their guilt having 
been clearly proved, they were bound and 
led forth to a public place and summarily 
decapitated, their heads being exposed at 
the sceno of their crimes, 

March 1st.—(Court Circular.) Tho 
Governor of Shun-t’ien reports a fall of 
snow in the capital to the depth of two 
inches and upwards. 

(1) ‘The Governor of Anhui calls atten- 
tion to the plethora of expectant ofticials 
awaiting employment in that province, and 
prays that no more may be sent forward 
for a time. The establishment of the 
purchase system at the close of the rebel- 
lion resulted in a rush of aspirants for 
oflice which has increased the class of 
expectant officials many-fold. To such 
an extent, indeed, that Hupeh and several 
other provinces, one after the other, 
have applied to have the. flow of 
expectant officials that comes steadily 
pouring in temporarily stopped, with the 
double object of clearing the block that 
lies in the path of advancement, and 
securing a better selection from which to 
choose when vacancies do occur. Some 
twenty officials, more or less, come to the 
province of Anhui every month to await 
employment. The purchase system has 
been abolished, it is true, but this has not 
checked the flow of expectants as far 
as Anhui is concerned, for now that 
the provinces of Hupeh, Kiangsu, and 
Chékiang are closed to them, they flock to 
Anhui instead. Exclusive of three Tao- 
tais, who are appointed by special decree, 
there are in the Province something over 
seventy posts of Prefectures, sub-Pre- 
fectures, departments and districts, for 
which there are considerably over two 
hundred aspirants. ‘There are also one 
hundred and sixty-six minor posts with 
over seven hundred expectants.—Referred 
to the Board. 

March 2nd.—(1) The only document of 
importance in this day’s Gazette is a long 
memorial from the Governor-General at 
Foochow and the Governor of Fuhkien, 
reporting the result of an enquiry into 
collisions that occurred on the 27th and 
29th of May, 1880, between a number of 
Kiangsi junkmen and the junkmen of the 
district known as Hsia Fu, in Fuhkien, in 
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the Chien-ning Prefecture. A decree having 
been issued by His Majesty on the occur- 
rence being reported to the Throne, in 
which the originators of the disturbance 
were ordered to be dealt with and punished, 
and the local authorities were called upon 
to draw up regulations to prevent the 
recurrence of such acts, the necessary 
instructions were given to that end, and 
troops were sent to the place to aid the 
authorities in maintaining order and arrest- 
ing the promoters of the disturbance. In 
due course, the Magistrates of the Kien-an 
and On-ning districts reported that they 
had inspected the bodies of nine men who 
were killed in the fray, and, at their 
request, eleven men were arrested by the 
Prefect of Chien-ning, and, later on, eight 
others who had absconded. These men, 
with some of the whartingers of the place 
at which the junks were moored, were sent 
to the provincial capital for trial. The 
oflicers appointed to examine them now 
report that the quarrel arose from an 
attempt on the part of the Hsia Fu junk- 
men to prevent the Kiangsi junkmen from 
carrying produce to places in the southern 
part of Fuhkien, and this monopoly was 
resented by the latter, with the result that 
a fight occurred in which nine people were 
killed. None of the prisoners could say 
who it was that actually gave the blows 
that caused the loss of life, inasmuch as 
so many people were engaged in the fray 
that it would be quite impossible to single 
out individuals. They denied that the 
riot was preconcerted. The ringleaders 
in the fray were either dead or had 
absconded, and the officers entrusted with 
the enquiry found it impossible to fix the 
guilt on any particular individual. Peace 
had now been restored amongst the junk- 
men, who had been compelled to resume 
the arrangements they had previously. 
adopted. The memorialists have given 
orders for the arrest of those principals 
who are still at large, and in the mean- 
time beg to submit a report of the action 
that has been taken in obedience to the 
decree above quoted. 

March 3rd.—(1) The whole of this day’s 
Gazette, with one unimportant exception, 
is occupied with a memorial from the 
Governor of Kuangsi, reporting the result 
of an enquiry into certain defalcations 
with which one T’ung Chia-hsiang, formerly 
Colonel of the Chén-an division, was 
charged by his successor in office. T’ung . 
Chia-hsiang having been removed from his 
post for incompetency, his successor, upon 
going over his accounts, found that a sum 
of Tls. 1,387 had been applied to other 
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purposes than those for which the money 
had been supplied. An enquiry was 
ordered, but T’ung Chia-hsiang, fearing 
the consequences of an exposure to him- 
self, absconded, and went to his native 
place to try and raise the money that had 
been appropriated. He succeeded in 
doing so, and then gave himself up to the 
authorities. A trial was held, and the 
following facts were ascertained. In conse- 
quence of the distance of the Chén-an 
division from the provincial capital, the 
whole of the pay of the troops for the 
year, which is Tls. 11,919, is drawn in 
advance and issued by the Colonel month 
by month. A heavy storm of rain having 
done considerable damage to the Colonel’s 
yamén, rendering it uninhabitable, he had 
it repaired and paid the account out 
of the salary fund he had in his charge, 
trusting later on to find money elsewhere 
to replace this advance ; a month or so later, 
he again drew upon this fund to pay for 
new uniforms and repairs to arms, etc., 
hoping to be able to borrow the sum from 
shopkeepers in the sub-Prefecture. In 
this expectation he was disappointed, how- 
ever, and when he gave up his charge, he was 
Tls. 1,387 to the bad. This amount, as above 
stated, he subsequently raised amongst his 
friends, and paid in to the provincial govern- 
ment in satisfaction of his defalcations. 
As the refund was made within a year, he 
would by law be absolved from punish- 
ment, had he not absconded. The penalty 
for this last offence is death by strangulation, 
but is modified by voluntary surrender. The 
circumstances of the present case are pecu- 
liar, inasmuch as T’ung Chia-hsiang was 
not in office when he ran away, and as the 
law contains no precise penalties for an 
offence of this nature, it is necessary to 
pass sentence analayously. The ‘memo- 
rialist would suggest, therefore, that T’ung- 
Chia-hsiang be sent into servitude upon 
the military post roads.—Referred to the 
Board of Punishments. 

March 4th.—(1) With two unimportant 
exceptions, the whole of this day’s Gazette 
is occupied with a memorial from the 
Governor of Kiangsu, reporting the result 
of an enquiry into the conduct of the 
Deputy Mayistrate of Ch’ung-ming, who 
was charged with having caused the death 
of an individual in consequence of having 
interested himself in a lawsuit in which 
he had no authority to interfere. The 
circumstances are as follows: Hu Shu, 
’ the Deputy Magistrate in question, was 
appointed to his present post in the autumn 
of 1877. Clvien Shéng, alias Hsieh Erh, 
was au underliug in the employ of Hu 
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Shu. Chou Fu-shéng, a native of the 
place, had adopted a son, whom he called 
Chin Cl’iian, and had betrothed him to the 
niece of one Shén Huai-chiang, whom he 
took into his own-home until she should be 
of age to marry his adopted son. The 
child was idle, and Chou Fu-shéng’s wife 
was continually correcting her. So much 
so, that in the summer of 1879, Shén 
Huai-chiang took her away, and refused 
to give her up, though repeatedly requested 
to do so by Chon Fu-shéng. The 
latter then threatened to complain to 
the authorities, but being of a timid disposi- 
tion, and never having come in contact 
with the authorities, he was afraid of 
involving himself in a lawsuit, and there- 
fore held his peace. Shén Huai-chiang, 
however, having met the Deputy Magistrate 
one day about this time, stopped his chair, 
and complained to the Mauistrate of the 
cruel treatment practised upon his niece 
by Chou Fu-shéng and his wife; Shén 
Huai-chiang’s object being to frighten 
Chou Fu-shéng into abandoning his claim 
for the girl, Hu Shu, the Magistrate, 
consented to send for Chou Fu-shéug and 
give him some good advice. With this 
object, he sent his runner Ch’ien Shéng - 
to summon Chou Fu-shéng before him. 
Ch’ien Shéng, not knowing the way to 
Chou Fu-shény’s house, got a seller of tea 
to show him the way, and having found 
the tipao, he asked him to send for Chou 
Fu-shéng. The tipao summoned Chou 
Fu-shéng to a tea-house, where Ch’ien 
Shéng was waiting, and on his arrival 
Ch’ien Shéng told him that he was wanted 
at the Deputy Magistrate’s yamén to answer 
to a complaint brought against him by 
Shén Huai-chiang. Chou Fu-shéng, who 
was a timid man and knew that Shén 
Huai-chiang was a litigious fellow, feared 
that he would be worsted in a lawsuit 
with him, so he replied that he dared not 
appear in answer to the summons. Ch’ien 
Shéng, who was afraid that his master 
would reprimand him if Chou did not 
come, threatened Chou that he would be 
brought by force if he failed to appear. 
One Kung Nien-lang, who was present 
at the discussion, undertook that Chou 
should appear on the following day, and 
Ch’ien Shéng then returned. Chou Fu- 
shéng went home and told his brother what 
had occurred, and said that he was sure he 
should get into trouble, but his brother 
consoled him. Nevertheless, Chou, in his 
timidity and shortsightedness, refused to 
accept these assurances, and, unbeknown 
to any one, bought some opium, which he 
swallowed, and shortly after died. When 


[Marcu 4—6. 





Hu Shu heard that Chou had poisoned 
himself, he was afraid that the 
relatives of the deceased would lodge a 
complaint, and that his excess of his 
powers in summoning Chou would get to 
the knowledge of his superiors, so he got 
a graduate, a friend of his, to persuade 
Chou’s brother to have the body buried, 

romising him redress for his wrongs. 

he Magistrate, however, heard of the 
occurrence and reported it to his superior, 
with the result that Hu Shu was suspended 
and summoned to the provincial capital 
to await an enquiry. After his suspen- 
sion, Hu Shu’s mother died, and, under 
the mental excitement which this event 
caused him, he tried to get the case 
in which he was implicated closed before 
he appeared at Soochow. He accordingly 
went to the house of Chou’s brother to 
enquire how matters were progressing. 
Chou’s brother was not at home, but Hu 
Shu, imagining that he would not see him, 
created a disturbance at his front door, 
which was duly reported to the memori- 
alist, who applied that he might be 
cashiered and placed formally upon his 
trial, The following sentences have been 
passed; upon Ch’ien Shéng, to whose 
threats the suicide of Chou Fu-shéng is 
attributable, a hundred blows and banish- 
ment to a distance of three thousand li; 
upon the Deputy Magistrate, a hundred 
blows in addition to the penalty of dismis- 
sal already inflicted. 

March 5th.—({1) The Governor of Kirin 
denounces a Colonel called Hua-li-a-ch’un, 
for fraudulent conduct in connection with 
the purchase of cavalry horses. The Colonel 
was entrusted with Tls. 4,257 for the pur- 
chase of 254 horses, being at the rate of 
Tis. 17.2.9 per horse, and he commissioned 
one Lien Ch’un, a noble of the eighth 
order of hereditary nobility, to go to Nung- 
an Oh’éng and select them. Having reason 
subsequently to doubt the capacity of the 
Colonel, who had shown a want of energy 
in the conduct of other matters connected 
with his regiment, he deputed another 
Colonel to inspect the purchases of Hua- 
li-a-ch’un. This officer reported that only 
a score or so of the horses were fit for use, 
that there were five short of the proper 
number, and that five were dead, the 
remainder being either old, blind, or lame, 
and perfectly unfit to be ridden. The 
memorialist then sent for Hua-li-a-ch’un, 
and the yun ch’t yw Lien Ch’un, who had 
bought the horses, and demanded an 
explanation from them. Hua-li-a-ch’un 
had the andacity to deny his culpability in 
open Court, and to argue with the menmo- 
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rialist in an impertinent manner. To make 
quite sure that the description that had been 
given him of the horses was correct, the 
memorialist inspected them himself in the 
presence of Hua-li-a-ch’un, when he found 
that only 65 of the horses were fit for use, 
the remaining 170 being either old, or 
colts, and most of them were either 
emaciated, sick, blind, or lame, and quite 
incapable of carrying any one. Hua-li-a- 
ch’un then bowed his head in submis- 
sion and said nothing, being satisfied 
that he must admit his fault. The memo- 
rialist thereupon ordered the 175 useless 
horses to be sold, and allowed the Colonel 
Hua-li-a-ch’un aforesaid twenty days in 
which to make up the amount that had 
been given him to purchase the number of 
sound horses, which was, with the cost of 
the ten horses that were dead or missing, 
Tis. 3,105. The limit has now been exceeded, 
and not a fraction of the money has been 
paid. The memorialist has to observe that 
it is essential that cavalry horses should 
be young and strong. By the rules in 
force in Chihli, these horses are first pur- 
chased by the Government, and the sol- 
dier to whom each horse is allotted has 
one tael a month deducted from his pay 
until the value of the horse is recovered, 
when it becomes the private property of 
the soldier. The Colonel Hua-li-a-ch’un 
has therefore not only been guilty of a 
fraud upon the Government, but he has 
also endeavoured tv bring discomfiture upon 
the soldiers by a piece of disreputable 
trading, in which his conduct has been 
shown in a most detestable light. The 
memorialist therefore prays that Hua-li-a- 
ch’un and Lien Ch’un may be cashiered 
and imprisoned until the money embezzled 
by them has been repaid, after which they 
will be severally dealt with as may be 
necessary.—Granted by Rescript. 

March 6th.—(1) Memorial from the 
Governor of Kuangsi, denouncing the 
Magistrate of the Chao-p’ing district in 
that province, under the following circum- 
stances :—Some time since, the Magistrate, 
Ma Ming-chu by name, reported that, being 
in want of boats for the conveyance of 
prisoners to the provincial capital, he had 
requisitioned the boat of one Chao A-lin 
for that purpose. One Féng Wei-ch’i, 
however, a notable residing in the place, 
who held the rank of expectant sub-Prefect 
in Yiinnan, declared that Chao A-lin was 
a connection of his, and that as he, Féng 
Wei-ch’i, had already hired the boat, it 
was not convenient to let the Magistrate 
have it. The Magistrate then sent for 
him to demand an explanation of his 
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conduct, when Féng Wei-ch’i made use of 
. opprobrious language, for which he was 
rebuked. He thereupon burst out into 
derisive laughter, knocked the Magistrate’s 
hat. off his head and upset the judicial 
table. Under these circumstances, there 
was nothing for, it but to commit Féng 
Wei-ch’'i for contempt, and to beg the 
memorialist to give orders for him to be 
cashiered and placed on his trial. It was 
subsequently reported te the memorialist 
by the acting Prefect, in whose jurisdiction 
the district was situated, who had been 
directed to hold an investigation, that Ma 
Ming-chu had announced that while on 
his way to the Prefect’s yamén he had been 
met with the intelligence of Féng Wei- 
ch’i’s death. The Magistrate of P’ing-lo, 
who was acting as Prefect, was then called 
upon to hasten to the place and ascertain 
the circumstances under which Féng Wei- 
ch’i met his death. He reported that on 
arrival at Chao-p’ing Hsien, he found that 
the relatives of the deceased had all left 
for the prefectural city, and the body itself 
was in so advanced a state of decomposi- 
tion, that no conclusion as to the cause 
of ‘death could be arrived at. In due 
course he further reported that the wife of 
Féng Wei-ch’i and her son had filed a 
petition in the Prefect’s yamén to the 
effect that Féng Wei-ch’i, having chartered 
a boat which he had freighted with cargo 
for Wu Chou, had an embargo laid on his 
boat by the Magistrate’s runners. The 
master of the boat, who was taking his 
breakfast in a tea-shop, ran away by the 
back door when the runners went to 
detain him, and they then proceeded to 
smash everything in the shop. After a 
short interval, the Magistrate invited Féng 
Wei-ch’i to his yamén, but on his arrival 
there the gate was shut behind him, and 
the Magistrate having taken his seat 
in the Court room, Féng Wei-ch’i was 
ordered to bend the knee to him. He 
declined, and was promptly thrown down 
by the underlings, who beat him and put 
him in chains. Some fortnight later, the 
wife was informed that he had died in 
prison of the injuries he had received. In 
commenting upon this case, the memorialist 
observes that, as told by himself, the 
circumstances under which so trifling an 
incident as the detention of a boat could 
lead to an unruly scene in Court, are 
discreditable to the Magistrate, and if the 
story told by the widow is correct, there is 
@ grave suspicion of the man having been 
harshly treated by the underlings, while 
the absence of any report from the Magis- 
trate as tu the cause of death is a circum- 
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stance that tells decidedly against him. 
The memorialist has accordingly suspended 
him pending an enquiry which he has 
ordered to be held. 

March 7th.—No documents of import- 
ance. 

March 8th.—Like the issue of yesterday, 
the whole of this day’s Gazette is occupied 
with formal memorials. 

(1) Liu K’un-yi recommends an officer 
for the appointment of sub-assistant Salt 
Controller at T’ai-chow, giving the usual 
account of his official antecedents. 

(2) The Governor of Honan similarly 
recommends an officer for appointment to 
the vacant post of sub-Prefect of Hsin- 
yang, on the southern frontier of that 
province. 

(3) Liu K’un-yi recommends an officer 
for appointment to the vacant post of 
Magistrate of the Shang-yuan district in 
the province of Kiangsu. 

(4) A report from the Governor of 
Honan on the capacity of an expectant 
Taotai, whose year of probation has expired. 

March 9th.—(1) A decree. Some time 
since, Chang K’ai, Expositor of the Han-lin, 
represented that the late Chou Yii-ch’iian, 
Brigadier-General, had been admitted to 


‘higher honours than he deserved, and 


prayed that the permission to erect a 
memorial temple to him might be can- 
celled. We issued a decree refusing to 
cancel this permission, which had been 
granted on the faith of Li Han-chang’s 
record of the military service of the 
deceased. The Censor Teng Ch’ény-hsin 
now represents that Chou Yu-ch’iian had 
been repeatedly denounced for short- 
comings, and had not distinguished himself 
in the field in any way whatsoever. The 
distinction of a biographical record, and 
permission to offer sacrifice to a departed 
statesman cannot, he submits, be bestowed 
in too wholesome a manner, and he repeats 
the application that the permission to 
erect a temple be withdrawn. In reward- 
ing merit and the bestowal of marks of 
compassion, the Court invariably acts with 
the strictest justice. As the acts of Chou 
Yu-ch’iian have been repeatedly the object 
of adverse comment, and he has not met 
with popular commendation, We command 
that the permission given for a record of 
his services to be drawn up, and for a 
temple to be erected in his honour, be 
hereby cancelled. 

(2) Chang Chih-t’ung is appointed Reader 
of the Han-lin. 

(3) A decree appointing the Governors- 
General and Governors respectively, of the 
four provinces of Fuhkien, Chékiang, 
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Kuangtung and Kiangsi to hold the great 
military inspection which has to be made 
periodically. 

(4) Further prayers for moisture are to 
be held on the 11th of March, in which 
His Majesty will take part. 

(5) Memorial from the Governor-General 
of Yiinnan and Kueichow, on the subject of 
the Yiinnan salt trade, in which he requests 
permission to return only the regularly 
assessed taxes for the time being, and to 
defer for a while the payment of the 
miscellaneous items of taxation with 
which this industry is further charged. 
Some time since, the Board of Revenue 
refused their approval of a scheme sub- 
mitted by the memorialist for a modifica- 
tion of the existing rates of taxation, 
and insisted that he should be called 
upon to furnish the assessed quota. As is 
the case with all memorials relating to 
salt, many technical details are entered 
into at great length, and numerous figures 
are quoted which it is impossible to sum- 
marise. His proposals in sum are to the 
following effect. The assessed revenue 
from salt in Yiinnan is T'ls. 261,600 to which 
was added a further revenue of T'ls. 112,900, 
which is applied to the payment of the 
anti-extortion allowances of the provincial 
officials and other miscellaneous payments, 
By a decree issued in the year 1878, the 
whole of these taxes were ordered to be 
collected. To this the salt merchants 
object on the ground that the sources of 
supply and the consumption have both 
fallen off, in consequence of the rebellion, 
which caused the destruction of many salt 
wells, and the decimation of the consuming 
class. They undertake to do their best 
to furnish the regular assessment of 
Tis. 261,600, but declare their utter 
inability to provide the further quota of 
Tis. 112,900 for miscellaneous expenditure 
until the area of consumption has been 
extended. The memorialist has satisfied 


himself of the accuracy of these state- . 


“ments, and appeals to His Majesty to 
sanction the proposal made by the salt 
merchants.—Referred to the Board of 
Revenue. 

March 10th.—(1) A decree. Some time 
since, the Censor Yeh Yin-tang denounced 
the Taotai of the Nan, Ju, Kuang, circuit, 
Ch’én Shih-hsieng by name, charging him 
with incompetency by reason of his age, 
and with allowing his underlings to oppress 
the people. Also that he permitted the 
officials and gentry of T’ang Hsien to erect 
a lekin barrier for extorting money from 
the people for their own benefit. We 
thereupon directed the Governor of Honan 
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to enquire into the matter. That officer 
now reports that Ch’én Shih-hsieng was 
forced to retire at the last general inspection 
of officials in Honan, in consequence of old 
age. He states that a lekin barrier had 
been erected at T’ang Hsien for raising 
funds for the support of irregular troops 
that were employed in the erection of earth- 
works in that district, but that it was not, 
as alleged, established during the incum- 
bency of Wang Kuan-wén, the Acting 
Magistrate, and orders have already been 
given for its withdrawal. He also denies 
that the barrier was in the charge of gentry 
who took it in turns to collect the dues for 
their private use. Under these circum- 
stances, the charges brought forward by 
the Censor need not be considered. The 
Governor will, however, keep a careful 
watch upon certain gentry he names who 
show a taste for litigation, and will promptly 
deal with them if they meddle with matters 
that do not concern them. 

(2) A decree. The Court of Censors 
having presented a‘memorial on behalf of 
Chao Ch’ing-shao, an expectant sub-Pre- 
fect in Kiangsi, submitting his views on 
certain matters, We referred the document 
to Chou Héng-ch’i, Governor of Shantung. 
The Court of Censors now report that 
Chao Ch’ing-shao has submitted a further 
statement of his views, to which areappended 
copies of two decrees. The decree sent to 
Chou Héng-ch’i was in the form of a 
Council despatch. We are therefore at a 
loss to understand how the sub-Prefect 
succeeded in obtaining a copy of this 
document, while the second decree is 
aforgery. This matter must be thoroughly 
investigated, and, as a first step to that 
end, We command that Chao Ch’ing-shao 
be cashiered and committed to the Board 
of Punishments, who will closely interro- 
gate him and report to Us. 

(3) The Office of the Imperial Household 
informs His Majesty that the Superinten- 
dent of Imperial manufactories at Hang- 
chow is about to complete his second term 
of office, and solicits instructions as to the 
renewal of his appointment or the nomina- 
tion of his successor. 

(4) The Governor-General of Szechuen 
denounces the jail warden of the Wan 
district for having allowed the escape of 
a prisoner under sentence of death during 
the absence of the Magistrate on publie, 
business. 

(5) The same officer solicits the bestowal 
of a mark of Imperial approbation upon a 
young lady eighteen years of age, who 
starved herself to death upon the burial 
of her betrothed. The deceased died when 
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she was only fourteen years of age, and it 
was only on the earnest exhortation of her 
parents that she did not then destroy 
herself. In deference to their prayers she 
desisted, but from that time forward she 
fasted continually and spent her time in 
religious exercises. When the remains of 
her betrothed were about to be removed to 
his native place, she refused to take any 
sustenance and died. Honours are also 
solicited for the other females who have 
displayed their filial piety by self-mutila- 
tion.—Granted by Rescript. 

March 11th.—No documents of import- 
ance. 

March, 12th.—(1) Memorial from Chou 
Héng-ch’i, Governor of Shantung, request- 
ing His Majesty’s sanction to the con- 
struction of a new sluice giving access to 
the Grand Canal from the Yellow River, in 
place of the sluice at Pa-li-miao, the pre- 
sent entrance of the northern section of 
the Grand Canal. The channel by which 
Pa-li-miao is reached from the Yellow 
River is most changeable, as the current is 
constantly varying its course, and shifting 
sands are continually making their 
appearance. A new sluice was made last 
year to the west of the old entrance, which 
proved most effective, some score or so of 
junks having passed through in five or 
six hours, but the channel by which access 
to this sluice is obtained has altered greatly, 
and so many sand-banks have appeared, 
that not only could heavily-laden boats 
not get an anchorage while waiting for a 
freshet, but the gradual diversion of the 
channel in a southerly direction will pro- 
bably result in the silting up of the 
entrance to the sluice. The present channel, 
too, has other inconveniences. When the 
water is high, the current is so strong 
that it sometimes takes a fortnight to tow 
vessels up from Shih-chia Ch’iao to Pa-li- 
miao, a distance only of eighteen li. At 
other times the water is so low that 
vessels cannot get up at all. This is 
the case at present, owing to the breach 
at Tung-ming in Chihli, which has reduced 
the depth to as little as a foot of water 
in some places. ‘The grain fleet will 
soon be up, and unless timely prepara- 
tions are made for its approach, its 
progress will inevitably be delayed. The 
officers sent to survey the channel now 
report that they have discovered a stretch 
of vyround further down the stream at ‘I’ao 
Cl’eng Fu, the southern extremity of 
which faces Shih-chia Ch’iao, and the 
northern end adjoins the sluice known as 
A-ch’éng cha. 


It is 12 % from north to | 


south, and being level and free from ° 
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dwellings or graves, a canal could easily 
be cut through it. On their representation, 
the memorialist begs to solicit permission 
to cut a canal across this land, which will 
enable junks, after entering the Yellow 
River at Shih-li Pao, to drop down the 
stream to T’ao-ch’éng Fu, and proceed 
direct to A-ch’eng cha, where they can 
enter the Grand Canal. There is always 
plenty of water at this place, as it is the 
basin into which the Ta Ch’ing Ho drains, so 
the sluice can at once be opened whenever 
vessels arrive. The canal would enable 
junks to avoid the laborivus tracking up 
against the stream from Shih-chia Ch’iao, 
as well as the risk of getting aground at 
Pa-li-miao. The canal, which would be 
21,000 feet long, will be 30 feet wide 
at the bottom, and seventy at the 
top. The southern entrance will be 
14 feet, and the northern entrance 12 
feet, and the cost of digging it is 
estimated at Tls. 21,600. The earth 
excavated will be used for constructing 
embankments, at a cost of Tls. 3,400, and 
the cost of the sluices will be Tls. 2,800, 
while the price of the land will be 
Tls. 3,900, making a grand total of 
Tls. 31,800. A further sum of Tls. 18,400 
will be required for repairs and alterations 
in other quarters, but when the new canal 
is opened, it is estimated that there will be 
an annual saving on river works of upwards 
of Ts. 10,000. Plans of the proposed works 
are appended to the memorial.—Rescript : 
Let the Board concerned take note. 

(2) Kung T’ang, Military Governor of 
Urumtsi, solicits His Majesty’s permission 
to retain his eldest son, who obtained leave 
last autumn from his Banner to visit his 
father and look after him during his illness. 
The memorialist would be glad to keep him 
to look after household matters, and as he 
would also be enabled to superintend the 
young man’s studies, he prays that his 
request may be allowed.—Granted by 
Rescript. 

March 13th.—({1) A decree. The Grand 
Secretaries Pao Yiin, Tso Tsung-t’ang, and 
Ch’iian Ch’ing are absolved from the duty 
of presenting ofticers at Court who come 
under the jurisdiction of their respective 
departments. 

(2) Adecree. The Board of Punishments 
represent with reference to the case of 
Piao Hsiang, an officer attached to the 
Board of Works at Moukden, and his son, 
who were murdered some time since by 
one Li Yun.-chih, who subsequently died, 
that a second inquest should be held on 
the body of the latter. We command Ngén 
Fu and P’an Ssii-lien to make a careful 
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inspection of the body in concert with the 
Military Governor of Shéngking, the Civil 
Governor, and the Vice-President of the 
Board of Punishments at that place. 
Orders will be issued by the authorities 
concerned for the arrest of the parties 
concerned in this case who have 
absconded. 

(3) Postscript memorial from the Super- 
vising Censor Lou Yii-p’u. The memorialist 
has heard that a house of detention has 
been established at Hsien-chii Hsien, in 
Chékiang, without authority, in which 
numbers of people are kept in confine- 
ment. The place is nominally a place of 
detention for witnesses, but whenever a 
case occurs in which wealthy people are 
concerned, these are the first to be seized 
upon by the underlings, who lock them up, 
when they are charged for oil, water, fuel, 
tea, and other items, at rates that vary 
according to the wealth or poverty of the 
victims, who are subjected to brutal penal- 
ties if they fail to satisfy the greed of their 
oppressors. ‘This insulting mode of treat- 
ment is practised upon persons in every 
station of life, whether graduates, or well- 
disposed people, and the memorialist is 
informed that as many as sixty people are 
sometimes in confinement at one time, 
though the registers contain the names 
only of one or two ; sume of these unfortu- 
nates being even kept in durance for three 
or four years together. The memorial 
concludes with an appeal that the Governor 
of Chékiang may be called upon to enquire 
into this matter and have the house of 
detention abolished. (For decree see Gazette 
of 16th February.) 

March 14th.—(1) Memorial from Liu 
K’un-yi, Governor-General at Nanking, 
reporting the death of Chou Yu-ch’iian, 
General of the Ou-yang Division in Hupeh, 
at his home in the Kiang-ning district in 
Kiangsu. The deceased ofticer commenced 
his career as a petty military official in 
Hupeh, and first gained.distinction as com- 
mander. of a small flotilla of gunboats 
which did good service against the rebels 
in 1855. He was honourably mentioned by 
Hu Lin-yi, who was Governor of Hupeh at 
the time, and in 1857 was transferred by 
that officer to the provincial capital. The 
prefectural town of Huang-chow having 
fallen into the hands of the rebels at that 
time, he was entrusted with the formation 
of a flotilla which was most effective at 
Wu-ch’ang, Hanyang, Kiukiang, and other 
places on the Great River. In 1856, when 
the rebels had overspread the country 
round about Hankow, he ascended the 
Han river, and, though unable to cope 
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successfully with the large force that was 
opposed to him, he was most energetic 
in his special department and did great 
execution amongst the enemy. The memo- 
rialist gives a list of the actions iv which 
he was engaged and the towns and cities 
he defended, for which services ho was 
finally promoted last year to the command 
of the Ou-yang division, with the brevet 
rank of Provincial Commander-in-Chief, 
and concludes with a request that the 
posthumous honours allotted to officers 
who have died after distinguished military 
service may be bestowed upon him; that a 
record of his exploits may be prepared by 
the State Historiographer’s Office, and that 
permission may be given for the erection 
of a temple to his memory. (For decree 
censuring the extravagant eulogy that has 
been pronounced on this officer, see Gazettes 
of 26th February and 9th March.) 

March 15th.—(1) Memorial from Li 
Hung-chang, praying that the expenses 
incurred by the twelve Department and 
District Magistrates in Chihli, who have 
been called upon to repair the roads and 
bridges along the line of route taken by 


' the procession that recently conveyed the 


Imperial Portrait and other relics to 
Moukden, and to erect sheds and other 
structures for the deposit of these relics 
day by day, may have their accounts paid 
in full. By an Imperial decree issued in 
the reign of Tao Kuang, a discount of thirty 
per cent. was levied on all accounts of this 
nature, as well as on expenses incurred in 
the transport of the coffins of Imperial 
concubines. It has been represented to 
the memorialist by the authorities 
interested that the enhanced prices of 
materials at the present time would 
render the enforcement of this rule 
a great hardship upon them. This 
application has been endorsed by the Pro- 
vincial Commissioners, who assert that 
these accounts have already been taxed 
by them and all extravagant charges 
disallowed. It would therefore be an 
undoubted hardship, if, after cutting down 
these returns of expenditure to the 
actual outlay, a further discount of thirty 
per cent. was taken off, considering also 
the rise in prices that has come about since 
the reign of Tao Kuang, when the decree 
in question was issued.—Rescript : Let the 
Board concerned take note. 

(2) The same officer solicits the bestowal 
of permission to erect an honorary portal 
to the mother, now deceased, of Yang 
Yiin-chany, a literary graduate at Tientsin. 
This individual, in obedience to the dying 
command of his parents, has repaired the 
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high road to Peking from the great street 
in Tientsin to the north of the river, as 
far as Hsi Ku, which had fallen into 
disrepair. The work, which is now com- 
plete, was undertaken at his sole expense, 
and has cost him altogether Tls. 4,000. 
Granted by Rescript. 


(3) The same officer, on the recommenda- 
tion of the Superintendent of Customs at 
Newchwang, applies for rewards in the 
shape of increased rank and_ priority 
of promotion for certain officers attached 
to the Newchwang Customs who have shown 
themselves diligent and capable in the 
superintendence of foreign trade and the 
conduct of matters of an international 
character. It is customary to recommend 
these officers for promotion or reward once 
every two years, and this period having 
elapsed since the last report, the memorialist 
now begs to submit a list of names with 
the form of reward he would suggest. 


(4) The same officer reports that the 
Magistrate of the MHasin-ch’éng district 
has applied to him to obtain His Majesty’s 
permission to retire. He has now been 
engaged in official work for ten years 
without having leisure to offer libations at 
or sweep the family graves, and letters 
recently received from his home inform 
him that these are in disrepair. The 
memorialist proposes to grant his applica- 
tion subject to His Majesty’s approval, and 
to give him the necessary permit enabling 
him to return to his native place as soon 
as he has made up his accounts, and 
handed over charge to his successor. 


March 16th.—(1) A decree expressing 
the Imperial regret at the announcement 
of the death of the Beiléh Yi Hsiang, 
Military Governor of Shéngking. Tis. 
1,000 are bestowed upon his family, and 
ten members of the guard are directed to 
go and offer libations before his coffin. A 
to lo pall is also bestowed upon him, and 
the posthumous honours allotted by law 
to officers of his rank are directed to be 
conferred upon him. 


(2) Memorial from Chung Méng-hung, 
Censor of the Fuhkien Circuit, drawing 
attention to the abuses prevalent at the 
examinations for the degree of provincial 
graduate at Canton, and suggesting 
remedies by which they can be prevented. 
He divides these abuses into four cate- 
gories, the first of which is the facility 
with which access is obtained to the 
associate examiners previous to their 
entry into the examination enclosures. 
These examiners are at present at liberty 
to rent houses where they please in 
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the city, and although a. notice is affixed 
to the door of the house in which 
they are lodging warning people to keep 
away, the notice is a purely nominal one, 
and the students are careful to eall upon 
those who are likely to be nominated. and 
recognise them as their mentors, making 
arrangements with them beforehand that 
upon going up for examination their 
papers may be recognised and passed up 
to the Chief Examiner, in which case 
nine out of ten candidates who have come 
to an understanding with the associate 
examiners are sure to obtain their degree. 
The regulations under which associate 
examiners are prevented from holding 
communication with any one should there- 
fore be strictly enforced. 

Second.—The abuses arising from the 
practice of passing in ready-made essays 
and verse compositions. The graduates who 
depend upon ready-made compositions are 
often foiled by finding that others have sent 
in identical compositions. To avoid this 
contingency, they have adopted the plan of 
sending out the subject given and vetting 
outside friends to send them back a com- 
position on the theme. To do this it 
is necessary to purchase the connivance 
of: the officials and underlings in the 
inner and outer enclosures. To this end 
a subscription is raised amongst those 


. who wish to perpetrate this fraud, and as 


soon as the subject is given out it is passed 
out to men in readiness, some of whom 
run off two sets of compositions for their 
protegés inside. The proprietors of the 
Wei Sing Lotteries too, who are estab- 
lished at Macao, are answerable for the 
expenditure of considerable sums in this 
manner, for it is to their interest to secure 
the success of candidates with uncommon - 
names that are not much patronised by 
the purchasers of Lottery tickets. Hence 
the necessity for a more careful watch over 
the officials and underlings on duty in the 
inner and outer enclosures. 

Third.—The post of copyist of the essays 
should never be allowed to be bought. It 
is a constant practice with them to copy 
out with special care the papers of candi- 
dates who have come to an arrangement 
with them, using particularly bright ink 
and scenting the paper, that it may take 
the fancy of the examiner; errors and 
awkwardnesses in the original being altered 
or toned down, while the papers of those 
who have not made an arrangement with 
them are copied roughly and carelessly, 
numbers of mistakes and omissions being 
made. Occasionally, too, the number 
allotted to a client is placed upon a 


[Marcu 17—18. 





particularly good essay, the number allotted 
to the writer of this essay being placed on 
the worthless composition. 

Fourth.—The papers of the candidates 
should be inspected in the large hall, and 
not in the separate apartments of the 
associate examiners. Many of these men 
are idle and careless, and some are opium- 
smokers. If they are in their own rooms 
under no supervision, they often leave the 
perusal of the papers to their so-called 


servants, and these, having an understand- _ 


ing with many of the graduates, pass those 
essays which they have been paid to pass. 
March 17th.—The only document of 
importance in this day’s Gaztte is a 
memorial from Chang K’ai, Expositor of 
the Han-lin, taking exception to the hon- 
ours that have been granted to the late 
Chou Yu-ch’iian, General of the Ou-yang 
Division in Hunan, on the recommenda- 
tion of Li Han-chang. The memorialist is 
humbly of opinion that praise or censure 
form the subject of popular discussion for 
thousands of generations, and the canonisa- 
tion of individuals is the outcome of a 
momentary excess of benevolence on the 
part of the Throne. It is important, there- 
fore, that the reputation which calls forth 
this benevolence should be genuine, in 
order to gain the credence of the present 
generation and to be rightly transmitted to 
posterity. The military success of Chou 
Yu-ch’iian was not so brilliant as to be 
patent to every one. His feats of nayal 
prowess, for example, were supposed to 
have been achieved in a region with which 
the memorialist is familiar, as it was the 
seat of his home, and some of the achieve- 
ments he iscredited with, thedefence of Fan- 
ch’éng to wit, were not of an extraordinary 
kind, for on that occasion only a single 
rebel was killed, and the movement was 
not by any means put down. In the actions 
he fought he did no more than his simple 
duty, an obligation incumbent on the com- 
mon soldier as well, and his merits have 
been suiliciently recognised by the series 
of promotions he has received during the 
years he has served as a military ofticer. 
The numbers who have served with equal 
distinction are beyond the task of counting, 
and although, on the withdrawal of their 
commands they have been recommended 
for appointments as generals or coin- 
manders-in-chief, many of them are now 
without the bare necessities of life, while 
the late general has held a separate com- 
mand ever since peace was restored, some 
twenty years ayo, which, though nominally 
established for defence and police purposes, 
has in reality been a snug resting-place 
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for himself. In eventually obtaining his late 
post he received the highest reward he was 
entitled to. His character and capacity are 
illustrated by the fact that when serving as 
Prefect and Taotai he was denounced, and 
he then exchanged into the military service, 
when his manavement of the salt gabelle 
gave general dissatisfaction, and subse- 
quently, his wholesale execution of counter- 
feit coiners nearly provoked an emeute. 
If such men are to obtain posthumous 
honours, they will be expected by others 
who, like him, have done nothing whatever 
to deserve them. The memorial concludes 
with a prayer that the permission to erect a 
memorial temple to the deceased general 
may be cancelled, and he would farther 
suggest that Provincial high authorities be 
cautioned against hasty and ill-advised 
applications for permission to erect 
memorial temples to, or for the bestowal of 
titles upon, deceased officers whose services 
do not merit such distinctions. (See Gazettes 
of 9th March, and 14th, and 26th February.) 

March 18th.—(1) A decree. The Censor 
Ko Ching represents that the oil trade 
brokers in Peking avail themselves of their 
ofticial privilezes to cause annoyance, and 
he prays that the Governor of Shun-t’ien 
may be instructed to draw up special 
regulations to prevent the evil practices 
he indicates. Also that the Superintendents 
of the Peking Customs and Octroi may be 
directed peremptorily to prohibit the 
farming out of the duties upon oil. The 
Governor of Shun-t’ien and the Superin- 
tendents of the Peking Customs and Octroi 
will look into this matter and take the 
necessary action. 

(2) A decree. The Board of Punish- 
ments request instructions as to whether 
the criminals under sentence of death who 
have been reprieved on the three occasions 
that they have been taken out to execution 
may now be dealt with in accordance with 
the precedent laid down in successive 
cases of this description. Since the last 
disposal of criminals under sentence of 
death, who were reprieved between the 
years 1872 and 1875, some time has elapsed, 
and the criminals now referred to are 
situated in a position similar in general 
respects to those who were disposed of 
in the years 1855 and 1868. It is right 
therefore that they should be dealt as the 
law requires, that due compassion may be 
manifested towards them.—The Board of 
Punishments will consult the rules followed 
on previous occasions when the sentences 
of condemned ,criminals were mitigated, 
and will submit a list of these cases for 
Our instructions thereon, 
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(3) A further series of prayers for mois- 
ture will be held on the 21st inst. 

March 19th.—(1) Memorial from the 
Prince of T’un, President of the Imperial 
Clan Court, requesting His Majesty’s 
instructions on acertain matter. Upon the 
4th of January last, the Grand Council 
was honoured with an Imperial decree 
ordering the immediate dismissal of Tsai 
Ho, Captain-General of the Guard In 
the laws laid down for the guidance of 
the memorialist’s Yamén, it is stated that 
whenever any titled ‘‘ assistants” in either 
civil or military employ shall have incurred 
penalties in the administration of the 
affairs of any office they may hold in 
addition to their hereditary position, if the 
penalty inflicted be dismissal, and the 
decree announcing this penalty does not 
state explicitly whether or no this dismissal 
carries with it the loss of the hereditary 
title, His Majesty’s commands on this 
point shall be specially solicited. Tsai Ho, 
Captain-General of the Guard’s Division, 
and a noble of the Imperial lineage, 
twelfth in the line of descent, has been 
dismissed the public service by Imperial 
decree, on the recommendation of the 
Board of War. The title of Féng én chiang 
chiin, or twelfth noble in the line of descent, 
was conferred upon him after examination 
when he had attained the full age. The 
memorialist would not venture to deter- 
mine on his own responsibility whether or 
no the sentence of dismissal passed upon 
Tsai Ho carries with it loss of his title, and, 
as required by law, solicits His Majesty’s 
instructions. (See Gazette of 28th February.) 

(2) The Governor of Kuangsi reports 
that he has held the customary winter 
inspection of the troops stationed in the 
provincial capital. He was fairly satisfied 
with the manner in which the troops, 
both cavalry and infantry, acquitted them- 
selves. The horses, arms, and accoutrements 
were inspected, and the number found to 
be complete. 

No other documents of importance. 

March 20th.—(1) A decree expressing the 
Imperial regrets at the death of Chao Hsiang, 
a Kung or hereditary noble of the first 
rank, Captain-General of the Blue Banner 
Corps, and brother of the Junior Empress 
Dowager. A to lo pall is bestowed upon 
him, T'ls. 2,000 are granted for the funeral 
expenses, and a Beiléh with ten officers of 
the Guard is sent to offer libations before 
his coffin. All official penalties recorded 
against his name are to be cancelled, and 
his son is to succeed to the title of Duke 
as soon as his hundred days of mourning 
have expired. 
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(2) The Governor of Kuangsi reports 
the arrival of the Annamese Envoy at the 
provincial capital, and his departure from 
thence on his way to Peking. In obedience 
to Imperial decree, the memorialist decided 
to allow the Envoy to cross the frontier on 
on the 4th of October last, and wrote to 
the King of Annam to that effect. He also 
sent a weiyuan to Chén-nan Kuan to 
receive the Envoy, and wrote to the 
Commander-in-Chief to furnish him with 
an escort. In due course, the Prefect of 
Tai-p'ing Fu reported that the Envoy had 
crossed the frontier on the day appointed, 
and that the King had forwarded 
his congratulatory memorial, with articles of 
tribute, and a list of the names of the 
members of the Mission. The contents of 
this memorial and the list of articles of 
tribute have already been reported to His 
Majesty. On the, 7th of Jauuary, the 
Mission reached Kuei-linFu. It consisted of 
an Envoy called Yuan Shuand two deputies; 
eight members of his staff, and nine atten- 
dants. The memoriulist directed them to 
rest a few days in Kuei-lin Fu, and, as usual, 
invited them to a banquet, furnishing 
them besides with the [usual allowance 
of eatables during their stay. Having 
noticed that the Mission wasill-supplied with 
garments, insufficient, indeed, to supply 
changes enough for so long a journey, he 
presented them with a further supply of 
silk and fur clothing at his own expense. 
They then left the provincial capital on 
their way northwards, taking boat on the 
21st of January, under the charge of certain 
officers, who were verbally admonished by 
the memorialist to take due care of them. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied by a long memorial from the 
Censor Chang Kuan-chun, setting forth 
the necessity of reforms in the matter of 
State expenditure and the collection of 
revenue, in which at present abuses are 
rife. His suggestions and remarks are of 
the stereotyped nature, and the remedies 
he proposes are of the usual kind. 

March 21st.—(1) A decree. Liu Hsi- 
hung, Secretary of the Office of Trans- 
mission, memorialises to the effect that a 
high provincial officer is unworthy of 
confidence, and brings a series of indict- 
ments against him. The perusal of the 
charges set forth in this memorial has 
caused Us intense astonishment. If high 
officers in the provinces deviate from the 
right course in the transaction of public 
affairs, or are incompetent to perform the 
duties that devolve upon them, there are 
officers specially charged to speak on these 
matters, and it is naturally their duty con- 
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scientiously to denounce wrong-doing. Li 
Hung-chang has long been entrusted with a 
provincial command, andisa man upon whom 
the utmost reliancecan be placed. Although 
in the daily conduct of affairs he cannot be 
entirely free from fault, and must of 
necessity make mistakes, the Court has 
admonished and cautioned him from time 
to time as these mistakes occurred, and he 
has never been treated with undue lenience 
even in the slightest degree. As regards 
the various accusations brought forward 
by Liu Hsi-hung ; that, for instance, his 
memorial requesting the retention of 
Jen Tao-jung in the post of Provincial 
Treasurer, and the granting of an audi- 
ence to him, was a disregard of the 
fundamental principles of government ; 
again, that his memorial in reply to the 
decree calling for a report on ways and 
means displayed a spirit of contempt for 
and opposition to the Court, and conveyed 
a tacit disapproval of this decree; or, 
again, that the exavgerated recommenda- 
tion of the wei-yiians Huang Hui-ho 
and others was false and calculated to 
deceive. These and the like charges are 
clothed in strong language, but are widely 
remote from the truth. The accusation 
that Li Hung-chang does not quit himself 
like a servant of the State, and is opinion- 
ated and refractory, assuming the bearing 
of the Emperor himself; also the far- 
fetched talk and indecorous language with 
which his memorial is filled with the wild 
idea of compassing the ruin and overthrow 
of his enemy, are still more delusive, false 
and stupid. The Court, both in the 
employment of its agents, and in giving 
ear to the words of its counsellors, 
adheres strictly to what is just, and 
unrestrained calumny of this description 
cannot but be visited with punishment. 
Let Liu Hsi-hung be handed over to the 
proper Board for the determination of a 
severe form of penalty. 

(2) Memorial from Chou Héng-ch’i, 
Governor of Shantung, reporting that, he 
has given orders for the tribute grain due 
from that province for the past year to be 
despatched with all promptitude to Peking. 
By the showing of the Grain Commissioner, 
the total amount of grain, inclusive of 
remission in districts where crops have 
failed, is piculs 301,631. These figures 
have been verified by the memorialist, and 
found to be correct. ‘ 

March 22nd.—(1) A memorial from Liu 
K’un-yi, Governor-General at Nanking, 
soliciting the bestowal of rewards upon the 
officers, gentry, and clerks, who have 
displayed energy in forwarding the tribute 
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rice from Soochow by sea for the year 
1878. 

(2) The same officer solicits the restora- 
tion of his button to the sub-Prefect of 
Ch’uan-sha T’ing, who was amongst the 
first officials to send in the whole of the 
tribute grain and commutation subsidy for 
the year 1878. This official was deprived 
of his button for allowing the escape of 
two prisoners under his custody, and 
although this case has been closed, he has 
remained without his button for the last 
four years. 

(3) Memorial from the Governor of 
Kiangsu, soliciting the Bestowal of posthu- 
mous marks of compassion upon the 
widow of an official, who lost her husband 
when she was twenty-seven years of age, 
and vowed to maintain her chastity for the 
remainder of her life, in respect for his 
memory. She died a few years ago at the 
age of sixty-two, after thirty-six years of 
widowhood.—Granted by Rescript. 

(4) Fu K’un, Deputy Lieutenant-General 
at Si-ning, reports the assumption of his 
seals of office upon the 27th of December 
last. He left Peking on the 6th of 
September, but owing to detentions 
caused by heavy rains he did not reach 
Lan-chow Fu until the 14th of December. 
On arrival there, he heard that Tso 
Taung-t’ang, who had already left Hami 
on his way to Peking, was shortly 
expected at Lan-chow, so he remained 
there until the arrival of the latter, that 
he might have the benefit of the Grand 
Secretary’s advice and counsel. It so 
happened that the Acting Agent at Si-ning 
had come down to Lan-chow also to see 
the Governor-General, and had brought 
his seal with him, so he sent it to the 
memorialist in charge of a weiyuwan on the 
27th of December, who received it with the 
usual formalities. 

(5) Memorial from Ting An, Governor of 
Heh Lung-kiang, reporting the loss by fire 
of his patent of nobility by a ytin ch’t yii, 
who had forwarded a copy of his genealogical 
record with a request that a fresh title might 
be granted him. As the law lays down 
that no penalty shall be inflicted for the 
loss of a patent of nobility by flood, fire, 
theft, or robbery, the memorialist has for- 
warded the copy of his genealogical register, 
furnished by the said yiin ch’t yt, to the 
‘Board, that a fresh title may be issued to 
him.—Rescript : Noted. 

March 23rd.—(1) The Grand Council 
were honoured with the verbal command 
of Their Majesties to the effeot that on the 
occasion of the approaching supplementary 
scrutiny of metropolitan oflicials of the 
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first class of merit, which will commence 
on the 30th of March, the officers who 
have to undergo this scrutiny will present 
themselves every day in rotation, two at a 
time, according to the order of their names 
upon the list, at the Ch’ien Ch’ing Mén at 
3 a.m., where they will await a summons 
into the Imperial presence. Should they 
not be summoned on that day, they will 
present themselves again at the same hour 
on the following day. 

(2) Li Wén-min, Governor of Kiangsi, 
prays that no more expectants of office or 
probationers may be sent forward to that 
province for the time being, as there is a 
block of expectants, and there are already 
many more than places can possibly be 
found for. The following are the appoint- 
ments for which expectants of office are 
eligible :-— 

The post of Taotai........ccccscsccssssecese = 1 


92 99 99 Prefect ...... Sbdssessesenese - 5 

3, Sub-Prefects of various grades... 20 

», Department and District Magis- 
trates ...... isccuessdssabescacdeutes coooee TL 


Minor posts ......pseccceceeeseceeeeeee 24] 


Total... 338 


2 


The following are the numbers of the 
officials already in the province, awaiting 
appointment to these vacancies :— 


Taotais ........06 sdesSedeteesecesceetese, At 
Prefects .......ssccsceeceeees issaxessesss 30 odd 
Sub-Prefects of various grades and 
Department and District 
Magistrates ......ssssceseeees «. 290 ,, 
Minor officials ..........scccccorsseseed 110 ,, 





Total, upwards of... 1,464 





That is, four times the number for which 
there are appointments. Some ten or 
twenty expectants continue to come for- 
ward every month, with the result 
that not only is there a hopeless block in 
the substantive branch, but these expec- 
tants have to wait often more than ten 
years before their turn comes round for 
employment on special service. The 
economies that are being made in the 
matter of expenditure have reduced the chit 
or special agencies considerably, and the 
failure to obtain employment of any kind 
which must be the fate of numbers of these 
expectants, reduces them to a pitiable con- 
dition of poverty.—Rescript: Let the Board 
concerned take note. 

(3) Postscript Memorial from the 
Governor of Honan. The law lays down 
that notables or gentry who shall contri- 
bute 10 piculs of grain or upwards for the 
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public good, shall receive a reward from 
the local authorities ; those who contribute 
upwards of 30 piculs shall receive a 
memorial board ; contributors of upwards 
of 50 piculs shall have their names sent ir 
to the superior of the official in whose juris- 
diction they are, for a reward commensurate 
with the amount of their contribution ; and 
those who have continued during a course 
of years to exercise their charity until the 
amount of their contributions has reached a 
total of 300 or 400 piculs, shall be reported 
to His Majesty for the bestowal of a button 
of the eighth grade. The Magistrate of 
the Ling-ying District now reports that a 
notable in his district, called Ch’én Hsing- 
wén, who holds the brevet rank of a clerk 
in the Grand Secretariat, has at one time 
and another contributed 1,000 piculs of 
grain for the public good, and begs that 
His Majesty may be appealed to to grant 
this individual a mark of approbation. As 
he already wears a button of the seventh 
grade in virtue of ‘his brevet, the memo- 
rialist would suggest the bestowal upon 
him of a button of the fifth grade.— 
Granted by Rescript. 

.March 24th.—The only document of 
importance in this day’s Gazette is a short 
memorial from Chou Héng-chi, Governor 
of Shantung, reporting that he has expended 
during the past year Tis. 37,000 in the 
purchase of copper caps and other munitions 
of war from Tientsin. 

March 25th.—A list of appointments to 
the post of Officer of Instruction, and a long 
memorial from the Governor of Hupeh, 
reporting in detail the circumstances of 
two burglaries in the Ou-yang District, 
with two formal reports, complete the list 
of documents published in this day’s issue. 

March 26th.—(1) Memorial from Ho 
Ching, Governor-General of Min-chéh, sub- 
mitting a list of the salaries, anti-extortion 
allowances, and contingent allowances he 
proposes to allot to the new posts recently 
created in the Tai-pei-fu Prefecture of 
T’aiwan. ‘The total of these salaries and 
allowances accounts to Tis. 10,617, Tis. 
4,424 of which the taxes are insuflicient for 
the present to meet. He proposes there- 
fore to apply certain economies effected in 
other branches of expenditure to meet this 
deficit. 

(2) Memorial from Ch’i An, Governor of 
Shéngking, and his colleague Sung Lin, 
reporting the date of tne despatch to 
Peking of the papers and witnesses con- 
nected with the case of the murder of an 
official and his son at Moukden, and the 
suspicious death of the supposed murderer 
in prison. He proposes to send these 
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under charge of certain expectant officials, 
who will leave Moukden on the ist of 
March. 

(3) The same officer, in a postscript 
memorial, embodies a report from the 
Mavistrate of Ch’éng-té Hsien, to the effect 
that owing to the inability of the officers 

reviously sent to inspect the body of Li 

ung-chih, the supposed murderer of the 
official referred to in the foregoing memo- 
rial, to discover the cause of death, it had 
been placed in a coffin. The Magistrate 
felt it his duty to state that the length 
of time that had already elapsed, and 
the approaching warm weather would 
advance the decomposition of the body 
very rapidly, and he begged for instructions 
as to what he should do. The memorialist 
reminds His Majesty that on receipt of 
this application he had deputed an officer 
to hold a second inquest, and had written to 
the Board of Punishments at Moukden 
to associate an officer with his deputy, but 
that they had declined to do so as they 
had already referred the case to His 
Majesty. The memorialist had therefore 
adopted the same course, and a decree was 
issued ordering the transfer of the case to 
Peking. As the second inquest has not been 
held, no report of the state of the body has 
yet been prepared, and as the approaching 
warm weather will hasten decomposition, 
the memorialist would beg His Majesty to 
direct the Board of Punishments to come 
promptly to a decision as to what they 
wish to have done.—Rescript. We have 
perused the memorial. 

(4) Memorial from the Governor of Ché- 
kiang, reporting the total amount of the 
tribute rice that is go forward as last year’s 
subsidy from -the three prefectures of 
Hangchow, Kia-hing and Hu-chow, exclu- 
sive of abatements on account of drought 
and damage caused by locusts. The total in 
piculs is 507,500, which, although short of 
the assessment, is in excess of last year’s 
remittance by piculs 89,800. 

March 27th.—_(1) A decree. Tséng Kuo- 
h’iian prays for sanction to the erection 
of a memorial temple to Li Ho-chang,* 
deceased, late Taotai of the Kan Liang 
circuit in Kansu ; also that a record of his 
services may be compiled by the State 
Historiographer’s Office. Li Ho-chang 
distinguished himself on repeated occasions 
during the reigns of Hsien Féng and T’ung 
Chih in operations against the long-haired 
rebels and the Nien-fei, in Anhui, Ché- 
kiang, and other provinces. As an act of 
special grace We sanction the erection of 


(* Brother of the Grand Secretary, Li Hung-chang.) 
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memorial temples to his honour in the 
places in which he achieved his renown, and 
command that a record of his services be 
prepared by the State Historiographer’s 
Office. 

(2) The Governor-General at Foochow 
recommends an officer to the vacant post 
of Major of the Hai-mén Chén naval divi- 
sion in Chékiang, giving the usual account 
of the antecedents and career of his 
nominee. 

(3) The same officer applies on behalf of 
two military officials who have received 
wounds in action that they may be absolved 
from the necessity of passing the customary 
test in horse and foot archery at the 
periodical general reviews. 

A few other memorials of the same 
formal nature complete the list of this day’s 
issue. 

March 28th.—(1) A further series of 
prayers for moisture is ordered to be held 
on the 30th inst. 

(2) The Governor-General at Foochow 
denounces a number of minor officials for 
failure to pay in sums collected or due by 
them on account of land and other taxes. 

(3) The same officer prays that no more 
expectants of office may be sent forward 
for the time being to the province of 
Fuhkien, as there are already many more 
officials than places can ever be found for. 
The whole of the Taotaiships are filled 
by special decree, and although there 
are five Prefectures, these are not all 
open to expectants. There are 17 vacancies 
for sub-Prefects of various grades, 16 
Magistracies, 17 Salt Commissionerships, 
and 184 appointments of a minor nature. 
The following are the numbers of expec- 
tants of various grades at present in the 


province :— 

Expectanta, Vacancies, 
Taotais ...cccccoeee 15 none. 
Prefects ...... seoeee 16 1 
Sub-Prefects ...... 173 17 
Magistrates......... 100 16 
Salt Commissioners 80 17 
Minor officials ... 770 184 


—Rescript; Let the Board of Civil office 
take note. 

(4) A further memorial from the same 
officer, soliciting sanction for the application 
of severe measures to recover moneys due 
on public account from sub-Prefects and 
other minor officials whose accounts have 
shown a deficit on handing over charge. 

(5) A report from the Governor-General 
at Nanking, to the effect that enquiry has 
led him to the conclusion that it would be 
inadvisable to remove the Customs station at 
Yung-féng, under the jurisdiction of the 
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Huai-an Customs, to a place called Ch’ing- 
k’ou, as suggested by the Superintendent, 
The place is more than 30 miles from the 
sea, and stands on a shallow creek that is no 
longer navigable for vessels of the smallest 
burden, while the local industry consists 
of oil-making, and so much have the 
fortunes of the place decayed that there 
are now only three establishments enga ed 
in this business, and their employé’s consti- 
tute the population. / 

March 29th.—(1) A decree granting three 
months’ congé to Tséng Kuo-ch iian, recently 
appointed Governor-General of Shénsi 
and Kansu, to recruit his health. At the 
expiration of his leave he is to present 
himself for audience, and in the meantime 
the affairs of his office will be administered 
by Yang Ch’ang-chiin. 

(2) Memorial from Tso Tsung-t’ang, 
Senior Guardian of the Heir Apparent, 
Grand Secretary, Member of the Grand 
Council, and Controller of the Board of 
War. The law provides that officers shall 
be appointed year by year at stated intervals 
to hold inspections of the various provincial 
armies, and on the opening of the seals 
each year it devolves upon the Board of 
War to submit a list of certain Chamber- 
lains of the Guard, Manchu Grand 
Secretaries, Captains-General, and Presi- 
dents and Vice-Presidents of Boards, from 
which His Majesty may make selection 
of officers to hold reviews in the provinces 
the turn of which has come round for 
inspection, or He may appoint the high 
authorities of the provinces themselves to 
hold this inspection. Last year, the turn 
of the provinces of Hupeh, Hunan, 
Yiinnan, and Kueichow came round for 
military inspection, and the Board of 
which memorialist is at the head, submitted 
the usual list of high officers from which 
His Majesty might make selection. This 
year the turn of the provinces of Fuhkien, 
Chékiang, Kuangtung and Kuangsi come 
round for the grand inspection, and accord- 
ing to the law abovereferred to, a high officer 
should be deputed to hold reviews in Fuh- 
kien and Chékiang, and a second one to 
inspect the forces in Kuangtung and 
Kuangsi. The memorialist now begs to 
submit a list of names from which selection 
can be made of high officers to perform 
this duty. The names of Princes of the 
first, second, third and fourth orders, 
with Imperial Clansmen, Dukes, Members 
of the Grand Council, and ofticers on 
leave or special duty, are omitted. He 
humbly prays that His Majesty will 
select two names from this list, or 
appoint the high authorities of the 
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provinces themselves to hold the necessary 
inspection. 

(3) A further memorial on the subject of 
the posthumous honours granted to Chou 
Yu-ch’iian, General of the Ou-yang Chén 
Division in Hupeh, by the Censor Téng 
Ch’eng-hsiu.—For decrees and memorials on 
this subject, see Gazettes of 26th February, 
and 9th and 14th March. 


March 30th.—({1) A decree. Kung T’ang, 
Governor of Urumtsi, reports on an import- 
ant matter in connection with the suppres- 
sion of a rebellion, and prays for instruc- 
tions as to the action to be taken on 
certain points. He states that in the third 
year of T’ung Chih, when Urumtsi was lost 
to the rebels, Tso Huan-chany, adjutant 
to the Commander-in-Chief, was the first 
to mutiny, and the Commander-in-Chief, 
Yeh-pu-ch’ung-o by name, without taking 
any pains to satisfy himself of the state 
of things, put a brave called Chu Usiao- 
kuei to death, who had rushed to report 
the mutiny, on the ground that he had 
made a false report. The mutiny neverthe- 
less broke out shortly afterwards, and 
Urumtsi and several neighbouring towns 
fell one after another into the hands of the 
rebels. Kung-T’ang having now discovered 
the actual cause of the loss of Urumtsi, 
and that Chu Hsiao-kuei was unjustly put 
to death, the case recorded against him 
should be reversed. His name will accord- 
ingly be committed to the Board for the 
determination of the extraordinary marks 
of compassion that should be posthumously 
bestowed upon him. His tablet will also be 
admitted into the memorial temple erected 
in honour of P’ing Jui, late Governor 
of Urumtsi. The titles inherited by Tso 
Huan-chang, son of the late Tso Wén, the 
adjutant who provoked the rising, will 
hereby be taken from him, and the 
compassionate marks of distinction bestowed 
on Yeh-pu-ch’ung-o will be cancelled. 

(2) A decree expressing the Imperial 
regrets at the death of Chang Wén-té, 
Commander-in-Chief in Kueichow, and 
directing that the posthumous honours 
allotted by law to ofticers of his rank be 
bestowed upon him. 


(3) Lo Hsiao-lien ue. REO is appointed 


Commander-in-Chief in Kueichow. 

(4) Memorial from the Court of Censors. 
Chao Ch’ing-shao, expectant sub-Prefect 
in Kiangsi, has presented himself at the 
memorialists’ yamén with a further state- 
ment of his views on a certain matter. 
He states that he is 42 years of age, and 
a native of Liao-ch’éng Hsien in Tung- 
ch’ang Fu in Shantung, and an expectant 


sub-Prefect in Kiangsi. 


Having been sent 
to Peking in charge of a consignment of 
specie last year, he presented a petition 
applying for permission to open mines and 
occupy uncultivated lands, and the Court 
of Censors was good enough to lay a state- 
ment of his views on this subject before 
the Throne. He now prayed that they 
would be good enough to submit to 


His Majesty a further representation | 


he had ventured to draw up. The memo- 
rialists having found nothing objectionable 
in his memorial, beg to submit it to His 
Majesty, with a copy of the petition pre- 
sented by him. 

(5) Memorial from Chao Ch’ing-shao, 
expectant sub-Prefect in Kiangsi. Your 
Majesty’s servant presented a humble peti- 
tion in the early part of last year soliciting 
permission to open mines in Shantung, and 
bring waste lands under cultivation. The 
Court of Censors were good enough to submit 
this application to Your Majesty on behalf 
of the memorialist, and in due course the 
Governor of Shantung issued a proclamation 
to the effect that he had been honoured 
with Your Majesty’s commands to enquire 
into the matter of memorialist’s petition. 
The notables and people of Tsti-ch’uan 
Hsien, on hearing that mines were no 
longer to be worked by private enterprise, 
were waiting with grateful eagerness for 
the exercise of the Imperial bounty in this 
Sarre The districts of Ch’i-hsia, 

én-téng, and Ning-hai were also eager to 
take up waste lands and pay the allotted 
price, for they were already encroaching 
upon these lands, as were also the people of 
adjacent villages, and the acknowledgment 
of their proprietorship, which the acceptance 
of taxes would ensure, would give them 
greater confidence to take up larger allot- 
ments. These are metalliferous in the three 
districts of Jih-chao, Méng-yin, and Lai- 
wu, all of which are capable of development, 
aud in the two latter districts particularly 
the existence of gold in the quartz of which 
the hills are formed has been ascertained 
last year by practical tests. These hills 
being Government property the people are 
afraid to work them, but that gold and 
gold-dust do exist the memorialist can 
assert, having seen them with his own 
eyes. The lead produced in Chao Hsien 
contains 30 to 40 per cent. of silver. The 
memorialist is humbly of opinion that as 
mining operations entail the expenditure of 
a large amount of initial capital, any under- 
taking of this sort should be entered upon 
with extreme caution, and the submission 
of a scheme to this end on the part of the 
memorialist entails a special obligation 
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upon him to be careful in his statements. 
To prove the sincerity of his aspirations, 
he has lodged the sum of Tls. 5,000 with a 
banker in Chi-nan Fu, which he offers as a 
voluntary contribution to be expended in 
the testing of the mining wealth of Tzi- 
ch’uan Hsien, in the earnest hope that 
this commencement will lead to the enrich- 
ment of the State. He would humbly 
suggest that the Governor of Shantung 
should be instructed to apply this sum 
to the experimental working of the ores 
in that district for a month, and discover 
what the out-turn of silver and lead 
is during that period. If these ores 
are found in abundance, he would pray 
that a high officer be appointed to co-operate 
with the Governor of Shantung in making 
arrangements for the adoption [of systematic 
mining operations.] For decree on this 
subject, see Gazette of 10th March. 

March 31st.--No documents of importance. 

April 1st.—Chung T’ai is appointed 


‘Deputy Lieutenant-General of the Han- 


chiin Banner Force at Canton. 

(2) The Court of Censors reports the 
receipt of a petition from one Hu Héng- 
jung, a native of Che-ch’uan-t’ing, in 
Honan, charging one Sung Shih-lung with 
unnecessarily involving him in a lawsuit, 
and assaulting his, petitioner’s, mother, so 
violently that she died. He asserts that 
he was the go-between in negotiating with 
Sung for the loan of some money to one 
Ch’én Ch’ing-hsin ; Ch’én being unable to 
repay the loan, mortgaged a portion of 
his land to Sung. A dispute having arisen 
with @ neighbour as to the boundaries of 
this property, Sung seized petitioner’s crops 
and involved him in a lawsuit, in which 
he was wrongly implicated. The under- 
lings, being bribed by Sung, seized peti- 
tioner’s son and did him bodily harm, 
and subsequently destroyed his house, 
violently assaulted his mother, who died 
from the injuries she received, and mal- 
treated his sister-in-law. The murderers 
were denounced to the authorities, 
but petitioner could-obtain no redress, 
so he finally brought his case to Peking. 
Referred in the usual manner. 

April 2nd.—(1) Memorial from the 
President of the Board of Revenue and his 
colleagues, soliciting His Majesty’s instruc- 
tions on a certain matter. Some time ago 
a decree was issued ordering the witnesses 
and documents connected with the case of 
the murder of two officials, father and son, 
in Féng-t’ien, and the subsequent suspicious 
death of the supposed murderer, to be sent 
to Peking. In due course the Governor of 
Shéngking reported that the witnesses and 
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documents had been despatched from 
Moukden on the 1st of March, and explained 
that certain individuals who were wanted 
had absconded and had not yet been taken. 
In a separate memorial, the same officer 
pointed out that the report of the two 
coroners who had examined the body of Li 
Yung-chih, the supposed murderer, were at 
variance. He explained also the reason why 
a third inquest had not been held, and stated 
that the approaching warm weather would 
cause such rapid decomposition that some 
prompt steps ought to be taken if a third 
inquest wasrequired. The memorialists have 
to observe that they will have to await the 
arrival of the witnesses and documents now 
on their way before they can pronounce an 
opinion as to whether Li Yung-chih was, 
or was not, the murderer of the two officials 
in question. As regards the death of Li 
Yung-chih, however, they have nothing to 
yo upon but the report of the coroners who 
viewed the body. As these reports are at 
variance, and no third inquest has been 
held, unless this omission be promptly 
repaired decomposition will have set in to 
an extent that will render discovery of the 
cause of death impossible. They would 
therefore pray that one of the Vice-Presi- 
dents at Moukden be directed to associate 
himself with the military and civil Gover- 
nors and other officers, who should hold a 
joint inquest with the aid of experienced 
coroners. 

(2) Memorial from the Governor of 
Anhui, representing that it is still impossible 
to restore the assessment of the Féng-yang 
Customs to its old footing, for reasons 
which he details at length. The Board 
of Revenue having suggested that the 
deficit on the yearly assessment of this 
Customs should be made good, with the 
usual discount, the Superintendent was 
instructed to give effect to this proposal, 
which was sanctioned by Imperial decree. 
He now reports that the Féng-yang 
Customs suffer under disadvantages as 
compared with similar establishments in 
other places, inasmuch as it has only 
recently been re-established after a lapse 
of twenty years, the rebellion having 
caused the cessation of the collection of 
duties in that region. After repeated 
applications from the Board of Revenue, it 
was again established in 1876, but inasmuch 
as the conditions of trade had already altered 
considerably during the years that had 
elapsed since its abandonment, commerce 
having decreased and foreign transit passes 
increased, it was requested that before 
fixing an annual assessment, the revenue 
receipts for a few years might first be 
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ascertained. Since then, the yearly receipts 
have been duly reported, with the dedue- 
tions taken off for working expenses. The 
memorialist then proceeds to quote almost 
word for word the reasons given in his 
memorial on the same subject last year 
(15th October, 1880), for the inability of the 
Superintendent to raise the revenue to its 
old standard in the face of the diversion of 
the trade from the route covered by this 
station, and the large increase of transit 
passes for the import of foreign goods, and 
the export of native produce. 

The report of the rehearing of an appeal 
case completes the list of documents 
published in this day’s issue. 

April 3rd.—({1) A long memorial from 
Tu Tsung-ying, Governor of Honan, 
reporting on certain charges made by an 
anonymous denouncer azainst Ch’én Shih- 
hsiung, Taotai of the Nan, Yu, Kuang 
Circuit, whom he declared to be in his 
dotage and utterly unfit for the duties of 
his post ; also with being in the hands of 
certain unscrupulous underlings who 
indulged their extortionate propensities 
without let or hindrance. A categorical 
denial of these charges is given in the 
decree commenting on this memorial, which 
is published in the Gazette of 10th,March. 

(2) The same officer announces the conclu- 
sion ofall relief workin the province of which 
he is in charge, and repeats his applica- 
tion, made some time since, for permission 
to come to Peking for audience. At the 
close of the year 1877 the memorialist was 
honoured with His Majesty’s commands to 
leave the province of Kuangsi, of which he 
was Governor, for his present post, and in 
answer to an application for leave to come 
to Peking for audience, permission was 
accorded him to do so. On arrival at 
Yangchow, however, on his way northward, 
he was met by an Imperial decree cancelling 
the permission for the time being, and 
directing him to proceed with all haste to 
his new post, where the organisation of 
measures for famine relief demanded his 
immediate attention. He accordingly 
changed his route and took over the seals 
of his new post on the 6th of May, 
1878. For: upwards of a year he was 
exclusively occupied in the administra- 
tion of relief to the sufferers by the 
famine which raged all over his jurisdic- 
tion, aud it was not’ until the summer 
of 1879 that a gradual improvement in 
the condition of the country enabled him 
to turn his attention to the military forces 
of the province, and hold the inspections 
that he would otherwise have held on 
arrival at his post. On his return from 
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this tour of military inspection, he busied 
himself with the reparation of the damages 
caused by the famine, inviting immigrants 
to take up deserted holdings, and furnish- 
ing seed and plough oxen to those in 
need of them. After this, he had the 
examinations for civil and military degrees 
to attend to, and, as the records will 
testify, applied for permission to defer the 
inspection of the troops in the northern 
division of the province which should have 
been held at this time. These postponed 
inspections were held in the spring of 1880, 
and it would then have been the duty 
of memorialist to apply for permission to 
- come to Peking, but he had still to arrange 
for the repayment of the loans obtained 
for famine relief, and the organisation of a 
system of granaries for the collection of 
' supplies to meet a similar crisis to that 
which has now passed. There were also 
returns of expenditure to be made out, 
rewards to be applied for, and numerous 
other matters connected with the re-organi- 
sation of the province, and the labour 
this entailed was increased by the absence 
of the Financial Commissioner. Then 
followed the disastrous hail-storms, and 
the droughts and floods that occurred 
in the interval between last summer and 
autumn, which caused the memorialist 
some anxiety lest the quietude of the 
province should be affected by the alarm 
of the people. These circumstances have 
combined to hold him back until now. 
He reflects, however, that he has never 
been able to bask in the light of the 
Heavenly Countenance since his promotion 
from the post of Judge of Hunan. During 
this interval he has held successively 
the posts of Financial Commissioner of 
Hunan, Governor of Kuangsi, and Governor 
of Honan, which latter office he has now 
held for three years, his full time of service. 
The Financial Commissioner has now 
arrived, and, snow having fallen throughout 
the province before the New Year, the 
wheat has taken root, and the people are 
everywhere quiet. Under these circum- 
stances he ventures to renew his application 
for permission to come to Peking for 
audience. (Granted by decree earlier issued.) 
April 4th.—(1) The only document of 
importance in this day’s Guzette is a long 
memorial from the Governor-General of 
Yiinnan and Kueichow and the Governor 
of Kueichow, reporting in detail on certain 
matters connected with the government of 


the aboriginal tribes on the frontier of . 


Yiinnan and Kueichow. Attention was 
directed to the existence of numerous 
abuses in the government of these tribes 
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by Lo Ying-lin, an expectant Taotai in 
Kueichow, and a decree was issued in 
reply to his representations calling for a 
report on the subject from the Governor- 
General at Yiinnan Fu and the Governor of 
Kueichow. Upon receipt of this decree 
the memorialists deputed the Taotais of the 
Kuei Tung and Kuei Hai circuits to make 
the necessary enquiries. The reports of 
these officers are now before them, and 
their statements have been further supple- 
mented by personal enquiry on the part 
of the memorialist Ts’én Yii-ying, who 
has recently visited this neighbourhood 
during a tour of military inspection. The 
conclusion which they have formed upon 
the information that has been obtained 
from the above sources is, in sum, the 
following :—The Taotai Lo Ying-lin divided 
his observations into various headings. 
Of these there are three upon which 
explanations have already been given in 
connection with reports on other matters ; 
viz., the abuses connected with purchase 
of rations for the troops ; the confusion of 
boundaries ; and the evils attendant the 
system of corvée. There remain to be 
considered the following points :-— 

(I) The abolition of tribal chieftains, 
on the ground that they treat the people 
under their jurisdiction with excessive 
oppression. The memorialists are ready to 
admit that in bygone times this charge 
against the tribal chieftains was fully justi- 
fied, but since the rebellion they have 
been much toned down by the hard- 
ships they underwent and the disintegration 
that was in many instances forced upon 
them. Should the Taotai’s suggestion that 
they be abolished be carried out, there is 
every reason to fear that their dissatisfaction 
at such an innovation would drive them 
into the adoption of inconvenient measures 
to show their resentment, while their 
numbers preclude the substitution of 
hereditary offices such as yiin chi yt 
and en chi yii. The memorialists there- 
fore propose to exhort them to abandon 
their propensity to monopolise the collec- 
tion of land-tax, to interfere in questions 
under litigation, and to oppress the people 
generally, warning them that disregard 
of these injunctions will be followed 
by deprivation of their hereditary right to 
the position. 

(II) The proposal to reorganise the local 
forces who are established in this region 
and are known as ?un chitin, or military 
agriculturists. These military agriculturists 
have been established for several genera- 
tions, and the numerous abuses which 
characterise their oceupation are the growth 
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of years, but the proposal of Lo Ying-lin 
to deprive them of their military status 
and reduce them to the condition of simple 
tax-paying agriculturists is so sweeping 
@ change of constitutional arrangements 
that the memorialists cannot give the plan 
their support. They would, therefore, 
suggest the adoption of a compromise. 
There are ten camps or divisions of these 
military agriculturists, each camp or 
division numbering some seven hundred to 
a thousand or more families, which are 
under the charge of a single Lieutenant, 
who has, in addition, to receive the tithes on 
the land cultivated by them, a double duty 
which it is beyond his power adequately to 
perform. The memorialists now purpose 
to take the collection of tithes out of 
the hands of the Lieutenants and to 
entrust it to the nearest District Magis- 
trate, leaving the Lieutenants nothing 
to do but to control the people under 
their command, the Lieutenants being in 
turn under the orders of the nearest 
General, Colonel or Major, as the case 
may be. The military agriculturists will 
further be divided into sections, which will 
be subjected to the same drills and disci- 
pline asthe regular garrisons, and useless 
and incompetent men will, as occasion 
demands, be weeded out of the force. 
‘This, in the memorialists’ opinion, will 

ut a stop to the abuses complained of. 

he memorialists finally proceed to con- 
sider two further proposals of the expect- 
ant Taotai that the salary of certain 
Officials in the region shall be augmented, 
and schools established for the education 
and civilisation of the aborigines. They 
concur with the views of the Taotai on 
these points, and report with much elabora- 
tion the manner in which they propose to 
carry out measures to accomplish the end 
desired.—In a Rescript attached to the 
memorial, His Majesty expresses approval 
of the report, and directs that the measures 
proposed by the memorialists shall be given 
effect to. 


April 6th.—(1) Pao Ch’ang $i Fy is 
appointed Expositor of the Han-lin Yuan. 

(2) Memorial from Yang Ch’ang-chiin, 
Acting Governor-General of Shénsi and 
Kansu, reporting that the General of the 
Yii-lin Division, having lost his mother, 
has made the usual application for leave to 
vacate his post in order to observe the 
necessary period of mourning. The divi- 
sion of which this officer is in command is 
so important a one, situated as it is on the 
high road to the capital, and embracing a 
portion of the Great Wall with the frontier 
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of the adjoining Mongol tribes, that the 
presence of an experienced general is 
absolutely necessary. This the present 
incumbent has shown himself to be in a 
marked degree, and he can go ill be spared 
at the present moment that the memorialist 
would venture to request that he may be 
allowed to hold the acting appointment for 
the time being. When military matters 
are on a more settled footing beyond the 
frontier he could be allowed to return to 
to his native place to fulfil the obligatory 
mourning. 


No other documents of importance. 


April 6th.—(1) A decree. The Censor 
Hsii K’o-kang reports that Kuang Shan, 
Secretary in charge of the Imperial Stud, 
and Shang Tsung-jui, President of the 
Imperial Stud Court, are in league with 
each other for the perpetration of fraud ; 
that when Mongol princes and dukes send 
in offerings of horses and camels, Kuang 
Shan makes his clerks demand money 
from these princes and dukes, and deducts 
thirty per cent. of the maintenance allow- 
ances granted to them. The Censor 
further states that Kuang Shan is in the 
habit of bribing Shang Tsung-jui, the 
Superintendent, not to expedite the sale 
of these animals by the Superintendents of 
live stock and house duty, that he may 
continue to draw the maintenance allowance 
of those in charge of them. Finally, that 
the clerks above referred to arrange before- 
hand with the recipients the deductions 
that shall be made on the forage allowance 
issued for the feeding of the Imperial Stud. 
Pao Yiin and Mao Ch’ang-hsi are hereby 
commanded to ascertain the true state of 
the case, and report to Us. 

(2) Postscript memorial from Chou 
Héng-ch’i, Governor of Shantung, report- 
ing the commencement of some repairs 
to the banks of the Yellow River at Chi- 
yang Hsien, the walls of which town 
are in dangerous proximity to the river’s 
edge. When the water rises the town and 
its environs are threatened with inunda- 
tion, and as the people are not wealthy 
enough to undertake the necessary works 
at their own expense, the memuorialist has 
felt called upon to take the matter in hand. 
The total cost of the work will be over 
Tls. 10,000, but as the present condition 
of the financial exchequer will not admit 
of so large an outlay, he proposes to call 
upon the people to provide the labour, he 
finding the materials, the cost of which he 
estimates at Tls. 6,660. 

April 7th.—(1) A further series of 
prayors for rain is ordered to be held on 





the 11th inst., in which His Majesty will 
take part. 

(2) Memorial from the Censor Ko-ching, 
complaining of a new arrangement that has 
recently been adopted for the issue of rice 
allowances to the Bannermen in Peking. 
Formerly these allowances were issued at 
one time for the whole year, different 
Banners drawing their allowance in dif- 
ferent months of the year. Under this 
arrangement most of the Bannermen, who 
are a needy class, were in the habit of 
hypothecating the allowance due to them, 
by borrowing money against it. On receipt 
of the allowance they sold the rice, paid 
their debts, and had a small balance of 
money to go on with. The Board of 
Revenue have recently made a fresh 
arrangement under which the rice allow- 
ances are issued once a quarter. To this 
the Bannermen object, on the ground 
that it is not so convenient to receive their 
ration in such small instalments, for they 
still have to hypothecate their allowances, 
which, when received in small instalments, 
are not so easy to sell. 

(3) Memorial from the same Censor, 
complaining of further privileges that 
have recently been granted to the oil 
brokers of Peking, who have already too 
much power given them. On occasions of 
examinations for the degrees of chi jén or 
chin shih in Peking, these oil brokers are 
called upon to furnish oil and candles 
for lighting the examination enclosure. 
They are not paid enough for the oil and 
candles, but they are expected to make up 
the deficit in return for the privilege of 
being allowed to have a monopoly of the 
brokerage. Hitherto it has been the 
practice to claim brokerage only on oil 
mported into Peking for sale on the 
market, all oil imported by manufacturers 
for their own use being free from the 
brokers’ interference. A proclamation has, 
however, recently been {ssued, declaring 
that all oil, whether for manufacturers’ use 
or otherwise, shall be subject to brokerage, 
in order to make good the loss to which 
they declare they are still put by being 
obliged to supply oil and candles to the 
examination enclosure. The Censor objects 
altogether to the proclamation, which, he 
asserts, encourages the brokers in their 
malpractices instead of restricting the 
powers which they already greatly abuse. 
(For decree see Gazette of 18th March.) 

April 8th.—(1) Memorial from Wén Yii, 
President of the Board of Punishments, 
and his colleagues, requesting that the 
criminals condemned to death, who have 
been reprieved three or more times, should, 
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in accordance with the precedent in such 
cases, have their sentences mitigated on 
the ground of the long imprisonment they 
have suffered. It was the custom during 
the reign of Tao Kuang when, every few 
years, the number of criminals thus 
remanded three or more times exceeded 
10,000, to investigate the circumstances of 
each case and to modify the sentence to 
the extent that the case might seem to 
warrant. From the 30th year of Tao 
Kuang to the 6th year of Hsien Féng, 
the number of remanded cases for all 
the provinces exceeded 4,900, and the 
Censor Wang Té-ku, seeing though there 
were some who had been remanded 
as many as five times, they still could 
not receive the usual mitigation of 
punishment, memorialised the Throne 
requesting that the cases then under 
remand three times or more, in all 2,286, 
should be treated in accordance with the 
custom established in a former instance, 
their circumstances enquired into, and the 
mitigation of punishment accorded. Also 
that in future the cases in every province 
that had been remanded three times or 
more should receive the usual mitigation 
of punishment, whether they had reached 
collectively the number of ten thousand or 
not. This request was granted by decree. 
—After the Imperial amnesty declared in 
the 11th year of Hsien Féng, no examina- 
tions of remanded cases were held until 
the 7th year of T’ung Chih, when 2,096 
cases were reported to the Throne and the 
mitigation granted. At the present time 
the number of cases remanded three or 
more times has again exceeded 4,000. The 
number is considerably below the limit of 
10,000, in consequence of the general 
mitigations of and amnesty from punish- 
ments accorded by special acts of grace 
in the 11th year of T’ung Chih, and the 
lst year of Kwang Sii, but it appears 
that there were among them some 
individuals who had been remanded five or 
six times, which was unfair to the criminals 
in question ; and as the present conditions 
are similar to those of the 6th year of Hsien 
Féng, and the 7th year of T’ung Chih, it 
would be unjust to make a distinction 
between the criminals of former days and 
those of the present time; moreover, if 
those who received their third remand at 
an early date are detained much longer in 
prison, it is to be feared that they will fall 
sick and die. The Imperial benevolence 
would thus fail to be displayed. The 
memorialists therefore beg that, in accord- 
ance with the precedent of the 6th year of 
Hsien Féng and the 7th year of T’ung 
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Chih, the cases of those criminals who 
have been remanded three or more times 
may be investigated, and their sentences 
mitigated. They respectfully await the 
Imperial consent before proceeding to 
draw up a list of these cases to report to 
the Throne. 

April 9th.—(1) A Decree. Since We 
entered upon the charge of the Great 
Dynastic Succession, We have been the 
reverent recipient of the benevolence and 
tender love of Her Majesty Tz’ti-An-Tuan- 
Yii-K’ang-Ch’ing-Chao- Ho-Chwang-Ching, 
Empress Dowager, now departed, who 
watched over Us with unceasing attention 
to Our wants, the love she bore Us being 
illimitable in its depth. 

It is now seven years since We ascended 
the Throne, and We are deeply grateful 
for the benevolent contentment She has 
displayed with the manner in which it has 
been Our privilege to minister to Her 
pleasure. As We constantly observed the 
vigour of Her movements, and the diligence 
with which She devoted Herself early and 
late to the administration of the affairs of 
State, Our heart was rejoiced and consoled, 
for We had hoped that the term of Her 
well-being would be yet farther prolonged, 
and that She might have the happiness of 


attaining to the completion of the century. - 


Upon the 7th of the moon (April 65th), 
the Motherly person was suddenly indis- 
posed, and remedial medicines were at 
once administered, which it was thought 
would immediately restore Her to comfort. 
Contrary to expectation, however, Her 
complaint suddenly assumed a grave form 
on the 10th (8th April) ; mucous secretions 
welled up, breathing became impeded, and 
She gradually grew worse, until at the Hsi 
period of the day (7-9 p.m.) Her spirit aped 
upwards far away. We bewailed Our grief 
to Heaven, and lay prostrate on the earth 
as We cried aloud in lamentation. Our 
anguish knew no bounds. We have 
reverently received the testamentary charge 
of Her Majesty that the mourning garb shall 
be laid aside at the end of seven-and-twenty 
days, but to do this, Our feeling, in very 
truth, will not consent, and it will be Our 
duty, in accordance with previous usages, 
to wear white mourning for one hundred 
days, and to clothe Ourselves in mourning 
garb for twenty-seven months, that We 
may in some slight degree give expression 
to the depth of Our woe. With regard to 
Her injunctions that We shall make an 
effort to restrain Our grief, as it is Our 
first duty to consider the affairs of 
the State as of primary importance ; while 
fulfilment of Our duties in this particular 
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will bring consolation to the heart of the 
Empress fz’it-Hsi-Tuan-Yu-K’ang-Yi-Chao- 
Yii-Chuang-Ch’éng, who has taught and 
nurtured Us, dare We do otherwise than 
obey with reverence the commands She has 
bequeathed to Us to make a strong effort to 
put a limit to Our grief? 

Let all the rites and ceremonies proper 
to State mourning be reverently and 
diligently superintended by Yi Tsung, 
Prince of Tun ; Yi Hsin, Prince of Kung ; 
the Beiléh Yi K’uang; Ching Shou, 
Minister of the Presence ; Pao Yiin, Grand 
Secretary; Ling Kuei, Assistant Grand 
Secretary and President of a Board; and 
the Presidents En Ch’éng and Wéng 
T’ung-ho. 

(2) Her Majesty the Empress Dowager 
Tz’t- An-Tuan-Yii- K’ang- Ch’ing- Chao-Ho- 
Chwang-Ching has put forth a Proclama- 
tion saying : 

Notwithstanding the poverty of our 
merits We have been the reverent recipient 
of the patent of His Majesty the Emperor 
Wén Tsung Hsien, (Hsien Féng), command- 
ing Us to occupy the [chief] seat in His 
seraglio, until the Emperor Mu Tsung Yi 
(T’ung Chih) reverently succeeded to His 
wide-extending patrimony. Filial in His 
thoughts and with true sincerity did He 
minister to Our comfort, ever waiting on 
Us with reverence and true devotion. 
The present Emperor then entered upon 
the Great Succession, watching Us at 
Our repasts and enquiring after Our 
welfare, maintaining a truly filial attitude 
towards Us. From His accession until 
now, moreover, We have seen Him dili- 
gent in study, and displaying a capacity 
for growth in reverence for what is right. 
The delight and consolation of Our heart 
has thereby been so added to, that though 
We have had many seasons of difticulty 
to contend against, and early and late have 
been busied with the administration of 
affairs of State, Our frame and powers have 
providentially been so blessed with vigour, 
that We had hoped that We might have 
continued to enjoy the ministrations of the 
Emperor until We had attained aripe oldage. 

On the 9th of the present moon We were 
suddenly attacked with a slight indisposi- 
tion. The Emperor was at Our side with 
remedies, enquiring for Our comfort, and 
praying that We might speedily recover. 
Contrary, however, to expectation, Our 
malady suddenly took a yrave turn on the 
10th, and so continued until the 11th period 
of the day, (7 p.m.), at which time Our senses 
gradually began to leave Us, and We 
felt that We had but little time to live. 
Our years are forty and five; for nearly 
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twenty years We have enjoyed the 


privileges of Mother [of the State], duti- 
fully supported [by her children.] We 
have frequently met with ceremonies of 
felicitation, and continually been honoured 
with titles of distinction, Should We still 
be without content? There is but one 
thought [that weighs on Our mind.] The 
great cause of mourning that is now 
about to befall the Emperor will naturally 
make him grieve and lament. But the 
Lord of Men has upon Him the responsi- 
bilities of the Empire, and He must posi- 
tively struggle to restrain his grief. His 
first duty is to regard the affairs of State as 
of paramount importance, that He may 
reverently console the heart of the Empress 
Dowager Tz’i- Hsi- Tuan - Yu- K’ang-Yi- 
Chao-Yii-Chuang-Ch’éng, who has taught 
and nurtured Him. Let His servants, 
civil and military, metropolitan and 
provincial, obediently and humbly discharg- 
ing the duties of their respective stations, 
combine to assist Him in making perfect 
His Government; and Our spirit shall 
surely share with Him His joy thereat. 
In the mourning for Us, let the ancient 
statute be considered and obeyed. Let 
the Emperor confine Himself to twenty- 
seven days and make an end. Let the 
Great Sacrifices on no account be neglected; 
neither must the order of the lesser ones 
be interrupted. 

One thing more. We have always set 
an example of economy and simplicity in 
our Palace. While it would not, indeed, be 
allowable to enforce curtailment at will in 

. any matter affecting the due performance 
of the ceremonies prescribed by law, if the 
smallest saving can be effected in the pro- 
vision of what is needed to array Our person 
at the last, let due consideration for the 
value of the labour that wrought these 
articles be surely displayed, in accordance 
with the desire that has always been 
Ours. 

We therefore make this Proclamation, 
which We call on every one to obey. 

April 10th.—(1) Sung Sén, (Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Board of Ceremonies at 
Moukden) reports that certain shipwrecked 
Chinese seamen have been sent back from 
Corea. ‘The memorialist received a report 
from Hsing Lin, Commandant of the 
garrison at Féng-huang Ch’ény, accom- 
panying certain sailors who had been 
shipwrecked in Corea, consisting of nine 
Chinese, one native of Hawaii and seven- 
teen Siamese. He stated that they had 
been sent from that country by road, 
under care of the Corean official proceeding 
o Peking to offer the annual congratula- 
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tions to the Emperor. On arrival at 
Féng-huang Ch’éng, the Commandant 
examined the Chinese captain of the 
vessel and learnt that he was a native of 
Jao-p’ing Hsien, in the Prefecture of Ch’ao- 
chow Fu in Kuang-t’ung; that his vessel was 
a trading junk, and that he had hired for 
sailors nine men from his own province, 
seventeen Siamese, and a Hawaiian. He had 
taken in a cargo at Yingtzii(Newchwang)and 
was returning to his own province when he 
encountered a violent gale which drove 
him to T’u-t’un-p’u, in the district of P’i- 
jén in Oorea. The authorities of that 
place took good care of them, providing 
them with shelter, food and clothing, and 
consented to send the crew, both native 
and Siamese, to Yingtzti, there to wait for 
some ship to take them back to their own 
country. The memorialist examined the 
sailors on their arrival, and found their 
statements to agree with the Commandant’s 
report. The Siamese, however, were 
unable to understand Chinese either written 
or spoken, and the memorialist’s office is not 
authorised to deal with cases of shipwreck. 
He sent the native and Siamese seamen to 
the yamén of the military Governor of 
Moukden to be dealt with according to the 
law in such cases, and sent back to their 
own country after due examination. The 
memorialist finds that in the twentieth year 
of Tao Kuang it was decreed that in similar 
cases the sum of Tis. 30 should be issued 
by the Moukden board of revenue to the 
Corean officials. This has since been the 
invariable custom, and the memorialist begs 
that the issue of a similar sum may now bo 
authorised.—Rescript : Noted. 

(2) A further memorial from the same 
official, reporting a similar case in which 
three shipwrecked Chinese had been sent 
on by the Corean Government to the 
Commandant of Féng-huang Ch’eng, and 
thence to the memorialist. The despatch 
from the Corean Prince, accompanying the 
sailors, stated that a vessel was reported 
as driven by the wind on to the Corean 
coast, and that officials were at once sent 
down to look after the crew. They proved 
to be three Chinese from Shantung, who, 
while returning from the small islands off 
the coast of that province, where they had 
been collecting seaweed, had been caught 
in a gale and carried over to Corea. The 
memorialist begs that the Corean officials 
who escorted them over the frontier may 
be rewarded with the customary gratuity 
of Tls. 30.—Rescript: Noted. 


April 11th.—(1) A decree from the. 


Empress Dowager, commanding the Prince 
of Ch’un to wear mourning for 100 days. 
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(2) A decree. The Tartars General, 
Governors-General, Governors, Lieutenant- 
Generals, Deputy-Lieutenants Generals, 
Provin:ial Commanders-in-Chief, and 
Brigade Generals from the several pro- 
vinces, being occupied at their posts by 
their duties, are not to apply for permis- 
sion to come to the capital and salute the 
coffin of the deceased Empress. Let them 
conscientiously attend to their duties, and 
not -interrupt the routine of business by 
giving their mind to an empty ceremony. © 

(3) A decree commanding that the pro- 
ducts of the several provinces required by 
laws to be sent annually to the Emperor 
by the Governors-General, Governors, Tar- 
tars-General, Governors of Imperial Prefec- 
tures, Salt Comptrollers, and Superin- 
tendents of Imperial manufactories, be, for 
the space of one year, not sent to the 
capital. ‘ 

(4) Decree commanding certain Princes 
and high officers of state in the capital to 
wear mourning for 100 days. The high 
officers and Princes whose names are not 
mentioned in the decree are required to 
wear mourning for 27 days only, after 
which their mourning clothes should be 
burnt. 

April12th.—(Court Circular.) The Princes 
and High Ministers charged with the con- 
duct of the Imperial obsequies report that 
the remains of Her late Majesty will be 
moved to the Kuan-té Tien upon the 18th 
inst. . 

The Board of Ceremonies sequests the 
appointment of officials to read the offices 
for the dead. The following officers have 
been appointed: Ch’ing Fu, Jui Hsiang, 
Wu-érh-ch’ing-o, and Chih Hsiang. 

The same Board further reports that on 
the 14th services will be held preparatory 
to the removal of the Imperial remains, 
and further services on the 18th after the 
coffin has been deposited in the Kuan-té 
Tien. 

They likewise announce that libations 
will commence to be offered on the 24th 
inst., and that the grand service of sacrifice 
will be held on the 26th. Audience was 


given to the members of the Grand Council. | 


(1) Tséng Kuo-ch’iian, newly-appointed 
Governor-General of Shénsi and Kansu, 
reports the death at his home in Anhui of 
Li Ho-chang, formerly Taotai of the Kan 
Liang Circuit in Kansu, and brother of the 
Grand Secretary Li Hung-chang. He enters 
into a long history of the deceased ofticer’s 
career, and speaks in high terms of his 
bravery and military successes, concluding 
with a prayer that temples may be 
permitted to be erected in his honour, and 
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a record of his services compiled by the 
State Historiographer’s Office.—(Granted 
by decree of 27th March.) 

(2) The Governor of Hunan reports the 
remittance of the first instalment of the 
subsidy due from that province to Peking. 
The amount of subsidy at which the 
province of Hunan is assessed for the year 
1881 is as follows :— 





“Land Tax .....ccccssesceces .«- Tls. 200,000 
Lekitr ..orscccoesceesscessceseses 99 50,000 
‘Do. on Salt ..scccscccceeee x» 50,000 





Total...... Tls. 300,000 





Exclusive of supplementary subsidies for 
frontier defence, grain commutation allow- 
ance, and refund of arrears (the amount of 
the former being Tls. 80,000), to be taken 
from the lekin receipts. The total now 
remitted is Tls. 169,559. 

(3) The Superintendent of Customs at 
Shan-hai Kuan reports the capture of a 
smuggler of ginseng, who has been dealt 
with in the usual manner. 

April 13th._(1) A decree. The lata 
Empress Dowager Tz’ti-Au-Tnan-Yii-K’ang- 
Ch’ing-Chao-Ho-Chuang-Ching performed 
the offices of a Mother to the Empire ; She 
bestowed Her tender love upon [the people] 
and directed the administration of the affairs 
of State; She shed happiness throughout 
the world; and the brilliant reputation 
that Her perfect character has gained, 
surpasses history both new and old. Now 
that Her fairy car has ascended upon high, 
We find it impossible to assuage in the 
smallest degree Our woe and lamentation. 
We have, with all reverence, consulted 
ceremonial precedents, and find that it is 
Our duty to add to Her name a Posthu- 
mous Title, in token of Our veneration for 
Her. Let the Grand Secretaries and the 
nine chief Ministries of State consult 
together, and, after solemn deliberation, 
advise Us of the result. 

(2) Memorial from LiP’ei-ching, Director- 
General of Grain Transport, reporting the 
steps he has taken to render the Grand 
Canal navigable for the grain fleet, that is 
shortly about to proceed northwards. After 
the period of hoar frost last year, the 
Kiang Poh section of the Grand Canal 
became very shallow, owing to the small 
amount of water flowing in from its prin- 
cipal sources of supply, and in spite of 
damming up the sluices for some 500 
li of its course from Pao-ying Hsien to 
Huang-lin Chuang in P’ei Chou, there was 
in some places a depth of a few inches only, 
and in others only two feet. As the regula- 


tion draught of the tribute grain junks 


is two feet five inches, it was clear that 
nothing less than a depth of upwards of 
three feet of water would enable the fleet 
to pass upwards, and it became necessary 
to devise some means for securing this 
depth of water. The evil could not be 
combated by dredging, as the cause of the 
shallowness of the channel was due to 
want of a head of water in its feeders, 
apart from the fact that the expense of 
dredging would be too great to admit of 
the adoption of such an expedient. It 
only remained therefore to cast about 
for some other means of meeting the 
difficulty. Special officers had been sent 
to survey the ground, and the conclusion 
that memorialist had come to on receipt of 
their report was that the only plan was to 
adopt the old expedient of erecting dams 
and keeping back the water. At six exist- 
ing sluices, the names of which he gives, 
there are streams which cross the channel 
at right angles, and these have been 
blocked at the outer end in order to increase 
the head of water, which will be kept in 
until the approach of the fleet and then 
released. At eight other places new dams 
have been constructed, and other arrange- 
ments made to secure a head of water. 
Numbers of lighters will be hired in 
readiness to lighten the junks should it be 
found, after all, that they ground at any 


spot. 

April 14th.—No documents of import- 
ance. 

April 15th.—(1) The Governor of Kiangsu 
reports the despatch by sea of the first 
instalment of the fleet of junks laden with 
the grain tribute for the year 1880. The 
fleet, which consists of a hundred sail, and 
carries @ total of 240,485 piculs, exclusive 
of waste allowance, rations, etc., left Woo- 
sung on the 1st of March, and rendezvoused 
at Ch’ung Ming, where they will wait for 
a favourable wind to commence their 
voyage northwards. The memorialist 
thinks it right to state that the wet 
summer of last year has affected the 
colour of the rice, which is neither so clean 
nor so white as it should otherwise have 
been, while there is every reason to appre- 
hend the heating of a portion of it when 
exposed to the action of the seaair. Under 
these circumstances he would pray that the 
Superintendents of the Imperial Granaries 
at T’ung Chow may be instructed not to be 
too critical as to the colour and quality 
when taking delivery of the rice at T’ung 
Chow. —Rescript: Let the Board of 
Revenue take note. 

(2) The Superintendent of Imperial 
Mauufactories at Hangchow reports the 
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completion and despatch of the second 
instalment of the large order for silks and 
satin given in the year 1869. Of this order 
the following articles have already been 


finished and despatched : 

P Pieces, 

Silk and satin crape for Imperial 
USO) sive sasesesecsesesesevesses ieeeseace - 300 
Ditto for official use..... havsestss wee 180 
Silks for Palace use ....... cesesseeese 620 
Fine cotton cloth ....cscscscsssessees - 1,000 
Catties, 
Thread......secseoee Sadcacesdocsetoreues 200 
Pieces. 
Silks for the use of the Boards ... 800 


The present instalment consists of the 
following articles :— 


Pieces, 

Silk and satin crape for Imperial 
USC ..cccscceeeees Sniescedsescassceseass 260 
Ditto for Imperial use ........... wee 180 
Silks for Palace use ..........cecceee . 620 
Catties. 
THread...ccccsscccsscecssessccscesseveesee — 200 
Pieces, 
Silks for the use of the Boards ... 800 


A statement of the sums expended in the 
manufacture of these fabrics is forwarded 
separately. 

April 16th.—(1) The Governor-General 
at Foochow and the Governor of Fuhkien 
report the rehearing of the following appeal 
case. Yang Ting-t’ai is a native of Nan-an 
Hsien, and holds the degree of Senior 
Licentiate by purchase. Wu Tu and 
other parties interested in this case reside 
in the adjoining district of Chin-chiang. 
The ancestral burial-ground of Yang Ting- 
t’ai is situated at a place known as the Kao- 
chi Shan, in the district of Chin-chiang, 
and adjoins the ancestral burial-ground of 
Wu Tu, both parties holding title deeds 
and registers showing the boundaries of 
their respective properties. The burial- 
ground of Wu Tu having been made 
use of ever since the reign of K’ang 
Hsi, had fallen into disrepair, but had 
been repaired again. Early in the year 
1876, Yang Ting-t’ai, his brother Yang 
Ting-yii, and his cousin Yang Ching, 
with certain of his clansmen, having gone 
to their burial-ground to sweep the tombs 
and offer libations, noticed the repairs that 
had been made and suspected the Wu 
family of encroaching upon their limits. 
Just then Wu Tu and some of his clans- 
men passed by, and were questioned on 
the subject by Yang Ting-t’ai. Recrimina- 
tion followed ; some one struck Yang Ting- 
yii on the ear, and some of the sacrificial 
utensils were lost in the course of the 
mélée that ensued. Yang Ching, mean- 
while, not liking the threatening attitude of 
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Wu Tu and his party, ran away and begged 
a lodging with a relative who lived in Tz’t- 
shé Hsiang, a village hard by. He there 
fell ill and was unable to return home. 
His absence led Yang Ting-t’ai to suspect 
that he had been carried off by Wu 
Tu and his party, and he accordingly 
went to his Magistrate and charged Wu Tu 
with encroaching on his burial-ground, and 
furtheraccused him of assault and abduction. 
A counter-charge was then made by Wu 
Tu, who suspected Yang Ting-t’ai of an 
intent to make him pull down a portion of 
his repairs. Before the case came on for 
hearing, Yang Ting-t’ai heard that Yang 
Ching had been taken to another place of 
confinement by Wu Tu, but when 
he presented himself at the Court he was 
informed by one Wu Ts’ung of the 
particulars of Yang Ching’s escape and 
subsequent detention by illness. Wu 
Ts’ung demanded an honorarium for this 
piece of information, but Yang Ting-t’ai, 
not having seen Yang Ching, construed 
this application into a demand for a ransom 
and supplemented his charge by a state- 
ment to that effect. The dispute about the 
limits of their respective burial-grounds 
having first been settled by the Magistrate, 
he next proceeded to hear the charge of 
abduction, and to that end ordered Yang 
Ching, and Wu Ts’ung, who had discovered 
his whereabouts, to be brought before him, 
Yang Ching had died meanwhile, and a 
dispute having arisen between Yang Ting- 
t’ai and one of the clerks, who would not 
show him the draft of the counter-charge 
that had been brought against him by Wu, 
Yang next proceeded to charge the clerks 
with being bribed to upset his case. 
Another complication then arose. Wu 
Kuo and others, relatives of Wu Tu, 
having occasion to go to Nan-an Hsien 
to collect their rents, passed by Yang Ting- 
tai’s door, and it occurred to them to 
goin and discuss this lawsuit with him. 
It was nearly dark at the time, and it so 
happened that Yang Ting-t’ai was not at 
home. They knocked rather vehemently 
at the door, and Yang Ting-t’ai’s mother 
thought they were burglars, and screamed 
out ‘‘ thieves!” at the top of her voice. 
Upon this Wu Kuo and his companions ran 
away, but the neighbours, hearing the old 
woman’s shrieks, and not knowing who 
the strangers were, let off their bamboo 
guns, some of the shot from which struck 
Yang ‘Ting-t’ai’s mother in the stomach. 
The sister-in-law of Yang Ting-t’ai ran off 
to a friend’s house for refuge, and some of 
the neighbours started off in pursuit of the 
supposed robbers. They seized two men 
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and took them to the Magistrate, but they 
cleared themselves of the charge and were 
released. Yang Ting-t’ai, finding on his 
return that his mother had been shot, and 
understanding that an attempt had been 
made to enter his house burglariously, put 
it all down to the machinations of his 
enemy Wu, and brought a further charge 
against him. This and other incidents raised 
a bitter feud between the two families, 
and at last, Yang Ting-t’ai, enraged at what 
he considered wilful damage of the wall of 
his burial-ground by Wu, the damage 
having as matter of fact been caused by 
some stray cows, took his case to Foochow, 


‘and from thence to Peking. 


April 17th.—( Court Circular.) The 
Emperor will leave the Inner Apartment 
to-morrow and proceed to the Tz’ Ning 
Hall, where He will perform ceremonial 
observances, At the conclusion of these 
observances His Majesty will go on foot 
to the Hsi-hua gate and there witness the . 
departure of the remains of the Empress 
Dowager, kneeling on His knees. Ho 
will then return to the Palace by way of 
the Hsi-hua and Lung-tsung gates, and 
after a brief interval of rest will repair 
to the Kuan-té Tien, where He will await 
the arrival of Her Majesty’s remains, 
receiving them upon His knees. Prepara- 
tions will be completed at 5 a.m. 

(1) Memorial from Pao Yiin, Grand 
Secretary and. Superintendent of the Board 
of Civil Office, with his colleagues, report- 
ing the decision they have come to as to 
the penalties to be inflicted upon Liu Hsi- 
hung, Secretary to the Office of Trans- 
mission, and formerly Minister to Germany, 
in consequence of his virulent and unwar- 
ranted attack upon the Grand Secretary, 
Li Hung-chang. There being no law that 
bears precisely on his case, they are com- 
pelled to apply a clause that deals with an 
analagous offence. As the Imperial decree 
ordering the determination of a penalty 
directs that this shall be of an exceptionally 
severe nature, the memorialists beg to 
suggest the infliction of the penalty of dis- 
missal, which is the most severe punish- 
ment they have power to determine.— 
Sanctioned by decree of 21st March. 

(2) Memorial from Tséng Kuo-ch’iian, 
newly appointed Governor-General of 
Shénsi and Kansu, soliciting permission 
to vacate his post and return to his native 
place to recruit his health, which is so 
shattered that he does not feel himself fit 
to undertake public duty for the present. 
As soon as he is able to walk again, he 
will hasten to Peking, and await His 
Majesty’s orders. (By decree of 29th 
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March, the memorialist is granted three 
months’ congé. ) 

April 18th.—(1) A decree. Last year 
large districts of Chihli suffered from floods 
and drought, and this year’s early harvest 
is but of slender promise. The people in 
their distress look earnestly to the Throne 
for aid, and We are in truth much con- 
cerned for them. Let 30,000 piculs of the 
next consignment of Hupeh rice be issued, 
and let Li Hung-chang ascertain carefully 
the proportion of distress existing in 
different parts of the province, and make 
the distribution accordingly. Let the 
equivalent in money of the rice consumed 
by the boatmen en route, together with the 
cost of freight to T’ung-chow, &c., &c., be 
forwarded to the Board of Relief at Tien- 
tsin as a help towards ‘the incident 
expenses. Let the provincial Government 
instruct all its employés to be honest in 
their distribution, that the people may 
derive a real benefit from the gift. Let 
them not permit the slightest abuse—so 
will they assist Us in Our great desire 
to pity and befriend Our people. 

(2) A decree ordering the temporary 
imprisonment of two sons, holding Govern- 
ment appointments elsewhere, who refuse 
to make good the defalcations of their 
respective fathers, district Magistrates in 
Kiangsi. 

(3) Memorial from Li Hung-chang, 
requesting that the district town of Tung 


Ming eD be henceforward registered 


as a ‘difficult and important’ post. This 
change is rendered necessary because of 
the extensive operations now carried on 
there in connection with the construction 
or repairs of the embankments of the 
Yellow River ever since it began to take 
its northerly bend in 1853.—Again referred 
to the Board. 


April 19th.—(1) A decree. In reverent 
reference to the Empress Tz’ti An, who has 
lately passed away. As Her natural gifts 
were deep and vast, so was Her love and 
compassion far-reaching and widely felt. 
Bountiful was She as earth itself in prodigal 
blessings, and Her deep affection is beyond 
the power of words to describe. Though 
Her spirit has flown far away, Her fair 
fame remains with us for ever. We have 
now received from the Grand Secretariat 
and the nine Ministers of State suggestions 
as to the title by which She should be 
canonised. As We fondly think upon 
Her tenderness for Us, Our gratitude 
ceases not still to follow Her wherever 
She may be, and We reverently select six 
from the ten characters of Her style 


‘Go gle 


when alive and piously incorporate them 
with Her canonical title, which will then be 
Hsiao-Chen-Tz’tt-An-Yii-Ch’ing- Ho-Ching- 
I-T’ien-Tso-Sheng-Hsien-Hwang-Hou, ( 
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.) This we feel will be a fitting 
title under which Her fame will resound 
far and wide, and Her glory be per- 
petuated to ten thousand generations. 
By this name She will be worshipped from 
sea to sea, and all men will feel Her 
blessed influence. Let the Board acquaint 
itself with the formalities herein 
involved, as fixed by previous custom, and 
report. 


(2) A decree directing the various Yaméns 
to discontinue the euphemism of speaking 
f i + 
of the late Empress’s tomb as z 2 3 a bi) 
“the happy land for 10,000 years,” which 
will henceforth be styled P’u Hsiang 
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(3) Memorial from the Military Governor 
of Moukden, upon the death of the Provincial 


Commander-in-Chief, Liu Ching-fang, (3ij 
BF) He recounts the chief incidents 


in his career, which was a long and 
brilliant one, and requests that the usual 
paren distinctions be bestowed upon 

m. 

(4) The Governor of Chékiang forwards . 
the first remittance from the Salt 
Department of that province, The amount 
is :— 

To Board of Works (for pay of 

soldiers)........... Sideadiaecscaases -- 60, 
For expenses of Imperial House- 
hold.......ceeee0 15,000 


The total amount due to Peking within the 
year from Chékianyg is :— 
Tis. 


Board of Works .......csssssesssesee 220,000 
Imperial Household ............... 50,000 


In addition to this, the Department was 
last year called upon to furnish a sum of 
Tls. 5,000 towards the maintenance of 


Lei Chéng-kuan’s (  IEXE ) brigade. 


Owing to the steady falling-otf in the sale 
of salt, memorialist prays that he may be 
no longer required to provide this sum.— 
Referred to the Board. 

(5) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
the departure of the first division of junks 
containing tribute rice, to the amount of 
196,100 piculs. Memorialist has heard 
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from the Provincial Grain Intendant of 
the safe arrival of the junks at Tsiing-ming 
Hsien on 9th March, where they are now 
waiting for a favourable wind to put to sea. 
Stringent orders have been issued that the 
remaining 309,000 piculs, still due from 
Chékiang, be forwarded to the capital as 
soon as practicable. 


April 20th._(1) Memorial from the 
Governor of Kuangsi. The Censor Ko 
Ching has addressed the Throne suggesting 
that a regular return of lekin charges 
levied throughout the province of Kuangsi 
be made annually to the Board of Revenue. 
The Censor believes that the Iskin stations 
are far too numerous, and he hears that 
all sorts of abuses are rife in the collection 
of the tax. Goods which remain unsold 
on the expiration of 100 days are liable to 
a second dekin charge ; in this and many 
other ways the provincials are much 
oppressed. Memorialist will in future act 
on the recommendation of the Censor, and 
submit an account of lekin charges to the 
Board yearly. But as to the number of 
stations, they were some time ago, on the 
representation of another Censor, reduced 
by twenty or more, and are now none too 
numerous. As to the abuses in the levying 
of the tax, memorialist denies them in 
toto. 


No other documents of importance. 


April 21st.—(Court Circular.) The Grand 
Secretary Li Hung-chang paid his respects 
on arrival in Peking and was received in 
audience. His Majesty will visit the 
Kuan-té Tien at 6 a.m. to-morrow to do 
reverence before the remains of the 
Empress Dowager. 

(1) The only document of importance in 
this day’s Gazette is a memorial from 
Kung T’ang, Governor of Urumtsi, report» 
ing the result of his enquiries into the 
causes which led to the loss of this city in 
the year 1864. From these enquiries he 
finds that the account of the loss of the 
city, as originally given, was false. It 
appears that Yeh-pu-ch’ung-o, who was 
Governor of Urumtsi at the time of its loss, 
was entirely in the hands of his aide-de- 
camp, a Colonel called So Huan-chang, 
whose advice he took on every occasion. 
So Huan-chang took advantage of his 
influence to secure all the important posts 
in the city for Mahomedans, members of 
his own creed. When the Mahomedan 
rebellion first broke out under the leader- 
ship “of Ma Hua-lung, the whole of the 
Mahomedan pupulation beyond the frontier 
were .in sympathy with him, and in 
course of time one Yang Ch’un, also a 
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Mahomedan, visited K’u Ch’é with a 
view to inciting the members of his 
creed in that city to join the rebellion. 
His machinations succeeded, and on 
the night of 6th of June, 1864, the 
Mahomedan population of K’u-ch’é rose 
in revolt and took possession of the 
city. On the news of the loss of this 
city reaching Harashar, the authorities 
of that city sent to Urumtsi for reinforce- 
ments. Meanwhile, Yang Ch’un, having 
succeeded in inciting the population of 
K’u-ch’é to revolt, had come on to Urumtsi 
with a similar intention. He made over- 
tures to So Huan-chang, who agreed to 
aid him in his scheme, and on the arrival 
of the application from MHarashar for 
reinforcements, he prevailed on Yeh-pu- 
ch’ung-o not to send any of the men under 
hiscommand. The Manchu general, how- 
ever, did send a small Manchu force to 
Harashar, and a few Chinese soldiers were 
sent by other commanders. When these 
troops had left, the rebels were advised of 
their departure by So and his confederate, 
and they accordingly prepared an ambush 
for the troops alung the line of their 
march. The ambush was discovered by 
a brave called Ohu Hsiao-kuei, who ran 
back to report the fact to Yeh-pu-oh’ung-o, 
but at So Huan-chang’s instigation the 
unfortunate man was at once put to death 
for bearing false news. The force proceeded 
on its way and was exterminated. On 
arrival of the news at Urumtsi, a panic 
occurred amongst the officials and Chinese 
population, and So and Yang seized the 
opportunity to incite the Mahomedan 
population in the country round to attack 
the town of Ta-pan Ch’éng, not far distant 
from Urumtsi. They took this town on 
the 13th of July, but so great was the confi- 
dence of Yeh-pu-ch’ung-o in his aide-de- 
camp that he had still no suspicion of his 
treasonable designs. Two days after the 
loss of Ta-pan Ch’éng, the people in the 
southern suburbs of Urumtsi rose in 
revolt, and one of So’s accomplices opened 
the city gate and let them in. Yeh-pu- 
ch’ung-o could not get a single soldier to 
turn out, and the town was at once in 
possession of the rebels. So Huan-chang 
gave orders that Yeh-pu-ch’ung-o and his 
son should be conveyed outside the city, 
and then set fire to his yamén, burning all 
his women-folk alive, after which the whole 
of the Chinese population was put to the 
sword, some five hundred soldiers that 
were sent to the rescue of the city being 
also massacred. Yeh-pu-ch’ung-o and his 
son then committed suicide. For decree 
cancelling the hereditary honours formerly 


conferred on the father of So Huan-chang, 
and the posthumous honours granted to 
Yeh-pu-ch’ung-o, see Gazette of 30th 
March. 

April 22nd. —(1) Memorial from the 
Governor of Anhui, soliciting permission to 
erect a memorial temple to the late Wu 
T’ang, former Governor-General of Sze- 
chuen, at Hsii-yi Hsien, his native place. 
This temple is to be erected by the people 
in recognition of his services to the country, 
and as a token of gratitude and respect 
from those who owe the safety of their 
lives and property to his energy during the 
troubled times of the rebellion. A long 
account of the deceased officer’s career is 
given by the memorialist. 

(2) Ts’én Yii-ying, Governor of Kwei- 
chow, reports the death, upon the 9th of 
March, of Chang Wén-té, Commander-in- 
Chief of the province. He commenced his 
career as acommon soldier, and was present 
at the action at Ch’i Ch’iao Wéng, near 
Ningpo. In 1854 he was transferred to 
Anhui, and during that year was wounded 
in the neck by a spear-thrust. In the 
following year he was wounded in the 
stomach at the re-capture of Lu-chow Fu, 
and in 1857 he was again wounded on the 
other side of his neck. In the same year 
he was wounded in the left foot during an 
action at T’ung Ch’éng. In 1858 ho greatly 
distinguished himself at the retaking of 
Chinkiang Fu, and in 1859 he was trans- 
ferred to Chékiang, where hesaw much active 
service. In 1861 he was again wounded in 
the left foot, and in the following year he 
was once more sent to Chinkiang, where 
he repulsed three assaults made by the 
rebels. His name was then recorded for 
employment as Brigadier-General, and the 
title of Butwrn was conferred upon him. 
In 1862 he was appointed Goneral of the 
Chén Yuan Division, still remaining in 
charge of the forces at Chinkiang. In 1863 
he was again of wounded at the action of 
Hung-shan Wa, near Chinkiang, this time 
by a bullct in the stomach, and by 
Imperial decree his name was recorded for 
appointment to the post of provincial Com- 
mander-in-Chief. In 1868 he was ayain in 
action, and successively re-captured the 
towns of K’ai Chou, Lung-li and Kuei-ting, 
with the prefectural city of Tu-yiin Fu. 
For his services of this occasion a ycllow 
riding jacket was bestowed upon him, 
and another style was substituted for the 
one that accompanied his first title of 
Batun. In 1869 he was wounded in the 
calves of both legs, and he resivned bis 
appointment on tlic yrowid of ill-health. 
Ju 1870 he was appointed General vf 
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the Wei-ning Division, and for his services ‘ 


in operations against the Miao-tzi in 
1874, was created a noble of the eighth 
grade. In 1874 he was given a button of 
the first grade, and in the same year he was 
appointed Commander-in-Chief in Kwei- 
chow. The memorial concludes with a 
prayer that a record of the services of the 
deceased officer may be drawn up by the 
State Historiographer’s Office, and that his 
tablet may be placed in the temple erected 
at Kuei-yang Fu to Tséng Pi-kuang, former 
Governor of the province.—Granted by 
decree of March 30th. 

April 23rd.—No documents of import- 
ance. 

April 24th._{1) A decree ordering the 
Military and Civil Governor of Féng-t’ien 
to ascertain the whereabouts of one Téng 
Wén-ts’ao, an Assistant Secretary of the 
Board of Punishments, who, having taken 
up a holding of land in Féng-tien, has 
failed to pay the rent upon it. He has 
now absconded, after involving himself in 
some complicated transactions connected 
with the purchase and transfer of land, and 
is not to be found. 

(2) Memorial from the Governor of 
Hunan, complaining of the plethora of 
expectant oflicials in that province, and 
praying that for the time being the Board 
may be directed not to send any more for- 
ward. The majority of Prefectures and 
Taotaiships in Hunan are officered by 
officials appointed by special decree, and 
on an average there are not more than one 
or two vacancies a ycar in these grades to 
which expectants can be appointed. The 
following list will show how largely the 
number of expectants in these and other 
grades are in excess of the appointments to 
which they aspire. 

Vacancies, Expectants. 

Taotais and Prefects (say) 2 ......... 30 

Sub-Prefects of various 

grades with Department } 80 ...... 300 
and District Magistrates 

Petty officials, upwards of 100 ......... 500 


In spite of this large number of expectants, 
most of whom can never hope tv obtain 
a substantive appointment, drafts are still 
sent forward every mouth by the Board. 
They live in idleness at the provincial 
capital, and many are reduced to the 
extreme of poverty and want.—Rescript : 
Let the Board of Civil Otlice take note. 

(3) Postscript memorial from Chou Héng- 
cl’i, Governor vf Shantung. The Financial 
Coumunissioner reports that he has got 
tovcther the following sums duc as subsidies 
to Peking and clsewhere :— 
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Tis. 

First instalment of Peking 

SUDBIGY  ....0...eeeseeecereereoees 50,000 
Two months’ military subsidies, 

due from last year............008 10,000 
Contribution towards frontier 

defence fund ........ccccccesceees 20,000 
Contribution to river works in 

Chibli ..........ccccceseesncen coos - 20,000 
First instalment of subsidy 

from salt revenue, with scale 

allowance and _ subsistence 

MONEY o.....eeececccesecsesveeveeees 20,600 


Interest on grain lighter fund... 5,000 
Total...Tls. 125,600 





The above sums have been sent to the 
several departments charged with their 
receipt under the charge of various officials. 

April 25th.—(Court Circular.) His 
Majesty will go to the Kuan-té Tien at 6 
a.m. to-morrow to do obeisance before the 
remains of the Empress Dowager. 

(1) Postscript memorial from the Censor 
Yi K’o-kang. The memorialist has heard 
that Kuang Shan, Secretary of the Imperial 
Stud Court, is in constant relations with 
Shang Tsung-jui, President of the same 
Court, whom he conciliates by bribes, 
prevailing on him to allow the writers 
attached to the Court to exercise a mono- 
poly and extort money at will. Unless 
these malpractices be put a timely stop 
to, there will be no end to them. The 
memorialist learns that the offerings of 
horses and camels presented by Mongol 
Princes and Dukes are inspected and taken 
delivery of by the President, who then 
distributes them amongst the different 
stables. The Secretary above mentioned, 
however, contrives to get the clerks to 
exact a fee from the stable-keepers for 
every camel or horse so allotted, and to 
levy a discount of thirty per cent. on all 
grants for the purchase of fodder. It is 
the habit, moreover, of the Comptroller of 
the Imperial Household to dispose of these 
camels and horses from time to time, 
through the agency of the Superintendents 
of Live Stock and House duty, in the 
interests of economy. The aforesaid 
Secretary, however, bribes the President 
to delay the sale of the animals, that he 
may draw the allowance for their keep. 
These stories having come to the ears of 
the memorialist, he feels it his duty to 
bring the matter to the notice of His 
Majesty, and solicit an enquiry into their 
truth or falsehood.—For decree, see Guclte 
of 6th April. 

No other documents of importance. 
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April 26th.—(1) The Governor of Shan- 
tung reports the death of Ling Chieh, Judge 
of that province, upon the 22nd of March. 
As already reported by the memorialist, he 
had applied for leave to vacate his post, 
but shortly after the despatch of this 
application, he was taken worse and died. 
The deceased was an Imperial clansman 
and a member of the Blue Banner, and in 
the year 1860, while serving as Prefect of 
Ch’éng-té Fu, it devolved on him to make 
preparations for the sudden visit of His 
Majesty Hsien Féng to Jéhol, .on which 
occasion he acquitted himself in a creditable 
manner. He was subsequently honoured 
with marks of the Imperial favour for the . 
manner in which he applied himself to the 
raising of the large sums of money that 
were required for certain purposes. In 
1863, he was transferred to Ho-chien Fu, 
in Chihli, and five years afterwards, when 
that city was threatened by the Nien-fei, it 
was mainly due to his exertions that it did 
not fall into their hands. On the departure 
of the rebels, it was he who set on foot 
subscriptions for the supply of food to the 
surrounding people, many tens of .thou- 
sands of whom owed their lives to his care. 
These and many other acts testify to his 
energy and devotion in the cause of public 
service, and the memorialist would humbly 
suggest the bestowal upon the deceased 
ofticer of the posthumous honours allotted 
by law to a provincial judge who has died 
at the close of a distinguished and honour- 
able career.—Rescript: Ling Chich has 
shown a fair capability for the conscien- 
tious performance of his public duties 
upon ordinary occasions, but his services 
have not been of an exceptionally distin- 
guished nature. The application for the 
bestowal of posthumous marks of distinc- 
tion upon him need: not therefore be 
considered. 

(2) The only other document of interest 
in this day’s issue is an application from the 
Governor of Shéngking for the bestowal of 
rewards upon the weiywan and notables 
of Ying K’ou (Newchwang) to whose efforts 
a marked increase in the lekin revenue at 
that port is due. During the three years 
ending June, 1880, Tls. 350,000 and upwards 
were collected by them, which is several 
fold more than the total for the previous 
period.—Granted by Rescript. 

April 27th.—(Court Circular.) Tu 
Tsung-ying, Governor of Honan, paid his 
respects on arrival in Peking, and was 
received in audience. 

(1) A decree ordering certain poachers 
in the Nan-yuan, or hunting park to the 
south of Peking, who had the audacity to 


fire on a captain of the guards and others 
who arrested them, to be committed to the 
Board of Punishments for trial. Search is 
to be made for some members of the gang 
who have succeeded in making their escape. 

(2) The Governor-General of the Hu- 
kuang provinces and the Governor of 
Hupeh report the death by drowning of 
an expectant Magistrate, who was on 
his way to take up an acting appoint- 
ment. The Magistrate, Hsia Hien-ying 
by name, had been appointed manager of a 
lekin collectorate in the Tang-yang district, 
in Hupeh, and started by boat for his 
destination. On arrival at a place called 
Ta Chiin Shan in the Han-yang district, 
the junk was caught in a squall and upset, 
the Magistrate and three of the sailors 
being drowned. The body of the Magis- 
trate was recovered and buried, and the 
memorialist has now to pray that some 
mark of compassion may be posthumously 
bestowed upon him, as he met with his 
death whilst travelling on the public 
service.—Referred to the Board. 

(3) The Governor-General of Szechuen 
denounces an expectant Prefect for the 
following misdemeanour. This individual, 
Wu Shu-héng by name, had been entrusted 
by the Financial Commissioner with Tls. 
30,000, being a subsidy due to Hupeh, 
which he was instructed to convey to the 
capital of that province. The Governor of 
Hupeh, who had been advised of his 
departure, having written to say that 
the officer had not arrived although 
ample time had elapsed since his despatch, 
enquiries were made along the line of route. 
While these were going on, the Governor 
of Hupeh received a message from Wu 
Shu-héng to the effect that on arrival at 
Ch’ung-k’ing Fu he had been induced to 
invest the funds entrusted to him in the 
purchase of 168 piculs of opium, which 
he had hoped to sell at a profit on arrival 
at Chiang-ling Hsien, (from which place he 
sent the message). On arrival at Chiang- 
ling, however, he could only find a market 
for 37 piculs, leaving 131 piculs on his hands 
which hecould not dispose of. He begged that 
the Governor would send some one to take 
delivery of this opium and convey it to 
Hankow for sale. If the sale of it did not 
realise the same amount as the subsidy 
with which he had been entrusted, he 
would be happy to make good the deficit 
by the sale of his own property. Wu Shu- 
héng has now been put under arrest, and 
the memorialist denounces his conduct as 
exceeding the bounds of right or reason. 
He begs that His Majesty will sanction his 
dismissal from the public service, and 
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instruct the high authorities of Hupeh, in 
whose custody he now is, to secure the full 
amount from him of the remittance with 
which he was charged. 

(4) The Governor-General of the Hu- 
kuang Provinces and the Governor of Hupeh 
report the despatch of the first instal- 
ment of the subsidy due to Peking from 
the lekin receipts in Hupeh for the year 
1881. The total assessment is Tls. 100,000, 
of which Tls. 10,000 have now been 
remitted. 

(5) The same officers report the despatch 
of Ts. 30,000, being the first instalment of 
the land-tax due from Hupeh for the year 
1881, the assessment for the whole year 
being Tls. 300,000. 

April 28th.—(1) Memorial from T’u 
Tsung-ying, Governor of Honan. On the 
14th of January last, the memorialist 
received a communication from the Board 
of Revenue, forwarding copy of their reply 
to a memorial from the Censor Ko Ching, 
in which he advocated the advisability of 
calling for regular returns of lekin receipts 
from all the provinces, in the same 
manner as receipts from native Customs 
stations are furnished. He also urged 
the withdrawal of secret and unauthorised 
stations. A printed copy of the Board’s 


memorial, and the decree in reply 
was furnished to each province, with 
instructions to give effect thereto. The 


Board also called for a list of the lekin 
stations, with the names, places of residence, 
and length of service, of the various officers 
connected with these stations. These 
returns were to be furnished annually with 
a statement of receipts and expenditure. 
Instructions having been issued in this 
sense by the memorialist, the central lekin 
office has now furnished him with a reply 
to some of the criticisms indulged in by 
the Censor. The Censor states that at Hain 
Yeh, Shih Ku, Yii Chow, Téng Chow, and 
Chu Hsien-chén, there used to be neither 
Customs stations nor lekin collectorates, 
and that barriers have recently been estab- 
lished at all these places; exclusive of 
some ten or more more collectorates at 
other places, the names of which he has 
not been able to ascertain. He hears that 
at the Hsin Yeh station the same rules, of 
fines and confiscations exist as are observed 
at the Peking Customs, but the confiscations, 
so far as the public exchequer is concerned, 
are merely nominal, clerks and deputies 
appropriating these items to their own use. 
To this statement the Central Office rejoin 
that eight branch stations for the collection 
of Customs duties and lekin have long been 
in existence in Honan. They are the follow- 
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ing :—Shen Chou, Shé-ch’i Chén, Hain 
Yeh, Chou-chia K’ou, Ching-tzi Kuan, Ho- 
nai Hsien, Wu-lung Chi, and Lii-lin Chi. 
Two subsidiary stations were afterwards 
established in 1879 at Yii Chow and Téng 
Chow, to check the evasion of duty on 
opium which was effected by the adoption 
of circuitous routes, and the fact was 


‘ duly reported at the time to the Throne. 


The other branch stations, such as Shih 
Ku, Chu Hsien, Chén Nan-yang, Yuan-t’an, 
etc., do no more than act as outposts for 
the Téng Chow station. They inspect the 
opium duty certificates and see that they 
are in order, and also defeat the attempt of 
dealers to avoid payment of duty by the 
adoption of circuitous routes. They 
collect no lekin whatever on articles of any 
description. With the exception of these 
stations, all other branch establishments 
have been withdrawn. Then follows a 
repetition of the charge of appropriation of 
confiscations and the levy of double fines, 
etc., the details given being of little general 
interest. The Board go on to say that 
returns of lekin receipts on general com- 
modities, with returns of expenditure, are 
sent in to the Board twice a year, and that 
returns of lekin collected on opium are 
likewise furnished, with a list of the officers 
employed in the collection of these duties ; 
also that the expenses of collection do not 
amount to ten per cent. of the revenue. 
Rescript :—It is noted. 

April 29th.—({Court Circular.) The 
Governor of Shun-t’ien reports a fall of 
rain in the capital of upwards of four 
inches of saturation. 

(1) A decree. Pao T’ing, Secretary of 
the Grand Secretariat, represents that 
on every occasion of the assemblage 
of officers at the Kuan-té Tien for 
the performance of funereal ceremonies, 
servants and retainers, with numbers of 
idlers, crowd into the Hall to witness these 
ceremonies. He prays that orders may be 
issued putting a stop to this proceeding. 
Propriety demands that the strictest 
decorum should be observed on the occasion 
of the assemblage of officers at the Kuan-té 
Tien ; and that servants, retainers and 
idlers, should be allowed to crowd into the 
Hall is most indecorous. On all future 
assemblies at this Hall the high officers, 
whose duty it is, will exercise a conscientious 
supervision and inflict condign and severe 
punishment on all servants, retainers, or 
idlers, who shall push into the Hall in 
defiance of authority or control. 

(2) Postscript memorial from Wu Yuan- 
ping, Governor of Kiangsu, reporting the 
transmission to Peking of Tis. 50,000, 
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being the first instalment of the subsidy 
due from the native Custom House at 
Shanghai for the year 1881. The total 
assessment for the year is Tls. 300,000. 

April 30th.—(1) In a memorial of seven 
pages, Yang Ch’ang-chiin, Acting Governor- 
General of Shénsi and Kansu, enumerates 
the qualifications of one Hsii Tsé-ch’un, a 
district Magistrate, for the post of sub- 
Prefect of T’ai Chow, in Kansu. 

(2) The same officer denounces the jail 
warden and others of Ti-tao Chow for 
carelessness in allowing certain prisoners to 
escape from custody while the prison was 
on fire. 

(3) He also solicits sanction for the 
dismissal of a Colonel under the command 
of the Commander-in-Chief, who had been 
guilty of dilatoriness and idlenessin the con- 
struction of a wall which he was instructed 
to build; with availing himself to an 
unnecessary extent of the unpaid labour of 
the people; with levying a discount on 
the pay of the soldiers ; and with acts 
of insubordination towards his superiors. 
—Granted by Rescript. 

May 1st.—With the exception of two 
unimportant memorials, the whee of this 
day’s Gazette is occupied with a report 
from the Governor-General and Governor 
at Canton, in answer to a decree calling for 
a reply to the accusations of an anonymous 
denouncer, who stated that one Fu Lien, 
who had earlier been guilty of fraudulent 


ractices, had changed his name to Fu . 


uang, alias Fu Ch’i, and was now employed 
as a clerk in the Canton Customs, in which 
capacity he had been guilty of extensive 
frauds and various malpractices. These 
charges having been referred to Chiin Uh’i, 
the Hoppo, that officer has supplied the 
memorialists with the information, upon 
which they base the following statement :— 
The Canton Customs establishment is 
divided into two branches, the native and 
the foreign. The returns of revenue 
collected by the native branch are made 
up once a year, and the returns of revenue 
collected by the foreign branch are made 
up periodically. The Superintendent 
furnishes the Governor-General regularly 
with copies of these returns, together with 
copies of his memorials to the Throne 
covering the returns. On perusal of these 
returns for the years 1876 and 1877, by 
the memorialists, they found ‘the totals 
agreed with the books of the Customs 
Bank, but the items were so numerous and 
so complicated that they handed the 
accounts over to the Financial Commis- 
sioner for careful comparison and scrutiny. 
They directed him at the same time to 


furnish them with a statement of the offi- 
cial career of the man Fu Lien, alias Fu 
Kuang, obtained from the individual him- 
self. Itappears from his testimony, corrobo- 
rated by other evidence, that he had not 
changed his name while employed at 
the Customs, and that it was his brother, 
and not he, who had beon guilty of fraud ; 
neither was he, as stated, a clerk in the 
treasury dopartment of the Customs, but a 
writer employed in the sorting letter office. 
The large appropriations of the opium 
revenue with which he is charged aro 
shown by the books of the Customs Bank 
not to have been perpetrated, and as his 
duties were in no way connected with the 
accountant’s department, it would have 
been impossible for him to have been guilty 
of fraud. Other charges against him are 
similarly disproved. He left the Customs 
in 1876, and after his departure changed 
his name to Fu Kuang, and bought the 
rank of Taotai, when Fuhkien was the 
province allotted to him in which to serve. 
Instead of then leaving Canton, however, 
he remained, and was in constant relations 
with a connection called Fu Jung, a 
clerk in the treasury department of the 
Customs. In this he wasin the wrong, as 
his intimate relations with Fu Jung gave 
rise to suspicion, and it is requested that 
he may be cashiered and sent back to his 
native place. 

May 2nd.—(1) Memorial from T’u Tsung- 
ying, Governor of Honan, reporting the 
results of an attempt to introduce a more 
extensive system of sericulture into that 
province. The soil of Honan is rich and 
productive, and there is ample room for 
the cultivation of the mulberry with a 
view to the manufacture of silk, in addi- 
tion to the growing of all kinds of ccreals. 
Until quite recently nothing but the local 
mulberry and the wild worm had existed 
in Honan, and although silk was produced 
in certain parts of the province, it was by no 
means a universal industry. After the yreat 
famine, the harvests began gradually to 
improve, but industry generally was in a 
far from flourishing state, and the memo- 
rialist last year directed the official body 
throughout his jurisdiction to encourage 
the rearing of silk-worms, with a view 
to establishing a new branch of trade. 
The Acting Financial Commissioner 
brought out and printed a pamphlet 
on sericulture, and the memorialist 
invited the provincial Government to 
organise a central agency for the promo- 
tion of this industry. Subscriptions were 
set on foot, and agents were scnt by the com- 
mittce to Chékiany lo purchase 250,000 silk- 
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worms, and 360 cards of silk-worm eggs. 
Twenty-four mechanics were also engaged, 
all the necessary appliances obtained, and 
over 30,000 mulberry saplings were pur- 
chased. These and the eggs were dis- 
tributed through the province for issue to 
the people, and a plot of ground was secured 
in the vicinity of K’ai-féng Fu, which was 
fenced in, and specimens of the balance of 
saplings imported from Hu-chow were 
planted there, both as an experiment and as 
an example to others to do likewise. These 
saplings have all sprouted ; weavers were 
then engaged from local artisans and men 
from other provinces, and a factory has 
been started in K’ai-féng Fu, to which 
intelligont children were invited tocome and 
learn the process, as well as gentry and 
people from outlying districts, the funds 
required being raised by subscription. The 
scheme has now been in operation for 
nearly a year, and results have already 
begun to show themselves. The Depart- 
ment and District Magistrates, too, have 
gone with spirit into the enterprise, some 
purchasing seed and growing mulberry trees 
from it, others buying saplings or contri- 
buting money, and for one of these officers 
especially, who has contributed Tis. 1,000, 
the memorialist would solicit the bestowak 
of marks of approbation, though he himself 
cero apy recommendation of the 
ind. 

May 3rd.—(Court Circular.) Tho Pre- 
fecture of Shun-t’ien Fu reports the death 
of Li Ch’ao-yi, the Governor. 

(1) Memorial from the Governor of 
Shantung, in reply to a decree calling for 
an answer to certain charges brought for- 
ward by a literary graduate called Yao 
Wén-han, and submitted to the Throne by 
the Court of Censors, in which it is alleged 
that a system of squeezing exists in the 
collection of the grain-tax by means of 
sampling the rice so delivered. The 
question ‘having been referred to the 
Committee forming the provincial Govern- 
ment, and trustworthy agents having been 
deputed to make secret enquiry in every 
part of the province, the Financial Com- 
missioner and Grain Intendant have now 
sent in a report to the following effect. 
There are altogether 69 departments and 
districts in Shantung in which grain-tax 
should be levied. Of these, P’u-chou, 
and the Fan and Shou-chang districts 
need not, for present purposes, be 
taken into consideration, as the grain- 
tax in these places has been entirely 
remitted for more than ten years past, 
owing to the ravages of the Yellow River. 
This leaves only 66 districts to be dealt 
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with. In 1864, during the incumbency of 
the Governor Yén Ching-ming, it was 
arranged that the rate at which payments 
should be made in commutation of grain 
tribute should be fixed at 6,000 small cash 
the picul, which was to include all weigh- 
ing fees, transport fees, and other items of 
a similar nature. The convenience of the 
commutative system being appreciated by 
the people, payments have been made in 
money and not in kind in almost every 
district. In one or two districts part pay- 
ment is made in kind and part in money, 
but it is left entirely to the option of 
the people to adopt either system. In the 
case of payments in kind, as there is a 
great variety in the quality of the rice, it 
is the custom of the authorities to call 
upon those paying in grain to show a small 
quantity in a dish as a sample. If the 
kernels of the sample are dry, round and 
clean, it is returned into the measure and 
accepted as, rice of the proper standard of 
quality. ‘The charge of demanding double 
the proper quantity is equally devoid of 
truth. The suggestion of the graduate, 
that the people should be allowed to com- 
mute their grain-tax by a money payment 
based on the market rates of silver and 
tice, being precisely the plan that is 
adopted, requires no further notice. 
lescript :—It is noted. 

May 4th.—(1) Postscript memorial from 
Li Han-chang, announcing the despatch of 
a remittance of Tis. 10,000, being the first 
instalment of the contribution due to the 
Office of the Imperial Household from the 
dekin reyenue on salt for the year 1881. 

(2) The Governor-General at Canton 
reports the despatch of the first instalment 
of the quota of salt revenue due to Peking 
for tho present year. At the close of last 
year the Board of Revenue, in presenting 
their estimates, announced that the 
subsidy they proposed to demand from 
the various provinces for the present 
year was Tls. 7,000,000, to be raised on 
land, salt, and Customs duties. A decree 
was issued sanctioning this proposal, and 
in the returns appended to their memorial, 
the salt revenue of Kuangtung was 
charged with a payment of Tls. 200,000 
in addition to a sum of Ts. 50,000, divi- 
devnds on Imperial moneys placed out at 
interest. The following sums have now 
been remitted as a first instalment :— 


Due from the year 1879. Tis, 
From the salt revenue subsidy for 
Peking <2 oo ccseiseiscciecacsstacecsosess0 10,000 
Scale allowance and maintenance 
MONEY ON ADOVE .......ceeeeeeeee ee 1,500 
For the Imperial Household ......... 20,00U 
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Scale and porterage allowance on 
above...... soessesceasacsees daneesevoesss 
Due for the present year. 
Subsidy for Peking (sent in specie) 40,900 
Do. do. (sent in bills) 41,260 
May 5th.—(1) The following appoint- 
ments and transfers are announced: Liu 


Ao Bi TE), Taotai of T’aiwan, with 
brevet rank of Provincial Judge. 

Lu Fu-lin, late Prefect of Lien-chou Fu, 
to be Judge of Szechuen. 

Ts’én Yii-ying, Governor of Kueichow, 
to be Governor of Fuhkien. ’ 

Lo Fang-ch’i, Governor of Fuhkien, to 
be Governor of Kueichow. ‘The latter is 
to await the arrival of Ts’én Yii-ying before 
proceeding to Kueichow, and is exempted 
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from coming to Peking for audienco. . 


Yi Jung, Administrator at Ourga, is 
summoned to Peking for duty in the 
capital; his place to be taken by Hsi 
Ch’ang, his place as Governor of Uliasut’ai 
being taken by Kuei Hsiang. O-erh- 


ch’ing-o (#8 re Bs Sp is appointed 


Assistant Administratur at K’obdo. Yu Po- 


| ch’uan GA J 1D) is appointed Governor 


of the metropolitan Prefecture. 


(2) Memorial from the Grand Secretary 
Li Hung-chang and his colleagues, in 
answer to the Imperial decree directing 
the Grand Sccretariat and the nine chief 
Ministries of Stato to considera posthumous 
title for the Senior Empress Dowager. The 
memorialists humbly reflect that Her late 
Majesty was possessed of virtues that were 
a fitting match for Heaven (i.e. Her late 
Lord, the Son of Heaven), and Her deeds 
were in unison with the Earth [she symbol- 
ised]. For five-and-forty years She enjoyed 
to the full happiness and length of life. 
For twenty of these years She received the 
filial devotion and ministering care [that 
was Her due], the nine Kingdoms and ten 
thousand States uniting in one common 
bond to give Her pleasure, by reason of 
the reverence they bore Her, one and all. 
People from the remotest extremities and 
boundaries of the Empire came to pay Her 
tribute, giving Her a lasting source of 
pleasure. When the fame of the Imperial 
arms was raised upon the frontier, repeated 
titles in commemoration of victories gained 
were bestowed upon Her by Her Lord. 
Her praiscs were sung throughout the 
length and breadth of the land, and favours 
were distributed by Her, time upon time. 
The perfection of Her moral qualities 
cannot be given expression to, and the 
dutcrmination of a posthumous title is a 
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task that is beyond the courage of the 
memorialists to undertake. So brilliant a 
name and so vast and luxuriant a reputa- 
tion can only be fitly done honour to by 
the Sacred Lord Himself. The memo- 
rialists therefore reverently submit a list of 
characters they have drawn up, from which 
they beg him to make personal selection. 
They would add that in the 42nd year of 
Ch’ien Lung, when a title was reverently 
allotted to the mother of the Emperor, 
a decree was received ordering the Grand 
Secretariat to consider which of the titles 
the Empress Mother enjoyed in Her life- 
time could be omitted, and what characters 
should be added. The Grand Secretariat 
suggested that of the eighteen characters 
forming the title of the Empress Mother 
during Her life-time, six should be retained ; 
that to these six four be added, with two 
characters to commence the title. In the 
case of the Empress Mother of Tao Kuang, 
again, out of twelve characters six were 
retained, and four added. They would 
suggest that out of the ten characters 
forming the title of the late Empress 
Dowager, six be retained, and four added. 
—For decree, see Gazettes of 13th and 19th 
April. ‘ 

May 6th.—(1) Liu Chin-t’ang, Controller 
of the military forces in the New Dominion, 
memorialises the Throne on a case of 
suspected treasonable practices. At the 
close of last year, Shé Lan-kuei, a 
Colonel in the Chinese army, and Kan 
T’ai-shu, Magistrate of the Lui-lai district, 

. reported that they had received informa- 
tion that a certain Li Fu-kuei, a Lieut.- 
Colonel, had been engaging recruits 
without authority, and in other ways 
offending against the law. On a search 
of his quarters being instituted, very 
suspicious circumstances were brought to 
light, and Li Fu-kuei was put under instant 
arrest. This report was supplemented a 
week later by another from the same officers 
to the effect that a woollen overcoat belong- 
ing to Li Fu-kuei had been seized, and a 
thick seam of white cotton discovered on 
the inside lining under which there seemed 
to be something concealed. This some- 
thing proved to be two letters addressed to 
the rebel chief Pai Yen-hu, one bearing 
signature of a Ma Ju-hu, and the other of 
Ch’ao Chéng-lung. The substance of the 
two letters was that ‘“‘ brother” Li Fu-kuei 
was an able agent, and had enlisted several 
hundred men, which the writers beggé@ to 
place at the disposal of the chief. A 
certain Ma Chin-tzu, the letters went on 
to say, was on his way, and all particulars 
could be learnt from him. Some days 
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subsequent to the arrest of Li Fu-kuei, 
his younger brother, Li Fu-té, arrived at 
Lui-lai from Turfan with ten mounted 
volunteers whom he had enlisted. The 
Magistrate had that day started on public 
business ‘for the departmental town, but 
LiFu-té, with several of his braves, mounted 
and armed, overtook him at Lé-t’u-yi and 
attempted to overawe him by threats 
of violence. Happily, Li Fu-té had been 
followed by some troops commanded by 
Shé Lan-kuei, under whose escort the 
Magistrate returned to Lui-lai. Next day 
Li Fu-té was arrested, and his followers 
dispersed. Li Fu-kuei, too, whose disaffec- 
tion was now placed beyond a doubt by the 
evidence of the letters brought to light, 
was put under strict confinement by the 
Magistrate, who, with the Colonel, was 
now writing for instructions how to act. 
Memorialist, on perusing this despatch, 
gave orders for the prisoners and witnesses, 
together with the whole of the papers 
relating to the case, to be forwarded to his 
camp. The evidence there elicited proved 
to be very conflicting, upon which Shé Lan- 
kuei and Kan T’ai-shu were at once ordered 
to Hami, where the whole case was carefully 
re-heard. At this trial Li Fu-kuei deposed : 
—‘Thave risen by regular promotion to my 
present rank, and I hold the distinction of 
the Baturn. In the summer of 1878 I 
obtained leave of absence, and supported 
myself by farming in the district of Ch’ang- 
chi. In enlisting braves I was acting under 
the instructions of Liu Wen-ho, General- 
in-Chief. In the autumn of last year I 
received orders, with which I at once 
complied, to make no more enlistments. 
First, however, I sent fourteen recruits Thad 
already engaged to Tarbayatai and ordered 
my brother by letter to desist from further 
recruiting. The reason why I did not 
disband my recruits was that in that case I 
should have had nothing to show for the 
public money I had already expended on 
their maintenance. On my arrival at Lui- 
lai, a soldier to whom I had refused leave 
of absence and another whom [had punished 
for the theft of a gun, laid a plot to 
incriminate me at the district Magistracy, 
whereupon I and the recruits were arrested. 
The overcoat produced belongs to one of 
the latter, but I am quite ignorant when it 
was brought to the yamén, and that it 
contained letters. It was not opened in my 
presence, and no questions were put to me 
in Court concerning it. The first intimation 
I received of such a discovery was two 
months later. As to the names mentioned 
in ae letters, I have never even hoard of 
Buch. 
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Li Fu-té deposed.—‘I have risen by 
routine promotion to the rank of lieutenant. 
In the autumn of 1879, I was instructed by 
the Commander-in-Ohief to engage recruits, 
and subsequently I was ordered by letter 
from my brother to desist. I started with 
eighteen recruits from Turfan, and on 
arriving at Lui-lai I heard that my brother 
was in custody there. The Magistrate had 
started for the departmental town, and 
believing he had acted under a misappre- 
hension in imprisoning my brother, I 
detached six recruits to overtake him and 
beg him to turn back and examine our 
papers. Next day my inn was surrounded, 
myself arrested, and my effects stolen. I 
do not know to whom the overcoat belongs, 
nor do I know the persons mentioned in 
the letters produced. 

Tung Yung-ho deposed that the over- 
coat in question was certainly his; he 
had worn it several years, and had never 
concealed a letter in it; how the letters 

roduced came there, he had no means of 
owing. 

The recruits to a man deposed that they 
had never heard any hints of a correspond- 
ence between Li Fu-kuei or his brother 
and the rebels, and the original informants 
atated that they had lodged their complaint 
against Li Fu-kuei because he had refused 
leave of absence to one of them, and had 
beaten the other for the theft of a gun 
which he himself had mislaid. 

A servant of the District Magistrate 
deposed to having been sent to the inn to 
search, and that he found there a pocket- 
book and overcoat. The book was opened 
in Court, but not the overcoat, which last 
he saw put away safely in his master’s 
bedroom. This concluded the examination. 

Memorialist begged to submit the follow- 
ing observations on the case. To his mind 
it bears many marks of being a trumped- 
up accusation made to subserve the 
private purposes of some persons unknown. 
To begin with, the two letters showed 
signs of having been written by the 
same hand, and their contents showed 
that Li Fu-kuei was but slightly known 
to the rebels. Now what motive could 
he have in wishing to join them? 
and even if he had one, it is hardly 
conceivable that he could have prevailed 
on a handful of recruits to attempt to force 
their way across thefrontier. Both letters 
were written in the Chinese character : at 
the end of one certainly there were three 
marks supposed at first to be Mahomedan 
letters, but which on examination proved 
to be hieroglyphics belonging to no lan- 
guage. Once more, if the writers were so 
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intimate with the rebel chief as their 
letters seem to imply, how comes it that 
they are not even known by name to any 
one on the northern frontier? However, 
the case involves the all-important question 
of treason, and must be thoroughly investi- 
gated. As a preliminary step, memorial- 
ist begs that the Colonel and the District 
Magistrate, and all other officials concerned 
in the case may, to facilitate the investiga: - 
tion, be deprived of their rank and placed 
upon their trial.—Granted by Rescript. 

May 7th.—({1) A decree. The Board of 
Ceremonies requests that a Commissioner 
and Deputy Commissioner may be appointed 
to convey the Testamentary Proclamation 
of Her late Majesty the Senior Empress 
Dowager to Corea. Let O-lo-ho-pu be 
sent as First Commissioner and Hsi Chén 
as Deputy Commissioner reverently to 
convey the Testamentary Proclamation of 
Her late Majesty to Corea. 

(2) The Governor-General of Yiinnan 
and Kueichow and the Governor of 
Yiinnan report the death of a weiyuan 
by his own hand under the following 
circumstances : Li Ching-shin, a native of 
Hua-yang Hsien in Szechuen, having 
purchased the rank of sub-Prefect, was 
appointed as a probationer in Yiinnan. 
He had as his servants two men called 
respectively Tséng T’ai and Tung Wén. 
Lung Tien-k’un was the son of a Lieutenant 
in charge of the Kao Wu barrier, and an 
hereditary chieftain of a native tribe. Lung 
Tien-k’un, being a child at the death of his 
father, did not assume the title, the duties 
of his father’s post being administered for - 
her son by his mother, assisted by Li Chin, 
a servant, and others. In the summer of 
1878, some individuals having created a 
disturbance in a stockade under the control 
of the young chieftain, his mother sent to 
have them arrested, but they escaped, and 
a charge was brought against Lung Tien- 
k’un at the yamén of the Méng-tzii Magis- 
trate by some of the other residents of 
the place, of having caused their housed 
to be burnt. The charge having been 
reported to the Governor, the case was 
ordered to be tried at the provincial 
capital, Li Ching-hsin being sent to the 
place to make enquiries and bring back 
the parties interested. He reached the 
district town in July, 1879, and after 
waiting there some weeks, went on to the 
scene of the alleged outrage. On arrival 
at the barrier known as Kao Wu Chia, 
there being no inn for him to sleep in, 
Li Ching-hsin took up his lodging in the 
yamén of Lung Tien-k’un, whose mother, 
fearing that she would get into trouble 
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by reason of the long delay in the 
settlement of the case at Ch’en Kuan- 
sai, begged Li Ching-hsin to stand her 
friend, promising him Tls. 300 upon the 
settlement of the case. Li Ching-hsin 
promised to use his influence on her 
behalf, but gave only a verbal assurance 
to that effect. The widow then gave 
him, through his servants, the sum of 
Tis. 100, with an extra Tis. 10 for the 
servants themselves. The runners of the 
Magistrate were told of the receipt of the 
bribe by Li Ching-hsin’s servants. A few 
days after, Li Ching-hsin returned to the 
district town, where he fell ill, and was 
an invalid for several months. Mean- 
while the story of his having been bribed 
by the chieftain’s widow got noised abroad 
by the Magistrate’s runners, and eventually 
came to the ears of the Prefect, who 
reported him to the Governor. Li Ching- 
hsin, who was still unwell, was much 
concerned at this intelligence, and set off 
in his invalid condition for the provincial 
capital before the reply of the Governor 
was received to the Prefect’s report. Soon 
after arrival at the capital he cut his throat, 
and was found dead in his bed. The 
memorialists then proceed to sum up the 
case, ayainst Li Ching-hsin, and, after 
quoting the law on the subject, shows what 
penalty he would have received had he not 
cut his throat. As he has anticipated his 
punishment by putting an end to himself, 
they conclude that there is no further need 
to consider his case. Minor penalties are 
inflicted upon the other persons implicated 
' in this case. 

May 8th.—(1) The Governor-General of 
Szechuen memorialises that he has received 
the following report from the Taotai of the 
Chien Ch’ang circuit, the Prefect of Ya- 
chou Fu, and the Magistrate of Ya-an 
Haien, in that province :—On the night of 
the 15th of the 1st moon it is the custom of 
the people of Ya-chou Fu to erect sheds in 
which lamps are suspended in observance of 
the festival of the Shang-yuan Chieh (or 
feast of lanterns.) The Taotai and other 
authorities of the city had previously issued 
proclamations warning the people to be 
careful against fire, and on the night in 
question they patrolled the streets to 
prevent accidents and maintain order. By 
the third watch of the night all the lamps 
were extinguished and the streets were 
quiet, but at 2 a.m. on the following 
morning, fire was suddenly seen to break 
out ina mule inn in the south-west of the 
town. The Taotai at once hurried to the 
spot, accompanied by the civil and military 
authorities; when they learned that the 
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fire had been caused by the negligence of 
some people smoking water-pipes in an 
upper room, who had inadvertently blown 
the lighted ash of the tobacco on to a heap 
of straw, which ignited and set fire to 
the building. Their firat step was to 
arrest the person who caused the fire, 
and the soldiery, with numbers of 
men hired for the occasion, were then set 
to work to extinguish the flames. They 
proved too much, however, for human 
effort to master. Directly the fire had 
been got under at one point it broke out 
in another, and it was not until 9 a.m. of 
the following morning that it was extin- 
guished. Fortunately not a single life was 
lost, nor were any of the gaols or public 
offices destroyed ; but three hundred and 
eighty-one families were rendered homeless. 
The aged, women, and children were at once 
lodged in the different temples,and mat-sheds 
were erected for housing the hardier folks. 
A subscription of three hundred strings of 
cash was promptly raised and distributed 
amongst the sufferers, 379 piculs of grain 
being also drawn from the public granary 
for their relief. A subsequent subscrip- 
tion of 1,000 strings of cash was then 
collected and applied to the same purpose. 
The memorialist, in submitting this report, 
regrets that the damage caused by the 
fire has been considerable, for it attacked a 
busy street lined with shops, and spread 
with such rapidity that the shopkeepers 
had no time to remove their goods. Half 
the valuable property of the town has 
been lost, and the condition of the people 
is most pitiable. He has drawn upon 
the lekin fund to the amount of Tls. 1,200, 
which has been sent to the authorities for 
distribution amongst the sufferers, and he 
is happy to be able to report that they are 
behaving very quietly. He would finally 
intercede with His Majesty on behalf of the 
Taotai and authorities uf the place, who can- 
not be accused of want of energy in their 
efforts to put out the fire. The town being 
unprovided with fire-engines, which, in 
consequence of the small quantity of rain 
that falls there, have not been considered 
necessary hitherto, they had no appliances 
ready to hand.—Rescript: Let the local 
authorities be at once directed to make 
due arrangements for the comfort of the 
sufferers. The authorities responsible will 
be absolved from the infliction of penalties. 

May 9th.—(Court Circular.) The Grand 
Secretary Li Hung-chang had audience of 
leave. 

No documents of importance. 

May 10th.—(1) Yi Chén, Junior Vice- 
President of the Board of Revenue, is 
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pounes to retire on the ground of ill- 
ealth. 

(2) Memorial from Wu Yuan-ping, 
Governor of Kiangsu, requesting the 
bestowal of marks of distinction, posthu- 
mous or otherwise, upon six widows, all 
related to each other, who preserved their 
chastity during periods of widowhood 
varying from nineteen to forty-nine years. 
Granted by Rescript. 

(3) Memorial from Ting Pao-chén, 
requesting the bestowal of rewards upon 
various officers connected with the for- 
warding of supplies of salt to Yiinnan and 
Kueichow during the three years ended at 
the close of 1880. During this time they 
disposed of 169,202 licenses, representing 
a revenue of Tis. 3,507,400. 

@) The same officer also specially requests 
the bestowal of three grades of commuta- 
tive rank upon T’ang Chiung, head of the 
Salt Department, the Financial Commis- 
sioner Ch’éng Yii, and the Salt Intendant 
Sung Fan, as @ reward for their exertions 
during the same period. 

May 11th.—{1) The following transfers 
and appointments are announced. Vice- 
President, Board of Revenue, Sun Yi-ching; 


(FRA Senior Vice-President, Board 


of Punishments, Hsiieh Yiin-shéng ; ( 


RF Junior Vice-President of the same 
Board, Hsia Chia-hao (Minister of the 
Tsung-li Yamén.) , 

(2) Memorial from Ming An, Governor of 
Kirin, and his colleague Yii-liang, reporting 
the imposition of a new tax in that pro- 
vince, in order to meet the expenditure 
entailed by the creation of fresh territorial 
posts. As earlier reported to His Majesty, 
the memorialists had thought it advis- 
able, in view of the prevalence of 
brigandage, and the sparsity of officials 
distributed over a vast region peopled by 
immigrants from all quarters, to create 
additional posts and define the limits of 
the jurisdiction ascribed to each additional 
officer so appointed. The creation of 
these new posts, with the construction of 
yaméns, walled towns, and other necessary 
accompaniments of the change, involved 
expenditure which the funds at memorial- 
ists’ command were insufficient to 
meet, while they were precluded from 
applying for special grants in aid of the 
new scheme. They had to turn therefore 
to the natural resources of the country 
for aid, and, as earlier reported, one of 
the means by which they proposed to 
raise the required funds was the institu- 
tion of a system of compulsory measure- 
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ment for all sales of grain. Under this 
system all grain sold would be measured 
by officially authenticated measures, and 
a tax of so many cash per measure of 
ten pints would be levied from the seller or 
purchaser of the grain, as the case might be. 
Hitherto, the measures used at the various 
markets have been fixed at a private or 
unauthorised standard, and though in a 
few instances applications have been made 
forthe measurement of sales by Government 
standard, they have been so few in number 
as to bring in a revenue of no appreciable 
amount. Officers having been despatched 
to different parts of the province to enquire 
into the feasibility of this scheme, they have 
now sent in reports to the effect that they 
have, in concert with the various territorial 
authorities, summoned the principal grain 
dealers and corn factors, and made them 
produce their books for the past three 
years, from which they have been able to 
form an estimate of the amount of taxation 
that their sales should bear. With the 
exception of Sun-hsing and Hun-ch’un, 
two outlying and impoverished towns on 
the extreme frontier, the dealers in all the 
other places have expressed their willing- 
ness to submit to a tax per tou (or 
measure of ten pints) on all sales of grain. 
The tax, in point of fact, is merely the 
transfer of a measuring fee hitherto paid 
to private individuals to the Government ; 
so that while no additional burden is 
imposed upon the people, the public 
revenue is increased. The State, in short, 
is the gainer and the people are in 
no way losers, while they recognise 
the ‘‘law of superior and_ inferior,” 
which is like the relation of the wind to 
the grass; ‘‘the latter must bend when 
the wind blows upon it.” The rates fixed 
npon are as follows :— 


Markets of Ist, 3nd. 8rd. order, 
cash, cash, cash, 
Coarse grain, pertou 10 8 
Finer grain........ ww. 20 12 6 
Wheat ..........cecceeee 30 16 10 


It is estimated that this tax will yield an 
annual revenue of 120,000 strings of cash 
and upwards.—Rescript : Let the Board 
of Revenue take note. 

May 12th.—(1) Memorial from Ching 
Shou, hereditary Duke, husband of an 
Imperial Princess, and Controller of the 
Imperial Parks and Hunting Grounds. The 
chief Secretary in the charge of the Nan 
Yuan or Imperial Hunting Park to the 
south of Peking, reports that on the 12th 
of last month, while patrolling the park 
with a captain and a company of soldiers, 
he noticed some ten or more bad 
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characters from outside, armed with guns 
and other weapons, trespassing in pursuit 
of game. He went up to them to arrest 
them, when Yang Erh-hai, alias Yang 
Hung-hsiu, one of the gang, fired his piece 
and struck the chief Secretary in the ribs, 
wounding another officer as well. A 
rush was immediately made on the poachers, 
and Yang Erh-hai and another man were 
taken prisoners. The memorialist com- 
ments severely on the audacity of these 
hers, who have dared to invade the 
Teperial grounds, and he prays that orders 
may be given for the two prisoners to 
be handed over to the Board of Punish- 
ments to be dealt with in the most rigorous 
manner ; also that steps may be taken for 
the arrest of the thirty-five confederates 
whose names have been given up by them. 
—For decree see Gazette of 27th April. 

(2) The Governor of Kiangsu reports the 
despatch of the third and last instalment 
by sea of the tribute rice due this year to 
Peking. 88,255 piculs, exclusive of waste 
allowance and other items, have been 
shipped in 43 junks, and 310,000 piculs 
“have been shipped by steamers of the 
**China Merchants’ ” Company. 

May 13th.—(1) Mei Ch’i-chao, ex- 
Governor of Chékiang, is appointed Vice- 
President of the Board of Revenue. 

(2) The Governor-General of Min-chéh 
and the Governor of Chékiang report the 
despatch of a weiyuan with remittances 
on account of the subsidy due to Peking 
for the present year. The Board of 
Revenue has assessed the province of 
Fuhkien for the year 1881 as follows :— 
Duty on tea, for the Imperial Ts, 

Household ...........cscccsessssegecesee 50,000 
Monthly contribution to Oonsoli- 


dated Fund ([i] 4x)at Tis. 5,000...60,000 


Lekin on opium ...... andnddcecsesenness 50,000 
Frequent representations have been made to 
His Majesty as to the provincial exchequer, 
and the outlook for the present year 
is far from encouraging. The spring crop 
of tea has not been a full one, and the 
prospects for the rice harvest yive cause 
for great anxiety. Subsidies to the capital, 
however, have none the less to be paid at 
due date, and by dint of great efforts the 
Financial Commissioner and other officers 
concerned have succeeded in making up 
the following amounts :— ms 


For the Imperial Household ......... 10,000 
Contributions for first and second 

moon to Consolidated Fund...... 10,000 
Lekin on opium,..........ccceccessesceeee 10,000 





(8) Li Han-chang, Governor-General of 
the Hu Kuang provinces, reports the 
despatch of a weiyuan to Peking with Tis. 
10,000, being the first instalment of the 
oy due for this year from the lekin on 

t. 

May 14th.—(1) Postscript memorial from 
Pao T’ing. Upon every occasion that His 
Majesty visits the Kuan-té Tien to do 
worship before the remains of Her late 
Majesty, the Hall, which is already 
occupied by no small number of officials, 
is further invaded by a host of servants 
and riff-raff who crowd into the room in 
order to obtain a sight of the Heavenly 
Person. Such proceedings, to say the 
least of it, are far from seemly, and the 
memorialist would suggest that in future, 
when His Majesty intends to visit the 
Kuan-té Tien in person, the doors should 
not be opened before His arrival, and 
that admittance should be given only 
to those officers whose duties demand their 
presence in the Hall previous to His 
Majesty's arrival. All other officials should 
be called upon ‘to wait outside the doors 
until His Majesty has entered, and then 
be allowed entry only by the eastern 
gate. They should leave immediately 
after the worship is at an end, and no 
attendants should be allowed inside the 
building.—For decree see Gazette of 
29th April. 

(2) Postscript memorial from the Gover- 
nor of Kuangsi, reporting further on the 
case of the manslaughter of a titular official 
by yamén underlings who kicked him in 
the side, and requesting the dismisaal of 
the Magistrate who permitted this brutality 
on the part of his subordinates. The 
occasion of the assault in question arose 
from the impounding of a junk required 
for public use that had already been 
chartered by one Féng Tsu-ch’i. A quarrel 
arose between the runners of the Magistrate 
and the boatman in consequence of his 
refusal to obey the call to place his boat at 
the disposal of the Magistrate. Féng Tau- 
ch’i, the alleged charterer of the boat, 
having come forward to remonstrate 
with the runners when they proceeded to 
smash the crockery and furniture of an 
inn belonging to him, the Magistrate sent 
for Féng Tsu-ch’i to the yamén, and 
rebuked him for his conduct in interfering 
with the runners. Féng Tsu-ch’i argued 
the point with the Magistrate, who struck 
the table with his fist, and commenced to 
abuse Féng Tsu-ch’i in strong language. 
The latter retaliated, whereupon the 
runners, with the sanction of the Magistrate, 
closed the outer doors of the Court room 
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and tried to force Féng on his knees in 
front of the Magistrate. Féng objected 
to being compelled to adopt this attitude, 
which was that of a person charged with 
crime, of which he was guiltless, and 
struggled to free himself. The Magistrate 
then ordered him to be put in irons. Féng 
struggled violently against the indignity, 
and in his struggles kicked over the table at 
which the istrate sat, whereupon the 
Magistrate lifted his foot and kicked Féng 
in the stomach with such force that he 
died shortly afterwards. The memorialist 
has now to pray that the Magistrate, whose 
name is Ma Féng-chu, may be cashiered 
and placed _on his trial for homicide. 
Rescript :—It is noted. 

May 15th.—(1) Ch’ung Huan (2298) is 
appointed Commandant of the Forces at 
Guchén, with brevet rank of Deputy Lieu- 
tenant General. 


(2) Sun Yi-ching ($R39 EE) is appointed 
Literary Chancellor of the metropolitan 
Prefecture. 

(3) Ting Pao-chén, Acting Governor- 
General of Szechuen, has been confirmed 
in the appointment. 

(4) A decree expressing the Imperial 
regrets at the death of Ch’ing En, Prince 
of Shun Ch’éng, one of the eight Princes to 
whom the right of perpetual inheritance 
is secured. 

(5) The Governor of Kuangsi reports 
that the Annamese Mission entered the 
confines of that province on the 11th of 
March, and were escorted through Kuangsi 
from stage to stage by officers told off for 
the purpose to the Hunan frontier, which 
they reached on the 27th of March. 

(6) Postscript memorial from Ku-ni- 
yin-pu. The memorialist has an only son, 
Jui-féng by name, who is an expectant 
chief secretary in the Board of Civil 
Office. Jui-féng has likewise an only son, 
twenty-one years of age, who is learning 
the duties of writer in the Board of Works. 
Last autumn, the memorialist’s grand- 
son obtained leave from his Board to 
visit his native place in order to see 
to the repair of the family tombs, and 
his leave has now expired. Memorialist 
is just now much occupied in the 
reorganisation of the troops under his com- 
mand and in the carrying out of arrange- 
ments for coast defence, which absorb all 
his attention, tothe exclusion of hisdomestic 
affairs. He ventures therefore humbly to 

ray His Majesty to allow him to retain 
bis grandson to aid him in the superinten- 
dence of domestic matters. He will be 
able at the same time to avail himself of 
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the opportunity to pursue his studies in 
Manchu, and exercise himself in riding 
and archery with a view to qualifying for 
service hereafter.—Granted by Rescript. 

May 16th.—No documents of importance. 

May 17th. —(1) Postscript memorial 
from Hsi Yuan, Tartar General at Nan- 
king. The memorialist is in receipt of a 
report from Ohi Ch’ung, a Colonel of the 
Bordered Yellow Banner Corps and officer 
in charge of the Secretary’s department, to 
the effect that in the Ist year of Hsien 
Féng, (1860), the Manchu population quar- 
tered in Nanking amounted to upwards of 
28,000 men, but after the loss of the city 
during the rebellion and its subsequent 
recapture, the number did not exceed 
three hundred and a few score. At 
the close of the year 1866, the names 
of 16,139 Manchus, who had been killed 
in action or committed suicide, were 
submitted to His Majesty, and upon all 
of them posthumous marks of compassion 
were bestowed. A further census of deaths 
caused by the rebellion was again taken in 
1873, when 6,970 names more were sub- 
mitted for the bestowal of posthumous 
marks of compassion. As, however, this 
list did not indicate the family names of 
these individuals, or the amount of rations 
each person was drawing, further returns 
on this head were called for. The Secretary 
regrets to state that as all the records 
were lost when the city fell into the rebel 
hands, it is impossible to furnish the 
details required. Indeed, the list of names 
has been compiled with extreme diffi- 
culty, the particulars having been furnished 
from memory by some of the older 
members of the corps who have survived 
the troubles. There are still over 5,000 
individuals, men, women and children, to 
be accounted for, but as in their case the 
whole family have disappeared it has been 
impossible to gather the requisite informa- 
tion, with the result that their souls have 
been without the comfort of sacrificial 
ministrations for all these years past. 
Under these circumatances the memorialist 
would pray that the particulars demanded 
may not be insisted upon, and that per- 
mission may be given for the erection of a 
temple in Nanking in'which sacrifice may 
be offered twice a year to the spirits of the 
5,000 persons about whom no particulars 
at all can be ascerlained.—Granted by 
Rescript. 

(2) Postscript memorial from the same 
officer. By old regulation there were 
eight colonels attached to the Banner 
Force stationed at Nanking, one colonel 
to each Banner, which consisted of one 
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division and five cha la or companies. 
There were also forty tso ling or majors, 
eight of whom performed the double duty 
of colonel and major, and forty captains 
and lieutenants respectively. In times of 
peace the Manchu garrison at Nanking 
numbered over 28,000 men, but after the 
rebellion, only some three hundred and a 
few score of Bannermen returned when the 
city was recaptured, and these were formed 
into number one companies, one to each 
Banner. At that time there were only two 
colonels, between whom the command of 
these eight sub-divisions was divided. In 
the years 1872 and 1876 drafts from the 
Manchu garrison at Ching-chow, in Hupeh, 
were sent to Nanking, and formed into 
companies numbers two and three to each 
Banner respectively. Two colonels came 
with these drafts and they were placed in 
command of the newly-formed companies. 
The memorialist has now to report that 
there are altogether six colonels in Nan- 
king. The Blue and Bordered Blue Corps 
are short two colonels, and as these corps 
have now three cha la, or companies, they 
possess three-fifths of their proper numerical 
strength. He would, therefore, solicit 
permission to attach these colonels to the 
two corps in question, and as the system 
of placing one colonel in command of 
three reduced corps is not found expedient, 
he would beg His Majesty’s sanction to 
the appointment of one colonel to each 
corps, as used to be the rule. This will 
require two more colonels, there being, as 
reported, already six, and he proposes to 
select two officers for the time being to 
act as colonels, substantive appointments 
being made as soon as companies four and 
five can be raised. Rescript.—It is noted. 

May 18th.—(1) Memorial from T’an 
Chung-lin, Governor of Chékiang. The port 
of Wénchow in Chékiang was opened to 
foreign trade in the year 1877, and on the 
recommendation of the Tsung-li Yamén, 
the Taotai in charge of the circuit was 
entrusted with the management of the 
collection of the Customs duties, a special 
seal being issued to him in his capacity 
of Superintendent of Customs. Deputies 
were also appointed to take charge of 
barriers erected for the purpose of prevent- 
ing samugyling. The organisation thus 
established, being a novel one, required to 
be carried out with strict exactitude ; 
while, as the people of the place were 
unaccustomed to the sight of foreigners, 
particular care had to be exercised, 
for a slight relaxation of cautiousness 
might easily have provoked a feeling of 
distrust or hostility towards the latter on 
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the part of the natives. Thanks to the 
constant watchfulness and tact of the 
Superintendent and hisstaff, perfect friendli- 
ness and quietude were maintained, and, 
although the revenue collected by them 
cannot be considered a particularly large 
one, it has shown a steady increase since 
the opening of the port. The Superinten- 
dent and his staff, moreover, have for 
several years never once relaxed their 
watchfulness, and have not been guilty of 
the slightest mistake. Their careful atten- 
tion to the performance of their public duties 
is not without merit of a slight degree, 
and as it is the custom af the ports of 
Shanghai, Hankow, I-ch’ang, &c., to recom- 
mend the most deserving officers once 
every three yeara for the bestowal of marks 
of approbation, the memorialiat ventures. 
similarly to submit a list of names drawn 
up for him by Wén Chung-han, Customs 
Taotai at Wénchow.—Rescript. Let the 
distinctions suggested be granted. The 
Board concerned will take note. 


(2) In a postscript memorial the same 
officer specially recommends to His 
Majesty's notice the services of Wén 
Ohung-han, Taotai at Wénchow, for his 
services in connection with the manage- 
ment of Customs and international matters 
at Wénchow. He suggests the bestowal 
upon this officer of a button of the second 
grade as a reward for his exertions.— 
Granted by Resoript. 

(3) The Governor of Chékiang reports the 
despatch of Tls. 50,000 to Peking, being 
the second instalment of the land-tax 
(Tls. 350,000) due to the capital for the 
present year. ; 

(4) The Governor of Shantung reports 
that the Acting Judge has been deputed 
by him to ascend the mountain T’ai Shan 
to offer the incense that according to 
annual custom has been sent by His 
Majesty for that purpose. It is properly 
the duty of the Governor to perform this 
service, but he is on sick leave, and the 
Financial Commissioner is particularly 
busy; the Acting Judge has been deputed 
to undertake the mission. 

(5) The Governor of Shantung recalls to 
His Majesty’s notice an application he 
made, on the occasion of the rendezvous 
for exercise of the steam fleet at Woosung, 
for permission to purchase a proper 
armament for the steam vessel 7’ai An, 
built at Foochow, and stationed in the 
Shantung waters. As earlier reported, an 
ofticer from the Maritime Customs at 
Chefoo was sent to Shanghai to purchase 
the following guns :— 
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One 80-pounder rifled breech-loading 
steel gun for the bows. 

Four 40-pounder rifled breech-loading 
steel and broadside guns for throwing shell. 

Two American iron rifled guns. 

1,520 shot and shell. 

Total cost, Tls. 27,400. 
‘Of this sum Ts. 27,000 was in hand, leaving 
a balance of Tis. 400, and on application 
to the Board of Revenue, sanction was 
given for the drawing of this sum from the 
native Customs duties, the source from 
whence the other portion had been derived. 
The memorialist now begs to submit a 
‘clear statement of the account, in combina- 
tion with the Governor-General Li Hung- 
chang. 


May 19th.—(1) Memorial from Oh’éng 
Tuan, Hereditary Marquis of the Ming 
line of Emperors. The memorialist having 
been honoured by the bestuwal of the title 
of Marquis that he might duly perform 
the spring and autumn sacrifices to the 
Emperors of the Ming line, of which he is a 
descendant, repaired as usual last autumn 
to the tombs of the Ming to offer sacrifice. 
At the conclusion of his sacrifices before 
each tomb, he observed that the land on 
either side of the great road was cultivated 
right up to the walls of the tombs them- 
selves. Having brouvht this matter to the 
notice of His Majesty, a decree was issued 
ordering enquiry to be instituted. On 
again visiting the tombs this spring, the 
memorialist observed that trees had been 
cut down in front of some of the tombs, 
there being in some places as many as fifty 
stumps of trees that had been sawn off, 
apparently with the intention of breaking up 
the ground for cultivation. The memorialist 
finds the following Order recorded on 
the stone tablet there erected :-— 


‘On the 17th day of the 11th moon of the 
16th year of the Emperor Sliuu Chih (1660) 
an Imperial decree was issued to this 
effect :—‘ The Board of Works bring to Oar 
notice the necessity of preserving with 
strict care the resting-place of the souls of 
the rulers of the late dynasty. Durin 
Our recent journey to the north Our ro 
lay through Ch’ang-p’ing, and We observed 
that the buildings and walls enclosing the 
tombs of the Emperors of the Ming were 
in a state of great delapidation, while most 
of the trees in the neighbourhood of the 
tombs had been cut down. This shows a 
want of thoroughness in the maintenance 
and preservation of these tombs that is far 
from what it should have been. You, the 
Board, will repair all the delapidations, 
issue a perpetual prohibition against 
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damaging the timber that at present stands ; 


| you will also put on more keepers, and 


make them maintain a careful watch. The 
authorities at Ch’ang-p’ing will make con- 
stant inspections; and you, the Board, 
will send an officer once or twice a year, as 
may seem to you advisable, to inspect 
the tombs. No laxity will be tolerated. 
A special decree.’” It thus appears that 
the local authorities are under an obligation 
to look after the Ming tombs, and yet the 
trees are allowed to be cut down and the 
ground broken up for cultivation! If the 
memorialist were not to bring these 
facts to His Majesty’s notice, he would 
have no excuse to plead hereafter when 
charged with want of observation. 

(2) The Governor of Hupeh reports the 
despatch of Tls. 20,000 to Peking, being 
the second instalment of the Tls. 100,000 
which is charged on the lekin revenue for 
the year 1881. : 


(3) The same officer reports the despatch 
to Peking of Tls. 30,000, being the second 
instalment of the Tls. 300,000 charged on 
the land-tax in Hupeh for the present year. 

May 20th.—No documents of importance. 

May 21st.—(1) Memorial from EnCh’éng, 
President of the Board of Ceremonies, and 
his colleagues, praying His Majesty to 
appoint a Commissioner and Assistant 
Commissioner to convey the Testamentary 
Proclamation of Her late Majesty the 
Empress Dowager to Corea. On a recent 
application from the Princes and High 
Officers charged with the conduct of the 
Imperial obsequies, made conjointly with 
the memorialist’s, requesting to be informed 
whether the said testamentary Proclamation 
was to be sent to Corea, a Rescript was 
appended directing that this be done. The 
memorialists have now to submit that the 
law on this subject is to the effect that 
when testamentary Proclamations are sent 
to Corea, a list of the names and titles 
of the Chamberlains, Assistant Chamber- 
lains, Grand Secretaries, and Presidents and 
Vice-Presidents of Boards shall be made, 
and that this list shall be submitted to His 
Majesty from which toselecta Commissioner 
and Assistant Commissioner. The list shall 
not contain the names of any Imperial 
clansman. In accordance with this regula- 
tion, the memorialists beg to submit a 
list of names drawn from the officers . 
enumerated, and humbly pray His Majesty 
to select therefrom a High Commissioner 
and Assistant Commissioner who shall 
convey the testamentary Proclamation of 
Her late Majesty to Corea.—For decree 
see Gazette of 7th May. 
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May 22nd.—(Court Circular.) The 
Imperial Board of Astronomy submit a 
diagram of the coming solar eclipse. 

(1) A decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a report from the Board of Revenue, 
embodying the result of their enquiry into 
the encroachments upon the land round 
the Ming tombs, which was brought to 
the notice of His Majesty by the Marquis 
Ch’éng Tuan, lineal descendant of the 
Emperors of the Ming dynasty. They find 
that land has been appropriated for the 
cultivation of crops round the enclosing 
walls of the tombs and on either side of the 
great roadway. The authorities at Ch’ang- 
p'ing Chow are censured for allowing this 
to be done, and are hereby called upon to 
clear a space of one hundred paces round 
each tomb, and to see that this space is 
never again encroached upon. 

(2) The remainder of this day’s Gazette 
is occupied by a memorial from the Tartar 
General and Governor-General of Szechuen, 
describing with great minuteness a series of 
operations against a number of aboriginal 
tribes on the frontier, known as the Lei Po 


Barbarians (5 WH FH). Thereare three 


main tribes of these Lei Po, ‘which are 
again each subdivided into ten or more 
lesser tribes or branches; and for many 
years past it has been their habit to occupy 
the mountain passes ; and make periodical 
raids from thence upon the surrounding 
country. It being felt that nothing but a 
wholesome and drastic correction would 
ever subdue the sheepish and dog-like 
disposition of these savages, who were 
a terror and a scourge to the frontier, the 
memorialist had time after time directed Li 
P’ei-jung, the General of the Division in 
which they were situated, to make a raid 
upon them when he had finished other 
work he had in hand. The General carried 
out these instructions, and has from time 
to time reported progress to the memo- 
rialists, who now embody the accounts he 
sent in of the series of actions in which he 
was engaged, in one story. The details 
given do not admit of a summary, contain- 
ing as they do a list of names of places 


and individuals, the omission of which: 


would completely destroy the consecutive- 
ness of the narrative, which is too long 
to be given in extenso. After several 
desperate fights, lasting over a period of 
eight months, which invariably resulted in 
heavy loss to the enemy, more than a 
thousand of whom fell in action, all the 
tribes tendered their submission, drinking 
blood and swearing allegiance for ever- 
more. Several hundred captives were 


Google 


rescued from their clutches, and more than 
a hundred prisoners were taken, those who 
had not been already put to death being 
returned at the conclusion of hostilities. 
After describing the arrangements made by 
the General for the maintenance of order 
in the subjugated region, the memorialists 
conclude with a prayer that the General 
and other officers whom they name may 
have rewards bestowed upon them, as a 
recognition of their services upon this 
occasion. The officers killed consisted of a 
Brigadier-General and a second captain. A 
list of the non-commissioned officers and 
privates who lost their lives will be for- 
warded as soon as the numbers have been 
accurately ascertained. 

May. 23rd.—{1) Mei Oh’i-chao (#4 fy 
AR) is appointed Junior Vice-President 
of the Board of War. 

(2) The Governor-General and Governor 
at Foochow report the despatch of a 
weiyuan with the following sums to Peking: 
For the Office of the Imperial House- 

hold ..... cevesccscccceecescevcoeee E18, 10,000 
Lekin on Opium .escccsccrseseeeee 99 10,000 


(3) The Governor-General of the Hu-kuang 
provinces reports the despatch of a weityuan 
to Pekiny with Tls. 10,000, being an instal- 
ment of the Tis. 100,000 with which the 
lekin on salt is charged for the present 


year. 
No other documents of importance. 


May 24th.—(1) A decree. En Lin, 
Captain-General of the Guard, and others, 
report that the panelled doors of the storied 
building above the Tung-hua Gate have 
been prised open, and the Office of the 
Imperial Armoury report that some of 
the armour stored in this building has been 
lost, other pieces having been injured. 
The Office of Gendarmerie, the Governor 
of the Metropolitan Prefecture, and the 
five Censors will take steps to secure the 
arrest of the individuals who have presumed 
to commit a theft in the Imperial precincts. 
The Imperial Armoury will furnish a 
list of the armour stolen, and the names of 
the officers on duty at this gate, to whose 
lack of supervision the theft is due, will be 
submitted to His Majesty for punishment. 
Greater watchfulness must positively be 
exercised in future. 

(2) Memorial from Liu K’un-yi, Governor- 
General at Nanking. The memorialist has 
received numbers of communications from 
the Board of Works relative to repairs that 
have been made or new buildings that have 
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been erected in the Nanking and Hu-k’ou 
Arsenals during the years 1874, 1875 and 
1878. The Board object to the manner in 
which the accounts showing the expendi- 
ture incurred in these works have been 
sent in, as no measurements are given, no 
lists of materials employed are supplied, 
and no certificates appended as to the rates 
upon which the cust of the work was 
based. They require a fresh statement, 
therefore, of accounts, supplying all these 
details, or at least an explanation of 
the reasons why they cannot be supplied. 
On reference to the authorities in charge 
of the Arsenal at Nanking, they report 
that the dwelling rooms attached to 
the Arsenal, which are a portion of the 
works for which items are required, 
were built from time to time as occasion 
required, the materials being purchased as 
they were wanted. ‘The Superintendent of 
the Arsenal at Hu-k’ou declares that an 
actual statement of all the expenditure 
incurred in the construction of this Arsenal 
ten years ayo was supplied at the time, and 
there has been no building done since. 
Under these circumstances the memorialist 
would submit that the Board should be 
called upon to accept the statement 
previously sent in, the more that the 
conditions under which the works in 
question were carried out are of a some- 
what exceptional nature. 


May 25th.—(1) A decree issued by Her 
Majesty the Empress Dowager. Some time 
since, Tso Tsung-t’ang submitted a proposal 
for repairing the water-ways of the province 
by troops detached for the purpose. In 
reply We instructed the Prince of Ch’un 
to consider the matter and report. He 
now states that the opportunity for repair- 
ing the water-ways of the province should 
not be lost, but as the enterprise is one of 
a novel character, he prays that the Prince 
of Kung may be associated with him in the 
direction of the undertaking. The water- 
courses in the vicinity of the metropolis 
have altered materially owing to variations 
in the configuration of the country and 
changes in the beds of the rivers during 
the years that have elapsed since the 
repairs that were carried out in the reigns 
of Yung Chéng and Ch’ien Lung, insomuch 
that it is now impossible to make provision 
for accumulation of water or drainage, as 
the case may be, in times of drought or 
flood. This question vitally affects the 
interests of the common people, and thts 
being the case, measures should at once be 
considered to carry out the necessary 
works. We command the Prince of Kung 
aud the Prince of Ch'un to unite with 
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Tso Tsung-t’ang, the Governor-General of 
Chihli, and the Governor of the Metro- 
politan Prefecture in concerting measures 
which shall satisfactorily accomplish the 
object in view. They will report the 
result of their deliberations to Us. 

(2) Adecree. Ming An, Governor of Kirin, 
prays that a Deputy Lieutenant-General 
may be stationed at a certain place and a 
yamén built for his accommodation. Hun 
Ch’un* in the province of Kirin, a region 
of wide extent, has hitherto been under 
the jurisdiction of the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Ningut4, but it is so far distant from 
that place that the Governor of the Province 
sugyests that a special high officer should 
be appointed to the control of this region. 
As the request is made in the interests 
of the country concerned, We sanction the 
appointment of Deputy Lieutenant-General 
to the Hun Ch’unregion. We sanction also 
the arrangements proposed for providing 
this officer with an official seal, payment of 
his salary, aud construction of an official 
residence. 

(3) Yi-k’o-t’ang-a, Lieutenant-Governor 
of Hu-lan, is appointed to the new post 
created above. 

May 26th.—(1) A decree galling the 
attention of the Governor-General of 
Chihli to a representation from the Censor 
Lou Yii-p’u, who asserts that a gang of 
lawless individuals have erected barriers at 
An Chow, Hsiung Hsien and Hsin Ch’éng 
at which they levy unauthorised fees from 
passing boats. The Governor-General is 
directed at once to suppress these barriers. 

(2) The Governor of Shansi reports the 
escape of a criminal under sentence of 
death whilebeing conveyed to the provincial 
capital. The cart in which the prisoner 
was sitting, with some of his escort, upset 
on the bank of a river on a dark and rainy 
night. Some of the escort were crushed . 
by the cart, and the others being engaged 
in extricating them and getting up the 
cart, sat the prisoner on the side of the 
road. He seized the opportunity to divest 
himself of his manacles and escaped into 
the darkness, no one knew whether. 

(3) The same officer reports the despatch 
of a weiyuan to Peking with Tls. 50,000, 
being the first instalment of the subsidy of 
Tis, 400,000 at which the province of 
Shansi is assessed for the present year. 

May 27th.—No documents of importance, 

May 28th.—_({l) Memorial from the 
Governor of Honan, recommending an 
officer for the post of Prefect of K’ai-féng, 
which has become vacant through the 


* Note.—The Hun Ch’un River forms the boundary 
between Russian and Chinese territory. 
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death of the last incumbent. The usual 
lengthy account of the nominee’s official 
antecedents is given. 

(2) The Governor-General at Nanking 
similarly recommends an officer for the 
vacant post of Ch’ing-ho Hsien in Kiangsu. 


(3) The Governor of Honan reports the 
despatch of a weiyuan to Peking with 
Tis. 30,000, being commutation money 
of the grain tribute owing from the province 
of Honan on last year’s assessment, 


May 29th.—(1) Postscript memorial from 
the members of the Grand Council. In the 
2nd moon of the 20th year of Chia Ch’ing 
a decree was issued directing that the Veri- 
table Records and Genealogical Registers 
stored over the Ch’ien Ching Gate should 
be aired and dusted once every two years, 
and that the Grand Council should depute 
four high officers, two Manchu and two 
Chinese, to superintend this duty, which 
was to be performed in the 4th moon by 
officers of the Grand Council, eunuchs, 
and others, The last occasion of airing 
and dusting the Veritable Records having 
been the year before last, it is necessary 
that this duty be again performed during 
the present year. The memorialists beg 
accordingly to submit a list of Manchu 
and Chinese officers of high rank, excluding 
therefrom the names of those who have 
other duties to perform, and pray His 
Majesty to select four officers therefrom, 
two Manchu and two Chinese, to superin- 
tend the airing and dusting of the Records. 
The following names were encircled by the 
vermilion pencil. Jui-lien, Ch’ung-li, Hsii- 
tung, Shao Héng-yii. 

(2) The Governor of Kiangsi memorial- 
ises with reference to the revenue of the 
Kan-kuan Customs during the year ended 
25th March, 1880, which has fallen short of 
the assessed amount by T'ls. 17,937. The 
Board of Revenue have decided that the 
Superintendent of this Customs shall be 
called upon to make good seventy per cent. 
of this deficit, and the Superintendent 
respectfully appeals against this decision 
on the ground that causes beyond his 
control have led to a great falling off in the 
revenues of this Customs station. The 
memorialist begs that he may only be 
called upon to make good ten per cent. of 
his deficit, and that payment of this ten 
per cent. may be distributed over a 
term of years. Referred to the Board of 
Revenue. 

(3) The following remittances of sub- 
sidies to Peking are reported in three 


separate memorials from the Governor of 
Kiangsi. 
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Total assessment for Present remit- 
the year. 


Tis, “Te ° Instalment. 
Land-tax... 250,000 50,000 second. 
Lekin ...... 100,000 50,000 second. 


25,000 third. 


May 30th.—(1) A decree expressing the 
Imperial regrets at the death of Yi-chén, 
formerly Vice-President of the Board of 
Revenue, who had been allowed to vacate 
his post on the ground of ill-health. The 
usual posthumous honours are to be 
allotted to him. 


(2) The Governor of Kueichow submits 
areturn of the deficit on the revenues of 
the various Customs stations in that 
province during the years 1877, 1878 and 
1879. By a decree issued in 1876 it was 
announced that deficits on Customs revenues 
in Kueichow would not have to be made 
good by the authorities responsible for 
these deficits. A list of the stations and 
the revenues collected by them is appended 
to the memorial, from which the memo- 
rialist extracts the following summary. 





Assessed Revenue. _ Deficit. 

Tis. Tis. 
1877 ..csceesseee0e-56,220 51,020 
1878 . ...56, 220 50,360 
1879 ...ccceceeceees 61,310 55,490 


Referred to the Board of Revenue. 


May 31st.—(1) A reverent memorial from 
Yi Tsung, Prince of Tun. In the spring 
of the year 1873, Your Majesty’s servant 
was honoured with a Command to construct 
the ‘‘ Happy Land for a Myriad Years,”’ 
known as the P’u Hsiang Yii. He then 
submitted designs and measurements in 
accordance with his instructions, and 
commenced the buildings. In the summer 
of 1879, the work was completed in accord- 
ance with the designs he had furnished, 
and it was requested that the High Ofticer, 
by whom the estimates were drawn up, 
might be directed to inspect the work. 
The usual memorandum of the buildings, 
etc., was then prepared and handed over 
to the Custodian of the Mausolea for keep- 
ing. The Imperial road leading to these 
Mausolea, with the guard-house for the 
soldiers from the Eight Banners, were not 
constructed at the time, and it was proposed 
to draw up a memorandum of the work 
that had still to be done, and deposit it 
with the Board of Revenue for custody 
until, at the expiration of ten thousand 
times ten thousand years, it might be 
necessary to undertake them. The memo- 
rialist was in the act of preparing these 
documents when Her Majesty the Eastern 
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Empress ascended in the Fairy Car on 
high, and a decree was issued directing that 
the ‘‘ Happy Land for a Myriad Years,” 
known as the P’u Hsiang Yi, should thence- 
forth be called the P’u Hsiang Yi Ting 
Tung Ling. The memorialist would 
reverently point out that this Mausoleum 
still requires the addition of a ‘spiritual 
road,” with the oftices for the Board 
of Ceremonies and files of guards from 
the Hight Banners. It is manifestly right, 
therefore, that these should be constructed 
in the usual manner, in readiness for 
the time when the Imperial remains 
are deposited in their everlasting resting- 
place. This work should devolve upon 
the General of the Ma Lan-chén Division, 
but as neither the bearings nor plans of 
the buildinus have yet been determined 
on, the memorialist would pray that a high 
officer may be associated with the General 
of the Ma Lan-chén Division, to determine 
whether or no the bearings of the 
buildings are in accordance with the 
[spiritual elements that rule over] the 
present year. 

(2) The Governor of Hunan reports that 
the Annamese Mission reached Tung-an 
Hsien, on the confines of that province, 
upon the 11th of March ; arrived at Ch’ang- 
sha on the 27th of March ; were entertained 
ata banquet upon the 28th; and crossed 
the Hunan frontier into Liu-hsiang Hsien, 
in Hupeh, upon the 10th of April. 

June Ist.—Postscript memorial from Li 
Ming-ch’ih, Governor of Hunan, soliciting 
the bestowal of marks of approbation on 
two ladies whose wifely and filial devotion 
have been of an exceptionally commendable 
character. Wang Yang shih, daughter of 
a late District Magistrate in Hunan, was 
affianced in her childhood to the son of a 
Taotai in Kiangsi, who died last year 
before the marriage had taken place. The 
girl, on hearing of the death of her affianced 
husband, besought her mother with tears 
to allow her to preserve her chastity in 
reverence for his memory, but as her 
mother did not at once give her permission, 
the girl made several attempts to destroy 
herself. She was then closely watched, 
but persisting in her resolutions, she 
refused all food for three or four days 
until she obtained from her mother a 
pledge that she should not be again 
betrothed, and to this promise she held 
her mother in spite of the advice 
and protests of all her relations. The 
parents of the deceased young man were 
written to, and she was received into their 
home as the widow of their son. She is 
now nineteen years of age, and her conduct 
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is the theme of praise amongst all the 
people of the neighbourhood. The memo- 
rialist would also bring to the notice of 
His Majesty the conduct of a lady who put 
off her marriage in order to wait upon her 
mother, who had fallen ill. As her mother 
grew gradually worse, the girl took up the 
flesh of her arm with her teeth, and sliced 
a large piece out of her arm some three 
fingers broad, from which the blood poured 
in streams. She then mixed the flesh with 
her mother’s medicine, and so effected her 
cure. The marks of distinction applied 
for are granted in a Rescript appended to 
the memorial. 

June 2nd.—(1) A decree. The Board of 
Punishments represents that there is great 
delay in all the provinces in the settlement 
of cases of robbery with violence, and they 
have accordingly drawn up a code of 
regulations for the better scrutiny of these 
cases, to which they beg that effect may 
be given by Imperial decree. There are 
limitations of time allotted for the settle- 
ment of cases of brigandage throughout 
the Empire, and a scale of penalties 
exists for the punishment of delay in 
the hearing of such cases. These rules 
are in themselves sufficiently rigorous, 
but of late territorial officials have on 
many occasions availed themselves of one 
pretext or another for delaying the 
settlement of cases of robbery with violence 
that come under their notice; going se 
far, in some instances, as to forge evidence 
and extend the limit of time allowed to 
several years, with the result that arrears 
accumulate, frauds are practised, and 
numerous other-irregularities occur. Such 
a condition of things shows a serious 
misapprehension of the gravity of the prin- 
ciples involved in punitive regulations, and 
We hereby command all Governors- 
General and Governors from the issue of 
this decree now and henceforward to 
furnish the Board with returns of unsettled 
cases of robbery with violence, and to send 
in returns of all such cases as have to be 
reported to the Throne and communicated 
to the Board, directly they are reported 
by the Department and District Magistrates 
under their-charge, under penalty of 
prompt denunciation. 

June 3rd.—(1) Memorial from Tu-ka-érh, 
Governor of Uliasut’ai and others, denounc- 
ing certain officers under their command 
for carelessness in the investigation of a 
case that was brought before them, in 
which also corruption and bribery were 
resorted to. Amongst the archives taken 
over by the memorialist on his accession 
to office was a report from Mi-pa-mu-san- 





pu, an Imperial Duke of the first degree, 
and Captain-General of the Dsassaktu 
tribe, to the effect that Ch’e-téng-tuan-to- 
pu-to-érh-chi, Deputy Lieutenant-General 
of that tribe, had reported to him that 
one Pang-mu-chi-la-cha-pu, an assistant 
Daidji, had, with fell intent, assembled 
a number ‘of Lamaist sorcerers, who 
by the utterances of evil incantations 
had caused the death of his, the Lieutenant- 
General’s, son. The Captain-General had 
taken the evidence in this case, and had 
forwarded the minutes, parties, and 
witnesses under charge of a weiywan to 
Uliasut’ai, that a formal trial might be held 
there. Other documents show that a 
preliminary investigation was then held 
by one Fu Hou, Military Secretary, 
and a clerk in the Li Fan Yuan, with 
two Associates, who declared that the 
evidence in this case, as yiven by one Na- 
mu-chi-la-cha-pu, the Assistant Daidji, was 
false, and that he was evidently behaving 
in a tricky and deceitful manner in the 
confidence of the power of certain spells he 
possessed to protect him. On the strength 
of their representation, the memorialist’s 
predecessor then applied to His Majesty for 
permission to remove the Assistant Daidji 
from office and to place him formally on his 
trial. The Imperial sanction having been 
obtained, these same officers were directed 
to hold a trial with all promptitude, and 
to ascertain the true facts of the case. 
In spite, however, of the peremptoriness 
of these orders, Fu Hou, the Secretary 
above-mentioned, put off the trial for more 
than a year, and after memorialist’s acces- 
sion to office, he repeatedly instructed him 
verbally to hear the case at once, thata 
report might be laid before His Majesty. 
At last, towards the close of last year, the 
said Secretary had the defendants, eight 
in number, in turn before him, and took 
their depositions, after which he requested 
that they might pass before the memorial- 
ist in the usual way, for the verification 
of their testimony. Upon this being done, 
however, the memorialist and his asso- 
ciates were surprised to find that every 
one of the prisoners denied their pre- 
vious statements, and refused to admit 
their guilt. Their evidence being thus 
directly at variance with the report sent 
in by the said Fu Hou and his colleagues, 
and a rumour of bribery having been 
employed coming to the ears of the 
memorialist, he deputed other officers 
to hold a fresh trial, and then sent for the 
Chieftain of the League, who informed 
him that Fu Hou had received at different 
times bribes in money to the amount of 
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Tis. 250, and one chestnut-coloured horse, 
with a request or each occasion that he 
would take good care that the prisoners 
did not escape. ‘This statement was 
corroborated by other testimony, and 
the said Secretary Fu Hou, with his 
assistant P’u Hsiang, finally admitted that 
they had been indiscreet enough to accept 
the sums mentioned. As the whole of the 
truth or falsity of the charges in this case 
hinged on the fact whether the Lamas did 
or did not recite incantations of a diaboli- 
cal nature, the memorialist then wrote 
again to the Captain of the Leayue, by 
whom the case had oriyinally been sent 
forward, to know on what evidence he had 
decided to send it forward to the hizher 
Court. He replied that he had nothing bué 
hearsay evidence to yo upon, and he could 
not furnish tangible proofs of the correct- 
ness of the charges laid. The memorialist 
has now therefore to pray that the said 
Secretary Fu Hou, with his two assistants, 
may be severally deprived of their 
rank and titles and be committed to the 
Board for the determination of a penalty 
that shall mark their carelessness in 
the hearing of this case, and _ their 
indiscretion in accepting presents. He 
would farther pray that the Mongol officers 
who were rash enough to offer these bribes 
may be committed to the Mongolian 
Superintendency for the determination of 
penalties commensurate with their offence. 
The bribes taken will be recovered from 
the recipients and confiscated, and the 
whole case, parties, witnesses and minutes, 
will be sent back to the Captain-General of 
the League, with instructions not to send 
it forward again until he can procure 
More satisfactory evidence than simple 
hearsay. 

June 4th.—(1) Memorial from the 
Governor-General of the Two Kuang 
Provinces. ‘The memorialist has received 
@ petition from Yang Yii-k’0, who has 
lately been acting as Commander-in-chief 
of Kuangtung, and was recently General 
of the Kao Chow Division in Kuangtung, 
from which post he was removed with 
loss of three steps of commutative rank. 
He states that upon assuming the acting 
duties of Commander-in-Chief in Kuang- 
tung last year, he noticed that the arms 
in use were for the most part in very 
bad condition, and that those which had 
recently been supplied were of poor quality 
and unserviceable. He accordingly invested 
the whole of his property in the purchase 
of the following arms, which he commis- 
sioned a foreign merchant in Hongkong to 
order by telegraph from abroad. 
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1,000 Martini rifles at $15 ...... .«. 15,000 

500,000 cartridges at $15 the 500... 15,000 
40 Winchester repeating rifles 

at $29 occ oeiseveds 1,160 

40,000 cartridges at $19 the 1,000. 760 
Freight, commission, etc., on the 

ADOVE .......ceeeeee sseeeeeee 2,080 


Total...... $34,000 





These were delivered at Canton last 
winter. Having now been honoured with 
an Imperial decree depriving him of three 
steps of commutative rank, with removal 
to another post, and loss of half the 
pay attaching to his title of hereditary 
noble of the second grade of the fifth 
degree during a period of nine years, he is 
filled with awe, and knows not where to 
hide his head. On receipt of these cum- 
mands he at once wrote to the Governor- 
General and requested him to despatch a 
wetywan to take over from him his seals of 
office, that he might promptly retire and 
meditate on his shortcomings. He humbly 
reflects that he is a humble individual 
from a remote frontier province, to whom 
occasion presented itself in the midst of 
many troubles to offer his grateful services 
to his Sovereign. On the pacification of 





.Yiinnan and Kueichow, His Majesty deizned 


to bestow upon him a high command and 
to invest him with a title of nobility, of 
neither of which was he worthy. Some 
years ago he applied for leave to return to 
Hunan, his native province, to attend to 
his wounds ; and, being no lon zer an official, 
he established a bank for the neyotiation 
of bills of exchange in partnership with 
a Shansi merchant called Fan Chin, the 
necessary capital beiny furnished him by his 
relatives. Having subsequently received 
His Majesty’s commands to undertake the 
duties of General of the Kao Chow divi- 
sion, he did not dare to decline the post, 
and at once took measures to close his 
bauking business. Owiny, however, to 
the getting in of different outgoing and 
incoming bills this was a work of time. 
Meanwhile he was denounced for carrying 
on this business while holding an ofticial 
post, and the consequence was that he lost 
nearly all his capital. His partuer, Fan 
Chin, died last year, and the bank has now 
been closed. As he reflects on what has 
passed he feels that he has no excuse for 
his conduct, and in the midst of his shame 
and contrition he still feels grateful to His 
Majesty for the leniency with which he 
has been treated. He humbly ventures to 


think that Kuangtung is a most important ! 
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military centre, and if its army is to be 
a powerful one it must be armed with 
efficient weapons. Having no other means 
of requiting the benevolence with which 
he has been treated, he humbly offers the 
thousand Martinis with 500,000 rounds, 
and the forty Wiuchesters with 40,000 
rounds that he has bought, as a slight 
contribution towards the military necessi- 
ties of the province. Having been the 
recipient of the Imperial bounty to a very 
great degree, he would on no account 
whatever venture to invite the bestowal of 
a reward for this contribution. 

The memorialist would observe with 
reference to this petition that ever since 
his assumption of the acting duties of 
Commander-in-Chief of Kuangtung, Yang 
Yii-k’o has been most energetic in his effurts 
to reorganise the military arrangements of 
the province ; more particularly has this 
energy been displayed in the garrison at the 
Bogue, which the memorialist has visited 
himself, and can therefore testify to the 
efticiency of the forts and the skill of the 
men, who have been well and successfully 
drilled. By his offering of the whole 
consignment of arms. and ammunition 
purchased with his own funds, he has given 
abundant testimony of his patriotism ; and 
the army has gained considerably in secur- 
ing these modern weapons of precision. 
Although he disclaims any wish of. reward, 
the memorialist considers that it would be 
inexpedient to keep the fact of his offering 
from the knowledge of His Majesty, to 
whom he must leave the decision as to the 
manner in which the public spirit of Yang 
Yii-k’o is to be marked.—Rescript : Let 
the original rank of Yang Yii-k’o be 
restored to him. He will be retained in 
Kuangtuny for employment. The Board 
concerned will take nute. (See Gazette of 
8th January. 

June 5th.—(1) Liu Ching-t’ang begs for 
the bestowal of a posthumons mark of 
Imperial approbation upon a concubine of 
the Magistrate of Sui-lai District in the 
New Dominion. Not long ayo that oflicer 
fell ill owing to over-attention to public 
business. ‘The woman attended him with 
the greatest solicitude, not once changing 
her clothes during the four months of his 
illness ; but in spite of her care he finally 
sank and died. Her grief knew no bounds; 
she was constantly seized with fainting fits, 
but still she managed personally to direct 
the funeral arrangements. When she had 
seen the body duly enclosed in the co ftin, 
she washed herself and changed her clo thes 
for the first time, announcing her fixed 
resolution not to survive her master. Hor 


friends did their best toconsole her and paid 
little attention toher wild utterances. How- 
ever, that same evening she sent for her 
late master’s brother and asked him to 
give directions for her own funeral, at the 
same time veiling her face and giving way 
to a fit of passionate sobbing. The brother 
enquired of the servants what this meant, 
and was informed by them that their 
mistress had swallowed a large quantity of 
gold-leaf. Remedies were at once applied, 
but she died the same night,—three days 
after the death of her master. Memorialist 
hopes that such a bright example of female 
devotion will not be suffered to pass 
unnoticed. Request granted by Rescript. 

(2) Hsiang Hseng, Governor of Ch’shar, 
reports the case of an ex-Captain who has 
for the last three years been expiating 
his offences by service on the military 
post roads. The law provides that military 
officers, from the rank of second Captain 
downwards, who, on the expiry of 
the three years’ term of servitude, are 
unable to pay the station charges (t’«i-fei) 
required of them, shall be sent to the 
Board of Punishments to be transported 
for two years and a half, after the receipt 
of 100 blows. The prisoner in this instance 
cannot meet the charges, and memorialist 
begs permission to deal with him according 
to the law above quoted.—Granted by 
Rescript. 

(3) The Armoury Office report the theft 
in Peking of some suits of armour used on 
high review days. These suits, to the 
number of 14,028, are kept in the building 
over the Tung Hua Gate. On May 28th, 
the Second Secretary charged with the 
duty of periodically inspecting them, 
reported that one of the dvors appeared to 
have been broken open. The dvovr in 
question was subsequently opened in the 
presence of witnesses, and a yreat many 
of the presses and boxes inside showed signs 
of having been tampered with. How many 
suits had been abstracted had not been 
ascertained at the time of sending in this 
memorial. Memorialists beg that strict 
orders may he issued to the Peking 
Gendarmerie for the apprehension of the 
thieves (see Guzette of 5th June.) 

(4) A memorial from the Military Gover- 
nor of Moukden, on the state of the war 
vessels under his command. The original 
number of ships stationed at Lii-shun-kou, 
in the Chin Department of the province, 
was ten. Of these, Nos. 1, 5, and 10 were 
sent up from the South in 1867. By the 
regulations they were to undergo slight 
repairs every three years and be thoroughly 
overhauled every six years. However, 
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the first repairs were delayed for three 
years owing to the non-arrival of the 
necessary timber from Chékiang, and on 
the next occasion, too, the timber was not 
forthcoming. Consequently the vessels 
have rapidly become unseaworthy, and 
memorialist prays that three new ones may 
be substituted for them as soon as possible. 
Referred to the Board. 

June 6th.—(1) Memorial from the Prince 
of Cl’un to Her Majesty the Empress 
Dowager. On the 15th of May, the mem- 
bers of the Grand Council were honoured 
with the verbal commands of Her Majesty 
the Empress Dowager, directing the 
memorialist to consider a proposal of the 
Grand Secretary Tso temporarily to dis- 
continue the drill of the troops recently 
drafted to this province by him, and to 
employ them in clearing the water-ways of 
Chihli. These commands were conveyed 
to the memorialist, and he is humbly 
of opinion that the high-lying lands in the 
province of Chihli become a vast expanse 
of barren country in times of drought, 
and the low-lying ground is converted 
into a huge lake in times of excessive 
moisture. It is therefore undoubtedly 
necessary to clear out accumulations of 
silt in the water-courscs, and to lead the 
accumulations of water into the proper 
channels in order to prevent the damage 
done by ‘flood ; after which the irrigation 
canals can be filled and barren lands 
brought under cultivation, The proposal 
of Tso Tsung-t’ang to postpone the drill of 
his troops until they shall have opened 
and deepened these water-courses is a fit 
and proper measure of expediency ; and 
the memorialist would respectfully bey to 
observe that he finds in the records of the 
9th year of the reign of Civien Lung that 
the Grand Secretary O-érh-t’ai and others 
made the following report, in reply to 
observations submitted by the Censor 
Ch’ai Ch’ao-shéng : ‘The northern region 
consisted of a large expanse of level 
country, which was intersected by rivers, 
canals, lakes, and marshes, the traces of 
which could still be followed. If these 
were permitted to fill up, become dry, to 
overflow, or to become eimpty, by the 
ordinary processes of nature when heavy 
rains occurred they would overflow and 
devastate the country; and in times of 
drought a catastrophe of equal severity 
would result from the dessicating action 
of the sun. Thus there would be water 
with none of the benefit which it conferred, 
and all the mischief that it could cause 
[when not coutrolled.] The representa- 
Uvons submitted by the Censor were not 
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without foundation, but when a revival of 
water communication was in question, the 
entire province had to be taken into 
consideration, as the whole system of water- 
ways must be connected like arteries and 
veins in the body, if the results were to 
be useful and lasting. Such an under- 
taking as this was not to be brought toa 
successful termination in a day.” Inu reply 
tu this memorial a decree was received tu 
the effect that a system of water-ways was 
the first essential to any region, and to 
carry out such a scheme as that proposed 
would necessitate the selection of capable 
agents. Kao Pin, Governor-General of 
Chihli, had many duties and responsibili- 
ties, and could not give his undivided 
attention to the question. Lin Yii-yi, 
however, Assistant Grand Secretary and 
President of a Board, had formerly held 
the post of Governor-General of Chihli as 
well as that of Financial Commissioner, 
and was therefore intimately acquainted 
with all the conditions of the province. 
By careful co-operation with Kao Pin, they 
would surely be able to achieve success 
and secure results of a permanently bene- 
ficial mature. Let Lin Yii-yi, therefore, 
proceed to Pao-ting Fu and carefully 
consider this matter with the Governor- 
-General, formulating the system they 
proposed to adopt. And when the work 
should be put in hand they were to unite 
in dving their best to bring it to a 
successful issue. 

This precedent should naturally be 
followed, and although the necessary funds 
cannot at once be raised, the opportunity 
of employing the services of a high 
ofticer so capable of coping with ditticulry 
[as the Grand Secretary ‘I'so], and of 
making use of troops so accustomed 
tu the work, should not be lost. It 
seems to the memorialist that the right 
thin: would be to bezin experimentally, 
and if immediate results are not insisted 
upon, there need be no fear of the under- 
taking being brought to a standstill in 
the middle for want of the necessary funds, 
It is of course impossible to deny that the 
apprehensions of the Grand Secretary that 
his scheme will meet with opposition and 
hostile criticism, are not groundless ; but 
nevertheless, if he can secure a fair and 
honest execution of the undertaking he 
contemplates, the criticisms of ordinary 
individuals, who cannot reason ab initio, 
will be disarmed when they witness the 
results, and they will, in the end, 
reverse their opinion and give him cordial 
support. Men cannot be forced or over- 
awed into adopting this or that opinion. 
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In the reign of Yung Chéng, individuals 
were denounced by the Governor-General 
of Chihli and H.I.H. the brother of 
the Emperor for opposition to the 
efforts that were then being made to restore 
the water system, showing the unanimity 
of princes and high Ministers at that time 
in furthering a great work. So honest, 
loyal, painstaking and intrepid a public 
servant as Tso Tsung-t’ang will surely be 
able to co-operate in a friendly spirit with 
the Governor-General Li Hung-chang, who 
never shifts his responsibilities on tu other 
shoulders, and in consultation with him to 
organise a complete scheme. The memorial- 
ist has never considered the question of a 
water system, su that he is ashamed to 
admit that his association with this under- 
takiny is merely nominal, while he is afraid 
that he can be of little material assistance. 
On the 16th instant, he was faveured with 
an audience, when he begged earnestly to 
be allowed to excuse himself, but he was 
unable to obtain the Imperial consent. 
When he reflects on the desire for the 
welfare of the people that induces Her 
Majesty to further the improvement of the 
water system, he dare not again pray to be 
excused. Inasmuch, however, as the under- 
taking virtually amounts to a novel one, 
its execution is beyond the feeble powers 
and dull intellect of the memorialist. He 
would therefore humbly pray her Majesty 
to direct the Prince of Kung to assume 
the chief control, whereby the memorialist 
will have an opportunity of learning some- 
thing of his duties from him, and matters 
will be materially advanced. Should this 
suggestion meet with her Majesty’s 
approval, he would beg that Tso ‘Tsung- 
tang be first allowed to consider the 
scheme with Li Hung-chang, and when they 
shall have formulated their plans they 
might be submitted to the Throne in a 
joint representation, (For decree, see 
Gazette of 25th May.) 


June 7th.—(1) Postscript memorial from 
Cling An, Military Assistant Governor at 
K’obdv. The Director of the Ming-ad 


(BH ba tribe, occupying the region 
north-east of Uliasut’ai, has reported that 
the K’undu of this tribe, Sha-k’o-tu-érh 
by name, has applied for a passport 
granting him permission to go with forty- 
nine Lamas to Ourga, and do homage to 
the Cheptsundama Hutuktu, or Patriarch 
of the Khalka tribes, who has his residence 
in that city. The memorialists find that 
the law requires that when Mongols or 
others wish to yo to Ourga to do homage 
to the Patriarch there, application shall be 
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made to the Throne and a passport issued 
at the same time to the applicants, 
authorising them to proceed to Ourga. 
Having received the application above 
mentioned, a passport has been issued to 
the Lamas in question authorising them to 
proceed to Ourga on the understanding 
that they return directly they have paid 
their homage. Rescript: It is noted. 

June 8th.—(Court Circular.) The Grand 
Secretary Tso requested parting instruc- 
tions on leaving for Cho Chow. 

(1) Huang Shao-ch’un, Commander-in- 
Chief of Chékiang, is granted five months’ 
leave of absence to bury his parent. At 
the expiration of his leave he is to return 
at once to his post. 

(2) Yang Ming-hai Cs A iy) is 
appointed General of the Lang-shan Divi- 
sion, Nanking. 

(3) Li Hung-chang reports that the 
breaking up of the ice in the Jung-ting 
river, though attended with heavy pressure 
of water and considerable danger, passed 
by without mishap, thanks to the energy 
and watclifulness of the responsible officials. 

The report of the trial of a case of 
murder, and a few memorials on matters 
of minor importance complete the record 


of this day's issue. 
June 9th.—(1) Postscript memorial from 
Ho Ching, Governor-General at Foochow. 
The district towns of Tamsui and Hsin-chu, 
in the T’ai-pei Prefecture in Formosa, were 
visited by a single shock of earthquake at 
2 p.m. on the 18th of February last ; but 
in the villages to the south of Hsin-chu there 
was a succession of shocks lasting from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., some severe, others slight. 
At a place called Mao-t’ou-li over eighty 
residences were destroyed, and nine people, 
men and women, were killed. At the 
village of Pei-shili-wo a man and a woman 
were killed, and in the rear street of a 
place called T’un Hsiao-chieh, over one 
hundred buildings, temples or dwelling- 
houses, fell down. ‘Three thousand feet 
of an earthen defence wall also fell down, 
as well as portions of the wall of the 
barracks ; providentially, however, without 
causing bodily injury. In reporting this 
earthquake, news of which was sent to 
him through the two Provincial Commis- 
sioners, to whom the Taotai and Briyadivr- 
General of T’aiwan had submitted an 
account of the occurrence, the memorialist 
would remark that earthquakes are not 
unfrequent in the island of Formosa, but 
of late years they have not been so severe 
as that now reported from Hasin-chu Hsien, 
which has caused the destruction of many 
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houses and the loss of eleven lives. Orders 
have been issued for the distribution of 


relief, and the organisation of subscriptions: 


in aid of the necessary repairs. 

- (2) Memorial from Lo Fang-ch’i, Governor 
of Fuhkien. On the 22nd of November last 
year, Li Ping-hao and six other Coreans 
who had been blown out of their course in 
the progress of a voyage, were sent from 
Hui-an Hsien to Foochow, where they 
were housed and their wants attended to. 
Inasmuch as the way was long and the 
weather cold, it was proposed by the 
Commissioners that they should, in accord- 
ance with the precedent established on 
two previous occasions, be sent to Shanghai 
as soon as navigation was open in the 
north, and from thence forwarded by some 
convenient steamer vid Tientsin, to Peking, 
where they could be provided with funds 
and repatriated. This proposal was sub- 
mitted to His Majesty by Ho Ching, 
the Governor-General, and the Imperial 
sanction having been obtained. (see 
Gazette of 25th February), orders were issued 
accordingly. P’éng Ao, Magistrate of the 
Foochow district, and Ch’ény Sén, Magis- 
trate of the Hou-kuan district, now report 
that Li Ping-hao and the other ship- 
wrecked barbarians, while expressing them- 
selves deeply grateful for the compassion 
that had been shown them, had one prayer 
tu make. There was, they said, a written 
prohibition in their country against travel- 
ling by steamer, and infrinyement of this 
prohibition was never condoned. Ever 
since they had heard that they were to be 
sent to Shanghai they had done nothing 
but weep to such an extent that they had 
no thought even of food. They had only 
one prayer therefore to offer, viz., that 
exceptional clemency might be extended 
towards them. Under these circumstances 
the Magistrates suggested that the Financial 
Commissioner should be instructed to 
substitute the land for the sea route, and 
that the men should be sent under escort 
to Peking. They further prayed that a 
memorial to this effect might be submitted 
to the Throne. The memorialist would 
observe that in the years 1876 and 1878, 
two batches of shipwrecked Coreans were 
sent northwards by sea, and nothing 
alarming happened, but as these men now 
aftirm that their Government forbids 
travelling by steamer, the prohibition was 
probably enacted after the despatch of the 
two batches above referred to. As the 
question of life and death is of the gravest 
importance, and the exercise of humanity 
should be catholic, it is obviously right 
that the old method of procedure should 
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be reverted to. ‘Ofticers, civil and military, 
have accordinyly been told off to convoy the 
men overland, passing them on from pro- 
vince to province until they reach Peking, 

‘from whence they can be repatriated. 
Thus will the tenderness and deepsympathy 
with which the Sacred Dynasty regards 
those from afar be widely exercised. ‘The 
memorialist has communicated with the 
different provincial Governments and 
written to the Board on the subject. It 
is further his duty respectfully to submit 
this matter to His Majesty conjointly 
with the Governor-General. The Grand 
Council were honoured with the following 
Rescript. It is noted. 

June 10th.—(1) A decree. Chi Ko and 
Pi Tao-yuan, Superintendents of the 
Imperial Granaries, request that orders 
may be given for greater care to be taken 
in the selection of the quality of the tribute 
rice sent to Peking. Some time since the 
Governor of Kiangsu requested that the 


Superintendents of Granaries might be. 


directed to make due allowance when 
passing and taking delivery of the tribute 
rice from that province sent by sea 
for the present year. A certain allowance 
cannot but be made for inclemency of 
weather, that due compassion may be 
shown for the common people, who have 
to provide the tribute rice, but the present 
instalment is pulpy and soft in consequence 
of long storage. If the officers respunsible 
for the collection of tribute rice are to be 
lax in its selection because certain allowance 
is to be made for accidents of weather 
when taking delivery of it, due considera- 
tion cannot be said to be paid to the 
exigencies of the public supply. Tue 
Governor in question will give strict 
orders to the Grain Commissioner and 
to those territorial authorities in whose 
jurisdiction there is a levy of grain 
tribute, as well as to the ofticial agents who 
take delivery thereof, to be extremely 
careful in future to inspect all consign- 
ments which they receive, and see that the 
kernels are dry, round and clean. 

(2) Joint memorial from the Governor- 
General of the ‘'wo Kuang Provinces, the 
Governor of Kuangtung, and the Superin- 
tendent of Customs at Canton, reporting 
the transmission of the first intalment of 
the subsidy from the Canton Customs for 
the present year. The fullowing is the 
assessment of the Canton Customs for the 


year 1881 :— Tis. 
Duty on imports by sea ......... 200,000 
Do. Surplus Assessinent......... 60,000 
Subsidy fur the Peking Field 
FPOrCO cisecescescsecesseceseeceeenes 45,000 
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Subsidy for Jung Ch’iian’s Force 
at Tis. 1,200 per mensem ...... 
Additional for Jung UCh’iian’s 
Force at ‘I'ls. 2,500............006 
Subsidy for Cavalry in Kirin 
and Hé-luny-kiany............... 
Re-fund on Fuhkien Loan in 
instalments af Tls. 2,000 (the 
number of instalments not 
BeatEd) ...cccsccsccvcsscsecseeesences 
For the Manufacturing Depart- 
ment, Office of Imperial House- 
HOLA? sisi scscacseseesedssesveseecevess 


14,400 
30,000 
50,000 


2,000 


Toll .ccdcvescesceseeds Tls. 756,400 
Of this amount Tls. 168,600 have been 
remitted in bills under charge of a 
weiyuan, who has been directed to proceed 
to Peking by the sea route and report 
himself at the Board of Revenue and the 
Office of the Imperial Household respec- 
tively. He will then await a summons from 
either Department to pay over the amounts 
intended for each, which are stated 
categorically in the memorial. 


June 11th.—{1) The following appoint- 
ments are announced :— Governor of 


Kiangsu, Li  P’ei-ching, FRI Be 


Director-General of Grain Transport, Chou 
Héng-ch’i Ae Governor of Shan- 
tung, Jén ‘Tao-jung FER; Financial 
Commissioner of Chihli, Sung Chiin $ya/BR; 


Judge of Kuangsi, Kuo Ying, BR; 
Military Assistant Governor of Ili, Shéng 
T’ai FR. 

(2) Memorial from Liu Chin-t’ang, 
Military Administrator of the New 
Dominion, and Acting Imperial High 
Commissioner. During the ten and more 
years that Yakvoob Beg, chief of the 
Andijani rebels, was in fraudulent occupa- 
tion of the New Dominion, the strong preyed 
upon the weak, and the peyple were ina 
state of absulute subjection. afl the murders 
committed by the turbaned Mussulmans 
were paid fur by the murderers, who 
gave sums varying from a few taels to 
several tens of taels per head to the families 
of their victims. There was never a 
question of expiating these crimes by the 
forfeit of a life for a life. Money was the 
sole aim and object of Yakoub Beg, and 
under his rule this condi.ion of thinzs so 
much worse that murder was regarded as 
child’s play by people of substance and 
affluence, and robbery and pillage were rife 
throughout this region, In the year 1877 
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the memorialist commenced his march 
of conquest, advancing from Taksun into 
Kashgaria, and as each city was retaken, he 
sent for the inhabitants and demonstrated 
to them how the rule of this Empire 
would be maintained on the basis of 
justice and severity, and told them that 
they must abandon their foul habits if they 
would preserve themselves 
families from hurt. He further directed 
the various chieftains to carry this warning 
from house to house, and to lead the people 
in the right way, promising them that a 
continuance in their evil practices and failure 
to repent them of their sins would result 
in immediate and condign punishment ; 
also that concealinent of crime on the part 
of the chieftains would subject them to 
punishment simultaneously with the actual 
offenders. ‘I'so ‘l'sung-t’ang, the Governor- 
General of Shénsi and Kansu, then 
had a larve number of copies of the 
‘* Imperial Edict” in sixteen sections, with 
the ainplification thereof attached, printed 
and distributed amongst the public schools 
in the aifferent cities for recitation there, 
as well as amongst the Begs and chieftains 
of high and low degree. He further 
ordered that these edicts should be read 
aloud in all the villages for the information 
and edification of the people. The results of 
this system are to be seen of late in a slight 
decrease in the lawlessness and brutality 
that formerly characterised these people, 
but there are still amongst them those who 
care naught for death aud commit murders, 
killing one or more individuals at a time-; 
others, again, who band together for pur- 
poses of brigandage. |= Unpardonable 
crimes as these are punished with sum- 
mary execution, martial law being still 
maintained, as the country has been too 
recently recovered to do otherwise. Crimes 
of a lighter nature are punished by 
imprisonment for long or short terms, the 
imposition of the cangue, or infliction of 
the bamboo, as the case may be. The 
offenders are liberated on bail at the expiry 
of their sentences, and proclamations 
setting forth the nature of their crimes 
in plain and simple language, with the 
penalties they have brought down, are 
posted in the markets, towns, and busy 
thoroughfares, as well as atthe scene at 
which the crimes was committed, in the 
hope that others may take warning and 
amend their ways. The proper mode of 
procedure in cases of robbery and murder 
would be to forward the offenders to 
the supreme authority of the district or 
region for trial and punishment. This, 
however, is a matter of impossibility 
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in the case of a region like Kashgaria 
or Sungaria, which, only recently 
reconquered, are sparsely inhabited, and 
the cities in them far distant from each 
other. ‘There are not troops enough to 
furnish escorts for the prisoners, who 
would have to be conveyed over long tracts 
of deserts or depopulated regions. Weat- 
wards frout T'urfan there are no territorial 
authorities ; only the different ‘‘reorganisa- 
tion agencies” which are unprovided with 
clerks or runners, or secretaries acquainted 
with the law. ‘lhe latter cannot be induced 
to go to, in their opinion, such dangerous 
and out-of-the-way -places. There is 
again, 10 prison accommodation for the 
housing of criminals on the march, while 
a serious obstacle to uniformity of proce- 
dure under present conditions is the 
diversity of language, literature, habits, 
thoughts and dress’ of the different 
tribes that inhabit this region, In Kashgaria 
there are turbaned Buruts, next in number 
to whom come the Mongols, then the 
Chinese Mahomedans. In Sungaria there 
are the Khirghis, who are the most 
numerous, the Mongolian and Chinese 
Mahomedans, and the turbaned Mahome- 
dans, with a feeble remnant of Manchus 
and Chinese scattered sparsely over this 
region. The heterogeneous colllection of 
people who have long disregarded the sacred 
teaching have only just been hedged in, 
so tu speak, and, like a herd of wild horses 
newly driven into an enclosure, they 
cannot all at once be brought under 
subjection and control. The question as 
to how to deal with criminal cases in this 
region has given the memorialist much 
anxious thought, for a rigid adherence to 
the letter of the law where distances are so 
great, communication so difficult, and 
delays consequently so inevitable, would 
cause punishment to follow so long after 
crime that all recollection of the crime 
would have passed out of the minds 
of the people—for whose warning punish- 
ment is inflicted,—by the time that 
the penalty came to be imposed. ‘The 
memorialist last year consulted the Grand 
Secretary Tso on this matter, and his 
advice was to allow the reorganisation 
committee to deal with crimes of violence 
on the spot, and report their action for the 
approval of their superior officers until 
such time as the New Dominion should be 
constituted a province of the Empire, and 
the regular system of judicial procedure 
could be put in force. The memorial 
concludes with a prayer that His Majesty 
will sanction for the time being a modi- 
fication of the procedure in cases of crimes 
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of violence that is compulsory in the 
eighteen provinces, so far as the New 
Dominion is concerned. — Granted by 
Rescript. 

June 12th.—(1) (Court Circular.) The 
Governor of Shun-t’ien reports a rainfall of 
over five inches of saturation in the Metro- 
pulitan district. 

(2) A decree committing to the Imperial 
Household for the determination of a 
penalty two Secretaries of the Armoury 
Oltice, through whose inattention several 
suits of armour were lately stolen from the 
Tun.z-hua Gate, inside the Forbidden City. 

(3) A decree committing to the Board 
for the determination of a penalty Wéu 
Ching and Chou K’ai-ming, the two 
Ceusvrs in charge of the southern division 
of the city, for recommending undeserving 
persons for marks of Imperial approbation. 

(4) A decree with regard to a Secretary 
aud two writers in the Palace Stud Depart- 
ment, They are accused of drawing money 
for the maintenance of horses which were 
never under their charge, and of various 
other malpractices. These charges have 


not as yet been substantiated, but the | 


accused have all three been denounced on 
previous occasions and clearly caunvt be 
men of honest character. They aro at once 
to vacate their posts and a strict inquiry 
into their autecedents is to be instituted. 
(5) A loug memorial from the President 
of the Board of Punishments, on the great 
delay in the settlement of important 
criminal cases in the provinces. It has 
hitherto been the practice to allow a tixed 
period of time within which cases are to 
be disposed of. For example, in ordinary 
cases of homicide six mouths is allowed ; 
that is tu say, three months for the 
preliminary hearing by the district or 
department Ma istrate before he reports to 
the Preiect; one month for subsequent 
inquiry by the Prefect; one month for 
the trisl before the Provincial Judve; aud 
one mouth for the final hearing of the 
Governor, who then communicates his 
decision to the Buoard and submits his 
memorial to the Throne. In very grave 
cases vf murder or robbery with violence, 
and in all cases sent down from Peking 
for reliearing, four months only is allowed. 
But in the ordinary course of things no 
report is sent in to the Board until the 
teri has elapsed, when either the closing 
of the case is reported, or, as too 
frequently happens, application is made on 
one or more grounds for the extension of 
the term fur its settlement. The result of 
this is that cases originally simple grow 
complicated, notorious criminals die in 
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prison instead of being executed as a public 
warning, innocent persons are detained 
and ruined, and the ends of justice are 
completely defeated. Memorialist proposes 
to remedy this state of things by calling on 
the provincial governments for a monthly 
report of all grave cases that are at the 
time pending in any of the provincial 
Courts. Such a report will materially 
strengthen the hands of the central Govern- 
ment, and enable them to watch each trial 
through all the phases of its hearing, see 
exactly where the delay occurs, and visit 
the delinquent with due severity.—Sve 
Gazette of 2ud June, 

June 13th —{(1) The Governor-General of. 
the Hukuang requests that the | aotai of the 
Haukow district may be temporarily excused 
the duty of presenting himself at Court. 
There is a great pressure of business at 
this season of the year in connection with 
the sale of the new crop of tea. The 
Taotai, in addition to his other duties, is 
charged with that of superintending the 
collection of barrier duties, and there is no 
other officer at the moment competent 
to take his place. Granted by Rescript. 

(2) The same officer reports the arrival at 
Wu-chang Fu, on the 15th of April, of the 
Annamese Envoy and suite, with presents 
for the Emperor of China. Memorialist 
entertained the Euvoy and his staff, and 
bestowed suitable gifts upon all his atten- 
dants. As travelling by boat would con- 
siderably lengthen the Journey, memorial- 
ist, on the 22nd April, despatched the 
Envoy by road under a proper escort. 
Fan Kuvo-t’ai, the Lieut.-Colonel in charge 
of the party, now reports that the Euvoy 
arrived safely at Hsin-yaug Chou, in 
Honan, on the 3rd of May, aud was met 
there by a Honan officer appointed to 
conduct him further on his way. The 
journey was accomplished without accident, 
and all the necessaries required by the 
Envoy were duly supplied by the Lieut.- 
Colonel. 

June 14th.—(1) Tséug Chi-tsé, ( the 
Marquis ‘I'séng) is appointed Vice-Director 
of the Imperial Clan Cuurt. 

(2) Ch’un Kuang, newly appointed 
Superintendent of Customs at Canton, 
reports that he took over the seals of 
office upon the 17th of April last. 

(3) The Governor of Shansi reports the 
despatch of the second instalment of the 
subsidy due to Peking for the present year, 
The total assessment for the year is Tls, 
400,000, of which Tls. 50,000 have already 
been sent forward. He has now to report 
the despatch of another Tis. 50,000 under 
charge of an expectant District Magistrate. 
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June 15th.—( Court Circular.) The 
Governor of the Metropolitan Prefecture 
reports the capture of five individuals 
concerned in the theft of armour from the 
building above the Tung-hua Gate. 

N» documents of importance. 

June 16th.—(1) Memorial from the 
Governor of Shantung, praying that no 
more expectants of office may, for the time 
being, be sent forward to his province. 

There are eight ‘Taotaiships and ten Pre- 
fectures in Shantung, appointments to 
which are generally made by special selec- 
tion, while three of the Prefectures are 
open t» officials employed on river works, 
as well as to the regular expectants. At 
the present moment there are over thirty 
expectant Taotais and Prefects of the minor 
grades. The following is a list of the 
appointments, with the number of expec- 
tants of each class. 

Vacan- Appoint- 
cies, ments, 


Sub-Prefects, with District and 


Department Magistrates... .. 120 270 
Minor offices .......cescecsscsesecees 192 650 
Salt Department ..............0008 13 120 


In spite of this enormous excess of 
expectants over vacancies more continue 
to come, the monthly arrivals ranging 
from a few individuals to several tens. 
Most of these expectants are living in the 
provincial capital with nothing whatever to 
do. Shantung is at the best of times a 
poor province, and the economies that 
have of late been introduced, entailing the 
withdrawal of many agencies, has consider- 
ably reduced the number of special appoint- 
ments that fall to the share of these 
expectants. Murmurs from the unemployed 
are loud and constant, while those who do 
at last succeed in getting something to do 
are so heavily in debt that it is almost 
hopeless to expect them to be clean- 
handed. Cases of defalcation in the 
accounts of territorial officials have of late 
been very frequent, and as the matter is 
one that seriously concerns Imperial as well 
as popular interests, the memorialist, after 
careful deliberation with his staff, has 
come to the conclusion that as most of the 
provinces have obtained sanction to the 
temporary cessation of drafts of expectants, 
unless Shantung follows suit, the indi- 
viduals who have been disappointed in 
securing a footing in other provinces will 
over-run Shantung. Under these circum- 
stances he would pray that the Board may 
be instructed to send no more expectants 
of office to Shantung for two years to 
come. He would further request that 
those officers already appointed to Shan- 
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tung may be allowed to exchange into 
another province without payment of the 
customary transfer fee. Referred to the 
Board of Civil Office. 

June 17th.—(1) A decree ordering the 
committal of Ching Jui, General of the 
Ma-lan Chén Division, to the Board for the 
determination of a penalty. This officer 
has been denounced by the Prince of Ch’un 
for commencing to cut down trees to form a 
road to the Mausoleum of the late Empress 
before the date fixed by the astrologers. 

(2) The Governor of Shantung reports 
the despatch of ten officers with remittances 
to Peking, on various accounts, amounting 
in all to T'ls. 226,810. 

With the exception of the report of a 
case of murder from Hupeh, in which a 
wife poisoned her husband at the instiga- 
tion of her paramour, and has been executed 
by the ling ch’th process, the remainder of 
the documents in this day’s Gazette are of a 
formal nature. 

June 18th.—(1) A decree issued by Her 
Majesty the Empress Regent. Li Hung- 
chang has submitted a memorial in reply 
to Our commands, in which he enumerates 
the steps that have been taken at one time 
and another to keep in order the water- 
ways of Chihli. The water system of the 
metropolitan province, he states, vitally 
concerns the interests of the Empire and 
the people, and year after year measures 
have been taken to maintain its efficiency, 
important repairs having been gradually 
undertaken at points where they were most 
needed. The expense of these works, 
however, is so great that nothing has been 
attempted on a wholesale scale, and a 
review of effurts in past years convinces 
him that at the present time this work 
can only be accomplished by gradual stages, 
We command the Prince of Kung and the 
Prince Ch’un to consider the circumstances 
in concert with Tso Tsung-t’ang and Li 
Hung-chang, and to take such steps from 
time to time as shall appear to them best, 
after due deliberation, 

(2) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kuang Provinces and the Governor of 
Kuangtung report the despatch of 
Tls. 92,310, being the second instalment 
of the subsidy due to Peking from the 
salt revenue of Kuangtung for. the present 
year. In reporting the despatch of this 
sum the memorialists incidentally quote 
an Imperial decree, which fixes the total 
revenue from the provinces due to Peking 
for the present year at Ts. 7,050,000. 

(3) Memorial from the Governor-General 
at Canton, applying, at the instance of the 
Salt Commissioner and Provincial Judge, 
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for sanction to an arrangement under which 
officers engaged in the prevention of salt 
smuggling, whether in the inner or outer 
waters of Kuangtung, or on land, shall be 
allowed to carry arms supplied by the 
authorities, and shall be held blameless in 
the event of their killing any one forming 
one of a large gang of smugglers attempting 
organised resistance. This immunity is 
aot extended to cases where the number of 
smugglers are few, or they are unarmed. 
The application is prompted by the increase 
of smuggling by large gangs of armed men, 
which necessitates the adoption of severe 
measures for its suppression.—Granted by 
Rescript. 

June 19th.—(Court Oircular.) The 
Board of Ceremonies report the arrival in 
Peking of the Annamese Envoy. 

The Governor of Shun-t’ien reports a 
rainfall of over three inches of saturation 
in the Metropolitan District. 

(1) A decree. The Oourt of Censors 
have forwarded an appeal presented by a 
district Magistrate of Eiacacu: Appellant 
states that whilst in office he was forcibly 
robbed of $4,000 odd by some miscreants 
whom he succeeded in apprehending, but 
whom the Prefect wrongfully released. 
When the time came for him to hand over 
his accounts to his successor he could not 
get together a sufficient sum of money 
and was deprived of his rank and impri- 
soned. From this confinement he escaped 
and laid his case before the Censorate. 
Let the high authorities of Kiangsu care- 
fully inquire into the truth of his story 
and report. 

(2) The Governor of Chékiang reports that 
the balauce of last year’s tribute rice due 
from his province is now at Tsung-ming 
Haien, loaded and awaiting a favourable 
wind to put to sea. The yearly requisition 
in the case of Chékiang is 505,000 piculs, 
of which 357,400 piculs have already been 


forwarded as reported in previous memo- 


rials. There are still some smaller contribu- 
tions due on different accounts, which will 
be collected and sent on as soon as possible. 

(3) The same officer reports the trans- 
mission of Tls. 60,000 to Peking, being the 
second instalment of the Tls. 290,000 at 
which the salt gabelle and lekin dues of 
the province of Ohékiang are assessed for 
this year. 

(4) The same officer reports the death of 


Brigade-General Wang Chi EH. The 
career of the deceased officer had been an 
exceedingly brilliant one. He had risen 
gradually from the ranks to the position he 
held at the time of his death. He had borne 
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part in almost every engagement with the 
rebels in the South, and every commander 
he served under awarded him the highest 
prize for valour. No wall is said tu have 
been able to stand before him, and his body 
was scarred with wounds thick as the scales 
on a fish. In 1870 he was appointed, with 
two others, to patrol the coast of Qhi 
nan, and from that time till his death he 
was unremitting in his attention to his 
duties. He inspired the rough population 
on the seaboard with the greatest awe, and 
sea monsters, the story went, hid them- 
selves at his approach. Latterly he had 
been failing in strength, though he was 
fain to conceal his ailments, till on his 
return some time since from a cruise he 
took quietly to his bed and expired. He 
had indeed been a tower of strength to his 
sovereign, and memorialist believes that 
even the troublous times in which his lot 
was cast, scarcely afforded scope for the 
full exercise of his powers. The usual 
posthumous honours are requested and 
granted. 

(5) Memorial from the Governor-General 
of the Two Kiang, on the constantly recur- 
ring question of the supply of Hupeh with 
salt. A compromise was last year suggested 
by which half the licenses should be issued 
to Huai-an traders, and half to Szechuen- 
ese, (see Gazette of ith Oct. 1880). Memo- 
rialist now finds that the Szechuen yin 
weighs more than that of Huai-an, and that 
the Szechuen manufactories are thereby 
enabled to dispose of considerably more 
salt than the rival manufactory of Huai-an. 
He begs that the weights used on both 
sides be adjusted to a uniform standard, 
and the equilibrium thus restored.—Refer- 
red to the Board. 

June 20th.—(1) Postscript memorial from 
Li Hung-chang. The Taotai of Tientsin 
recently reported to the memorialist that a 
trading junk laden with tribute rice from 
Yang-hu Hsien, in Kiangsu, and carrying 
ordinary cargo and passengers as well, 
which left Woosung on the 23rd of March, 
was blown on toa sandbank at the mouth 
of the Peiho river on the 13th of April 
last. It appears that on that day a heavy 
N.W. gale suddenly sprang up and blew . 
the junk on to a saudbank, where she 
started her bottom planking: the bulk- 
heads gave way and all the cargo was 
scattered, the frame of the vessel floating 
away and leaving all the cargo in the 
water. The passengers and crew took 
to the boats and were rescued by a fishing 
craft, but nothing of the cargo was 
saved. The Magistrate of the Tientsin 
district was ordered to go to the scene of 
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the wreck with an officer from the Taky 
Forts, and they found that nothing 
remained of the junk or cargo. Enquiry 
showed that the loss of the vessel was not 
the result of careless navigation, nor was 
the wreck intentionally brought about to 
conceal any irregularities, such as theft 
of cargo, etc. It being the rule that 
when vessels carrying tribute rice are lost 
from causes beyond control, the value of 
the rice so lost shall not be demanded from 
the junk-owner, the memorialist, having 
satisfied himself that the above report is 
correct, begs to make the usual application 
for immunity from reparation. script : 
Let the Board concerned take note. 

' (2) The same officer renews an applica- 
tion that no expectants of office may be 
sent forward to his province for another 
year, the previous year of exemption 
sanctioned by the Board expiring on the 
11th of July next.—Referred to the Board 
of Civil Office. 

June 21st.—(1) A decree in answer to 
an application from a Censor that returns 
may be published. of the amounts drawn 
from the Board of Revenue by the Office 
of the Imperial Household in the year 
1875, and on a recent occasion. The Censor 
declares that he has reason to suspect that 
silver issued at a certain weight in the 
first instance was entered on the books of 
the Office of the Imperial Household at a 
different weight. Effect is ordered to be 
given to his application. 

(2) With an unimportant exception, 
the whole of this day’s Gazette is occupied 
with a report from the Governor of Shansi 
of the result of an enquiry into the conduct 
of a former sub-Prefect of P’ing-ting Chou, 
in that province, against whom charges 
were brought of malversation in connection 
with the distribution of famine relief. He 
was denounced by an anonymous now 
individual on four counts :— 

1—That he appropriated four hundred 
piculs of grain left over at the close of the 
distribution of relief. 

2—That he purposely delayed publica- 
tion of the Imperial proclamations granting 
immunity from taxation in afflicted districts. 

3—That he purposely screened the 
defendant in a lawsuit, and neglected to 
hold an inquest on the body of a man who 
committed suicide in consequence of a false 
accusation brought against him by the 
said defendant. 

4—That he countenanced the sale of 
women and girls in his jurisdiction, by 
brokers from other places. All these 
charges are gone into at great length, and 
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the memorialist shows that with one 
slight exception, they are all untrue. 
The sub-Prefect, who is now in mourning 
for his mother, did not appropriate the 
balance of the grain, but sold it, and the 
money is still in hand. He did not 
neglect to issue the Imperial proclama- 
tions the day after their receipt, except in 
one instance in which he was doubtful 
whether the immunity applied to his 
penance, and waited for instructions. 

e held no inquest on the suicide at the 
express request of the relatives of the 
deceased, but in this he was wrong and 
should be committed to the Board for a 
penalty. The sale of women and girls 
was not, as stated, made by brokers, but 
with the free will of their relatives, who 
preferred to part with them rather than 
see them starve. 

June 22nd.—(1) The two Censors of the 
Southern Division of Peking beg that they 
may be punished for an act of carelessness. 
Some time since a ringleader of a gang 
of robbers was captured and beheaded 
at Peking. One Chang Shih-ch’uan, a 
jail warden in the Southern Division, 
represented to. memorialists that he had 
been the chief party concerned in the 
apprehension of the criminal. Memorialists, 
without due inquiry into the facts, rashly 
recommended him for a mark of Imperial 
approbation. The mistake was at once 
detected and reported by the Censors of 
the Eastern Division of the city, in which 
quarter the actual apprehender of the 
criminal resides. Memorialists have no 
excuse to plead in extenuation, and beg 
that they may be punished. They have 
been committed to the Board by decree 
earlier issued for the determination of a 
penalty. 

(2) Memorial from the Governor of Yiin- 
nan, praying that the Magistrate of the 
Chiang-ch’uan District may at once be 
cashiered and placed on his trial for barbar- 
ously beating three prisoners, who shortly 
afterwards died of the wounds thus inflicted. 
Torture, memorialist observes, should only 
be applied in grave cases of murder or rob- 
bery with violence. In other cases the 
truth should be elicited by careful question- 
ing.—Rescript: Noted. 

June 23rd.—(1) A memorial from the 
Superintendents of the Imperial Granaries 
with reference to the last consignment of 
tribute rice forwarded by sea from Kiangsu. 
They had been informed by the Board of 
Revenue that the Governor of that province 
had memorialised His Majesty ptaying that 
some allowance might be made this year 
for the condition of the rice which, owing 
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to accidents of weather, was pulpy in 
quality. When the rice reached T’ung- 
chow and the memorialists proceeded to 
inspect it prior to taking delivery, they 
found that although it was not absolutely 
mildewed, the kernel was pulpy and far 
from clean. Now it is essential for rice 
that has to be stored for any length of 
time that it should be hard, dry and 
round, and although the memorialists 
are aware that conditions of climate in the 
south are at times beyond control, if the 
application of the Governor of Kiangsu is 
to be made a precedent it will be impossible 
to secure a proper supply of rice for the 
capital. In an exceptional case like the 
present the rice may be issued out of turn, 
but it is essential that positive orders be 
given that the application of the Governor 
of Kiangsu be not taken as a precedent. 
The memorialists then proceed to quote 
ancient decrees published in the official 
guide by which the grain tribute system is 
maintained, in support of their contention. 
—For decree see Gazette of 10th June. 

The remainder of this day’s Gazette is 
eccupied with memorials from different 
provinces denouncing various minor officials 
for incapacity and other shortcomings. 

June 24th.—(1) A decree acknowledging 
receipt of a memorial from Ting Pao-chén, 
Governor-General of Szechuen, who reports 
that a disastrous flood has occurred in the 
Yén-yiian district in that province, which 
has destroyed between seven and eight 
hundred houses and caused the death of 
about a thousand people. The flood was 
caused by a heavy fall of rain accompanied 
by hail, which occurred in April last. The 
Governor-General is directed to take imme- 
diate steps for the discovery of the extent 
of the damage and the number of lives 
lost, and is authorised to issue relief in 
proportion to the gravity of individual 
cases of distress, 

(2) A long memorial from the Grand 
Secretary Pao Yiin and Mao Ch’ang-hsi, 
Minister of the Taung-li Yamén, who were 
deputed to investigate charges of fraud 


brought against certain officers connected - 


with the Imperial stables. Their enquiries 
have led to a partial substantiation 
of the charges preferred, and they recom- 
mend the dismissal of Kuang Shan, 
Secretary in charge of the Imperial Stables, 
and a writer under him. (See Gazettes of 
12th June, 6th and 26th April, and 23rd 
February.) 

(3) The Court of Censors report the 
receipt of a petition from one Hsieh Po- 
lun, a literary graduate from Auhui, who 
atates that his brother, Hsieh Pu-lin, having 
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taken objection to the ploughing up of a 
crop of beans belonging to him by one 
Chou Shih-hsi, the latter killed this 
brother and another one, as well as 
petitioner’s father.—Referred in the usual 
manner. 

June 25th.—(1) The Censorate report 
their decision in the case of Té Shéng, a 
Secretary in the Palace Stud Department. 
This official was accused of certain malversa- 
tions of public money, and on conviction 
was cashiered. He appealed against his 
sentence and the case was referred to the 
Court of Censors, who now, after a careful 
hearing, find that every count in his indict- 
ment can be substantiated by ample 
evidence.—Decree confirming this decision 
has already appeared. 

(2) The Governor of Kiangsi reports a 
double murder that has occurred in his 
province. The prisoner, a blind man, 
called T’u Ling-jun, belongs to the district 
Nam-ch’ang, where he has lived by advanc- 
ing small sums of money to the villagers. 
His next door neighbour, named Fan, was 
in his debt to the amount of 1,500 cash, to 
be repaid at some indefinite period. Some 
time since the two, who had always up to 
that time been on good terms, quarrelled 
about the purchase of some clothes, and 
the understanding between them was not 
improved by T’u demanding the repayment 
of his debt from Fan in the public street ; 
on which the latter snatched away the 
blind man’s staff and broke it in two, 
proceeding then to knock off his hat and 
run away. This insult rankled in the 
breast of T’u, and he determined to wipe it 
out in the other’s blood. For a long time 
no opportunity presented itself. At last, 
however, he ascertained that his enemy was 
going to the capital on business, whither 
he preceded him, taking up his quarters at 
the inn he knew that Fan frequented. 
Here he provided himself with a dagger 
and engaged a bed on the firat story. 
Nine or ten days after, Fan arrived and 
secured a bed in a room opposite the 
blind man’s, As his room, however, was 
inconveniently full the firat night, he 
walked into the opposite one and lay down 
to sleep, so it happened, on the very 
next bed to that of T’u. Waiting till the 
heavy breathing of his adversary assured 
him that he was asleep, the blind man 
softly removed the counterpane with his 
left hand, whilst with the right he dealt 
him ten or more blows with the dagger, 
wounding him in all parts of the body and 
killing him almost immediately. Roused 
by the groans of the dying man, one of his 
brothers came to his assistance and seized 
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the murderer by the queue, on which the 
other struck out wildly at him inflicting 
some slight wounds, till, finding he was 
bent on securing him, he stabbed him 
fatally in the throat and escaped through 
the door. Subsequently, however, he 
delivered himself up to the authorities and 
made a full confession. He has been 
branded on the left cheek and sentenced, 
subject to the Imperial confirmation, to 
summary decapitation.—Rescript: Let the 
Board of Punishments deliberate at once 
and report. 

June ee A decree granting per- 
mission to Ch’i Yuan, Governor of Shéng- 
king, to come to Peking for audience. 
Jén Fu is to act for him during his absence. 

(2) Memorial from the Governor-General 
at Nanking, reporting the death of the 
mother of Wi Yuan-ping, Governor of 
Kiangsu, at his official residence on the 1st 
of June. The Governor, as is usual in such 
cases, has locked up his seal, and deputed 
the Financial Commissioner to carry on 
the routine duties of the post pending 
reference to His Majesty for permission to 
vacate his post and observe the usual 
period of mourniny. The memorialist 
ventures to hope that there will be no 
delay in appointing an officer to the post. 

(3) A memorial from the Imperial 
Armoury Office, submitting a list of the 
number of suits of armour worn at reviews 
held by the Emperur and supposed to be 
stored over the Tung-hua Gate of the 
Imperial city, with particulars as to the 
number of suits missing or damaged. The 
loss by theft of a certain number of these 
suits of armour having been reported to 
His Majesty, a return of those in store 
was called for, and the memorialists now 
beg to report that the officers in charge of 
the armour have informed them that 
there should be 14,028 suits of brass 
studded armour, consisting of casque and 
cuirass, which are stored in eighteen 
large presses in the two-storied build- 
ing above the Tung-hua Gate. They 
find that there are twenty-two cuirasses 
missing, and twenty-five either damaged 
or incomplete; that twelve casques are 
missing, and twenty-six are either damaged 
. orincomplete. Of plumes for these casques 
there should be 17,528, stowed in eight 
boxes. Of these plumes 101 are missing, 
and 1,236 are either damaged or incomplete. 
There should be eight hundred suits of old 

ded doublets with helmets, worn by the 

nm chiin divisions of the eight Banner 
Corps, which are stowed in two presses. 
Sixty-four suits are missing of these, and 
are damaged or incomplete ; none 
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of the helmets are missing. Wrappers, 
covers to boxes, and other miscellaneous 
properties are also found to be missing. 
Iu commenting upon this report the 
memorialists observe that although the 
Secretary in charge of the armour is not 
technically responsible for its safe custody, 
they consider that his want of supervision 
should be marked by the infliction of a 
penalty. ‘hey append a list of the armour 
and other articles that are missing, and 
would explain that the delay in the 
submission of this report is due to the 
large number of articles that had to be 
inspected. 

June 27th.—No documents of import- 


ance. 
June 28th.—(1) A decree. The Office 
of the Imperial Household have submitted 


a report in obedience to command. They 
state that payments into the Treasury of 
the Privy Purse are reckoned at Treasury 
weight, and that payments from the 
Treasury of the Privy Purse are issued at 
‘Metropolitan weight,” and occasionally at 
*‘ market weight.” The balance in favour 
of the Treasury of the Privy Purse that 
this system creates is applied to the pur- 
chase of stationery and the payment of 
anti-extortion allowances; any sums left 
over being credited to the public account. 
The Secretary who superintends the issue 
of payments has not the power of 
sanctioning or disallowing applications for 
payment, and can have no collusion with 
his subordinates. The sum of Tis. 
400,000 issued by the Board for specified 
payments, which has led to the query 
which the Office has been called upon 
to answer, has been employed in the 
most sparing manner possible. There has 
been no application for funds in excess of 
the amount required, and on evéry occasion 
that money has been received from the 
Board, special accounts have beeu kept for 
each sum so drawn, and on the conclusion of 
the work for which the money was drawn, 
a statement is invariably submitted to His 
Majesty. This being the case, the matter 
need not be pursued farther. (See Gazette 
of 28th ane 

(2) Chang Chih-t’ung is appointed Seore- 
tary of the Grand Secretariat, with brevet 
rank as Vice-President of the Board of 
Ceremonies. 

(3) Memorial from the Commandant of 
the Peking Gendarmerie, reporting the 
arrest of four individuals concerned in the 
theft of padded doublets from the armoury 
store above the Tung-hua Gate, and of brass 

utter-pipes from the wall of the Forbidden 
ity. o of two receivers: of the 
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stolen property. One of these men bears 
tattoo marks on his face showing that 
he has thrice been sentenced to banish- 
ment, and another has tattoo marks show- 
ing that he has once been sentenced to 
banishment. Although they have made a 
detailed confession of their guilt it is 
impossible to accept their statement as 
correct, and the memorialist has therefore 
to pray that they may be handed over to 
the Board of Punishments to be formally 
tried, 

(4) The Governor-General of the 
Hukuang Provinces reports the despatch of 
an officer with a remittance of Tis. 10,000, 
being the second instalment of the Tls. 
100,000 at which the lekin on salt in the 
province of Hupeh is assessed for the 
present year. 

June 29th.—With the exception of an 
announcement from the Governor-General 
at Wu-ch’ang, to the effect that Tls. 10,000, 
being a second instalment of the Tls. 50,000 
due this year from the salt lekin to the 
Imperial Household, has been sent to 
Peking, the whole of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with a memorial from the 
Governor of Anhui. An expectant Taotai 
in that province having been denounced 
by a person whose name is suppressed, for 
having failed to report the fact that his 
nephew was serving in the same province, 
and the Taotai of the Féng, Ying, Liu, Ssti 
Circuit having been accused by the same 
individual of extorting fees for his expenses 
while engaged on an inspection of the 
frontier, also with putting an innocent 
man to death; the Governor was called 
upon for a report. He states that an 
inspection of the ancestral record with 
which the Taotai and his so-called nephew 
are furnished shows that they are not 
related to each by ties of consanguinity 
within the prescribed limits, being 
descended only from a common ancestor 
nine generations back. Also that the 
so-called nephew is not serving directly 
under the Taotai, who is employed on 
police duty, and has no territorial jurisdic- 
tion. He considers, however, that the Taotai 
was guilty of extreme carelessness in not 
stating distinctly upon his arrival in the 
cee in what relation the District 

agistrate stood to him. As regards the 
charge of extortion against the Taotai of 
the Féng, Ying, Liu, Sst Circuit, whose 
- name is Jén n-shéng, the memorialist 
finds that while engayed on the tour of 
inspection referred to he took his own 
followers and horses with him, and 
demanded no supplies from the officers 
through whose jurisdiction he had to pass, 
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paying for everything himself. This con- 
clusion has been come to after making 
bata & at all the places along the line of 
route he took, so that there can be no 
doubt as to the acouracy of the statement. 
As regards the last charge, viz., that Jén 
Lan-shéng took on himself to put a person 
tv death in the T’ai-ho district, the 
memorialist has to report that the indivi- 
dual in question, stian-Ytian Kuan- 
ch’ing by name, had been taken red- 
handed in acts of brigandage with other 
members of an affiliated society, and had 
resisted capture. On the fact being reported 
to memorialist, he sent express orders to 
Jén Lan-shéng, who was near the spot, 
to go at once to the district and 
hold a second trial, and, if the man was 
found guilty, to have him summarily 
executed, as the people were in an excited 
state, and it was necessary to nip the 
elements of sedition in the bud. The 
Taotai went to the district town and tried 
this man and four others who were 
seized for the same offence, and, finding 
that the facts as elicited by him coincided 
in every particular with the report fur- 
nished by the Magistrate, he had them 
all executed on the spot. In conclusion, 
he prays that the expectant Taotai above 
referred to and the district Magistrate, 
who are descended from a common 
ancestor, may be committed to the Board 
for the determination of a penalty for 
failing to explain the relation in which 
aed stood towards each other. 
une 30th.—({1-2) Decrees directing the 
Board of Revenue to consider the returns 
penta by the Superintendents of Live 
tock and House Duty for the East and 
West Divisions of Peking respectively, of 
the collections for the present year, both 
of which show a deficit on the surplus © 
assessment, 

(3) The Governor-General of the 
Hu-Kuang Provinces reports the transmis- 
sion of the following instalments of the lekin 
revenue on salt to Peking. 


Assceament rf the year. 
20,000 150,000 
(4) The Governor of Honan also reports 


the despatch of the following: remittances 
on account of the land-tax collection :— 


Present remittance, 
Tis. 


Present remittance. Assessment for the year, 
Tis, Tis. 
30,000 200,000 

(Second instalment). 


(5-6) Kuang Ying, newly-appointed 
Superintendent of Imperial Manufactories 
at Hangchow, reports that he took over the 
seals of office on the 21st of May, and 


Wen K’uei, the outgoing Superintendent, 
that he gave over charge on that date, 
handing over the balance in hand to his 
successor. 

July 1st.—(1) Memorial from Li Hung- 
chang, Governor-General of Chihli, submit- 
ting his views, in answer to an Imperial 
decree, on the subject of the improvement 
of the water-ways of Chihli, the names of 
the Governor and Governor Adjoint of the 
Shun-t’ien Prefecture being associated with 
his own. He premises that the water 
system of the Metropolitan province is a 
matter that affects both Imperial and 
popular interests, and the question of their 
miaintenance in a due condition of efficiency 
is one that admits of no doubt. Ever 
since his appointment to the chief control 
of this province he has never failed 
to keep this fact before him, but his 
action has been restricted by locsl condi- 
tions and the want of funds, while the 
rivers and reservoirs have fallen into such 
a state of inefficiency that any attempt to 
restore them cannot now be attended with 
unmixed good. They have attracted atten- 
tion so far back as the Sung dynasty, right 
on to the time of the Minys, but the works 
attempted have not been attended with 
permanently beneficial results. At the 
close of the Sung dynasty, during the era 
of the northern Sung, one Ho Ch’éng-chii 
constructed a line of dykes on the level 
ground in the district of Hsiung and the 
sub-Prefecture of Pa Chow tu keep in the 
water and lead it into a reservoir, placing 
troops on the land in the vicinity of 
these dykes, who supported themselves by 
farming, and acted as a frontier force. 
The remains of this work are to be seen 
at the present day in the reservoirs known 
as the Tung-tien and Hsi-tien. At that 
time, however, the northern region was for 
the most part uninhabited, and the country 
beyond the dyke was occupied by a hostile 
Power, so that it was a matter of indiffer- 
ence whether this region beyond the dykes 
was flooded or suffered from drought. As 
time went on, population increased, and 
more and more country was brought under 
cultivation, until there was no waste land 
at all, and it became no longer possible to 
occupy a tract of country as an outpost for 
purposes of defence, and the control of the 
water system became a matter of extreme 
difficulty. During the present dynasty, 
the Emperors K’ang Hsi and Ch’ien Lung 
made repeated visits of inspection through 
the province, and themselves laid down 
rules fur the regularisation of the water 
system, puinting out the manner in which 
this object was to be secured ; and time 
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after time Princes and High Ministers were 
sent to carry out their directions. This 
continued during several scores of years, © 
until tens of millions of taels had been 
expended by the authorities or the people 
in the digging of canals or the construction 
of dykes, as the case might be, before the 
work could be carried to completion. 
Floods and droughts nevertheless occurred 
despite all this labour and expense ; as, for 
instance, the overflow of the Yung-ting 
River in the fifth year of Yung Chéng, 
twelve months after the completion of 
the works, and some thirty depart- 
ments or districts were flooded. At the 
same time the attempt to create a 
district of irrigable land proved a failure 
owing to the want of water necessary to 
irrigate it, and before long, in spite of the 
labour that had been expended, it became 
quite dry as before. The bed of this river 
is narrow and little land is available on 
either side for widening it, while the loose 
nature of the soil is continually causing 
landslips along its banks; added to which 
the current, which is very rapid, carries 
down with, it quantities of mud and sand 
which cause sand-banks to form, and the 
river banks, formed of loose earth, to cave 
in. In its upper waters the channel runs 
amongst high mountain ranges, and has the 
force of water poured from a house-top, 80 
that when the waters rise in consequence 
of heavy rains they come rushing down 
with tremendous force, filling for a time 
the rivers they feed to overflowing. When 
these freshets have subsided, the head of 
water is so insignificant, that in spring and 
winter vessels get a-round. The character 
of these rivers is widely different to that 
of the southern streams, the bed of 
which is deep, and the soil composing the 
banks of a consistency that will stand the 
strain of a heavy fall of water. The sources 
of these southern rivers, too, are remote, 
and there is no interruption to their flow, 
as in the north, at certain seasons of the 
year. The difficulty of maintaining an 
efficient water system in Chihli was 
appreciated by His Majesty the Emperor 
Ch’ien Lung, who acknowledged the failure ~ 
that repeated efforts in this direction had 
experienced, and since the reign of Ch’ien 
Lung the want of funds had precluded 
any serious efforts to improve the water 
system, which has gone on from bad to 
worse year by year. In the province of 
Chihli there are five large rivers, viz., the 
Yung-ting, Ta-ch’ing, Hu-t’o, and the 
northern and southern sections of the 
Grand Canal (the latter more commonly 
known as the Peiho, and the former as the 
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Grand Canal.) These five rivers have over 
sixty tributaries, all of which were 
originally furnished with sluices, weirs, 
and dykes, but there is not a single one 
of these now perfect, nora single one of 
’ the channels of derivation that drain or 
supply these tributaries which is not 
obstructed at some point or other. As 
the main rivers silt up, their beds get 
higher and higher; and the bed of the 
Yung-ting river in particular, which 
even in the days of Yung Chéng and 
Ch’ien Lung was already higher than the 
surrounding country, is now several tens 
of feet above the fields on either side of it. 


The four great reservoirs, again, known as. 


the han and pei Po, and the tung and hsi 
Tien, into which the waters from the S.W. 
aud N.W. respectively used to drain, have 
in part become plough land, so that the 
only outlet that now exists is that branch 
of the trifurcated system at Tientsin that 
meanders towards thesea. In ordinary times 
even, this outlet is insufficient, and during 
the high tides of autumn the stream is 
driven back, and, like a human body under 
analogous conditions, the whole system, 
from the throat downwards, suffers at every 
point. Hence, in years of heavy rainfall, 
the waters overflow in every direction and 
floods occur everywhere, being most felt 
in the four Prefectures of Shun-t’ien, 
Pao-ting, Tientsin and Ho-chien. 

The memorialist then proceeds to demon- 
atrate how impossible a task it would be 
to attempt the dredging of the five great 
rivers and the two reservoirs as contem- 

lated by the Grand Secretary Tso. Both 
he and his predecessor have considered 
the question very carefully, and have both 
found, the memorialist more particularly, 
that the task even of attacking the Yung- 
ting river from Lu-kou-chiao (where it is 
known as the Hun-ho) downwards, would 
entail such an immense expenditure of 
labour and money as:to deter him from 
even laying estimates before His Majesty 
that would amount to millions of taels ; and 
this is only one of the five rivers. He next 
proceeds to show that during the years he 
has been in office he has not been wanting 
in efforts to improve the water system ; 
efforts that have not failed to improve 
matters somewhat. A list of the work done 
by him occupied several pages of the 
Gazette, and he closes his report with a 
suggestion that nothing should be com- 
menced on a wholesale scale, for the few 
regiments of troops Tso Tsung-t’ang pro- 
poses should be used could never accomplish 
a tithe of the work, apart from the fact 
that the 20,000 men which compose the 
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army under memorialist’s direction could 
not be spared from their regular duties. 

July 2nd.—(1) The Governor-General of 
the Hu-Kuang provinces reports the trans- 
mission of T's. 30,000 to Peking, being the 
third instalment of Tls. 300,000, the amount 
at which the foreign Customs at Hankow is 
assessed for the present year. 

July 3rd.—(1) ‘T’u Tsung-ying, Governor 
of Honan, reports having resumed the 
duties of his post on the 6th of June on his 
return from the capital, where he was 
favoured with two audiences. 

(2) Memorial from Ying Chin, Censor of 
the Chékiang Circuit, calling attention to 
an apparent irregularity in the manner in 
which moneys drawn by the Office of the 
Imperial Hvuusehold from the Board of 
Revenue are accounted for by the former 
department. (For an explanation and 
refutation of these charges see Gazettes of 
21st and 28th June.) 


July 4th.—(Court Circular.) The Grand 
Secretary Tso Tsung-t’ang paid his respects 
on his return from Cho-chou. 


(1) A decree. For several days past a 
comet has been visible in the north-west, 
which We reverently take to be a warning 
indication from Heaven and accept with 
feelings of the deepest and most respectful 
awe. At the present time there are 
difficulties of many kinds to contend 
against, and the people are not at exse. 
It only remains for Ourselves and Our 
Ministers mutually to aid each other in the 
maintenance of an attitude of reverential 
watchfulness, cultivating a spirit of virtue, 
and examining Our shortcomings in the 
hope of invoking blessings and harmonious 
influences from Heaven, and. securing 
comfort to the black-haired race. Do 
all ye Ministers at Our Court then, 
each and all strive to be diliyent in the 
exercise of your respective functions, and 
with all your might put away from you the 
habits of perfunctoriness so long indulged 
in, assisting Us with true sincerity of 
heart, and uniting in a common effort to 
rescue your country from her difficulties. 
All provincial high authorities must posi- 
tively attempt to compass this object by 
genuine endeavour, and set to work in 
earnest to bring about reforms, seeking 
out the afflicted and the sorrowful in the 
villages and hamlets, and ministering to 
their comfort with their whole heart. 
Then it may be that as each day goes by 
perfection may be more nearly attained. 
Let them thus endeavour to second Our 
earnest feeling of reverential awe and Our 


wish, by the cultivation -of virtue and 
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habits of introspection, to acknowledge 
this sign from Heaven by deeds and not 
mere empty words. 

July 5th.—Memorial from Ting Pao-chén, 
Governor-General ‘of Szechuen, praying 
that a copper seal may be issued to the 
central transmission office of the provincial 
salt department situate at Lu-chow. 
Memorialist has already applied once for 
this seal, but the Board objected to his 
application as involving an innovation. 
The office in question is charged with the 
important duty of superintending the 
distribution of the salt throughout the 
whole area (comprising four provinces) of 
its sale. It has been established for three 
years, has numerous branch offices, and 
the revenue from duty and lekin that has 
already passed through its hands amounts 
to no less than Tis. 3,000,000. Under 
these circumstances it is important that 
the office should be in possession of a 
seal to avoid the delay which now 
results from the necessity of sending 
certificates to be stamped by the Salt 
Intendant. A wooden seal being easy to 
imitate, memorialist renews his application 
for a copper one.—Referred to the 
Board. 


(2) The same officer oper & most 
disastrous inundation at Ho-hsi in the 
district of Yén-yuan. Late on the evening 
of the 26th April, with scarcely any warn- 
ing, & violent thunderstorm broke over the 
place, accampanied by a perfect deluge of 
rain, hail, and lumps of snow ( 


In an hour the torrents came rushing 
down from the hills, and the water over 
the plain rose as high as ten feet or more, 
converting the street into a vast river and 
sweeping away seven or eight hundred 
houses. The hour being close on night- 
fall, but few of the inhabitants were able 
to escape, and it is estimated that more 
than a thousand perished in the flood. 
The storm continued without intermission 
for six hours. Memorialist has sent 
officers to the scene of the calamity 
to do their best towards helping the 
survivors, and he is anxiously awaiting 
further reports. A shock of earthquake, 
he adds, was experienced at the provincial 
capital on 7th May. Its direction was 
from N. to S., but it was so slight that 
many of the inhabitants did not notice it. 
—For decree see Gazette of 24th June. 

(3) The Governor of Kueichow applies 
for leave to deprive a military chi-jén, 
accused of murder, of his degree prepara- 
tory to putting him on his trial.—Granted 
by Rescript. 
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(4) The same officer reports the capture 
and execution by ling ch’th of the chief 
of an affiliated society who had long 
eluded pursuit. Memorialist has long 
ago reported the suppression of the 
society in question and the execution 
of its principal members. The chief, how- 
ever, called Chu Hung-tso, had contrived 
to escape to an almost inaccessible 
mountain, where he maintained himself for 
many months. Great efforts were made 
by the authorities to effect his capture, 
and their exertions have at last been 
crowned with success. At his trial the 
prisoner stated that he had been the dupe 
of a vagabond priest who had assured him 
that he recognised in him signs of a 
princely lineage, and that he was destined 
to wear acrown. Dazzled by this promise, 
he threw off his allegiance and headed a 
a body of rebels who were almost exter- 
minated before the district town of T’ung- 
tzi, to which place they had presumed to 
lay siege. Memorialist concludes by beg- 
ging for Imperial marks of favour to those 
officers who most contributed to the sup- 
pression of the society. 

July 6th.—(1) Postscript memorial from 
the Governor-General of Szechuen. T’ang 
Ch’iung, newly-appointed Taotai of the 
Ohien Ch’ang circuit, should by regula- 
tion report himself at the Board for 
presentation to His Majesty, but the 
memorialist is loth to spare him from his 
present duties as superintendent of the 
salt distribution office, an institution that 
has recently been organised and involves 
heavy responsibilities and much hard 
work. The Taotai in question has been 
engaged in this work for the past three 
years, and has acquitted himself so well 
that a great improvement in the revenue 
has been brought about. In a department 
the revenues of which are so large, however, 
abuses are rife, and it is much to be feared 
that his place would not be easily supplied. 
The memorialist therefore proposes, with 
His Majesty’s permission, to continue to 
detach him for this duty on his return 
from presentation at Court.—Rescript : It 
is noted. 

(2) The Governor-General at Foochow 
submits an application from the Magistrate 
of the Kuang-tsé district for permission to 
be transferred to the educational depart- 
ment, as he does not feel himself competent 
to perform magisterial duties. The 
memorialist, thouzh he has had no fault to 
find with the manner in which this officer 
has performed his duties as District 
Magistrate, feels it his duty to support his 
request, as it is made at the Magistrate's 


Oo 








Jury 6—9.] 





own instance, and he gives his increasing 
years as a reason for his wish to undertake 
duties of a less arduous and complicated 
nature.—Granted by Rescript. 

(3) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
the transmission of Tis. 50,000 to Peking, 
being the third instalment of the ‘Ils. 
250,000 at which the land-tax is assessed 
for the present year. 

July 7th.—{1) A decree sanctioning the 
transfer of the following officers to Chihli, 
at the request of Li Hung-chang, for 
employment on special service. Chang 


Hung-chiin (PES) Compiler of the 
Han-lin Yuan; and Chin Fu-tséng ( 


iia @) and Yuan Pao-ling (Se RES) 


expectant Taotais. 

(2) The Court of Sacrificial Worship 
reports that sacrifices should be offered in 
the Temple of the God of Fire on the 18th 
of July. Tsai Ying is appointed by 
Imperial decree to conduct the ceremonies. 

(3) The same Court reminds His Majesty 
that sacrifices should be offered in the 
Temple to Imperial Ancestry upon the 
23rd instant, the birthday of His Majesty 
the Emperor. Chin Ch’i is appointed to 
conduct the worship. 

(4) The same Court report that on the 
26th of July, the commencement of autumn, 
the periodical sacrifices should. be offered 
in the Imperial Ancestral Temple. The 
Prince of Su is appointed to conduct the 
ceremonies. Tsai Hsiin will conduct the 
ceremonies in the Inner Hall, and the 
Duke of Lien and En Cli’ ing those in the 
Eastern and Western Halls respectively. 

(5) A long memorial from the Comptroller 
of the Oftice of the Imperial Household, 
refuting the charges brought by a Censor to 
the effect that the returns of sums drawn by 
this Office from the Board of Revenue are 
falsified. A full summary of the explana- 
tions given in this memorial will be found 
in the decree published in the Gazette of 
3rd July. 

(6) Liu Kuang, Admiral of the Chieh 
Shih Division in Kuangtung, reports his 
return from a cruise of inspection in the 
waters enbraced in his jurisdiction. 

(7) Chang Tien-hsiung, Admiral of the 
Yang-chiang Division in the same province, 
reports that he is about to start on a cruise 
of inspection. 

July 8th.—(1) A decree. Ch’én Pao- 
shén, Deputy Supervisor of Instruction, 
submits a memorial with reference to the 
strange star, in which he prays that certain 
high officers may be censured and retired 
from the public service. Though he is 
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extremely earnest in what he says, he has 
nevertheless exceeded the bounds of what 
is proper in his censures. The Grand 
Secretary Pao Yiin has served on the Grand 
Council with energy for many years, 
and may be given the credit of having 
been guilty of no mistakes or omissions in 
the conduct of the various matters in 
which he has given his aid. Ch’én Pao- 
shén, moreover, can point to no positive 
proofs in support of his opinion that the 
Grand Secretary is pusillanimous, that he 
is artful in putting responsibility upon 
others, and is guilty of favouritism. That 
such grave censures as these should have 
been made, however, is a positive indica- 
tion that he must have shown a want of 
unanimity in his deliberations with Princes 
and high Ministers upon questions of every 
kind, and have failed to aid in furthering 
common interests. The Grand Secretary 
in question has been the recipient of 
Imperial favour in a very great degree, 
and as his faculties and powers are still 
vigorous it is his manifest duty ateadfastly 
to resolve loyally and uprightly to quit 
himself of his duty, in the hope of repaying 
these favours that have been showered upon 
him. All members of the Grand Council 
are under an obligation to bring [forward 
the worthy and weed out the worthless, in 
the performance of which duty they are 
bound to exercise the utmost forethought 
and care, strenuously avoiding habits of 
perfunctoriness, and rendering themselves 
worthy of the responsibilities that have 
been entrusted to them, by joining in a 
common effort to rescue the Empire from 
her difficulties. Wan Ching-li, President 
of the Board of Civil Office, has been 
engaged for years in the conduct of the 
work of one or other Board, and so far has 
made no mistakes. But the finger of 
denunciation has been so often pointed at 
him that he has lost the public confidence. 
Let him vacate his office of Chancellor of 
the Han-lin Yuan. Ch’éng ‘I'su-kao, Senior 
Vice-President of the Court of Censors, is 
a man of mediocre attainments. Let him 
retire with the rank he now holds. 

(2) Mao Ch’ang-hsi, Minister of the 
Tsung-li Yamén, is appointed Chancellor 
of the Han-lin Yuan. 

(3) A decree dismissing a charge of 
favouritism against Tso Tsung-t’ang, who 
is accused by Wén Sho, Secretary of the 
Grand Secretariat, of purposely delaying 
enquiry into the conduct of a certain 
Tavtai, because the latter was a prote-6 
of Yang Yo-pin (a connection of the Graud 
Secretary). 

July 9th.—No documents of importance. 


July 10th—(1) Liao Shou (BS 34) is 
appointed a Chief Supervisor of Instruction. 

(2) A decree directing certain individuals 
who have been guilty of despoiling graves 
in the vicinity of Peking to be handed over 
to the Board of Punishments for trial. 

(3) Ev Ch’iian, Superintendent of Live 
Stock and House Duty for the western 
division of Peking, submits a return of 
revenue collected during his twelve months’ 
tenure of office. The following is the 
amount of duties he has collected, with 
the sums at which his collectorate is 
assessed :— 

Assessed duties, Tls. Duties actually collected. Ts. 
Live Stock ...10,008 Regular Duty...18,329 
Ground Rents, 2,484 + oy vee 2,484 

18,000 Surplus ,, 


30,492 20,813 


After deduction of the authorised allow- 
ances for feed of animals, subsistence 
money, salaries to clerks, travelling 
expenses of runners, etc., there is a total 
deficit on surplus assessment of Tls. 15,824. 
This deficit is attributable to the want of 
snow last winter and of rain in the early 
spring, causing a scarcity of grass on the 
road from the north to Peking by which 
the pigs, sheep, and horses—the chief 
source of revenue—aré driven. The drovers 
had consequently to buy fodder and forage, 
which reduced the number of stock seut 
down, while the want of money in Peking, 
with the high rate of silver, greatly affected 
sales. (For decree see Gazette of 30th 
June.) 


July 11th.—(1) A decree. Chang Chih- 
tung, Secretary of the Grand Secretariat, 
Chou Té-jun, Supervisor of Instruction, 
and the Censor Hung Liang-p’in, have at 
one time and another submitted remarks 
that are called forth by the appearance of 
the strange star. Careful perusal of 
these remarks shows that on the several 
points upon which they touch their views 
are not without perspicacity. Litigation is 
a matter that vitally affects the interests of 
common people, and We have repeatedly 
cummanded the yaméns, metropolitan and 
provincial, concerned in the infliction of 
punishments so to regulate and order all 
kinds of prisons and purify them from 
abuse in such wise as to secure the humble 
and common classes against oppression and 
wrong. Bad habits confirmed by long 
usage, do nevertheless continue, and 
appeals and complaints continue to accumu- 
late day after day, in some cases, even 
torture being applied to extract evidence, 
thus causing trouble and embarrassment 
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to those whom circumstances connect with 
cases in which they have no concern. So 
it is that appeals to the capital grow 
more and more numerous. Hereafter, all 
Governors-General, Governors and other 
officers whose duty it may be, will positively 
hear in person all cases of homicide, 
robbery or other grave crimes that are sent 
down on appeal from the capital, and where 
wrong has been done, they will immediately 
set it right. They must not employ the 
universal formula of ‘‘ false charges made 
on suspicion” in reporting to the Throne 
the settlement of any case. The Board of 
Punishments, farther, will enumerate afresh 
the old regulations regardiny limitations of 
time for the hearing of cases sent down on 
appeal. ‘Taxation is intended for certain 
legitimate purposes, and the officers and 
others, through whose agency the collec- 
tion of taxes is made, cannot be per- 
mitted to appropriate any portion thereof 
or divert them to other than legitimate 
use. Superiors, however, in order to 
secure the good word of their subordinates, 
are in the habit of concealing the defalca- 
tions of the latter whenever these occur, 
with the result that debts remain unpaid 
long after the incumbent of a post has left, 
and he only is denounced to the Throne 
when he is dead and gone and there is no 
possibility of recovering the money. So 
it is that the revenue of the Empire 
diminishes day by day. The abuses in the 
collection of lekin are still more flagrant, and 
it is to the dishonesty of the collectors 
that the whole of the collections fail to reach 
the exchequer. It is the bounden duty of 
all high provincial authorities and Superin- 
tendents of Customs, therefore, to display 
greater integrity of character, and to be 
zealous in the collection of revenues of 
every kind, and careful in the return of 
actual receipts and expenditures. The 
annual expenditure on military account 
throughout the eighteen provinces 
is very large, and to render the troops 
under their control duly etticient, Com- 
manders-in-Chief and other officers high 
in command should exercise diligent super- 
vision over their respective divisions, weed- 
ing out the weak and retaining the strong 
and active, and punishing with a heavy 
hand all who disregard rules or regulations, 


. with those who appropriate rations or pay, 


or are guilty of other malpractices. In 
civil administration, too, greater super- 
vision should be exercised, and zeal 
encouraged by recommendation of the 
diligent and elimination of the worth- 
less. In advancing the capable and dis- 
carding the incapable, the only test that 
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the Court applies is the diligent fulfil- 
ment of duty. The Sovereign and His 
Ministers can only accept the warning 
given by the comet with reverence and 


"awe, and endeavour to move the heart of 


Heaven by introspection and the cultiva- 
tion of virtue, doing the best they can to 
fulfil the whole duty of man. Errors must 
happen in the employment of individuals 
and the administration of government, 
and tnose whose duty it is to speak must 
not fail to be outspoken when these errors 
are observed by them, that they may duly 
advance that good government which it is 
Our earnest desire to maintain. 

(2) A decree. The Vice-President Mei 
Ch’i-chao and Chang Chih-tung, Secretary 
of the Grand Secretariat, represent that 
the prohibitions regarding entry into the 
gates of the Palace should be more rigidly 
enforced, and pray that regulations for 
the maintenance of -a street supervision 
should be drawn up. It is right that 
the precincts of the forbidden area 
should be rigidly guarded and kept exclu- 
sive, and the high officers whose duty 
it is carefully to guard these precincts 
did some time since consider and draw up 
regulations that peremptorily enunciated 
these prohibitions, which were emphatically 
announced in repeated decrees. In spite 
of the care that the officers in question 
were thus under a bounden obligation to 
exercise, a maniac contrived last year to 
enter the gates of the Forbidden Precincts, 
and again this year armour was stolen 
from the storied building above the Tung- 
hua Gate, showiny extreme carelessness on 
the part of the officers entrusted with the 
duty of seeing that these rules were 
observed. The high officers whose con- 
cern it is are hereby again positively 
commanded to give literal effect to these 
regulations, and by personal inspection 
and supervision to prevent a repetition of 
such contemptuous disregard of Our com- 
mands. They and they only, will be held 
responsible for any future disregard of the 
rules. : 

July 12th.—(1) A decree cashiering and 
placing upon his trial To-fu, a Manchu 
captain, charged with threatening and 
insubordinate conduct, being denounced 
for which, he had the audacity to counter- 
feit madness, burst into the quarters of his 
commander, and createa violent disturbance 
there. 

(2) The Governor of Shantung reports 
the result of an investigation he was 
instructed to make as to the origin of two 
spurious decrees embodied in a memorial 
which was lately submitted to the Throne. 
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The two decrees in question purported to 
give authority for the opening and working 
of certain gold or silver mines in Shantung, 
and were obviously drawn up by swindlers, 
whose design was to raise money thereby, 
and abscond before the fraud was detected. 
Memorialist has traced the forgeries through 
a great number of hands, but regrets that 
he has not yet succeded in apprehending 
the persons from whom they originally 
emanated. Rescript—Let the Board of 
Punishments take note. 

(3) Memorial from the Governor of Hunan 
on the case of one Liu Ch’i-t’ao, head of a 
banking shop which failed in 1874, being 
in debt to the Government to the amount 
of Tis. 10,150. Prisoner thereby incurred 
the penalty of decapitation, which, however, 
was remitted in virtue of the Act of 
Amnesty, 1875. Since that year he has 
been in close confinement, and has suc- 
ceeded by sales of various property in 
clearing off Tls. 7,882 of his debt. Memo- 
rialist prays that he may be graciously 
excused making good the balance and be 
forthwith set at liberty.—Referred to the 
Board of Punishments. 

(4) The Governor of Shantung forwards 
a petition he has received from Chang Chao- 
tung, late Governor of Kuangtung, 
announcing the expiry of the twenty-seven 
months’ period of mourning for his mother. 

July 13th.—(1) Memorial from the 
Grand Secretary Tso Tsung-t’ang, on the 
renovation of the water system in Chihli. 
He would premise that the failure of 
proper water communications is a matter 
that vitally affects the interests of the 
people, and [indirectly] the revenue of the * 
Empire. How much more go then in the 
case of the region immediately surround- 
ing the centre of the Empire, is it impos- 
sible to regard the decadence of this 
system as a matter the consideration of 
which can be deferred? When Yii under- 
took the control of the waters, he began 
with Chi Chow. When the memorialist 
reported the transfer of a division of 
his troops to the north they had already 
acquired some aptitude from their 
experience gained in the irrigation of 
the allotments cultivated by the troops in 
and beyond the frontier. The Prefec- 
ture of Shun-t’ien and the province of 
Chihli are continuously suffering from 
flood, and the experience of these men 
might be availed of to repair and deepen 
the water-courses, whereby they would 
at the same time do something for 
their keep, instead of being a useless 
expense to the Government. Reference to 


_history shows that in the Chow dynasty 
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the city of Ch’éng Chow was twice girt 
with walls, the dukes of the subject States 
undertaking the work and paying so much 
per ten feet as a contribution. In the 
22nd year of the rule of Prince Chao, of 
the fief of Lu, his Ministers united in 
@ common undertaking to build a wall 
round the city of Clh’éng Chow, an under- 
taking that was characterised by the 
historian Ku-liang as a proper expedient 
under the circumstances, because it was 
the devotion of ‘life to do honour to 
the Prince; and when this devotion 
is displayed in a right cause it is good. 
The employment by the memorialist of 
troops from Shénsi and Kansu, who 
are in the receipt of Government pay to 
aid in the ordering of the water system in 
Chihli, is a lucky opportunity and bears 
some comparison with the historical prece- 
dents he has quoted above; and although 
their employment in this manner is some- 
what out of the ordinary course, it is none 
the less conformable to the principles 
observed in ancient days. Hence, those 
who accused the memorialist of being a 
busybody, who strives to make himself a 
name, may spare their gibes. Sun Yih- 
ching, by whom thissubject was first brought 
to His Majesty’s notice, observes that such 
an opportunity as now presents itself is 
not met with once in a thousand years, 
and without indulging in vain boasting, the 
memorialist is of opinion that the truth 
of this observation is established by the 
application of the text of history ; but he 
is not entirely correct when he asserts that 
the undertaking is equivalent to a new 
enterprise, for the scheme submitted by 
the sub-Prefect of Cho-chow, at which place 
the memorialist’s troops are stationed, is 
based on a careful study of the verses 
composed by the Emperor Ch’ien Lung 
during his tour of inspection of the Yung- 
ting River, and shown by His Majesty to 
the Governor-Gsneral of Chihli. If the 
past be regarded from the standpoint of 
the present, although the traces of, the 
former are so faint that any attempt to 
follow them is almost equivalent to a new 
enterprise ; yet the history of the past can 
be made the guaye by which the present is 
ordered, and thus modern enterprise will 
really be the outcome of germs that were 
laid in the past. The recommen-lation of 
Sun Yi-ching that Chang Chih-t’ung and 
Chang P’ei-lun should be called upon to 
visit the water systems in person, and from 
time to time write to the High Committee 
of Princes and Ministers appointed to 
supervise the undertaking on points that 
may occur to them, is an admirable sugyes- 
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tion, for differences are sure frequently to 
arise between the memorialist and Li Hung- 
chang, and antagonism may be caused 
between them by a want of unanimity of 
view. Chang Chih-t’ung and Chany P’ei-lun 
are noted for the width of the views they 
hold, and are on very good terms with the 
memorialist and Li Hung-chang. Being 
moreover natives of Chihli they have a 
specially intimate acquaintance with the con- 
figuration and water system of the province. 
The memorialist then proceeds to give an 
account of his doings since he arrived at 
Cho-chow ; how he first visited Chin Mén- 
cha, Wang Ch’ing-t’o, and Tientsin, where 
he saw Li Hung-chang and had a con- 
ference with that high officer, their views 
being entirely in accord. From Tientsin 
he went to Chao-pei k’ou, where he 
met the River Intendent, who furnished 
him with a report on the Hu-t’o River, 
which, by means of a recently dug canal, 
has been brought back to its old course. 
From thence he returned to Cho-chow, 
and found that his troops had finished 
clearing the river at Yung-lo-taun, thereby 
leading the water back into the old 
channel, and remedying by a month’s 
labour a mischief of twenty years’ stand- 
ing. He now proposes to visit Shih- 


_ching-shan and that neighbourhood on 


his way back to Peking, and would beg 
his Majesty’s instructions as to whether 
Chang Chih-t’ung and Chang P’ei-lun are 
to accompany him or not.—Rescript: It 
is noted. Ohang Chih-t’ung and Chang 
P’ei-lun need not be sent with the Grand 
Secretary. 

July 14th.—(1) Memorial from the 
Governor of Shantung. In the month of 
March last an individual handed in a 
sealed note addressed to the memorialist, 
which was taken delivery of by the gate- 
keeper. The memorialist opened it himself, 
and on perusal found it to be an anonymous 
letter accusing the memorialist and the 
Financial Commissioner of acts of injustice, 
and abusing himself and the whole staff of 
his provincial government in the strongest 
terms. He was charged with extorting 'I'ls. 
10,000 at the last general scrutiny of the 
officials in his jurisdiction, for fees to the 
Board, of demanding Tls. 5,000 from sub- 
prefects in return for giving them acting 
posts as Department and District Mazis- 
trates, and of forging letters advising 
remittances of money, as well as a 
promissory note from certain banking 
establishinents, On enquiring of the gate- 
keeper, he learnt that the note had been 
hauded in by a man called Chow Shun, 
whom the gate-keeper recognised as the 
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mafu of a certain expectant sub-prefect 
called Chén Chii-mo. The mafu was sent 
for and questioned, and although he at 
first denied all knowledye of the matter, he 
finally confessed, under pressure, that he had 
delivered the letter by his master’s orders, 
but was entirely ignorant of the nature of 
its contents, His master, seeing that 
concealment was no longer possible, came 
himself to the memorialist’s yaménu and 
requested an interview. The memurialist, 
hearing that he was a man of very 
eccentric disposition, refused to see him, 
whereupon Chén Choii-ino behaved in a 
most unseemly manner, throwing off his offi- 
cial hat and robes in the waiting room and 
indulging in boisterous and rude laughter. 
He was persuaded to return home, but 
called again a few days after, and began to 
dispute and argue with the memorialist in 
the most forward and arrogant manner. 
The memorialist bade him be silent and 
await the enquiry which would be held, 
whereupon he sent ina petition couched 
in the most ambiguous language, which 
partly avowed and partly disavowed his 
guilt. He further demanded that his 

revious letter should be handed to the 

ommissioners who should consider his 
statements and denounce him if they 
thought fit, At the close of this petition he 
stated that the letter had been drafted by 
himself and copied with his own hand, and 
on comparing the handwriting of this 
petition with that of the letter they were 
found to correspond. So audacious an 
attempt to threaten and browbeat should 
not for @ moment be admitted, and in 
denying utterly the charges that Chén Chii- 
mo has brought forward, the memorialist 
would pray that he may be cashiered with 
a view to being placed on his trial.— 
Granted by Rescript. 

July 16th.—Moemorial from Ming An, 
Governor of Kirin. Some time since the 
memorialist obtained His Majesty’s sanc- 
tion to the relaxation of the prohibitions 
against the sale and export of cultivated 
giuseng in the province of Kirin, and was 
directed to draw up regulations for its 
taxation, After due consideration of the 
subject, he came to the conclusion that it 
would be fairer to impose an ad vulurem 
duty upon the article, which varies consi- 
derably in price from time to time. He is 
of opinion that a duty of ten per cent. ad 
valorem would be a fair levy on the 
superior qualities, and of tive per cent. on 
the twenty-two inferior descriptions of the 
root. Returns of revenue will be forwarded 
every year, and fifteen per cent. of the 
collection will be deducted for the main- 
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tenance of collectors, runners, &c., for | 
which sum no returns will be submitted to 
the Board. During the two months that 
the experiment was tried last year, 10,730 
strings of cash were collected as duty on 
the root. 

July 16th.—(1) Memorial from Ming An, 
Governor of Kirin, reporting that he has 
succeeded in obtaining from amongst the 
hills ten large plants of wild ginseny weigh- 
ing about two taels nine mace five, and ten 
small plants weighing about one tael four 
mace five. The yinseng supplied tu His 
Majesty last year was paid for out of the 
public funds by the memorialist, but the 
expense of procuring it is so large that he 
cannot continue to draw upon the public 
funds for the necessary amount. The four 
ounces odd that have now been procured 
involved an expenditure of Tls. 404, and 
he would suggest that now that the sale of 
cultivated ginseng is no longer prohibited, 
and duty is levied upon it, the sum 
required to procure the wild ginseng for the 
Court may be drawn from the duties 
levied on the cultivated plant, should 
His Majesty demand a further supply.— 
Rescript : It is noted. 

(2) P’éng Tsu-hsien, Governor of Hupeh, 
reports the transmission of the fourth 
instalment of the land tax at which that 
province is assessed for the present year. 
The total assessment is Tis. 300,000, and 
the present remittance amounts to Tis. 


, 000. 
July 17th.—No documents of import- 


ance. 

July 18th._—(1) A Decree. The Board 
of Revenue report that they have dis- 
covered an act of fraud on the part of 
one Chu Yiin, an ex-clerk in the Board of 
Ceremonies, who, with the assistance of a 
clerk in the Board of Revenue called Sun, 
obtained payment of a forged order for a 
compassionate grant of over Tls. 1,000, to 
which he had appended the President’s 
seal, which he had purloined for the 
purpose. The two individuals named 
are to be handed over to the Board of 
Punishments, who will subject them to a 
rigorous trial and inflict theseverest possible 
penalty upon them. 

(2) Ch’i Yuan, Governor of Shéng-king, 
submits a return of the duties collected on 
wood within his jurisdiction for the past 
year. The total collection was Tls. 51,058, 
ten per cent. of which was retained to 
meet the cost of maintaining the requisite 
establishments. 

July 19th.—(1) The whole of this day’s 
Gazette is occupied with a memorial from 
Wen Sho, a reader of the Grand Secretariat, 


denunciatory of the Grand Secretary Tso. 
After indulging in a verbose preamble 
explanatory of the obligations that minis- 
ters or other officers who have the privilege 
of addressing the Throne direct are under, 
to bring irregularities or malpractices that 
come under their observation to the notice 
of the Throne, he proceeds to remark that, 
in a recent number of the Peking Gazette, 
he noticed an application from the Governor 
of Hunan, requesting that the honours 
solicited for and granted to a Taotai called 
Wang, for service done over ten years ago 
in Kansu, might be bestowed upon him. 
The application stated that the necessary 
certificate had never been given to the said 
Wang. It occurred to the memorialist 
that it was not a very complicated matter 
to furnish the necessary papers granted 
upon recommendation for promotion or 
honours in consequence of service done, 
and he failed tu understand why this Taotai 
Wang had been kept out of his reward for 
all these years. During most of the time 
Tso Tsung-t’ang was Governor-General of 
the province in which the Taotai was 
serving, and that so simple a process was 
not carried to completion must be due to 
certain causes. Now, the recommendation 
was made by Yang Yo-pin, and Yang Yo- 
pin and the Grand Secretary, being on bad 
terms, the latter no doubt purposely 
delayed matters in order to spite the 
former, and to show him that he, the 
Grand Secretary, was the more powerful 
man. This evident rivalry between two 
high officers, and the system of factions 
which it fosters, seems to the memorialist 
deserving of attention, and he considers 
it his duty to bring the matter to 
His Majesty’s notice. Having thus 
stated his indictment, the memorialist 
argues his point with much elaboration, 
and shows by numerous illustrations how 
impossible it could be that a man of the 
energy and promptitude of the Grand 
Secretary could have delayed the settle- 
ment of so trivial a matter otherwise than 
intentionally. He leaves it to His Majesty 
to decide in what manner His Majesty’s 
disapprobation of the conduct of the high 
officer in question shall be signalised. 
(See Gazette of 8th July.) 

July 20th.—(1) A decree. Since the 
spring of last year the Sacred Person of 
Her Majesty the Empress Tz’i Hsi had 
been indisposed, but after the application 
of numerous remedies She is now com- 
pletely restored to health. Our heart is 
indeed deeply overjoyed at this good 
fortune. We bear in mind the fact, never- 
theless, that the Motherly frame having 
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only just been restored to comfort, She must 
continue constantly to take care of Her- 
self, and in the daily counsels on matters 
of government that She dispenses, She 
must neither over-fatigue nor unduly 
distress Herself. We can but earnestly 
entreat Her, after Our morning and evening 
salutations, to spare Herself undueexertion, 
to maintain a tranquil heart, and so to 
nourish and foster Her energies as to 
become stronger day by day to the comfort 
of all Ministers and people throughout the 
Empire. Last year, Pao T’ing requested 
that the provincial high authorities might 
be called upon to recommend medical 
scholars, and a decree to this effect was 
transmitted to all the Governors-General 
and Governors. This was followed by the 
recommendation of the following persons: 
—By Li Hung-chang, Li Han-chang and 
P’éng Tsu-hsien, the Taotai Hsiieh Fu- 
ch’én; by ‘I'séng Kuo-ch’iian, the Magistrate 
Wang Show-chéng ; by Wu Yiian-ping and 
T’an Chiin-p’ei, the Officer Ma Wén-chih. 
These having come to the capital, were 
conducted daily into the palace with the 
proctors of the College of Physicians by 
the Comptroller of the Imperial Household, 
where they enquired after the pulse. The 
prescriptions and doses proposed by them 
were considered with reverential care, and 
proved most satisfactory. It is therefore 
right that We should endue them with Our 
favour. 

Hsiieh Fu-ch’én, formerly Taotai of the 
Chi, Tung, T’ai, Wu, Lin Circuit in Shan- 
tung, will have his name recorded for 
recommendation to the next vacancy, and 
is hereby given the brevet rank of 
Financial Commissioner. Wang Shou- 
chéng, Magistrate of the Yang-ch’ii district 
in Shansi, will have his name recorded 
for recommendation to a prefecture on 
the occurrence of a vacancy, and is hereby 
given the brevet rank of Salt Com- 
missioner. Chuan Shou-ho, acting Junior 
Proctor of the Imperial College of 
Physicians, will be promoted to the post 
of Senior Proctor of the College, with 
a button of the third grade. His pea- 
cock’s feather will be returned to him. 
Li Te-ch’ang, Court Physician of the fourth 
grade, is appointed Junior Proctor of 
the College of Physicians with a button 
of the third grade and a_peacock’s 
feather. Luan Fu-ch’ing, and T’ung Wén- 
pin, physicians, will be appointed Court 
Physicians directly vacancies occur ; they 
are hereby given buttons of the fifth grade. 
The son of the Lak Li Te-li, acting Junior 
Proctor of the College of Physicians, is 
appointed a Senior Secretary of the Board 
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of War, in which he is now serving 
as second class assistant Secretary. By 
the express commands of Her Majesty, 
Hsiieh Fu-ch’én, Wang Shou-chény, 
Chuang Shou-ho, Li Té-ch’ang, and Ma 
Wén-chih, are each to have a memorial 
board bestowed upon them. The following 
officers are also to be committed to the 
Board for the determination of marks of 
distinction :—En Ch’éng, Kuang Shou, 
Chih Ho, Shih Tséng, and Kuang Shun, 
Comptrollers of the Office of the Imperial 
Household ; Pao T’ing, Secretary of 
the Grand Secretariat ; Li Hung-chang, 
Governor-General, Chihli; Li Han-chang, 
Governor-General, Hu-kuang ; Tséng Kuo- 
cl’iian, Governor-General, Shen-kan ; 
P’éug Tsu-hsien, Governor, Hupeh; Wu 
Yiian-ping, former Governor, Kiangsu; T’an 
Chiin-p’ei, Acting Governor, Kiangsu. 
July 21st.—No documents of importance. 
July 22nd.—Memorial from P’éng Yii- 
lin, Admiral of the Yangtsze, reporting the 
result of an enquiry into charges of various 
kinds brought against various military 
officers of high rank, who were accused, 
some of appropriating a portion of the 
pay of their men, and others of gambling 
debauchery, and the purchase of women 
whom they sold when they were tired of 
them. ‘These and other charges specified 
in the denunciatory memorial, which 
provoked the enquiry, are gone into at 
great length, and the memorialist concludes 
by requesting the dismissal in perpetuity 
of the following officers :—Wan Chung- 
hsiian, Brigade-General awaiting a com- 
mand; Wang Yuny-shéng, General ofithe Nan 
Han Division; Su Fu, Briyade-General 
awaiting a command, Six expectant civil 
ofticers are also recommended for dismissal. 
(2) Memorial from Sé Léug-oh, Imperial 
Resident in Thibet, reporting the steps he 
has taken to bring a recalcitrant chieftain of 
a tribe called Kalu to book. An agent 
of the memorialist having been sent on a 
judicial circuit with a view to decide 
a number of lawsuits between members 
of this and another tribe that have 
been pending for years, the ayent on 
arriving at a place called Chi-jao-t’ang 
sent for certain witnesses that he required. 
His messengers returned with the report 
that the chieftain had refused to -send the 
witnesses demanded, had assailed them 
with stones, ard would not allow them to 
enter his stockade. The chief added that 
he was not afraid of any soldiers the agent 
might send against him. Other messengers 
were then sent, but they met with similar 
treatment, and the ayent, not knowing 
how tv act, applied to the memorialist for 
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instructions. The memorialist at once 
instructed the agent to reinforce his guard 
of five hundred men with five hundred 
more, and to adopt some means of bringing 
the said chieftain under control. In 
conformity with these instructions, the 
agent again sent linguists to the chieftain’s 
stockade strongly urging him in his own 
interest to send forward the witnesses 
required, but they were, as before, driven 
away with blows. He then ordered the 
troops to surround the stockade, and besiege 
it, but not to open fire, and after a sie-e of 
some twenty days the chieftain repented 
him of his contumacy, came forth, and 
tendered his submission, prostrating him- 
self on the ground, and protesting with 
tears that he was quite ready to appear 
before the agent. The captives in the 
stockade of the chieftain were first attended 
to, and the witnesses that had been 
demanded having been produced, some sixty 
cases of disputed pasturage limits and 
other matters were carefully and patiently 
heard and decided, regulations were drawn 
up as to the quantity of levies and the 
amount of service that could be demanded 
from different individuals, and indemnities 
and fines were determined on the basis of 
their own law for the murders, thefts and 
losses that had been reciprocally committed 
or caused for many years past. The four 
principal witnesses who refused to appear 
when sent for were then whipped and 
sent in custody to a certain place to be 
imprisoned for life. The recalcitrant chief- 
tain is to be sent to the ytch’ing yamén, 
where he will be under surveillance. Should 
he evince any signs of repentance and a 
disposition to amend his ways, he might 
be released on security being given and 
allowed to return to his tribe. 

July 23rd.—(1) Memorial from Liu 
K’un-yi, Governor-General at Nanking, 
representing that the expectants of appoint- 
ments to oflices in the Salt department of 
the Liang Huai area are far in excess of the 
number that can possibly obtain appoint- 
ments, The expectants at the present time 
number over 800, while all the vacancies, 
both in higher and lower grades, do not 
exceed 34, The memorialist employs similar 
arguments to those of his colleagues who 
have memorialised on this subject, showing 
the inadvisability, on personal as well as 
private grounds of allowing so many 
disappointed individuals to drag out a 
needy and impatient existence, waiting for 
appointments which many of them never 
can obtain. He concludes witharequest that 
no more expectants may be sent forward 
for three years.—Referred to the Board, 


92 {Jury 23—27. 





(2) The same officer prays that Yang 
Yii-k’o, recently Brigade-General of Kao 
Chow, who was dismissed for engaging in 
trade, and re-instated in rank as a reward 
for a large contribution of rifles and 
ammunition, may be transferred to Nan- 
king. While the memorialist was Governor- 
General at Canton, he had opportunities of 
discovering the tact and bravery of this 
officer, who is in the prime of vigour, and 
has, moreover, an experience of foreign 
matters gained by attentive observation 
that will be of material assistance to the 
memorialist.—Granted by Rescript. 

July 24th.—(1) A decree ordering the 
withdrawal of a Censor from the Metro- 
politan police duties with which he was 
entrusted, the Censor having taken upon 
himself to draw up certain rules, observance 
of which, without any authority, he 
endeavoured to force upon the brass- 
founders’ shops. 

(2) Li Hung-tsao, Minister of the Taung-li 
Yamén, is appeinted an Assistant Grand 
Secretary of the Grand Secretariat, con- 
tinuing his duties as President of the Board 
of War. 

(3) Li Wén-min, Governor of Kiangsi, 
reports the transmission of T's. 2,000 to 
Peking, being the share that this province 
has to bear of the loss by theft in the 
province of Anhui of Tls. 4,000 of a remit- 
tance from Kiangsi on its way to Peking. 
(The loss of this money has already been 
reported in the Gazette of 15th January, 
q. v.) When any portion of the Government 
subsidy is lost en rowte, the rule is that 
half the loss shall be made good by the 
authorities of the place in which the loss 
occurs, thirty per cent. by the high officer 
who appointed the deputy in charge of the 
subsidy, and twenty per cent. by the deputy 
himself. The Financial Commissioner who 
appointed Ho Wei-chieh, the deputy in 
charge of the treasure, has now made up 
Ts. 1,200, his share of the loss, and as Ho 
has not yet been able to raise ‘I'ls. 800, his 
share, this amount has been advanced by 
the provincial treasury, to be recovered at 
a later date by the deputy. 

July 25th.—Nodocuments of importance. 

July 26th.—(1) The whole of this day’s 
Gazette is occupied with a memorial from 
Liu K’un-yi, Governor-General at Nan- 
king, answering categorically certain ques- 
tions put to him by the Board of Revenue 
concerning the sale of Huai-an salt. It would 
appear that a Censor called Ko Ching had 
applied to His Majesty to order an increase 
in the number of permits or licenses to sell 
salt in the Huai-an area, and this request 
having been submitted to the memorialist, 
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he expresses himself strongly averse to any 
increase. The Censor brings forward four 
proposals in his memorial. First, the 
increase of permits ; second, a fixed annual 
assessment of salt revenue; third, the 
removal of impediments to free sale ; 
fourth, the reduction of the lekin on salt. 
In reply the memorialist’s contentions are 
to the following effect :—In the manage- 
ment of the salt monopoly the first essential 
is to secure a sale. If an extensive sale be 
secured the number of traders engaged is 
comparatively immaterial. The question 
of extended sale is restricted by the amount 
of smuggling that prevails. Now the 
Huai-an area is invaded by Szechuen salt, 
a fact which is acknowledged by the Censor, 
so much so that stocks of salt laid down by 
the traders who now hold licenses have to 
wait six months or a year before they can 
find a sale; in some places, which the 
memorialist specifies, stocks of six or seven 
years avo being still unsold, whereby 
capital is locked up, apart from expense of 
storage, etc. Hence it follows that the 
increase of licenses is out of the question, 
and the extension of sales is restricted 
by the import of stocks from Szechuen. 

The system of fixed assessment is 
in point of fact in force at present in 
the Huai-an area, and is maintained by 
granting the privilege of trading to monopo- 
lists, but before the amount can be 
raised to its original standard, the import 
of Szechuen salt must be stopped. 

As regards reduction of lekin, inasmuch 
as the amount of lekin collected depends 
upon the quantity of salt sold, and the 
revenue now derived from that impost is 
indispensable, it is only by increasing sales 
that a reduction of the tax would be 
practicable. Hampered as the Huai-an 
trade is by the introduction into the area 
of smuggled salt from Kuangtung and 
Szechuen, salt which is better in quality 
and lower in price, it is only by the exercise 
of stricter preventive measures and the 
elimination of Szechuen salt, that the 
Censor’s aspirations can be realised. ; 

July 27th.—(1) A decree ordering the 
immediate capture of one Héng Hui, a 
Bannerman and expectant official writer of 
the Board of Works. This individual, who 
is concerned in the frauds referred to in 
the Gazette of 18th July, has absconded, 
having heard that his presence was required. 

(2) With two unimportant exceptions, 
the whole of this day’s Gazette is occupied 
with a memorial from the Governor-General 
Li Hung-chang, reporting the completion of 
certain important repairs to breaches in 
the dykes erected for protection against 
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inundation by the Yellow River. The 
report goes very fully into details of 
measurement, describes the form -of the 
embankments constructed, the mode of 
construction, and the description of labour 
employed. Some two thousand troops were 
made use of, but the rest of the labour 
was supplied by the people, whereby no 
small saving of public funds was effected. 
The success achieved is also due to the 
efforts of the gentry who encouraged the 
work, and the memorialist begs to submit 
a list of the most deserving upon whom he 
would solicit the bestowal of marks of 
approbation. 

July 28th.—(1) Memorial from Ching 
Lien, President of the Board of Revenue, 
and his colleagues, reporting the arrest 
of a clerk who purloined the official seal 
of one of the departments of the Treasury 
while on night duty, and in collusion 
with others affixed the impression upon 
certain forged orders for payment of com- 
passionate allowances. The individual in 
question having admitted the theft of the 
seal, has been handed over to the Board 
of Punishments, who will investigate the 
matter to the bottom. Meanwhile the 
memorialists beg to lay this preliminary 
atatement of the case before His Majesty. 

No other documents of importance. 

July 29th.—({l) A decree. Some time 
since We directed the Beard of Punish- 
ments to enquire into the circumstances 
under which a ‘‘communicated” decree 
was embodied in a memorial presented by 
one Chao Ch’ing-shao, an expectant sub- 
Prefect of Kiangsi. The Board now report 
that they have ascertained the facts of 
this case from Chao Cl’ing-shao, who was 
cashiered previous to bring placed on his 
trial. They state that the Governor of 
Shantung having arrested the individual 
whocopied the decree in question, furnished 
them with a copy of his deposition. The 
Board, upon receipt of this deposition, 
minutely examined the said Chao Ch’ing- 
shao, and found that a copy of this decree 
was furnished him, he being entirely 
ignorant of the fact that it was a forged 
document. Be that as it may, Chao Ch’ing- 
shao has committed a gross error in 
intruding upon Us a document the falsity 
or genuineness of which he was not at the 
pains to discover, and We sanction the 
proposal of the Board that he be banished 
into servitude on the military post roads, 
in expiation of his offence. He will not 
be allowed to plead any facts in extenua- 
tion of his conduct, with a view to 
obtaining mitigation of the penalty. (See 
Guzette of 10th March.) 
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(2) A decree. Chang Shu-shéng and the 
Governor of Kuangtung report the cap- 
ture of and sentence passed upon certain 
individuals who have established agencies 
for the sale of Wei Sing lottery tickets, and 
pray that the penalty for this offence may 
be increased. The Board of Punishments 
will take this matter into consideration. 
The practice of gambling by means of the 
Wei Sing lottery is one of the great moral evils 
of Kuangtung, and repeated decrees have 
been issued ordering the strict prohibition 
of the practice. These prohibitions appear, 
however, to be set at naught by lawless 
individuals, who carry on this system of 
gambling under other names, and are in 
collusion with the underlings of civil and 
military yaméns, and the wealthy gentry, 
who aid and abet them in their undertaking. 
It becomes necessary therefore again to 
enunciate the prohibitions against this vice, 
and We hereby call upon the Governor- 
General and Governor of the province in 
question to be continually on the watch 
for offenders in this particular and to 

unish them with a heavy hand. 

(3) Chang Shéng-ts’ao, Prefect of Wén- 
chow, is ordered to vacate his post and 
await fresh preferment in Chékiang, his 
bodily strength being inadequate for the 
performance of the complicated duties of 
his present post. : 

(4) A decree acknowledging a representa- 
tion from the Literary Chancellor of the 
Metropolitan Prefecture, who finds that — 
at the recent éxamination of Manchu 
candidates for the hsiu ts’ai degree, no 
less than forty-four of the papers 
were answered by substitutes. He prays 
that the Board of Ceremonies may be 
instructed to issue regulations strictly 
prohibiting this practice, and in comment- 
ing severely on the fraud that has been 
perpetrated, the decree directs the Board 
to give effect to the Chancellor’s request. 

(6) A decree directing the Imperial 
Board of Astronomy to determine an 
auspicious date in the eighth or ninth 
moons for the placing of the remains of 
the late Empress Dowager in their everlast- 
ing resting-place. 

(6) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
the transmission to Peking of Tis. 30,000, 
being the first instalment of the lekin 
subsidy for the present year, the total of 
which is Tls. 100,000. 

July 30th.—(1) The Governor of Ché- 
kiang reports the transmission to Peking of 
Tis. 20,880, being the first instalment of 
the subsidy of Tis. 40,000 at which the 
native Customs establishments of the 
province are assessed for the present year. 
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July 31st.—(1) The Acting Governor of 
Kiangsu reports the transmission to Peking 
of Tis. 50,000, being the fourth instalment 
of the subsidy from the native maritime 
Customs establishments of that province, 
which are assessed for this year at 
Tis. 300,000. 

August 1st.—(1) Wei Jung-kwang, 
Governor of Shansi, reports the result of 
an inquiry into the escape of a criminal 
under sentence of strangulation, while on 


his way from Tai Chou to the provincial - 


capital. The escape was effected towards 
dusk while the criminal in question and 
several others were waiting by the side of 
the road for assistance in setting up their 
cart which had been overturned and fallen 
into the river Chang T's’ung-hsiao. The 
runaway, having obtained permission to 
retire behind a bank on the pretext of 
having a stomach-ache, took the opportunity 
of wrenching off his manacles and decamp- 
ing. The penalty for allowing prisoners 
to escape through lack of watchfulness is, 
in the case of subordinates, a sentence of 
two degrees less severity than that of the 
criminal who thus makes his escape. The 
two chief constables in charge of a convoy 
of prisoners are, by the same law, liable to 
imprisonment for the space of one year; 
and, if by that time the runaway be not 
recaptured, they are to be punished with 
one degree of severity less than the criminal 
whom they have allowed to escape. In 
the present case the chief constable will 
accordingly be detained*in prison for a 
year, and if at the end of that periud the 
runaway be still at large, will be further 
dealt with. The two subordinate constables 
will receive one hundred blows each and 
be banished for three years. 

(2) T’an Chiin-p’ei, Acting Governor of 
Kiangsu, reports the receipt of Tls. 50,000 
from the Taotai at Shanghai, being the 
eighth instalment of the debt of Tis. 
452,200 due from the Shanghai Customs to 
Ili and Urumtsi, which sum has been 
advanced by the Board of Revenue. 

(3) Li Ch’éng-mou, Admiral of the Yang- 
teze, reports the conclusion of a naval 
review of the combined fleet of war steamers 
and junks outside Woosung. At Woosung 
he met Li Chao-pin, Commander-in-Chief 
at Nanking, and in company with this 
officer he put the fleet through a series of 
manoeuvres lasting apparently some eight 
or ten days. 

Auyust 2nd.—(1 and 2). Decrees accepting 
the decision of the Board of Revenue as to 
the manner in which the deficits in the 
collection of the two Superintendents of live 
atock and house duty for Peking (reported 
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in an earlier issue) shall be dealt with. 
The Tls. 65 collected by the Superintendent 
of the Eastern Division is to be handed to 
the Office of the Privy Purse, and both 
Superintendents are graciously absolved 
from the penalties to which they have laid 
themselves open by failing to raise the 
assessed revenue. 

(3) Memorial from Tsén  Yii-ying, 
formerly Governor of Kueichow, now 
transferred to Fuhkien. When memorialist 
visited Tsun-yi Hsien last year in the 
course of his tour of military inspection, a 
strong representation was made to him by 
the yentry and people, pointing out the 
danger of the ferry across the river known 
as the Wu Chiang Ho, or Black River, at 
that place, and begging him if possible to 
supply them with a bridge. Tsun-yi is an 
important centre of traffic, and as mails 
and passengers have perforce to cross the 


river at that place, he thought it right to . 


accede to the urgent request of the people 
and build them a bridge. The current, 
however, is so rapid that neither a stone 
nor a wooden structure would be likely 
to stand its force, so he determined to 
construct them an iron suspension bridge. 
A suspension bridge requires certain 
natural facilities in the shape of mountain 
spurs running down to the water’s edge on 
either side, on which stone stages can be 
erected to receive the chains; and these 
facilities the memorialist succeeded in 
finding at a place some four li above the 
ferry, where the river was about 200 feet 
wide. Oontracts have already been entered 
into for the construction of the bridge, 
which it is estimated will cost about Tis. 
20,000 at the outside, and probably about 
Tis. 15,000. Having no public funds at 
his disposal, he wrote to the Governor- 
General of Szechuen to ask if he could 
help him, and that high officer shortly 
furnished him with Tls. 10,000, which he 
had raised by contributions, and although 
memorialist wrote to protest against accept- 
ing more than half the necessary sum from 
another province, the Governor-General 
wrote back and begged him to take the 
money. Considering the utility of the 
undertaking memorialist deemed it best to 
accept this public-spirited offer, and in 
bringing the liberality of the Governor- 
General to His Majesty’s notice he begs to 
add that he hopes to have the work 
completed in seven or eight months, and 
to raiso the few thousand more taels that 
have yet to be furnished. His successor, the 
Acting Governor, will doubtless inspect the 
work when completed, and report finally 
to His Majesty.—Rescript: It is noted. 
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August 3rd.—(1) Memorial from the 
Court of Censors, requesting that the Censor 
of the Roadway Office in the metropolis 
may be relieved of his duties for having 
taken upon himself to draw up regulations 
for the taxation of brass-founders without 
reference to the Censors of the five divisions 
of the capital. His arbitrary conduct 
having been made the subject of a protest 
from the brass-founders, he came in person 
to the Censorate and explained that it was 
his intention to submit a draft code of 
regulations to his colleagues. His conduct 
in this matter having been found, on 
reference to the Board of Revenue, to be 
quite out of order—the Censors of Road- 
ways having no control over shops or trade 
—the Court have to pray that K’ung 
Haien-yi, the Censor in question, may be 
relieved of his duties in connection with 
the superintendence of streets and road- 
ways.—Granted by decree earlier issued. 

(2) Mu T’u-shan, Tartar General at 
Foochow, and Superintendent of Maritime 
Customs at that port, reports the trans- 
mission of Tls. 60,600 to the Board of 
Revenue, being an instalment in repayment 
of advances to the army of the North-west 
made some years ago by that Department. 

(3) Memorial from Li Hung-chang, 
submitting a return of revenue collected at 
the Tientsin native Customs during the 
year ended June, 1881. The following are 
the sums at which the Tientsin native 
Customs are assessed :— 


Regular assessment ........04. see Ls, 40,464 
Porterage for Imperial copper....... 7,692 
Surplus assessment ..... Seeescoeeees - 20,000 


Grant for expenses of Customs 
establishment .....cscessecseceeree 


Total, Ts... 


12,823 





80,979 





The following collections have been 
made :— 
Actually collected ..........ssseesseeee 51,458.8 
Rebatement of duties on articles 
carried by grain junks......... 30,905.7 





Total, Tls...82,364.5 


showing a surplus of Tls. 1,385. This is 
exclusive of Tls. 12,380 collected on account 
of the Office of the Imperial Household. 
August 4th.—(1) A decree directing the 
Board of Rites to report on the best means 
of putting a stop to the various abuses 
connected with the examination of Manchus 
for the degree of hsiu-ts’ai. This decree 
has been called forth by a memorial lately 
submitted by Shang Hsien, an Expositor of 
the Hanlin, representing that the irregulari- 
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ties in question have been disgracefully 
prevalent of late. 

(2) Memorial from the Governor-General 
of the Hukuang provinces, reporting the 
dispersal of a band of robbers that had long 
infested the ditticult country constituting 
the boundary between Hupeh, Hunan, and 
Szechuen. They had maintained them- 
selves on the densely wooded mountain 
spurs of that region since 1878, and had 
been a great source of terror to the neigh- 
hourhood. By means of a well concerted 
midnight attack, however, they were 
surrounded and attacked, and the principal 
leaders, after a desperate resistance, cap- 
tured or put to the sword. Memorialist 
concludes by asking that the usual distinc- 
tions may be conferred on the officials who 
most contributed to the success achieved. 
—Granted by rescript. 

(3) The Lieutenant-General of the 
Manchu division of the Bordered White 
Banner reports that Heng Hui, an expect- 
ant official writer in the Board of Works, 
has anticipated his arrest by absconding. 
[He is the official charged with having 
forged the signature of Ching Lien, 
President of the Board of Revenue, and as 
such figures prominently in the case of 
embezzlement of Imperial bounty money 
which is creating a good deal of stir in 
Peking at present.] It is now asked that 
the metropolitan police be at once called 
upon to effect his capture.—A decree on 
this subject has already appeared. 

(4) The Military Governors of Moukden 
and Kirin report the result of a commission 
appointed to mark out accurately the 
boundary line between the provinces of 
Féng-t’ien and Kirin. In 1878 and 1879 
similar commissions were deputed for the 
delimitation of the boundary in question, 
but there was much discrepancy between 
the reports they submitted, and Chinese 
squatters took advantage of the general 
uncertainty prevailing to encroach upon 
the hunting grounds situate in Kirin which 
they are forbidden by law to enter. The 
appointment of fresh commissioners, who 
might be relied upon thoroughly to perform 
their work, was accordingly deemed 
necessary, and memorialist begs to report 
that they have accurately and efficiently 
accomplished the task entrusted to them. 
—Rescript: Let the Board take note. 

(5) The Governor of Shansi reports the 
remittance to Peking of Tls. 50,000, being 
afresh instalment of the Tls. 400,000 at 
which the land-tax for Shansi is this year 
assessed. 

August 5th.—(1) A decree. The Board of 
Astronomy report that they have reverently 
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selected the 9th of the 9th moon as an 
auspicious day for the remains of the late 
Empress to be removed to their final resting- 
lace, the P’u-hsiang-yii at the Ting-tung- 
ing. On the 17th they are to be con- 
signed to the earth to enjoy overlasting 
peace. The various formalities involved, 
and all the necessary arrangements, will 
be carefully undertaken by the Offices 
concerned and by the Governor-General 
of Chihli. A 

(2) A decree ordering the prompt 
. capture and punishment of Chang Ch’i and 
others, accused by a second Secretary and 
Imperial clansman of having on two occa- 
sions desecrated and robbed his ancestral 
cemetery, situate in Shun-t’ien Fu. 

(3) A decree. On the 9th of the 9th 
moon the Empress will reverently escort 
the remains of her late Imperial colleague 
to the P’u-hsiang-yii, where they will 
remain in eternal peace. There need be no 
special Imperial road made.—Let the 
Board take note. 

(4) Memorial from Li Hung-chang. Last 
year great devastation was caused in Chihli 
by extensive flouds, and large sums of 
money were needed to assist the sufferers, 
and to repair the ravages of the inunda- 
tions. The provincial exchequer being 
unable to bear the drain upon its resources, 
an appeal for funds was made to outside 
provinces. The province of Chékiang 
responded with a contribution of more 
than Tls. 100,000. Memorialist prays that 
so liberal and timely a gift may be suitably 
acknowledged, and submits for the Imperial 
approval a long list of rewards which he 
begs may be bestowed on those Chékiang 
ofticials who were the most active promoters 
of the contribution. —Referred to the Board. 

(5) Memorial from the same officer. 
The officers and men composing the 
garrison of Ku-pei-k’ou originally drew 
their full pay and commutation allowance 
for rations, in silver. Subsequently, the 
public exchequer being embarrassed by 
war expenses, they drew half in silver 
and half in warrant notes. When the 
issue of these notes was discontinued, the 
officers were given six-tenths and the men 
seven-tenths of their pay in silver. This 
arrangement is still in force, but the com- 
plaint is general that the above proportion 
is inadequate to meet the daily expenses of 
the garrison. Application has been made 
on their behalf to memorialist, who con- 
siders that Ku-pei-k’ou is, in respect of 
importance, on a par with Kalgan, where 
the rate of pay prevailing at present is 
seven-tenths for the officers and eight-tenths 
for the men. He prays that, as an act of 
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Imperial bounty, this rate of pay may be 
extended to the garrison at Ku-pei-k’ou 
from the commencement of the next 
autumn quarter.—Rescript : Let the Board 
take note. 

(6) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
having remitted the first instalment of the 
amount due from the Chékiang Customs 
(Maritime) revenue for the present year. 
The total assessment of this establishment 
is Tls. 200,000. The Hai-kuan Taotai at 
Ningpo has now succeeded with great 
difficulty in raising Tls. 10,000, sent here- 
with. 

August 6th.—(1) A decree called forth 
by a representation of the Secretaries in 
charge of the Peking Granaries, as to the 
unsatisfactory condition of the rice brought 
up by the so-called ‘‘China Merchants’ 
Steamship Company.” The quality is far 
from being uniformly good, and much of it 
is bruised and otherwise damaged. The 
Governor-General of Chihli is to instruct 
the officers of the Company to depute an 
official of the rank of Taotai to reside 
permanently at Tientsin during the carry- 
lug season and inspect the grain as it 
arrives. The Governors of Chékiang and 
Kiangsu are to order the various ofticials 
connected with the grain transport before 
its shipment at Shanghai, to redouble their 
exertions to secure rice which shall be dry, 
full, and clean. 


(2) The Board of Punishments report the 
decision they have arrived at in the case 
of Chao Ch’ing-shao, the expectant sub- 
Prefect who some time since submitted to 
the Throne, through the Censorate, a 
memorial embodying a spurious Imperial 
edict. It is now established beyond all 
doubt that the official in question had no 
doubts as to the genuineness of the 
document that had fallen into his hands. 
But the law provides that a penalty of 100 
blows, with banishment for three years, be 
inflicted on any one who ona matter of 
present interest which does not particularly 
concern him, shall submit a memorial con- 
taining statements at variance with fact. 
The culprit in this instance holding 
substantive official rank, the punishment 
will be more severe, and he is accordingly 
sent to expiate his offence by service on 
the military post roads. 


(3) Mu T’u-shan, Tartar General and 
Superintendent of Customs at Foochow, 
reports the remission to the military 
Governor of Féng-t’ien of Tls. 20,000, 
being the yearly subsidy due from Foochow 
towards the military expenses of that 
province. 
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(4) The same officer reports the transmis- 
sion to Peking of the yearly subsidy due 
from his department on account of the pay 
of the Ili troops. In ordinary years the 
amount is Tls. 30,000, but this year con- 
taining an intercalary month, it is Tls. 
32,500, which sum has been raised by 
loans from native merchants and will be 
despatched, in bills, on the 8th of the 6th 
month, 

August 7th.—(1) A decree allowing 
Li Shan, the Superintendent of the Imperial 
Manufactory at Soochow, to retire in 
mourning. The Acting Governor of Kiangsu 
is temporafily to discharge the Superinten- 
dent’s duties. 

(2) Memorial from the Governor-General 
of the Kuang provinces. Among the 
many forms of gambling prevalent in 
Kuangtung there is none more generally 
indulged in or more mischievous in its 


results than the Wei Hsing (eg Yt), or 


the lotteries at which the names of candi- 
dates for the triennial provincial examina- 
tions are drawn for. Repeated edicts 
have been issued and unusual care has 
been exercised to put a stop to this 
practice, but as yet only a very partial 
success has been attained. During the 
nine months ended June, 1881, fourteen 
arrests were made in Kuangtung, of 
persons found to be selling tickets for 
the lottery in question, On examination 
they all proved to be agents of a central 
oftice in Canton. They had altogether 
disposed of tickets to the amount of 
Ts. 78,000 odd, which sum has been seized 
and deposited in memorialist’s yamén. 
Memorialist has caused them to be punished 
with the utmost rigour the law allows, 
aud whilst reporting this fact to His 
Majesty, he concludes his memorial by 
strongly representing the inadequacy of the 
punishment at present in force to suppress, 
or even materially to check, the spirit of 
ganbling which has long disgraced the 
provinces under his care; and he begs to 
submit for the Imperial approval a severer 
scale of penalties which he trusts will in 
time work the desired change. 

August 8th.—(1) A decree in answer to 
a@ memorial from the Censor Shao Chi- 
ch’eng, who represents that Wang Ch’ing- 
chiin, a First Secretary in the Board of 
Works, has been placed on the staff of 
ofticials charged with the duty of superin- 
tending the arrangements for the forth- 
coming Imperial funeral, Although it is 
generally allowable for a high official to 
place his son on any ordinary commission 
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fur the purpose of widening his experience, | 
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yet in this instance the Secretary in quos- 
tion has been on duty at the Board a very 
short time, and the fact that he is now 
entrusted with a most important duty has 
given rise to much comment. He is 
accordingly to be removed from the staff. 
In the case of two other Secretaries, Ching 
Li and Su Ling, their period of service has 
been longer, but a particular watch is from 
time to time to be kept upon their conduct 
by the high officers of the Board. 

(2) Memorial from Ming An, Military 
Governor of Kirin, applying for leave to 
throw open for cultivation the hunting 
grounds which lie at the south of his 
province and separate it from that of Fényg- 
tien. In former times large herds of deer 
and other animals would stray northwards 
from the Féng-t’ien hunting grounds, but 
since these latter grounds have been 
reclaimed there is scarcely an animal of 
any sort to be found in those of Kirin. 
Moreover, the tract of country in question 
is possessed of a rich soil and is said to show 
on its surface signs of coal, lead, and iron. 
To ascertain more exactly its conditions, a 
commission was appointed to survey the 
ground lying between Su Mi on thie east 
and Ch’ing Ting-tzti on the west, and their 
report being favourable both as regards tho 
richness of the soil and its mineral wealth, 
memorialist now prays that it may be 
entirely thrown open for all Chinese 
subjects who wish to settle there anid 
bring it under cultivation.—Granted by 
rescript. 

(3) Chih Hsing, Superintendent of 
Customs at the Sha Hu Pass, in Shansi, 
reports having brought to Peking, for 
delivery to the Treasury of the Privy Purse, 
Tls. 15,927, being the surplus duty receipts 
at that station for the nine months ended 
July, 1881. 

August 9th.—(1) A decree, occupying 
sixteen pages of the Gazette, conferring 
various distinctions on a large number of 
officials, present and past members of the 
State Historiographer’s Ojflice, on the 
completion of the chronicles of the reigu 
of ‘’ung Chih. 

(2) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
another remittance to Peking of Tls. 30,000, 
on account of land-tax. The total assess- 
ment of his province for this year is 
Tis. 350,000. 

August 10th.—(1) A decree in answer to 
a memorial from the Ottice of Gendarmerie 
complaining that there is a great pressure 
of important work at present on their 
hands, and no funds wherewith to defray 
the necessary expenses. The salt manu- 
factories of Huai-an being largely in debt 
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to the above Office, the Governor-General 
of the Two Kiang provinces is directed to 
call upon the Salt Commissioner at once to 
raise a sum of Tis, 40,000. Failing this, 
the Governor is himself to collect this 
amount from any items there may bein the 
Provincial chest, and forward it with all 
despatch to Peking, where it is all-important 
that it shall arrive before the commence- 
ment of the ninth month (the date fixed 
for the late Empress’s funeral). The Salt 
Commissioner is to be looked to for the 
repayment of the loan. 

- (2) Memorial from the Governor of the 
Two Kuang provinces. The well-being of 
a State depends largely upon the inatitu- 
tions and the system of education estab- 
lished by those in authority, but among 
the lower classes the force of habit is 
paramount. Under these conditions it is 
all-important that the people should have a 
good example set to them, and memorialiat 
has always deemed it his duty, when 
‘he hears of great and unobtrusive merit in 
private life, to bring the same to the notice 
of His Majesty. Two such cases he has 
recently.discovered in the provinces under 
his care. Chu Tz’i-ch’i, a metropolitan 
graduate, was formerly Acting Magistrate of 
the Hsiang Ling district, in Shansi, in which 
capacity he undertook and brought to 
completion many important river works, 
reclaiming no less than 30,000 mow of land, 
upon which at the present time the inhabit- 
ants depend largely for their subsistence. 
Memorialist heard of this himself whilst in 
Shansi. Chu Tz’it-ch’i has since led a 
quiet and exemplary life, the good effects 
of which have made themselves widely felt. 
Among these is noticeable the fact that the 
village in which he resides is not in debt 
for arrears of land-tax, a condition of 
things which is rare in the extreme 
throughout the province. The second 
case is that of Ch’en-ni, a provincial 
graduate, He was formerly a friend of 
the Grand Secretary Tséng Kuo-fan, and is 
aman of most extensive learning and 
blameless life. His great influence for 
good manifests itself most unmistakeably 
in the character and deportment of those 
scholars who have enjoyed the advantage 
of being his pupils. Both he and Chu 
Tz ti-ch'i are past the age of seventy, and 
memorialist would be greatly wanting in 
his duty, were he to neglect bringing their 
names to the Imperial notice. 

August 11th.—(1) Postscript memorial 
from Ting Pao-chén, Governor-General of 
Szechuen. Some suspicious circumstances 
having been brought to light concerning 
one Chou Li-ho, who had risen from the 
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ranks of the irregulars to the position of 
Lieutenant-Colonel in the Chinese army, a 
search was instituted at his quarters, where 
several counterfeit seals and a number of 
spurious commissions and other documents 
were discovered. On being questioned he 
obstinately refused to make any explana- 
tions. His design probably was to extort 
money and otherwise impose upon chance 
travellers. Memorialist prays that he may 
be stripped of his rank preparatory to 
being placed on his trial. 

August 12th.—A decree in answer to a 
complaint of the Board of War that, with 
the exception of Chékiang, no province has 
this year sent in a return of the cavalry 
ponies maintained in its various military 
camps. Indeed, most of the provinces have 
not submitted such a return for many 
years. The rule is here enunciated afresh 
that in the tenth month of every year the 
returns must be regularly forwarded - 
to the Board, who will embody them in a 
memorial to the Throne at the end of the 

ear. : 

(2) Memorial from Ching Lien, President 
of the Board of Revenue, who was lately 
directed to report on the case of En Ch’itan, 
Superintendent of Live Stock and House 
Duty for the Eastern Division of Peking, 
This official has paid over in full the amount 
at which the regular duties are assessed, 
but on the surplus assessment he shows a 
deficit of Tis. 15,824. The causes to which 
he attributes this deficit are (first); owing to 
the prolonged absence of snow last winter 
and the lateness of the rains this year, the 
drovers in charge of the sheep and pigs which 
are annually driven down to Peking had 
great difficulty in finding provender for their 
animals, and the number that arrived at 
Peking was thus much smaller than usual. 
Secondly, those that did arrive could not 
find a ready market, and for the most part 
remained outside the walls. Again, ponies 
are now not allowed to be sold inside thecity, 
and the duty thus lost to his office is consider- 
able. Lastly, a great number of animals 
have this year been required for Imperial 
sacrifices, and such animals are by law 
duty-free. Memorialist considers that these 
causes are sufficient to explain the falling 
off in the duty receipts, and prays that, in 
accordance with precedent, the fine of two 
years’ salary, to which the Superintendent 
has rendered himself liable, may be 
graciously remitted. It is the duty of the 
Board, however, to recommend that, as 
usual in these cases, he be required to 
make good three-fifths of Tls. 15,824, the 
amount of his deficit. A decree on thig 
subject has appeared in an earlier isgue, 
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(3) The Superintendent of the Imperial 
Manufactory at Soochow reports having 
remitted to Peking, . 

Satin and crape for the 
Board of Revenue... 2,000 pieces. 
Satin and crape for the 





Palace ........ Saesass . 390 ,, 
Silk and damask.. 3,800 ,, 
Large kerchiefs ......... 1,000 


Small = do. 
Silk thread .........cc0008 


eescesee 2,000 
660 catties. 


Strings for musical 

instruments ......... . 10_=—=«y,; 
White silk ........... eee 1,600 ,, 
Fine cloth .........scc008 3,000 pieces. 


The above articles constitute rather under 
four-fifths of the grand indent ordered 
from Peking. The rest of the order will 
be completed when the establishment is in 
receipt of the funds due to it from the 
Provincial chest. Rescript : Noted. 

(4) The same officer reports having 
despatched to the Office of the Imperial 
Household, 1,210 pieces of miscellaneous 
embroidered silks and satins ordered from 
Peking last year. Noted. 

August 13th.—(1) The President of the 
Board of Revenue submits his report on 
the subject of the deficit in the Live stock 
and House duty receipts for the Western 
division of Peking. The memorial is the 
counterpart of one which appeared in 
yesterday's Gazette with reference to the 
duty receipts for the Eastern division of 
the city. In this case the deficit is smaller, 
amounting to Tls. 6,106 only. The office 
of Superintendent was last year held by 
two incumbents, for nine and three months 
respectively. It is prayed that the former 
of these may be graciously excused the 
penalty of fine of one year’s salary to 
which he has rendered himself liable. In 
accordance with custom, however, it is 
recommended that each Superintendent be 
called upon to make good three-fifths of 
the amount he failed to collect during his 
tenure of office. Decree has appeared, 

August 14th.—(1) A Decree. We have 
respectfully received the announcement 
that on the 9th of the 9th moon (October 
31st) the Empress Tz’ Hsi will proceed 
from the city to escort the remains of the 
late Empregs to their eternal resting-place 
at the P’u Hsiang Yii. On the 13th the 
coffin will be temporarily deposited at the 
Lung En Tien. Qn the 14th homage will 
be paid at the Chao Hai Ling, (mausoleum 
of the consort of T’ai Tsung); the Hsiao 
Ling, (mausoleum of Emperor Shun Che) ; 
the Hsiao Tung Ling, (mausoleum of 
Empress of Shun Che); the Ching Ling, 
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(mausoleum of K’ang Hsi) ; the Yii Ling, 
(mausoleum of Ch’ien Lung) ; and the Ting 
Ling, (mausoleum of Hsien Feng); after 
which offerings will be made and libations 
poured out at the table of the funeral ban- 
quet, which ended, homage will be paid at 
the Hui Ling, (mausoleum of T’ung Chih.) 
On the 16th the last parting ceremonies 
will be duly performed at the funeral table. 
On the 17th the remains will be consigned 
to the earth, and the tablet of the late 
Empress will be escorted back to Peking 
with all tenderness and respect, there to 
be placed in the T’ai Miao. On the 20th 
the Empress will return to the palace. 

August 15th—(1) The Governor of Shan- 
tung reports the wreck, three months ago, 
of the s.s. Hankwang belonging to the 
China Merchants’ Steamship Company, 
She was bound for Tientsin and had on 
board 5812 piculs of rice for the Imperial 
granaries besides a miscellaneous cargo. 
On the 18th of May last, whilst in a dense 
fog, she struck on a reef off the coast of 
Shantying some hundred miles from Chefoo, 
Half the cargo was at once thrown over- 
board to lighten her, but the bottom of the 
ship had been staved in and she was 
leaking badly and could not be got off, 
The Taotai residing at Chefoo, on receipt 
of the news, at once despatched the s.s. 
T’ai An with capable officers on board to her 
assistance. All efforts to move her how- 
ever proved unavailing, and the officers had 
to content themselves with transferring 
the remainder of the cargo, more or less 
damaged by seawater, to the shore, and 
hiring a large gang of men to take out her 
machinery. On May 28th and June 6th 
respectively two of the Company’s steamers 
arrived from Shanghai with 200 Chinese 
and foreign workmen on board, These 
soon succeeded in removing the engines 
and set to work to repair the bottom of 
the vessel in the hope of floating her. 
Their labours progressed satisfactorily and 
were on the point of succeeding, when a 
violent gale came on and undid all that 
had been accomplished. The vessel became 
a complete wreck and was disposed of, as 
she lay, to a foreigner, The damaged rice 
and vuther cargo was conveyed back to 
Shanghai. Memorialist observes that 
although the vessel ran ashore in a fog, 
those in charge of her cannot fairly be 
accused of negligence in her management, 
The head insurance office (? of the Com- 
pany) has without doubt fixed rules under 
which all claims arising out of the loss of 
the rice and other cargo will be disposed 
of.—Rescript; Let the Board of Revenue 
take note, 
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(2) The same officer submits a return of 
the sums expended last year by the Chi- 
nan Fu Arsenal. An unusually heavy 
call was last year made upon this establish- 
ment for arms and powder to be used at 
various military reviews. A remission was 
also made to Kirin of 30,000 pounds of 
powder, and 600,000 copper caps. The 
total out-turn for the year was, 

Various kinds of gunpowder., lbs. 114,000 
Breech-loading Martini rifles. ............ 121 
Caps ssoscoscoscerceveesscesceseeserenseed) 900,000 
Lead bullets .....0..sssesssessssessees .---700,000 
Various mechanical appliances on 

the foreign model.......... sesesee 1,700 


The total cost of the materials, pay of work- 
men, expense of superintendence &c., was 
Tis, 46,226, of which Tls. 27,000 was issued 
from the land tax receipts lying in the 
provincial treasury, and the difference 
Tis. 19,226 was made up by the sale of the 
various munitions of war to the different 
military camps, and from the money realised 
on an order for gunpowder from the 
Government of Szechuen. Memorialist 
has carefully looked over the accounts of 
the establishment and finds them correct. 
—Rescript ; Let the Board take note. 


August 16th.—The Governor-General of 
the Two Kuang reports having forwarded 
to Peking Taels 172,400, being this year’s 
second instalment from the Kuang-tung 
Customs. 


(2) Li Ho-nien, Director-General of the 
Yellow River, makes an application on 
behalf of the workmen attached to the 
different stations and locks on that part of 
the Grand Canal which lies within his 
jurisdiction. These workmen at present 
number more than 2,700, and the various 
departments and districts through which the 
Canal runs are charged with the duty of 
providing the 30,000 odd 'Tavls which are 
yearly due to them; or, failing this souree, 
the Provincial Treasurer is to supply the 
sum. At present however the contributions 
due from the districts in question have in 
a great many cases been excused them, on 
account of the inundations and other 


calamities from which the country has | 


long been suffering. The workmen have 
in consequence been reduced to great 
distress, and as the season is now fast 
approaching for the conveyance of the 
tribute grain to Peking vid Canal, memori- 
alist apprehends ditticulties and the delay 
public business. The Provincial Treasury 

eing ombarrassed by other calls upon its 
resources, memorialist suggests that the 
intendant of the Yen Yi Circuit be called 
to supply the requisite sum from the River 
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funds at his disposal.—Rescript: Let it 
be as requested. 

(3) The same officer reports that the 
embankments of the Yellow River have 
been strengthened and repaired against the 
coming summer freshets. No anxiety need 
be entertained by the Emperor on this 
score.—Rescript: Noted. 

August 17th.—-(1) A decree permitting 
Sang Oh’iin-jung, formerly President of 
the Board of Punishments, to repair a 
second time to the Lw Ming banquet, and 
bestowing upon him the honorary title of 
‘Guardianship of the Heir Apparent.” 
The officer in question held high office for 
more than forty years; he is now aged 82, 
and this year completes the sixtieth anni- 
versary of the examination in which he 
attained the degree of chii-jén. 

(2) Memorial from Shang Hsien, Exposi- 
tor of the Hanlin. Memorialist lately 
read in the Gazette an Imperial Decree, 
directing the Board of Rites to report on 
the best nieans of putting a stop to the 
abuses prevailing at the examinations for 
the degree of (Manchu) hsiu-ts’ai at Pe- 
king, it having been discovered at a recent 
competition that no fewer than 44 of the 
essays were written by substitutes. 
Memorialist fears that the abuses in 
question are by no means confined to 
Manchu examinations or to examinations 
held at Peking. His own family has 
resided at Moukden for many generations, 
and the nature of the competitions held 
there is but too familiar to him. Candidates 
that enter the Hall in person are quite the 
exception ; hired substitutes are the rule, 
One of these latter is enabled through long 
practice to write essays for several competi- 
tors. Of the few who actually enter the 
Hall, a certain proportion bribe the under- 
lings to allow essays prepared outside to 
be passed in to them. Honest competitors 
stand no chance against the hired experts 
of essay writing. True, there is a reyula- 
tion obliging successful graduates to write 
an essay in the presence of the Senior 
Examiner, which, if they succeed in 
finishing within the prescribed time, and 
if the handwriting agrees with their 
previous productions, entitles them to 
receive their certificate. At present not 
three men in ten are equal to this 
ordeal, and the examiners, through 
favouritism or fear, have dispensed with 
the test altogether. A former Military 
Governor of Moukden, Tulisinya, incurred 
much odium for insisting on the test and 
refusing their certificates to a large number 
of dishonest competitors. |Memorialist 
concludes by praying that whatever 
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regulations forthe prevention of such abuses 
are decided on in the case of Peking competi= 
tions, may be held equally to apply to 
those conducted in Moukdeu. For decree 
see Gazette of Auguat 4th. : 

(3) A long memorial from the Governor 
of Shantung, the rehearing of an appeal 
case, (with the invariable result, via., the 
punishment of the appellant and the estab- 
lishment of the fact that his suspicions 
were without foundation), together with a 
memorials on formal matters, complete the 
remainder of this day’s issue. 

August 18th.—(Court Oircular.) The 
newly appointed Governor of Shun-tien 
paid his respects on his arrival at Peking. 

(1) The Military Governor of Moukden 
reports that the lekin dues collected at 
Newchwang during the twelve months end- 
ing June Ist, 1881, amount to Tls. 81,423. 
OF this one-tenth has been retained to 
defray the expenses of collecting, &., and 
the remainder has been paid into the 
Provincial Chest at Moukden. 

(2) The Governor of Shantung reports 
‘the despatch of the following sums :— 

To Peking (4th and 5th instal- 
MENS) .is.cescrscsssrecsessceses LIS, 50,600 

To the Manchuria provinces (pay 
75,000 


Of tLOOPS)..c..cccrecrectsceeeeees gy 
To Tientsin (pay of troops and 

20,000 
8,000 


subsidy to Arsenal) ........ o 99 
To Kuei-chow (pay of troops)... ,, 
Total......Tls, 153,600 
(3) Memorial from Military Lieutenant- 
Governor of Jehol, Ch‘ung-yi (now trans- 
ferred to Moukden). When memorialist took 
over charge at Jehol, he inherited from his 
predecessor a stock of 483 unfinished cases 
of all which had been entered for hearing 
previous to August 1878. It was decided, 
after application to the Throne, that a 
proportion of these should be cleared off 
simultaneously with disputes of more 
recent standing, whilst for the hearing of 
those that were more than usually com- 
“plicated, a separate Oourt was inatituted, 
presided over by a wei-yiian. Subsequently, 
the usefulness of this Court not being 
sufficiently apparent, and the number of cases 
disposed of by it being extremely small, it 
was abolished, and the usual method of 
settlement in the local courts again resorted 
to, special officers being deputed to’ visit 
those districts where the pressure of busi- 
ness was unusually great. ‘he result, of 
these measures was that during the two 
years ended April 1881, 414 of the suits 
above adverted to were settled, among 
which were many that had been pending 








of the remaining 69, thé prospect-ie not. - - 
They ar& alt -cases cof lovg: - - — 


very bright. 
standing and more or less involved. Adde 
to this, the principal parties to them 
have in many cases disappeared; men 
have emigrated and women have married, 
and those perhaps whose evidence would 
be most important to obtain have good 
reasons for keeping in: the backgronnd. 
Mongols too are implicated, and these 
from their method of life are most difficult 
to subpoena. Memorialist feels sure that 
it is through no fault on the part of the 
officers under him, that the cases still 
remain unsettled, and he concludes by 
expressing a hope that any reward or token 
of Imperial approbation that would other- 
wise fall to their lot, may not be withheld 
from them on this account. Rescript i— 
Noted. 

August 19th.—(1) Memorial from Chi Ko, 
Superintendent of the Imperial Granaries, 
representing the unsatisfactory condition 
of the tribute rice from time to time 
brought up from Kiangsu and Ché-chiang 
by the “‘ China Merchants’ Steamship Com- 
pany.” The Company at present convey 
(yearly) from these two provinces no less 
than 400,000 piculs, a regular proportion 
of which is found on delivery to be more 
or less damaged. There is an official of the 
rank of Taotai deputed to superintendent 
the unloading of the grain, but he does not 
necessarily reside at Tientsin and cannot 
be always depended on. Memorialist sug- 
gests that the Oompany be called upon to 
appoint a Taotai who shall reside perman- 
ently at Tientsin for the express purpose 
of examining the quality of the rice as each 
instalment arrives.—Granted by decree 
earlier issued. , 

(2) The Governor of Kiangsu reports the 
execution of two criminals convicted of 
murder. Wu Yin-ch‘uan, master of a boat 
plying on the T‘ai Hu, and Lu A-yuny, 
boatman, were conveying a passenger and 
his effects across the lake, when, observing 
that his boxes were very heavy, they con- 
ceived the idea of murdering him and 
making off with the plunder. ‘They accord- 
ingly pushed him overboard and left him 
to drown. On arriving at their destination 
they gave out that their fare had lost his 
life in an affray with pirates. A rigorous 
cross-examination however ‘succeeded in 
bringing the truth to light, and memorialist 
ordered their instant decapitation and the 
exposure of their heads in the ypicinity of 
the scene of their crime.—Rescript: Noted. 

August 20th.—(Court Circular.) Yu 
Po-ch’uan, the new Governor of Shun-t’ien, 


ten years or more. For the adjudication | had audience. 
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="to collet. ftom’ auy available source and 


remit to the Board of War Tis. 22,800, 
owing on account of arrears of Crown land 
rents. The money is required tv purchase 
horses and carts for the forthcoming 
Imperial funeral, and must positively reach 
Peking during the course of the present 
month. 

(2) Li Shan, Superintendent of the Im- 
perial manufactory at Su-chow, who now 
retires in mourning, reports to the Throne 
in a series of memorials the settlement of 
some outstanding accounts due from his 
establishment. The Superintendent is 
entitled by law to draw from the provincial 
chest an annual subsidy of Tls. 30,000. In 
1879 the establishment, having a surplus 
of ‘ls. 14,400 odd, advanced it as a loan 
to the Financial Commissioner who was at 
the time in some embarrassment from want 
of funds, This sum has now been repaid, 
and memorialist has remitted the amount in 
bills to the Office of the Imperial Household. 
He has also despatched the remainder of 
an order for silks and satins which has 
been outstanding since 1877.—Rvscript : 
Noted. 

(3) Jén Lan-sheng, in charge of the 
Customs at Feng-yang (in Anhui), reports 
the remission to the Office of the Imperial 
Household of T'ls. 4,540 due on various 
small accounts from his establishment. 

(4) The same officer announces that 
during the year ended May, 1881, the 
Customs receipts at Feng-yang amount to 
Tis. 47,200. This sum, although it falls 
far short of the amount at which his 
establishment is assessed, viz., Tls. 107,159, 
compares favourably with the receipts of 
former years. The province was so long 
under the occupation of the rebels that 
trade now revives but slowly, and it is 
absolutely impossible to collect the sum 
required. : 

August 21st.—(Court Circular.) Cheng 
Tsao-ju, the new Minister to America, &c., 
had audience on his departure for his post. 

(1) Memorial from the Censor Shao Chi- 
ch’eng praying that Wang Ch’ing-chiin 
(son of Wang Wen-shao, Member of the 
Grand Council and Minister of the Tsung- 
li Yamén) may be relieved of his duties 
as a Secretary at the Board of Works. 
Memorialist observes that for many years 
past, of all the officers sent forward by the 
Board of Civil Office to serve their three 
years of probation at the various Boards, 
not one has been returned on the expiry of 
the term as uifit for substantive employ- 
ment. The inference is either that through 
lack of due scrutiny the capacity of the 
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candidates is too highly appraised, or that 
considerations of relationship or favouritism 
determine the list of recommendations to 
the Throne. The subject of the case 
under notice indeed has not even 
completed the three years’ term of pro- 
bation, when he is thus charged with 
duties of a most responsible nature. The 
object of his father is no doubt to give him 
a practical insight into the conduct of 
public affairs, and afterwards to rely upon 
his personal influence for securing him a 
permanent appuintment, This method of 
obtaining advancement, if largely practised 
would be, without doubt, detrimental to 
the public service. Apart from this, 
memorialist hears that the bearing of 
Wang Ch’ing-chiin whilst on probation at 
the Board has not shewn him to been in 
any way fitted for the important duties now 
assigned him. The prospects of the father 
too will be affected by any shortcomings 
on the part of the son, and memorialist 
begs that out of regard to Wang Wén-shao 
the recent appointment of his son may 
be cancelled.—Granted by decree varlier 
issued. 

(2) Memorial from Ch’i Yuan, Military 
Governor of Feng-t’ien, announcing that 
he has instructed ten ofticers aud men be- 
longing to the Peking Field Force, and at 
present stationed at Feny-t’ien, to return 
to Peking. They form part of the brigade 
which was some time since, on the recom- 
mendation of Ch’ung Hou, sent up to 
assist in the drilling aud organisation of 
the forces at Feng-tien. The objects for 
which they were sent have been now 
attained, and memprialist begs that the 
usual rewards may be bestowed on them. 
—Rescript : Let it be as requested. 

August 22nd.—(1) A decree. Let Liu 
K’un-yi, Governor-General of the Liang 
Kiang, come to Peking and have audience 
of Us. Let P’eng Yii-lin act in his stead 
as Governor-General and Minister Superin- 
tendent of Trade. 

(2) Pao T’ing, sub-Chancellor of the Grand 
Secretariat, and Imperial clansman, brings 
to the Imperial notice the inefficient nature 
of the guard kept at the gates of the For- 
bidden City. He attributes this state of 
things to two causes ; the inadequate pay of 
the soldiers who compose the guard in 
question, and the fact that no definite 
official is responsible for the efficiency of 
the arrangements. One of the command- 
ants of the Vanguard Division with ten 
men are daily on duty at the different vates ;. 
and also a Captain-General of the Guards 
division with a similar number of men 
under him, Both these ofticials are of the 
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same rank, and in case of misunderstanding 
there is no superior officer on the spot to 
appeal to. Memorialist begs to submit a 
draft of regulations for the maintenance 
of a more effective guard. He suygests 
that the original rules framed at the 
.commencement of the Ch’ing dynasty as to 
the ingress and evress of strangers be again 
putin force. Officials having daily business 
at the Palace should have their names 
registered at the gate through which 
they regularly pass. Provincial officials 
and others who come up for audience 
should give notice in writing at the gate, 
the day before they wish to enter. 
Workmen employed inside the Palace 
should bear on their cheek the impression 
of the seal of the department by whose 
orders they come. Eunuchs should not 
be allowed to go out without a written 
permission, nor, when they return, to 
introduce any friends or acquaintances 
within the walls; for memorialist would 
remind His Majesty of the case of Lin 
Ch’ing, who was introduced into the Palace 
by an eunuch and attempted the life of 
the Emperor Chia Ch’ing. He would also 
suggest that for the fowling pieces at pre- 
sent in use at the yates, guns of foreign 
make be substituted, and that the guard at 
two of the less frequented gates be streng- 
thened. If these sugyestions meet the 
Imperial approval and a high officer be 
deputed to give effect to them, memorialist 
feels sure that His Majesty will long 
remain secure from any danger arising 
from unauthorised entries into the Palace 
grounds. 

(3) Memorial from the same officer pray- 
ing that measures may be taken to restrain 
the unseemly curiosity and crowding of 
the lower classes in Peking, on the occa- 
sions when His Majesty proceeds to the 
T’ai Miao or other temples. * 

August 23rd.—(1) Eu Ch’eng, Comp- 
troller of the Household and President of 
the Board of Rites, submits a strong 
appeal to the Throne for funds to enable 
him to carry out the necessary ‘arrange- 
ments for the approaching Imperial funeral. 
He greatly fears that unless money be 
forthcoming at once his preparations will 
still be incomplete when the 31st of 
October, the date on which the cortége is 
to leave Peking, arrives. 

(2) Memorial from T’u Tsung-ying, 
Governor of Honan, representing that 
there is still an excessive number of ex- 
pectants of office in his province, causing a 
block in the promotion lists and yreatly 
retarding public business. It is true that 
no expectauts were drafted from the Buard 
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last year, but previous.bo the 
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issue of the ~ 


Imperial decree sanctioning-this cojrse, at: .- 
had become known thaf the -Tdirene’-had- - - 


been memorialised on the matter and the 
consequence was that there was an imme- 
diate rush of expectants to their post at 
the provincial capital. At present there 
are awaiting employment :— 


Expectant Taotais ...........0..00.25.. 50 odd 
» Sub-Prefects, Assistant 
Sub-Prefects, and In- 
dependent Depart- 
ment Mayistrates...... 90 ,, 
33 Department and Dis- 
trict Magistrates ......230 ,, 
5 Sinaller officials .........780 ,, 


Of this number very few indeed can ever 
hope for real preferment, and the large 
majority must not even look fur temporary 
employment. Meanwhile, many of them 
are reduced to extreme distress, and 
memorialist feels it his duty to recommend 
that no more officials of this class be sent 
forward for another year.—Rescript : Let 
the Board deliberate and report. 

(3) Li P’ei-ching, Governor of Kiangsu, 
represents the insufficient quantity of cop- 
per coin current in the jurisdiction of 
Huai-an and Ch’ing-chiang. In 1862 a 
Government Bank for the issue of paper 
notes was opened in this locality and was 
pronounced at the time to be a great con- 
venience to everybody. Memorialist now 
proposes to revive this institution under 


its old name, T’ung Yiian (i UR). 
—Rescript: Noted. 

August 24th.—(1).A Decree. The Im- 
perial Equipage Department represent that 
there are no funds at their disposal to 
defray the cost of the preparations they 
have been called upon to make. Let Li 
Hung-chang give positive orders to the 
Provincial Treasurer and Salt Commissioner 
of Chihli to raise ‘lls. 40,000 and remit the 
sum to Peking before the first uf the eighth 
moon, 


(2) Memorial from Li Hung-chang bring- 
ing to the Imperial notice the services of 
Li Ch’ao-i, late Governor of Shun-t’ien, 
who died in Peking last winter. The 
deceased officer took his degree as chin 
shih in 1845, and held in turn the Magis- 
tracies of the P’ing-ku, Jao-yang and 
San-ho Districts. Thence he was promoted 
to be District Mayistrate of Ta-hsing Hsien 
(one of the two Districts which constribute 
the city of Peking.) He was soon 
appointed Sub-Prefect of Tung-lu (a sub- 
Prefecture close to Peking) and then Pre- 
fect of Tai-ming Fu in Chihli. For his great 
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ener ; Py: displayed-in organising levies dur- 
7g t eFaipinp rebellion, he was given the 


: 2°: -"brévet rank’ of Taotai, and subsequently 


was awarded the peacock’s feather for his 
gallantry in engaging 10,000 nien fei at 
Sha-ho Hsien, having under his command 
500 men only. In 1868 Tséng Kuo-fan 
brought his services to the notice of the 
Throne, speaking of him in the highest 
terms. He was then promoted to be 
Taotai of the Yung-ting River. In 1877 
he held the acting appointmet of Pro- 
vincial Judge in Chihli. 
he was appointed Salt Commissioner in 
Shantung, and in December 1879 he 
became Governor of Shun-t’un. He died 
at his post, still in the vigour of life, his 
age being under sixty. The usual posthu- 
mous rewards for officers of his rank and 
long service, are asked for and granted. 

(3) Memorial from the Acting Governor 
of Kueichow, praying that the debt of 
the Imperial Government to the Military 
establishments of that province (amounting 
to many millions of taels) on account of 
arrears of pay, &c., may be considered 


cancelled, and that in lieu thereof His’ 


Majesty will grant more chii jen deyrees to 
to be competed for in the native provinces 
of the various creditors.—Rescript : Let 
the Board deliberate and report. 
August 25th.—No documents of import- 
ance. 
August 26th.—A Decree in answer to a 
memorial from Lin Jui-ch’i praying for 
an inquiry into the management of the 
various lekin collectorates throughout the 
Ewpire. The Governors of all the provinces 
are called upon to inform themselves of 
the amounts collected at the different lekin 
stations within their jurisdiction, that 
those collectorates whose remittances to 
- Peking fall short of the sum actually 
collected by them may be abvlished, and 
only such stations retained as are of real 
benefit to the Revenue. 
(2) Memorial from the Censor Hu Lung- 
hsiin. In the early years of the Ch’ing 
dynasty the law provided that in cases of 
robbery with violence principals and accum- 
plices should be indiscriminately beheaded. 
Subsequently, in the 54th year of K’any Hsi 
the rigour of this law was somewhat 
abated, and it was ordained that in grave 
cases of robbery with violence, a few of the 
most guilty, such as the actual perpetrators 
or planners of the outrage should be sen- 
,tenced to decapitation, while the remainder 
should be punished by banishment. In 
1852, however, the older and severer form 
of the law was again put in force, and a 
special clause was inserted subjecting those 
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who waited outside for the purpose of 
giving the alarm or receiving the lvot, to 
the same penalty as the principals in the 
robbery. During the reign of T’ung Chih 
repeated applications were made to the 
Throne for the alteration of this law, but 
it was always replied by the Board of 
Punishments that the provinces were still 
in an unsettled state and it would be 
better to defer the proposed modification a 
few years longer. The law is consequently 
in force at the preseut moment, and memo- 
rialist makes a strong appeal to His 
Majesty fur its abolition, and the substitu- | 
tion for it of the more merciful provision 
sanctioned by K’any Hsi. In the course 
of his argument he quotes at length the 
Imperial Edict lately called forth by the 
appearance of the comet, (see Gazettes of 4th, 
8th, and 11th July), in which His Majesty 
so rightly appreciates the warnings thereby 
suggested. He proceeds to shew that in 
any band of robbers there must be some 
who are less depraved than their fellow- 
men who have been driven by poverty to 
vicious courses, or have listened to the 
plausible arguments of confirmed offenders, 
These surely deserve some consideration, 
aud memorialist prays that the Board of 
Punishments may be directed to frame a - 
law based on the principles of that promul- 
gated by K’ang Hsi, which shall clearly 
distinguish between principal and acces- 
sory or abettor in any crime of violence, 
and inflict upon the latter class, should 
equity so demand, a mitigated punishment. 

(3) The Governor of Honan reports having 
despatched to Peking Tis. 30,000 (fourth 
instalment) on account of this year’s land 
tax. 

(4) Lin Chao-yuan, Acting Governor of 
Kueichow, memorialises the Throne on 
behalf of his provincials, praying that the 
debt due to them from the Government on 
account of funds periodically supplied for 
the public service may be repaid to them 
in the shape of extra chi jen degrees, to be 
competed for at the provincial civil and 
military examinations. The number of 
such extra degrees is, in the case of all 
the provinces, limited to ten. Yiinnan, 
memorialist observes, has already been 
granted the full number, but Kueivhow 
is a much poorer province, in fact the 
poorest of the eighteen; and as the sum 
subscribed by it during the Tuiping 
rebellion was not very considerable, two 
extra degrees only were awarded it. Since 
that time Kueichow has supplemented 
the Government grants by contributions 
amounting in all to T's. 4,334,952, which 
debt memorialist prays may be considered 
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cancelled, and that instead eight extra 
degrees may be granted to the province. — 
Rescript: Noted. 

August 27th.—(1) Li Hung-chang reports 
the completion of the earth wall and moat 
enclosing the suburbs of Tientsin. One 
sweep of the wall extends from the western 
bank of the Peiho to the south of the 
Grand Canal; a second, starting from a 
point south of the Grand Canal, is 
continued to the western bank of the 
river below Tientsin ; whilst the circuit 
is completed by another division reaching 
from the eastern bank of the Peiho 
below Tientsin to the eastern bank 
of the same river above Tientsin. ‘The 
circumference of the entire wall is over 
67,000 feet. The cost of construction was 
Tis. 79,400, of which Tls, 42,000 has been 
subscribed by the officials and native mer- 
chants residing at Tientsin, the balance 
being made up by a grant from the opium 
lekin receipts. The utility of the work, 
meimorialist observes, is undeniable, and no 
pains have been spared to make it as solid 
and durable as possible. The Salt Com- 
missioner, and the Customs Taotai (Cheng 
Tsao-ju, now Minister to America) have 
each contributed Tls. 10,000 towards the 
expenses of the undertaking ; the Taotai, 
Prefect, and Magistrate of Tientsin, respec- 
tively, Tls. 1,000, Tls. 600, and Tis. 400. 
Memorialist asks that these officers may be 
suitably rewarded.—Granted by rescript. 

(2) A memorial from Li P’ei-ching, reply- 
ing to the objections made by the Board of 
Revenue to grant an extra subsidy to the 
Board of Reorganisation in Kianysu ; and 
an announcemet of the escape of a prisoner, 
charged with adultery and murder, from a 
gaol in Chékiang, are the only other docu- 
ments worthy of note in this day’s issue. 

August 28th.—(1) Memorial from Yang 
Ch’ang-chiin, Treasurer of Kansu and 
provisionally in charge of the Governor- 
Generalship of Shan-kan. When in 1872 
the Mohammedan rebels attacked the town 
of Hsi-ning, planting their scaling ladders 
against the southern wall and ascending 
like a swarm of ants for number, a thick 
belt of clouds collected from the four 
quarters of the heavens, in the midst of 
which appeared a host of ten thousand 
horses and a thousand banners coming from 
the Nanch’an Temple at the south of the 
city. At the same time a bright light 
hung over and moved round and round 
the walls. Inspirited by the right and 
‘feeling that heaven was fighting for them, 
the Imperial troops redoubled their efforts 
and the rebels were beaten off with 
heavy loss. This is only one of the many 
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occasions on which the gods worshipped 
at the Nan-ch’an miao have miraculously 
interposed to save their votaries from 
famine, pestilence, or war ; and memorialist 
prays that His Majesty will forward to the 
temple, three scrolls in the Imperial hand- 
writing, one for each of the duties who 
have so long made the district in question 
their peculiar care.—Granted by decree 
earlier issued. 


August 29th.—(1) A decree appointing 
Wang Shou-cheng Prefect of Yang-chou 
Fu in Kiangsu. 

[Note.—This is the official who has 
attended the Empress Tz’i Hsi during 
her recent illness, and to whose skill her 
recovery is attributed. ] 

(2) T’an Chung-lin, Governor of Ché- 
chiang, reports a case in which a man 
was driven to commit suicide by a 
false accusation of theft. A woman named 
Sheng Chang shih, who being unable to 
brook the authority of her husband was 
living apart from him, formed a connection 
with a band of thieves at Lé-ch’ing Hsien 
and become the receiver of the property 
stolen by them. On one occasion the 
house of Sheng Ch’ang-yi was pillaged and 
the effects as usual found their way to 
Sheng Chang shih’s house. Sheng Ch’ang- 


‘yi, however,*having reason to suspect the 


woman, caused a search to be instituted at 
her house, when not only his own property 
but the proceeds of several other roberies 
were brought to light. Sheng Chang shih 
was taken to the quarters of a captain who 
happened to be on the spot, and there 
questioned. Wishing to be revenged upon 
Sheng Ch’ang-yi for having laid the 
information, she falsely deposed that she 
had received the stolen goods in question 
from him, and orders were issued for his 
apprehension. Hearing that a warrant 
was out against him and foreseeing trouble, 
Sheng Ch’ang-yi waited till nightfall and 
then hung himself on a fir tree outside his 
own door. For her false deposition where- 


.by a man was driven to commit suicide, 


Sheng Chang shih is sentenced to 100 
blows and banishment 3,000 li, with the 
right however, being a woman, of escaping 
the penalty by a money payment. The 
captain and sergeant, for their hasty action 
in the matter, would be sentenced to 
100 blows each, but as they have already 
been cashiered, their offence need not be 
further considered. — Rescript: Let the 
Board take note. ; 

(3) The Governor-General of Min-ché, 
Ho Ching, reports the remittance to Peking 
of the following sums :— . 





Duty on tea (for Board of Revenue. 
This completes the amount due 
this year on this account) ... Tls. 14,000 


To the Imperial Household............ 15,000 
Pay of troops ...cccccossesseseeee eseeseeeeeL0,000 
Likin on Opium weeseceeeee teeeccecceecees 10,000 





Total, Tls ...49,000 





August 30th.—(1) Memorial from Tso 
Tsung-t’ang representing that there are 
jong arrears of rent owing to the Board of 
War from lands belonging to them in 
Chihli. It is the duty of the Provincial 
Treasurer of Chihli to collect these rents 
and remit the amount yearly to the Board. 
If late, however, this officer has been 
unable to collect the full sum, and a 
balance of Tls. 67,800 still remains unpaid. 
Memorialist prays that, in accordance with 
a precedent established on the occasion of 
the funeral of the last Emperor and his 
Consort, the Treasurer may be called upon 
to remit to Peking Tls. 22,800 at once, and 
repay himself hereafter from the rents of 
the lands in question.—Granted by decree 
earlier issued. 

(2) Tseng Kuo-ch’iian prays that he may 
be allowed to resign his appointment as 
Governor-General of Shan-kan. He re- 
presents that he inherited a weak conatitu- 
tion from his parents, and that the course 
of his life has been far from smooth, half 
of it, indeed, having been spent in the 
midst of trouble and calamity. In every 
post which he has held difficulties and 
obstacles of no ordinary. magnitude have 
presented themselves, and the effort entailed 
in surmounting these has told greatly upon 
his naturally feeble frame. When, last 
April, His Majesty was graciously pleased 
to grant him leave in order to recruit his 
health, memorialist hoped that by devoting 
his attention to the treatment of his malady 
he would quickly recover. Unfortunately 
the summer rains at Ch’ang-sha Fu, whither 
memorialist had retired, were heavy, and 
the exhalations from the damp soil 
greatly retarded the cure of his lameness ; 
so much so that though Ch’ang-sha Fu is 
only four or five days from memorialist’s 
mative place, he has not yet felt strong 
enough to undertake the journey. His 
doctors tell him that his ailment is due to 
frequent and excessive loss of blood from 
wounds received when on active service 
against the Taipings. Although he would 
fain petition His Majesty for a longer 
period of leave, yet when he reflects upon 
the difficult and important nature of the 
duties with which he is now invested, and 
then looks on the halting and enfeebled 
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frame with which he is to.undertake them, 


he feels he cannot do otherwise than ~ 


beseech His Majesty to allow him to 
vacate his post. His life, he imagines, is 
scarcely of more value than that of a dug 
or a horse, and at his death he will not be 
missed. His only regret is that the 
miserable state of his health will not give 
him the opportunity of repaying in the 
smallest degree the many favours he has 
received of the Imperial hands. Should 
he ever recover, he will repair to the 
Palace gates, and with his head in the dust 
leg for re-employment.—Rescript: Let 
Tseng Kuo-ch’iian take three months leave, 
and recruit his health with a quiet mind, 
he need not vacate his post. 

(3) Pei Chin-ch’iian, lately appointed 
Brigade General of Hai-mén Chen in Ché- 
kiang, reports his arrival at his post. 

(4) Memorial from Li Ming-ch’ih, 
Governor of Hunan, praying that various 
remittances to Peking from his province 
may be temporarily discontinued, and the 
amount (some Tis. 80,000), applied to the 
purposed of defraying the cost of the 300 
junks which he has been called upon to 
construct by the spring of 1884.—Referred 
to Board. 

August 31lst.—(1) A decree calling upon 
the Commandant of the Peking Gendar- 
merie to arrest and punish the proprietors 
of two tea-houses who have permitted 
theatrical performances to take place at 
their establishments, the period during 
which such performances are prohibited 
not having yet expired. 

(2) A memorial from the Governor of 
Chékiang reporting a disturbance which 
lately occurred at Ch’ang-hsing Hsien. 
The Magistrate of this district had, in 
accordance with instructions, issued pro- 
clamations calling upon the householders 
in his jurisdiction to send in an accurate 
return of all cultivated and waste lands in 


’ the district. One Chu Ping-hsiin, who 


bore a grudge against the Magistrate for 
having deprived him of his official button 
some time before, loudly denounced the 
projected measurement as having for 
its object the entry of poor land in 
the register as liable to full taxation. He 
accordinyly headed a deputation consisting 
of 300 or more of the inhabitants, who 
proceeded to the Magistracy and protested 
against the survey. The Magistrate, who 
was in Court, attempted to explain, but 
the crowd, whose numbers had received 
large accessions en route, grew uproarious 
aud proceeded to demolish the offices and 
set fire to the furniture. Luckily the main 
buildings of the Yamén together with the 
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archives escaped injury. Some ‘braves’ 
coming up at the time to ascertain the 
nature of the disturbance, two of their 
nuinber were arrested and carried off, but 
. subsequently released, by the mob. The 
disturbance did not proceed further until 
after the arrest of Chu Ping-hsiin, when 
an attack was made on the house of one of 
the gentry who was suspected of having 
given information which led to the capture. 
The ringleader however in this attack was 
seized, and the mob dispersed quietly. 
Chu Ping-hstin has been sentenced to 
inmediate decapitation with exposure of 
the head, and the rest of the prisoners to 
penalties proportioned to their offences. 


_ September 1st.—(1) Transfers He ge 

3A) K’omengé, now ‘ Tartar-General’ at 
Hsi-an Fu, to proceed to Peking for 
audience. 


(ha ip) Héng-hsiin, now ‘Tartar- 


General’ at Ch’éng-tu Fu, to proceed in 
the saine capacity to Hsi-an Fu. 


(ME 70) Cl’i-yiian, now Military Go- 


vernor of Feng-t’ien, to be ‘ Tartar-General’ 
at Ch’eng-tie Fu. 


( PLS) Ch’ungeh’i, now Military 
Lieutenant Governor of Jehole, to be 
Military Governor of Feng-t’ien. 


(3A 3] Al Thi) Eléhopu, to be Military 


Lieutenant Governor of Jehole. 

(2) ‘Ting Pao-chén reports a sudden 
inundation which swept away the Yamén 
of a Captain at Ju-chai, in the jurisdiction 
of Mao-kung Yin. ‘There had been heavy 
rain for several hours, and the Yamén in 
question, being situated at the bottom of a 
hill at a point where two ravines converged, 
was utterly demolished by the torrent. 
Three of the occupants lost their lives 
and the Captain was seriously injured 
by a boulder. Various stores and muni- 
tious of war were washed away, but the 
amount of the loss has not yet been ascer- 
tained. After the subsidence of the waters, 
the bodies of the drowned were recovered 
and interred. A Wei-yiian has been des- 
patched to the scene of the disaster by me- 
inorialist, who will, on receipt of further 
news, again address His Majesty. Re- 
acript : Noted. 

In a postscript appended to his memorial, 
the Governor General represents that Sze- 
chuen has this year suffered severely from 
fires. In July a conflagration at Ch‘éng- 
tu destroyed more than 200 houses, and 
other serious fires have been reported from 
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outlying districts. Fortunately no public - 
offices have been damaged, but consider- 
able suffering has been undergone by tle ~ 
destitute inhabitants. Rescript: Let the 
condition of the sufferers from fire or water 
be at once investigated and assistance 
rendered them, that‘they may not be with- 
out a home. ; 

(3) Tu Jui-lien, Governor of Yiinnan, 
reports that the weather throughout his 
jurisdiction has been, generally speaking, 
favourable this year. The rains were 
reasonable, except just at the commence- 
ment of summer, when they were slightly 
excessive, rendering the working of the 
copper mines a matter of some difficulty. 
Some parts of the province however were 
not so fortunate, notably La-méng in the 
Sub-prefecture of Lung-ling ; for the hills 
in that vicinity suddenly last April gave 


birth to a water-dragon (Hh Wwe), and great 


destruction of property and devastation of 
crops together with the loss of over sixty 
lives was the result. A similar phenomenon 
occurred at Ho-shi Hsien, and was followed 
by a disastrous inundation. Memorialist 
is awaiting further reports from the 
districts in question before suggesting to 
His Majesty the expediency of granting 
them extra time, for the collection of this 
year’s land-tax.—Rescript: Noted. 
September 2ud.—(1) The censor Haiti - 
K‘o-kany brings to the Imperial notice the 
nature of the judicial procedure at the 
Office of Gendarmerie. The preliminary 
hearing of any case, whatever may be its 
gravity, is entrusted to the hired clerks of 
the office, who give in their report to the 
Secretaries when these latter arrive at the 
yamén, which is seldom before 4 o’clock in . 
the afternoon. Of the two rooms pro- 
vided for the detention of prisoners or 
witnesses in any pending suit, that label- 
led No. 4 contains a bucket and a. rope 
bed, and No. 5 a bucket emitting a most 
offensive smell and a k‘ang swarming with 
vermin. The men who are so unfortunate 
as to be confined in No. 5, what with the 
damp and stifling atmosphere and the 
horrible stench, despair, on entering, of © 
being able to endure their sufferings for a 
single day. In the hearing of any case 
before the Secretaries, a queue of twisted 
hemp is wound tightly round the prisoner’s 
forehead and he is made to kneel upon 
chains, this method of examination being 
styled the slow process of obtaining evidence 


Se ft and lasting as a rule six or 


seven hours, throughout which time the 
questioners appear utterly indifferent to 
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the pain the prisoner undergoes. Memo- 
rialist will take one case as an illustra- 
tion. A certain Sun Té-ch’ing, a youth 
not yet twenty, has been the victim of a 
plot entered into by Chiang Tuan-mu and 
a cashiered eunuch, who have forged a 
document purporting-to be an ackuow- 
ledgment of a debt of Tls. 10,000 odd due 
to them from Sun Té-ch’ing, whom they 
have indicted at the Office of Gendarmerie. 
The case has been pending for eight 
months and during the course of his 
examination the unfortunate man has been 
subjected to severe torture no less than 30 
times, not reckoning the form of torture 
known as ying ko chia and that which con- 
sists in being made to kneel on chains. 
He has fainted frequently under his 
sufferings and his life is now despaired 
of. All this has taken place in open 
defiance of two laws, one of which forbids 
the excessive use of torture during the hot 
weather, and the other of which provides 
that the hearing of no case at the aforesaid 
yamén is to extend over 40 days. Memo- 
rialist begs that the Board of Punishments 
may be directed to institute a thorough in- 

uiry into this case, and that the Office of 
Geadariieela be forbidden to use forms of 
torture not recognised by law.—Decree has 
appeared. 

(2) A ‘confidential’ postscript memorial 
from P‘eng Yii-lin denouncing Chao Chi- 


yiian ( #270), one of the Directors 
of the Liang-chiang Military Board. This 
official relying on the brilliancy of his 
career hitherto, for he is a Hanlin graduate 
‘released from his studies’, and proud of 
his connection with Li Hung-chang, whose 
brother-in-law he is, has ever since his 
arrival at his post conducted himself in a 
coarse and overbearing manner. The former 
Governor-General of the Liang-chiang, Li 
Tsung-hsi, he quite looked down upon as 
devoid of all military experience, and any 
business with which he was entrusted by 
that high officer he either omitted to carry 
out or transacted it according to his own 
ideas of right and expediency. Memo- 
rialist, knowing the character of the man, 
put Liu K’un-yi on his guard against him, 
and he was accordingly relieved from his 
duties in connection with the Board, and 
given another appointment as manager of 
camp business. After this considerate 
treatment on the part of the Governor- 
General, Chao Chi-yiian was ungrateful 
enough to make reflections upon his capacity 
and aasail his character in the presence of a 
large number of bystanders. An official so 
ill-conditioned and incompetent cannot fail 
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to bring to service into. disrepute, and 
memorialist feels it his duty to submit 
his conduct for the consideration of His 
Majesty. Decree cashiering Chao Chi-yiian 
has appeared. 

September 3rd.—(1) The Governor: 
General of Hu-kwang reports two cases of 
embezzlement of lekin receipts by collectors 
who falsified their accounts to conceal their 
offence. The defaloations of the one 
amounted to 1,221 strings of cash, and he 
would have been sentenced to decapitation 
after imprisonment had he not died, before 
the conclusion of the case. The other had 
embezzled 282 strings and was sentenced 
to 100 blows with banishment 2,000 li, but 
his brother having made good his defalca- 
tions, the culprit will be punished only by 
dismissal in perpetuity from the public 
service. 

(2) Memorial from the Governor of 
Honan reporting that a criminal called Hu 
Ti-an, whilst being bound preparatory to 
decapitation at K’ai-feng Fu, loudly 
protested against the injustice that was 
being done him. He was released, and on 
being questioned by the Prefect, stated 
that his real name was Wang Shu-wen, 
and that sometime since, being charged 
with robbery with violence, he had been 
led to plead guilty by his dread of torture 
being applied to wring a confession from 
him. Orders have been given for a new 
and careful investigation of his case. 

September 4th.—(1) Memorial from the 
Governor-General. of Minchéh, reporting 
the decision arrived at in a case where a 
District Magistrate was accused of taking 
bribes for the release of an innocent man 
in confinement on a false charge of com- 
plicity in a murder. A certain kuok’ua 
having been mortally wounded in an 
affray by a relative who made good his 
escape and is still at large, the underlings 
of the Magistrate’s Yamén at An-hsi wrony- 
fully arrested and detained Kuo Yiin-liang 
who had laid the information, and to 
whom no suspicion was attaching. They 
then proceeded to practise upon the fears 
of Kuo Yiin-liang’s grandmother, from 
whom they demanded $450 for his re- 
lease. Of this sum $150 was paid them, 
but as her grandson was still kept in 
close confinement, the woman refused to 
hand over any more money, and lodged 
a complaint at the Governor’s Yamén. As 
the appearances were very suspicious, it 
was considered advisable to deprive the 
Magistrate of his office and place him on 
his trial. The evidence now adduced has 
satisfied memorialist that it was entirely 
Without the coguisance of the Magistrate 
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in question that a bribe was accepted by 
one of his household, It is accordingly 
prayed that he may be reinstated in his 
office, though, as he failed to exercise due 
surveillance over his dependants, it is 
right that he should be committed to the 
Board for the determination of a penalty. 
—Rescript : Let the Board of Punishments 
deliberate and report. 

(2) Memorial from the high authorities 
of Min-chéh bringing the case of one 
Ch’ang Clri-yiin to the notice of the 
Throue. The individual in question was 
formerly a major in the Chinese army, in 
which capacity he saw-inuch active service 
and received more than one wound. For 
the last twelve years he has been under- 
going a sentence of banishment, and he 
has now forwarded a petition representing 
that he is 79 years old and has a mother 
whose age is 100. Memorialist seconds 
his request that he may: be allowed to 
return to his native place and tend his 
mother duing the short time she has still 
to live.—Rescript : Granted. 

(3) Memorial from Tu Jui-lien, Governor 
of Ytinnan. In olden times every town 
and village in Yiinuan had its free school ; 
then came rebellion and disturbance, and 
these institutions were closed for lack of 
funds to support a professor. At present 
the capital possesses thirteen such schools, 
but throughout the length and breadth of 
the province there does not exist another. 
This want, however, is now to be supplied in 
the case of four towns, lying respectively 
North, South, East aud West of the Capital. 
Chung Nien-tsu, Salt Intendant, ,has in- 
vested Tls. 1,500 and wishes to apply the 
annual proceeds, Tis. 160, to the endow- 
ment of a free school at each of these 
places. His public spirited offer has been 
accepted, and memorialist, whilst respect- 
ing the wish of the donor that no official 
notice should be taken of his gift, con- 
siders it his duty to apprise His Majesty 
of the fact, that it may be duly recorded 
in the archives of the Board concerned.— 
Rescript: Let the Board take note. 

September 5th.—_{1) Memorial from Lé 
Fang-ch’i, Governor of Fuhkien now trans- 
ferred to Kueichow, praying His Majesty 
to take into consideration the advisability 
of relaxing the rigour of the law in the 
case of Department and District Magis- 
trates guilty of not having exercised due 
surveillance over the inmates of the Yaméns. 
Delinquents of this class may be divided 
into those who lose no time in reporting any 
abuses practised by their underlings ; those 
who, on detecting such abuses, hold their 
peace through fear of the consequences to 
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themselves ; and those who connive at the 
malpractices of their subordinates and share 
with them the money they extort. Memo- 
rialist suggests that while the two latter 
classes be punished as heretofore, the 
offenders belonging to the first-class, who 
promptly detect aud report abuses that 


- have crept into their Yaméns without their 


knowledge, may be graciously absolved 
from the penalties to which they are now 
liable. —Rescript : Let the Board deliberate 
and report. 

(2) 'Ting Pao-chén solicits the bestowal 
of a mark of Imperial approbation on a 
Szechuenese man and woman. Ou three 
occasions when her husband, grandfather, 
and grandmother were respectively ill, the 
woman fed them with flesh taken from her 
own arm, treatment which resulted in the 
recovery of all three. On another occasion 
after prayer aud burning of incense she 
gave her ailing father broth made from 
her own liver and felt no pain from the 
self inflicted wound, which soon healed. 
In the case of the man, by name Fan, the 
circumstances were much the same. He 
mutilated himself in a similar manner for 
the sake of a sick mother who recovered 
rapidly after swallowing the broth.—The 
usual rewards are conferred by Rescript in 
both cases. 

(3) The Governor of Kiangsi reports a 
double murder, the circumstances of which 
were as follows :—Liu Mei-ts’ai, a prisoner 
lying in the Shih-ch’eng gaol under sen- 
tence of decapitation and exposure of 
the head for the crime of adultery and 
murder, sent one of the gaolers to procure 
some pork for his dinner. The meat 
arrived and whilst the gaoler was absent, 
looking for a plate to put it in, an 
altercation arose between Liu and another 
prisoner called Huang, under sentence of 
strangulation, who claimed half the pork. 
Liu refusing to grant the request, Huang 
taunted him with his meanness and struck 
at him with his manacles. On this the other 
wrenched off his own manacles, and seizing 
the meat knife which was lying near, closed. 
with his adversary and mortally wounded 
him in more than one place. The gaoler 
coming back at this moment, Liu turned 


-upon him and inflicted such severe injuries 


that he shortly afterwards expired. The 
murderer was then secured and disarmed, 
but he has since died in prison : his head, 
however, has been exposed at the scene of 
his original crime. 

September 6th.—(1 and 2) Ts’en Yii- 
ying, the new Governor of Fuhkien, reports 
his arrival and assumption of office on 30th 
July. Lé Fang-ch’i, the late Governor, 
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after reporting that he handed over the 
seals of office to his successor, submits to 
His Majesty a sketch the route by which 
he intends to proceed to his new post at 
Kuei-yang Fu. He preposes to go to 
Shanghai by steamer and thence up the 
river to Kiukiang. ‘This being his native 
place, he wishes to pay a visit to his 
ancestral cemetery, after which he will 
proceed to his post vid Hunan and Hupei. 
—Rescript: Noted. 

(2) An application from the authorities 
of Kivin for two more expectants of office 
to be sent forward to assist in the pressure 
of business caused by the opening up of 
the hunting grounds in that province, is 
the only other document worthy of note in 
this day’s issue. 

September 7th.—(1) A Decree. Tso 
Tsung-t’ang represents that he cannot 
quickly shake off his ailment, and beys for 
permission to vacate his post. Let ‘I'so 
Tsung-t’ang be grauted one month’s leave 
to recruit his health with a quiet mind. 
He need not vacate his post. 

(2) I-tu, Superintendent of Customs at 
Kalgan, reports that of the ‘Ils. 60,561 at 
which his establishment is yearly assessed 
he has only been able this year to collect 
some Tis, 35,442. His predecessors in 
oftice too have of late years regularly failed 
to collect the sum required of them. Tea 
from the south and furs from the north 
have always been the staple duty-paying 
articles at Kalgan, but within recent years 
the greater part of this trade has passed 
into the hands of Russian merchants 
from whom no dues are collected. A 
secondary reason is that there has this 
year been a considerable falling off in the 
number of the droves of horses and cattle 
from the north; this being due mainly to 
the exceptional weather, the drovers fear- 
ing that they would be unable to procure 
forage for the animals on the way. Memo- 
rialist expresses great sorrow for his in- 
ability to send a larger remittance, and 
bexs that time may be allowed him to 
make good the proportion of the deficit 
required of him by law. 

(3) Memorial from Cl’ang Shan, Tartar 
General at Kuang-chou Fu, reporting that 
a Lientenant named Chang Jung-sheng 
has been found guilty of keeping a public 
gambling table which had become the 
resort of the most disreputable men and 
women inthe city. Tie oflicial in question 
was some time since relieved of his duties 
as lieutenant on account of irregular con- 
duct, and memorialist has now deprived 
him of his position as a Hauwehiii Banner- 
man and eiven orders for him to be plaved 
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on his trial and dealt with without mercy. 
—Reseript : Noted. 

(4) The Military Lieutenant Governor of 
Urunts’i, Kung ‘l’ang, reports that he has 
employed ‘I'ls. 2,200 of the public money 
in the purchase of a suitable site and the 
building thereon of a water mill for the 
purpose of grinding the grain of the 
Manehu garrison. Rules have been framed 
for the management of the said mill and 
of the surplus grain. 
Memorialist has written to the Board, to 
piace the circumstance on record, and it is 
also his duty to apprise Hig Majesty of 
the fact.—Rescript : Noted. 

Sept. 8.—(L) A decree commenting on 
the carelessness of the local authorities of 
Lin-hai Hsien im Chékiang, who allowed. 
nineteen notorious criminals lyiug in the 
district gaol to be rescued by an armed 
band of some ten men. Various penalties 
are apportioned to the Prefect, Magistrate 
and lower officials connected with the prison. 

(2) Memorial from Li Hung-chany. The 
number of junks employed for the con- 
veyance of the tribute rice from Tientsin 
to Tungchow is by regulation 2,500. The 
number actually in use, however, at the 
present time is only 1,800, and in the case 
of 900 of these, the period fixed for repairs 
has long passed. Although 700 are due 
from Kiangsi, Hunan, and Hupei, Memo- 
rialist hears from the Board that it is 
feared that these three provinces will be 
unable to complete even 200 of this 
order, and that it would be well to direct 
the ‘Taotai of Tientsin to break up the 
worst of the 900 junks mentioned above, 
and repair the remainder with the timber 
thus obtained. The Taotai now represents 
that, by the original regulations, the junks 
in question were to be repaired once every 
ten years, but it was subsequently decided 
that once in fifteen years would be often 
enough, An examination of 300 junks 
which have been in use this period of time 
without undergoing repairs, shews that the 
timbers have become completely rotten and 
useless for shipbuilding purposes. The 
Taotai suggests that the construction of 
200 junks be taken in hand at Tientsin, 
the necessary funds, Tls. 83,319, being 
advanced by the board of Revenue, who 
will look to the three provinces aforesaid 
for the repayment of the loan. The Gov- 
ernor-General warmly supports this pro- 
posal, considering that the junks are wanted 
at once, and even supposing that the three 
provinces were ina position to complete the 
order of 200, there would be great doubts 
as to these junks arriving at Tientsin with- 
in any reagonable time ; for since a section 
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of the Huang Ho has been used for 
purposes of grain transport, the Canal in 


the vicinity of Chang Cl’iu has become | 


completely dry, and the river route is ouly 
available towards the end of summer when 
tle water is high. In this case great delay 
in the grain delivery would infallibly result, 
and it is the duty of memorialist to pray 
that the suggestion of the ‘Tactai may be 
given effect to. Rescript :—Let the Board 
deliberate at once'and report to Us. 

September 9th.—(1) The Governor of 
Hunan prays that posthumous honours may 
be bestowed upon two ladies of high birth 
and connections. Tso Kuo shih is a daughter 
of Kuo Suny-tao, late Minister to Great 
Britain, and at the aye of seventeen married 
‘so Yiu, who is the son of ‘Tso 'Tsung-chih, 
a younger brother of T’so Tsung-t’'ang. Her 
husband falling ill, she cut flesh from her 
arm, aud mixed it with his medicine, but 
her heroism was unrewarded, as the sick 
man gradually sank and died. His widow 
abstained from food and swallowed gold 
leaf, which however did not kill her; and she 
finally yielded-to the prayers of her friends, 
and consented tu live. Her heart however 
was always with deceased husband, till at 
the aye of 28 she contracted an ailment 
and, refusing all medicine, shortly expired. 
The second case is that of Kuo Tseng shih 
a daughter of Tseny Kuo-fan, formerly 
Grand Secretary and Governor-General of 
Chihli, She married Kuo Kany-chi, a son 
of Kuo Sung-tao, and when her husband 
died, she attempted her own life, tirst by 
swallowing gold leaf and afterwards by 
refusing all food. Finally she consented 
to live for the sake of her two children. 
When Kuo Suny-tao was appointed tu 
his post abroad, she managed his property 
aud household during his absence, and 
after a life of great usefulness, died in her 
37th year, Inu both cases the usual dis- 
tinctions are conferred by Rescript. 

(2) The Military Lieutenant Governor 
of Jehole reports the conclusion of a series 
of successin| operations avainst a band of 
mounted robbers that had long infested 
the Imperial Hunting grounds lying in the 
north of his jurisdiction, This region, 
memorialist observes, is of vast extent and 
the movements of the Imperial forces 
were much hampered by the difliculties of 
the ground. An outpost of the rebels at 
Kusi-me-taii-kou was eventually surprised, 
aud eleven of its inmates put to the sword, 
the quarters, consisting of over twenty 


chien, being burnt to the ground, The 
rest of the garrison broke through the 
lines of the besicgers and escaped. They 


were over taken at ‘Ta Ts’ao-ping, and 
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ten or more of their number killed and 
two taken alive, in a skirmish at that 
place. Over fifty of their horses fell into 
the hands of the victors as weil as a quan- 
tity of arms and ammunition. The rest of 
the band, some fifty or sixty in number, 
made their escape into the fastnesses of 
the mountains, but it is presumed that 
they have been too severely crippled by 
this last engagement to attempt an organ- 
ised resistance any longer. Orders have 
accvrdingly been issued for a sharp lookout 
to be kept at the various passes through 
which it is imagined that the fugitives will 
sooner or later attempt to escape south- 
wards. The Governor concludes his me- 
morial by recommending that certain Man- 
chu military officers be cashiered, for fail- 
ing earlier to ascertain and report the 
existence of this yany of outlaws in the 
reyion over which they are supposed to 
keep watch. 

September 10th.—The following appoint- 
ments are announced :— 


Lu Fu-lin CE ES Financial Com- 


missioner of Szechuen. 


Ni Wén-wei (ti AEF) Financial Com- 


missioner of Kuangsi. 


Chang K’ai-sung GRE Judicial 


Commissioner of Szechuen. 


Kung I-t’'u (iE J [fa] Judicial Com- 
missioner of Kuangtung. 

(1) A decree ordering Ch‘eng Yii, Finan- 
cial Commissioner of Szechuen, and Fan 
Liang, Financial Commissioner of Kuangsi, 
to return to Peking and await re-employ- 
ment there. 

(2) A decree calling upon Li Hung-chang 
to remit to Peking. during the course of 
next month, Tis. 20,000, which sum is re- 
quired for expenses connected with the 
approaching funeral. ~ 

(3) Memorial from Ting Pao-chen, re- 
porting the result of -an inquiry into the 
conduct of a cashiered mayistrate, who, at 
a time when grain was scarce in his district, 
applied the proceeds of various fines to the 
establishinent of an agency for the sale of 
rice at cheap rates. No official account of 
the funds in question having been sent in 
by the Magistrate, it was assumed that he 
had appropriated the sui for his own use, 
The inquiry recently held proves, however, 
that the money was spent in the manner 
above described, and that the Mayistrate’s 
only fault lay in not previously reporting 
the fact to his superiors. For this error 
Memorialist considers that he has been 
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sufficiently punished by dismissal from the | that a recurrence of such an irregularity 


public service.—Rescript : Let the Board 
take note. 

September 11th.—(1) Memorial from the 
Censor Ting Ho-nien, bringing to the Im- 
perial knowledge the fact that theatrical 
performances have lately taken place in tea 
houses within the Tartar city. Such per- 
formances are by law forbidden ever to be 
held at Peking except in the Chinese quar- 
ter of the city, and more especially at the 
present time before the period of mourning 
for the late Empress has expired, should 
unusual care be exercised to prevent any 
infraction of this regulation. It has how- 
ever lately come to Memorialist’s know- 
ledge that in the Sing-kii Chieh close to the 
Forbidden City some unprincipled vaga- 
bonds have erected a booth for theatrical 
purposes, to which admission is obtained by 
payment at the doors. ‘Quiet reading and 
singing entertainments ” are advertised, but 
in reality the performances are of a most 
noisy nature, in which loud musical instru- 
ments and gorgeous costumes play a pro- 
minent part. Spectators are attracted from 
all parts of the city, and as there are seats 
reserved for women, who during the play 
mingle indiscrimately with the men, the 
public morals are likely to suffer by such an 
example. At a period of great public and 
private grief like the present, when the 
. remains of the late Empress are still lying 
uninterred at the Kuan-té Tien, that scenes 
of uproarious mirth such as Memorialist 
describes should exist cluse to the Forbidden 
City is disreputable in the last degree. 
The officers whose duty it is to put 
down such unseemly gatherings must have 
heard of them, and may perhaps reply 
that were such gathering suppressed the 
the actors and others who take part in 
them, being temporarily thrown out of 
employment, would betake themselves to 
vicious courses. Such an answer ignores 
the great principle that propriety must not 
be outraged or prohibitions disubeyed. 
Moreover, of lata warnings have been 
sent from heaven, the course of the stars 
having been more than once disturbed 
by comets ; unusual precautions have been 
taken to exclude strangers from the Palace, 
and it is all the more imperative to prevent 
the assembling of crowds in that neighbour- 
hood. Besides, is not the executive strong 
enough, memorialist asks, to arrest and 
punish the play-actors aforesaid who, it is 

resumed, might take to crime for a liveli- 
food 1 He concludes by begging the 
Emperor to order the immediate suppression 
of the playhouse in question, and to cause 
it to be notified to the local authorities 
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will be followed by their denunciation and 
severe punishment. For decree see Gazette 
of 31st August. 

(2) The Superintendent of the Imperial 
Manufactory at Nanking reports having 
despatched to Peking an order of 2,000 
catties of yellow silk for use at the 
approaching Imperial funeral. 

September 12th.—(1) The Governor of 
Shantung reports the execution by ling ch’ih 
of a lunatic who murdered his father. 

(2) Memorial from Wei Jung-kuang, 
Governor of Shansi. Shansi is a province 
essentially mountainous ; its streams are 
unnavigable, its soil is unfertile, and its 
products are few. Under these conditions 
it is in a great measure dependent upon 
other provinces for its supplies. Now 
there exists only one great trade road in 
the province, which, under the name of 
Sst ti’en mén, passes through the north 
east corner of Shansi into Chihli. The 
difficult and dangerous nature of this road 
has long been notorious. At the point 
where it orosses the T’ai-hang range it 
becomes a mere zig-zag path, the ascent 
being accomplished by means of steps cut 
in the solid rock, while far below lie the 
beds of. a series of mountain torrents. 
Travellers when they reach this point hold 
their breath till they are safe beyond the 
danger. Year after year accidents are 
becoming more numerous, and tradesmen 
and travellers alike suffer severely. Memo- 
rialist considers that his provincials are still 
crippled by the effects of the late famines, and 
the maintenance of a brisk trade with other 
provinces is the only source from which 
they can hope to recover their prosperity. 
How imperative then is it that this road, 
the solitary channel of communication 
with the north, should be kept in a state 
of tolerable repair. Impressed with the 
importance of the subject, the Governor 
some time since wrote to Li Hung-chang, 
and received in reply a note from that high 
officer stating that he too looked upon the 
matter as one of the most pressing neces- 
sity, and that he was prepared to render 
the Governor «ll the assistance in his power, 
The usefulness of the Governor-General of 
Chihli, as is well known, is by no means 
confined to the province immediately 
adininistered by him ; wherever there is 
set on foot any undertaking calculated to 
better the condition of the people at large, 
Li Hung-chang will be found in the front 
rank of its promoters. But the matter 
under notice being one that concerns 
Shansi alone, memorialist feels that it is 
but fair that he should bear the eutire cost 
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himself. He has accordinuly deputed 
ofticers to survey the road lying between 
Yi-tzi Hsien in Shansi and Huai-lu Hsien 
in Ohihli. As’to the materials needed for 
the repairs, stones can be obtained on the 
spot, and no expense need be incurred on 
this score. With regard to the labour, 
memoriallst proposes to follow the pre- 
cedent lately set in Chihli on the occasion 
of river repairs in that province, namely to 
employ troops in the reconstruction of the 
road. This will be more economical, and 
beneficial to the troops themselves who will 
thus be kept out of mischief. Memorialist 
has nominated Wu Ch‘i-fu, an expectant 
Taot‘ai, to the command of the troops en- 
gaged in the labour, and he concludes by 
suggesting that the money required may 
be taken from the funds at the disposal of 
the Shansi Buard of Reorganisation. Re- 
spect : Noted. 

(3) Li Ho-nien, Director General of the 
Yellow River, reports that the period of the 
summer freshets has safely passed. Thanks 
to the precautions taken the river did not 
burst its banks in a single place. His 
Majesty may set his sacred mind at rest on 
this score. 

September 13th.—({1) A deoree calling 
upon the Heads of the various Metro- 

olitan Offices to institute a careful inquiry 
into the number and antecedents of the 
inmates of their respective Yaméns, it 
having been represented to the Emperor 
that some of the rooms in the Yaméns 
aforesaid are used as a lodging for persons 
of low caste and character. 

(2) Adecree. It has been represented 
to Us that there has been a great increase 
in Kuangsi of the crime of robbery with 
violence, and murder, and that the local 
authorities in many cases hush up the 
matter and do not report it to their 
superiors, the consequence of which is that 
many of Our subjects are wronged and 
have to bear the injustice. in silence. 
This practive is one fraught with danger 
to the public peace and forbidden most 
unequivocally by law ; and if it really exists, 
is a disgrace to Our Empire. Let not only 
the Governor of Kuangsi but the High 
Authorities of all the Provinces make a 
rigorous inquiry as to whether such irregu- 
larities exist in their respective jurisdic- 
tions, and put them down with a heavy 
hand. 

(3) Liao Shou-héng, Literary Chancellor 
of Honan, reports the conclusion of the 
examinations for the degree of hsiu-ts’ai 
held at four prefectures and one depart- 
mental town in his circuit. The examina- 
tiuns passed off quietly, and the work was 
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generally good. The practice of hiring 
substitutes is fast disappearing owing to 
the wholesome re-enactment of an old 
regulation requiring the personalattendance 
and viva voce examination of the successful 
competitors immediately after the list is 
published. A few cases of such irregu- 
larities did occur, but were detected at once, 
and the culprit handed over to the proctors 
for punishment. Memorialist observed, 
whilst travelling about, that the crops in 
the Prefectures of Nan-yang, Hsti-chou, and 
K’ai-féng were looking remarkably well 
and gave fair promise of a rich harvest : 
the people too were contented and happy. 
Memorialist also has to report the con- 
clusion of the swi shih, or yearly test 
examination of hsiu ts’ui graduates, for the 
whole province ; and the examinations for 
the military degree of hsiu-ts’ai held at 
Yeng Chou, Y'’ang Hsien, Yeh Hsien, 
Ju-yang, Hsi-p’ing, Ch’en-ch’iu, Tung- 
ch’engand Kuang-shan. Rescript :—Noted. 

(4) Memorial from Yi-lu, the Governor 
of Anhui, reporting that Yang Shih-yi, 
District Magistrate of Wuhu, though steady 
and careful to a fault in his official work, is 
hardly equal to the onerous duties of his 
post. Memorialist has accordingly directed 
him to exchange poste with Wén-lung, 
District Mayistrate of Nan-ling, whose 
intelligence and energy fairly qualify him, 
in the Governor's opinion, for the duties 
attacking to a busier appointment than the 
one he now fills. Rescript :—Noted. 

(5) Li P’ei-ching, late Director-General 
of the Grain Transport, reports that the 
period of the summer freshets has passed 
and no damage has been done to the banks 
of the Canal, the repairs lately executed 
having proved strong enough to resist the 
unusual pressure of water. 

(6) Li Han-chang, Governor-General of 
Hukwang, reports the remission to Peking, 
on account of likin on salt, of Tls. 10,330 
(third instalment. ) 

September 14th.—A decree. Huang 
En-t’ung, formerly Governor of Kuang- 
tung, subsequently dismissed the public 
service, and still later honoured with an 
Imperial decree retaining him for service 
as sub-Prefeot with titular rauk of the 
third degree, is now over eighty years of 
age and will soon celebrate the sixtieth 
anniversary of the competition wherein he 
won his Chii-jen degree. Let rank of the 
second degree be bestowed upon Huang 
En-t’ung, and let him be permitted to 
repair a second time to the Luh-ming 
Banquet. 

September 15th.—({1) A decree. The 
Prince of Kung has submitted to Us a code 
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of regulations for the maintenance of a 
better guard at the yates of the Forbidden 
City, Itis right that the Forbidden City 
should be carefully watched over, and We 
have issued many mandates to this effect, 
which, through lapse of time, have come 
to be disregarded or perfunctorily observed. 
Such negligence is indeed odious, and 
We command that the code in question, 
whether it introduces new regulations, 
or merely enunciates afresh those already 
in force, be accepted in its integrity and 
given full effect to by the oflicers concerned. 
With regard to the ingress and egress 
of the eunuchs, their overseer will be 
called upon to watch them narrowly aud 
punish severely any infraction of the rules. 

the Board of Revenue and the Otlicer of 
the Imperial Household will report to Us 
on the proposal to increase the pay of the 
officers and meu on guard at the gates. 
The Office of Gendarmerie will issue pro- 
clamnations warning tradesmen and others 
against being found within the prohibited 
precincts ; any so offending will be arrested 
and handed over to the Board for severe 
punishment. 

(2) Li Pei-ching, Director-General of 
the Grain Transport (recently appointed 
Governor of Kiangsu), represents that the 
construction of the gun-vessels, which 
should be supplied to the brigades under his 
command, has not yet been taken in hand. 
He has been furnished, in lieu thereof, 
with some boats, the timbers of which are 
quite rotten, and which will be unsea- 
worthy in a very few years. When 
that period arrives there will be no vessels 
available for purposes of patrol. Memo- 
rialist, foreseeing this contingency, wrote 
to Liu Kiing-yi, asking him to build 
at the Arsenal four river cruisers and four 
boats of smaller dimensions, and to enter 
the sum expended in their construction 
under the head of Nanking war expenses. 
The cost of uniforms aud arms for the 
marines, together with the expenses of any 
future repairs that the vessels in question 
may require, were to be defrayed from the 
funds at the disposal of memorialist. ‘Lhe 
said vessels beiny now on the point of 
completion, oflicers will be deputed to take 
delivery of them. As the greater portion 
of the soldiers composing the brigades 
above adverted to are armed with foreign 
rifles, and gunpowder cannot be obtained 
north of the Yangtsze, an order for 1,000 
barrels has been sent to Nanking. The 
supply is all the more necessary at the 
present time, as the Aao-liany is high and 
luxuriant, .forming a convenient hiding 
place for highwaymen and thieves, whom 
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it is impossible to get hold of except by 
the aid of firearms that can be discharged 
at a moment’s notice.—Rescript : Noted. 

September 16th.—A decree calling on Li 
Hing-chang to collect from any funds at 
his disposal, and remit to the Treasury of 
the Imperial Household before the middle 
of the 8th month, Tls. 16,000, which is 
required at once for expenses "connected 
with the approaching funeral. 

September 17th.—(Court Circular.) The 
Grand Secretary Ch’iian-ch’ing prays for 
permission to vacate his post. 

(1) A decree. Let Ch’iian-ch’ing be 
granted another month’s leave -to recruit 
his health with a quiet mind. He need 
not vacate his post. 

(2) A decree approving of and sanction- 
ing a draft code of regulations for the 


better Government of the Yao Min He: 


Fe}, submitted by Li Ming-ch’ih, Governor 


of Hunan. The people of this tribe live side 
by side with the Chinese in the Chiang-hua 
District, and regulations for their control 
have been drawn up on two previous occa- 
sions. The conditions of the tribe have 
now greatly changed, civilisation having 
taken a tirmer hold upon its members. 
His Majesty has carefully perused the draft 
code submitted by the Governor, and finds 
it in every way adapted to the altered 
circumstances of the tribe. It is accordingly 
to be enzraved on a stone tablet which 
will be set up in the aforesaid District. An 
extra Asiu ts’ai deyree is granted to the 
tract of country known as Chiu Ch’ung 
Ao. 

(3) Lishan, Superintendent. of the Im- 
perial manufactory at Soochow, reports 
that being instructed last year to send up 
to the Imperial Household an extra quan- 
tity of silks and satins, representing one 
third of the indent which had up to that 
time been required from Szeghuen, he 
duly despatched 1,210 pieces. The expense 
hereby incurred amounted to Ts. 28,866. 
Memorialist, having previously drawn 
from the Provincial Treasury Tls. 29,000 
on this account, has now in hand a balance 
of Tls. 133, with which he prays his next 
year’s account may be debited. —Rveseript : 
Let the Yamén concerned take note. 

(4) The same officer reports that on the 
12th of July, he received an order, sent 
by express, directing him at once to pre- 
pare and forward to Peking before the end 
of August, 2,000 catties of yellow silk. 
Memorialist, knowing that the silk was 
required for use at the approaching Imperial 


| funeial, at once gave directions for the 
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execition of the order. Great difliculty was 
at first experienced in procuring the silk, 
for a similar order had been received at 
the same time at the Nanking and Han- 
chow manufactories ; the unusual demand 
for this article tempted unscrupulous 
traders to keep back their stock and not 
part with it except for an exorbitant price. 
However, the requisite quantity has been 
at last procured, though with great 
difficulty, and will be at once dyed yellow, 
and despatched to Peking by express on 
22nd August.—Rescript : Noted. 

(5) Postscript memorial from Chou 
Heng-ch’i. The Customs barrier at Lin- 
ch’ing, commanding the whole of the traflic 
on the Wei and Wén Rivers, is connected, 
by means of the last named river, with 
Hupei and the rich Southern Provinces ; 
whilst the Wei places it in communication 
with the heart of Honan. Consequently 
the duties here collected were at one time 
.very considerable, éspecially those levied 
on merchandise coming up from the South. 
At present, however, the whole of this 
trade has passed iuto the hands of the vari- 
ous steamer companies, and for a long time 
past no vessel has come up the Wen, that 
river in fact having gone dry in some places. 
The establishment in question, therefore, 
being debarred from any duty receipts on 
account of the Southern traffic, is entirely 
thrown back upon the proceeds of the river 
Wei. These at the best of times never 
amounted to much, consisting mainly of 
the duties levied on grain, stone, and bar 
iron. But this year’s harvest in Honan 
has yielded a very slender return, and the 
transport of grain has been quite trifling. 
Likiu collectorates too have been established 
at various places aluny the upper course of 
the river, and merchants are thus deterred 
from using this means of transporting their 
goods, and prefer to take a circuitous route, 
The importation of foreign bar iron has 
also injuriously affected this brauch of 
Honan industry. Transit certificates and 
the exemption of certain classes of ships 
from tonnage dues, combine to make the 
outlook for the Lin-ch’ing station more 
dreary still, he total amount of duty 
collected on all accounts for the first half 
of this year is some ‘T's. 14,800. A requisi- 
tion to make good the deficit would seriously 
hamper the Provincial authorities, and 
memorialist after carefully informing him- 
self of the accuracy of the facts above 
detailed, beys that the accounts of the 
establishment in question may be passed and 
that the officials concerned may be graciously 
excused the penalties to which they have 
rendered themselves liable. Reseript -— 
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Let the Boards concerned deliberate and 
report, 

(6) Memorial from HAsiang-héng aud 

Yung-té reporting the loss of a box of 
treasure which was being conveyed through 
a pass in Mongolia. Eight boxes contain- 
ing pay for troops amounting in all to. 
Tls. 12,182, were beiny carried northwards 
under a small escort of soldiers, Arrived 
at a certain place called Ao-lei-pu-la-k’e in 
the Ch’ahar jurisdiction, the guard pitched 
their tent and prepared to spend the night. 
It so happened that they all fell asleep 
through exhaustion, and when they woke 
in the morning one of the boxes was miss- 
ing. An instant search was instituted, and 
in a hollow at no great distance the box was 
found, with the cords removed, the lid 
prized open, and the silver abstracted. The 
loss was reported at once, and delegates 
were despatched by memorialists to make 
inquiries on the spot, but no arrests have 
as yet been made. The regulation render- 
ing the mazistrate in whose jurisdiction 
Government treasure is lost liable for the 
amount of such loss, is one that does not 
apply to places outside the eighteen pro- 
vinces. It is therefore recommended that 
the officers in charge of the treasure, who 
have already been dismissed the service, be 
called upon to make good the loss. Mean- 
while every effort will be made to discover 
some clue to the identity of the thieves. 
5 popremiber ee Ching Shou (t 
#) and Chih Ho (im AD are appointed 
as first and second Superintendents respec- 
tively of the Customs and Octroi of Peking 
for the ensuing year. 

(2) Wu Té-p’u reports that he took over 
the seals of office as Treasurer of Yiinnan 
on 20th July. 

(3) Li Té-é similarly reports his relin- 
quishment of his duties as Acting Treasurer 
in favour of Wu Té-p’u. 

(4) Li Hung-chang reports that he has 
sent two wei-ytians to Lama Miao to pur- 
chase one hundred strong ponies, which 
are required for artillery purposes at Tien- 
tsin. He begs that the Board of War may 
be called upon to make arrangements for 
the safe transit of the ponies in question, 
and to see that they are not required to 
pay duty at Kalgan.—Rescript: Let the 
Board take note. 

(5) The Military Lieutenant Governor of 
Ch’ahar, Hsiang Heng, and the Deputy 
Governor, Yung-té, represent that this 
year is the period fixed for the triennial 
muster of all the sheep and ponies in the © 
Imperial pasturage. An Imperial Decree 
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has already been received pustponing the 
pony review indefinitely. Memorialists 
observe that the necessary expenses of 
driving the flocks of sheep, camping out, 
etc., are by law to be defrayed by the 
Huai-an Customs ; but since 1852 no 
remittance has been received from that 
source. The muster of the sheep has 
accordingly on three previous occasions 
been dispensed with, and it is requested 
that on this occasion too the above preced- 
ent may be adhered to, and a simple return 
of the sheep that have died and the lambs 
that have been born during the last three 
years, may be sont in to the Office of the 
Imperial Household. Granted by Rescript. 

(6) Memorial from the Governor of Shensi 
asking for permission to cashier and place 
on his trial an expectant sub-prefect who 
coerced a woman into becoming his wife, 
aud, after the marriage, drove her by his 
ill-treatment to commit suicide. Memori- 
alist also begs to be allowed to deal ina 
similar manner with a Captain and a sub- 
Director of Studies, who allowed their 
wives to act as go-betweens in the above 
disreputable transaction. Granted by 
Rescript. 

(7) Ch’i-yiian, Governor of Shéng-king, 
reports that the half-yearly patrol of the 
Corean frontier has been conducted by an 
officer deputed by him, and an agent from 
the Corean Government. 

September 19th.—Ch’ung-kuang, Super- 
intendent of Customs at Canton, reports 
that the accounts of that establishment, as 
taken over by him from his predecessor, 
shew a deficit of Tis. 510,363, this being 
the amount of a debt to the government 
which has been accumulating since 1877. 
Memorialist has carefully gone into the 
accounts and findsthemcorrect. Heobserves 
that the Canton Customs is required yearly 
to remit a very large amount to Peking 
and to various provincial military centres. 
It is all important that the remittances 
should be despatched when due, for they 
are urgently wanted for the pay of troops, 
but at the same time the Canton Customs 
receipts shew year by year a steady falling 
off; and it is becoming more and more 
difficult to collect the amount at which 
they are assessed. Memorialist having 
been by the Imperial favour appointed to 
this responsible post, will do his best to 
husband and develop the resources with 
the administration of which he has been 
entrusted, that the public service may not 
become embarrassed fur want of necessary 
funds. 

(2) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
the forcible rescue of nineteen criminals 
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from the Lin-hai District gaol. On a bois- 
terous night in July last the prison was 
broken into by a band of ten or more men, 
who set the prisoners in question at liberty, 
An instant pursuit was instituted by the 
authorities, and four of the criminals were 
retaken. Memorialist prays that adequate 
punishment may be meted out to the prefect 
and subordinate officers concerned. For 
Decree see Gazette of 8th September, 

September 20th.—(Oourt Circular.) The 
16th of October is fixed as the day on which 
the winter hat will be assumed. 

(1) The Censor Molékengé submita a 
draft of four regulations for the maintenance 
of better order at Metropolitan Examina- 
tions. He proposes, first, that four substan- 
tial roofed platforms be erected, one opposite 
each of the four main entrances to the 
examination grounds. At present, on the 
occurrence of a competition, four mat sheds 
are put up, from which a ticket is issued to 
each candidate as he enters, to be delivered 
up by him at the entrance to the main 
building. These sheds admit the rain freely, 
and being very lightly constructed, are 
liable to be overturned by the rush of 
incomers. At the examinations for Man- 
chu interpreters there are no sheds 
erected, and a most unseemly crowding 
and snatching of tickets from the officer 
on duty is the result. With a permanent 
strueture from which to hand down the 
tickets, such as memorialist suggests, a 
recurrence of such scenes would be im- 
possible. Secondly, it is advisable that 
the rules preventing candidates leaving 
their compartments at will, be more 
rigorously enforced. Candidates now, 
when they have deposited their effects in 
the compartment assigned them, come out 
and converse freely with their neighbours ; 
when they have delivered up the exercises, 
instead of leaving the hall at once, they 
return to pack up their writing materials 
and wait about for their friends. At the 
dinner hour they go in person to fetch 
their rice from the cooks, and meet and 
speak with each other without restraint. 
Such undue facilities for communication 
between candidates caunot fail to be 
productive of abuses; the dinner hour 
especially, Memorialist feels sure, is large- 
ly taken advantage of by outsiders to 
pass in prepared essays to their friends 
inside. Stricter supervision is required to 
frustrate such attempts. Thirdly, the de- 
tails of the conduct of the competitions for 
Manchu chii-jen degrees require revision. It 
is not known soon enough how many of the 
competitors have qualified in archery, and 
are allowed to proceed with the reat of the 
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examination, and a good deal of unneces- 
sary delay results thereby. Other minor 
points require to be looked into and rectified. 
Fourthly, when the list of successful com- 
petitors for the military ché-jen degrees is 
made known, as happens usually about 
dusk and in the vicinity of the examination 
booth outside the Té-sheng Gate, a most 
unseemly, not to say tumultuous, scene 
ensues. There is always a large concourse 
of candidates and spectators waiting out- 
side, which does not disperse when the 
list is exhibited. Of the unsuccessful 
competitors, some continue to walk about 
brooding over their ill fortune, whilst the 
disorderly section among them put them- 
selves at the head of the rabble, and 
obstruct the progress of the Chief Examiner 
when he leaves the booth. They then 
‘begin to hold a colloquy with this high 
officer on the subject of the recent examina- 
tion, alternately employing entreaty and 
remonstrance to induce him to make 
alterations in the list of successful candi- 
dates. They refuse to move when called 
upon to do so, and the number of police 
on duty is quite inadequate to cope with 
them. Such a state of things is scandalons 
in the extreme, and memorialist proposes 
to remedy it by enacting that the list shall 
not be made known outside the walls, 
but be conveyed under seal to the Exam- 
ination Hall inside Peking, and there duly 
opened in the presence of the proctors and 
censors connected with the examination. 


September 21st.—(1) Ying Jui (Siig) 
is appointed Superintendent of the Huai- 


an Customs, 


(2) Li Hung-chang reports the case of a 
lunatic who killed his mother in a sudden 
fit of frenzy. The prisoner had been 
suffering from madness for some time, but 
his mother, not wishing him to be placed 
in confinement, had neglected to report 
the fact to the authorities. One evening 
when he was alone with her in the house, 
a fit suddenly came upon-him and he 
attacked his mother with a meat kuife and 
wounded her mortally in the head. When 
questioned before the Magistrate, he re- 
membered nothing whatever of the occur- 
rence, and his answers were quite in- 
coherent. The law not admitting the plea 
of madness in extenuation of the crime of 
matricide, the criminal in question has 
been sentenced to death by the ling-ch’ih 
process. 

(3) Chiin Ch’i, the outgoing Superintend- 
ent of Canton Customs, reports that he 
handed over the seals and accounts of his 
establishment to Ch’ung-kuang on 17th 
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April.—Rescript: Let the Yamén gon- 
cerned take note. The same officer reports 
in a postscript memorial, that the total 
amount of duties collected by him during 
the six months and sixteen days ended 
16th April, 1881, was as follows :— 
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The last item in the above list, that of 
natiye duties, includes only those that 
have been collected during a period a little 
exceeding two months. 

September 22nd.—(1) A decree cashier- 
ing and placing on his trial Teng Wén-tsao, 
a second-class assistant Secretary in the 
Board of Punishments, for falsely giving 
out that certain lands had not been entered 
on the register as liable to full taxation, 
and inciting some hired labourers to cut 
down the grops growing on them, thereby 
causing a fracas in which two men lost 
their lives ; after which occurrence he failed 
to put in an appearance when summoned 
before a tribunal of his superiors. 

(2) Ming An, Military Governor of Kirin, 
prays that four more ‘ expectants,’ who 
have held substantive office as sub-Prefects 
and belong to the ‘ proper path ’ of official 
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advancement, may be sent forward to him 
fur employment in Kirin. Two of the last 
draft of six expectants sent out to him have 
performed the duties assigned to them 
uusatisfactorily, aud one has been invalided 
home. 

September 23rd.—{1) A decree calling 
upon the Board of Civil Office to report on 
the suggestion of the Censor Li Chao-hsi 
that in future a larger proportion of appoint- 
ments to district and department Magis- 
tracies be filled up from among ofticials 
belonging to the ‘ proper path’ of advance- 
. ment. 

(2) The Censor Ch’in Chung-chien repre- 
sents that the various metropolitan Yaméns 
are not inhabited by the high officers who 
are connected with them, but are occupied 
by the wives and families of Yamén runners 
and other underlings. Entrance is denied 
to none, and so it happens that in many 
cases a public office becomes a refuge for 
thieves and a convenient receptacle for 
their stolen goods. Asan instance in point 
memorialist mentions that he has heard 
that the now notorious Chu Ch’ing-yiin 
[who forged the signature of the President 
of the Board of Revenue with the view of 
embezzling Imperial Bounty money] was 
discovered in a recess formed by two walls 
in the Yamén of the Board of Rites. He 
begs that the metropolitan heads of Depart- 
ments may be directed to cause rigorous 
inquiry to be made into the character and 
antecedents of the inmates of their respec- 
tive Yaméus.—For Decree see Gazette of 
September 13th. 

September 24th.—(1) Lin Chao-yiian, 
Treasurer of Kuei-chou and provisionally 
discharging the duties of Governor, reports a 
murder that has been committed in his juris- 
diction, the circumstances of which are as 
follows :—Hsiany Yany shih was a coucubine 
of Hsiang ‘I'so-fu, a Department Magistrate, 
and duriny the absence of her master on busi- 
ness she had been in the habit of admitting 
the visits of one Li Erh, whose accomplish- 
ments as a reciter and painter had recom- 
mended him to her notice. An illicit in- 
timacy sprang up between the two, which 
was early discovered by a female attendant 
of Hsiang Yang shih, who roundly abused 
the co-respondent, but was finally induced 
by threats not to divulge the matter. One 
day Hsiang Tso-fu was taken ill, and the 
woman was engaged in warming medicine 
for him when her paramour came to the 
house to make furtive inquires. He was 
admitted, and in the course of conversa- 
tion proposed that they should rid them- 
selves of Hsiang Tso-fu by poison. The 
woman assented, and to this end Li Erh 
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sent her a piece of gamboge which she duly 
boiled up in the medicine and administered 
to her master. ‘The latter was seized with 
violent pains in the stomach the same 
nizht, and shortly expired. After his 
death suspicion was aroused, and through 
the agency of the attendant referred to 
above, the relations of the guilty pair and 
their deliberate plot to murder Hsiang Tso- 
fu were brouzht to light. The woman has 
been sentenced to death by the ling-ch’th © 
process, and the man to summary decapita- 
tion. % ‘ 

(2) Kuang Ying, Superintendent of the . 
Imperial Manufactory at Hanchow, reports 
that on the 19th of August last he des- 
patched to Peking 2,000 catties of yellow 
silk for use at the forthcoming funeral of 
the late Empress.—Rescript: Noted. 

(3) Chou Heng-ch’i, Governor of Shan- 
tung, since appomted Director-General of 
the Grain Transport, prays that Huang 
En-t’ung may be permitted to repair a 
second time tu the Luh-ming banquet. This 
ofticial graduated as chii-jen in 1822 and as 
chin-shih in 1826. He was appointed second 
assistant Secretary and subsequently, rose 
to be Senior Secretary of the Board of Pu- 
nishments, In 1840 he was chief examiner 
for the Kuangsi Provincial competition, 
and afterwards successively filled the posts 
of Salt Intendant for Kiang-nan, Judge of 
Kiangsu, Judge of Kuangtung, and Trea- 
surer of the last province, in which capacity 
he received the peacock’s feather as an ac- 
knowledgment of the ability he displayed 
in the treatment of international trade ques- 
tions. Eventually he rose to be Governor 
of Kuangtung, but was dismissed the public 
service in 1846 for improper recommenda- 
tion of an aged military graduate for brevet 
rank asa sergeant. He was, however, almost 
immediately given a button of the sixth 
grade and directed to await employment in 
the province as a wei-yiian. He was shortly 
afterwards honoured with an Imperial 
Decree ordering him to proceed to Peking 
and take his turn in the periodical draw- 
ines for appointments to sub-prefectures. 
He was, however, allowed to retire on the 
plea that his parents were old and he was 
their only son; and when he had buried 
them, being over seventy years of age and 
feeble, he continued in retirement... At a 
somewhat later period he was granted 
brevet rank of the third degree in recogni- 
tion of the services of his son to the State. 
Huang En-t’ung is now eighty-one years 
old, and will next year complete the 60th 
anniversary of the competition wherein 
he graduated as chii-jen.—For Decree see 
Gazette of 14th Septeimber. 
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September 25th.—(Court Circular.) Chiin 
Ch‘i, ex-Superintendent of Canton Customs, 
paid his respects on his arrival at Peking. 

(1) The whole of this day’s Guzette is 
taken up with the report which the Minis- 
ters of the Presence, the Members of the 
Grand Council, the Office of the Imperial 
Household, and the Commandants of the 
Guards’ Division and the Vanguard Divi- 
sion, were called upon to submit with 
reference to the recent representation of 
Pao T’ing as to the inefticiency of the ar- 
rangements in force for the protection of 
the palace. An abstract of this representa- 
tion was given in the Gazette of August 
19th, and nearly all the suygestions con- 
tained in it are now approved of by the 
above-mentioned high otticers. They take 
exception, however, to four points in Pao 
T’ing’s memorial. He was wrong in stating 
that the two high military officers daily on 
duty in the neighbourhood of the palace 
were of equal rank, and that in case of 
dispute there would be no superior officer 
to appeal to on the spot. Asa matter of 
fact one of the officers in question is of the 
third and the other of the second degree of 
rank. The proposal to increase the pay of 
the guards on duty is also disapproved of, 
as they are, in memorialists’ opinion, amply 
provided for at present. Again, it is con- 
sidered that the recommendation to require 
one or two days previous notice from offi- 
cials wishing to proceed to the palace, 
would, if acted upon, be productive of 
much embarrassment. An otticer might 
have weighty matters to communicate to 
the Throne, and the public service would 
suffer from such unnecessary delay. The 
substitution of foreign guns for the fowl- 
ing-pieces now in use at the gates, is also 
objected to as involving an innovation. 
With these four exceptions, memorialists 
concur in approving of the draft regula- 
tions submitted by Pao T’ing.—For Decree, 
directing effect to be given to the recom- 
mendations contained in the memorial 
under notice, see Gazette of 15th September. 

September 26th. — (Court Circular.) 
Heny Hsiin, the new ‘Tartar General’ of 
Hai-an, had audience. 

(1) A decree. Let Heng Hsiin, as a mark 
_ of Our favour, be allowed to ride within 

the precincts of the Forbidden City. 

There ave no documents of interest in 
this day’s issue. 

September 27th—(Court Circular.) Heng 
Hsiin returns thanks for the privilege of 
riding within the precincts of the Imperial 
Palace, accorded to him yesterday. 

(1) The Prince of Kung submits a list of 
officers who have been engaged during the 
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last five years in superintending the print- 
ing of the collected essays, poetry, and 
edicts of all the sovereigns of the present 
dynasty. These documents, in manuscript, 
amounted to more than 2,000 volumes, and 
one or more of the officers in question has 
been on duty every day at the printing 
office, to see them duly and carefully put 
through the press. The work thus entailed 
has been laborious throughout, but is now 
satisfactorily completed. Memorialist has 
assured himself that the officers have shewn 
zeal and ability in the execution of the 
task entrusted to them, before venturing 
to recommend them for marks of Imperial 
favour. 

(2) Wu Ta-ch’eng, Administrator of 
Ningkut’a, in Kirin, reports to the Throne 
the proceedings of one Yung Ping, a wei- 
ytian of the 8th order of hereditary nobility, 
whom he had deputed to superintend the 
conveyance of military stores from Mouk- 
den to Kirin. After the return of the 
ofticer in question, various reports reached 
memorialist’s ears of extortion of money 
and other malpractices that he had been 
guilty of on the road. Yuny Ping was 
accordingly called upon to send in a state- 
ment of any fees or requisitions that he 
had collected en route, and at the same 
time an ofticer was despatched to make 
inquiries at the various places through 
which the convoy had passed. The two 
accounts thus obtained conflicted widely. 
It appeared from the report of the latter 
officer that the journey from Moukden to 
Kirin is divided into eight stages, and that 
in the first of these, enough carts could not 
be obtained for the transport of the stures, 
Yung Ping thereupon called upon the in- 
habitants for ‘T's, 42, for which amount he 
refused to take notes, aud the people were 
obliged to strip their wives and dauzhters 
of their ear-rings and other ornaments, and 
melt them down to satisfy the requisition. 
Though the report of his proceedings 
in the other stages of the journey has 
not yet been received. it may be imagined 
that the details were much the same. 
Memorialist observes that the inhabitants 
of the region under notice are required 
to supply carts for the conveyance 
of Goverument stores, for which they 
receive a fixed price. At the time when 
Yung Ping passed through the district, the 
people were busy getting in their harvest, 
and could ill afford to part with a siugle 
cart at the low rate of remuneration offered 
by the Government ; but so far from takiug 
this fact into consideration, Yung Ping not 
ouly imposed fines on them, but even 
resurted tu vieleuce when the money was 
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not immediately forthcoming. Such high 
handed conduct is severely to be reprobated, 
and it is requested that Yung Ping may be 
cashiered and placed on his trial.—Granted 
by rescript. 

(3) Ch’iian chung-t'ang applies once more 
for leave to vacate his post. He has been 
unable to recover from the effects of his 
late fall, and at the present moment cannot 
move without assistance. When he reflects 
on the Imperial favour that has been 
extended to many generations of his family, 
he cannot find it in his heart to resume his 
duties with his enfeebled frame and the 
possibility, in consequence, of being a 
hindrance and nota help to His Majesty. 
Should there be the slightest improvement 
in his health hereafter, he will not venture 
to devote his remaining years to selfish 
enjoyment, but will humbly pray to be 
re-employed by His Majesty. A decree, 
granting the memorialist another month’s 
leave, has already appeared. 

[Note.—Ch’iian Ch’ing is the oldest of 
the Grand Secretaries, being past eighty. 

‘He is almost completely blind. 

(4) Ching Jui submits to the Throne a 
list of the various repairs of which the four 
travelling palaces on the way to the Tung 
Ling at present stand in need.—Referred 
to the Office of Imperial Household. 

September 28th.—(1) A Decree com- 
mitting to the Board of Punishments, for 
the determination of a severe penalty, 
Sung Shun, an employé in the Imperial 
stables, who had the audacity to pass 
through the Tung-ch’ang-an Gate yester- 
day on horseback, in defiance of the 
attempts to prevent him made by the 
officers on duty. 

(2) A Decree expressing the Imperial 
regrets at-the death of Ching Feng, Tartar 
General of Ching-chou Fu in Hupei, and 
directing that all penalties recorded against 
his name be cancelled. The Board of 
Rites are called upon to report as to the 
form of posthumous distinction it is usual to 
confer upon an officer of his rank and 
services ; his remains are to be brought to 
Peking for interment, and his son is 
appointed second Assistant Secretary of a 
Board. 

(3) T’an Chiin-p’ei, provisionally acting as 
Governor of Kiang-su, reports that there 
is still a surfeit of expectants in his pro- 
vince, and prays that no more may be sent 
forward for another year. At present there 
are no less than 2,600 officials of this class, 
from the rank of expectant taotai down- 
wards, residing at the capital. More than 
one half of these can never look forward 
even to temporary employment, for of late 
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years a great many lekin and other collec- 
torates have been abolished or amalgamated 


‘with larger establishments in Kiang-su, 


and so it happens that this province is 
flooded with more expectants, and presents 
fewer chances of employment, than any 
other of the eighteen. Meanwhile poverty 
is pressing hard upon these unfortunate 
officials and driving them, in many cases, 
to vicious courses for a livelihood.—Memo- 
rialist’s request is granted by rescript. 


(4) The Governor-General of Min-chéh 
reports a series of disastrous floods that 
occurred in Kuany-tsé Hsien, Shao-wu Fu, 
Nan-p’ing Hsien, Shun-ch’ang Hsien and 
other places in Fuhkien on the 13th 
and 14th of August last. On these two 
days there was very heavy rain through- 
out a great part of the province, and the 
rivers on which the above-mentioned 
places are situate overflowed, causing great 
destruction of property and the death of 
some scores of the inhabitants. Four 
salt depots at different places were com- 
pletely washed away with their contents. 
Memorialist feels that it is due to his 
own shortcomings, that such a calamity 
has overtaken the people committed to 
his charge, and he is filled anxiety and 
dismay. Officers have been despatched 
to the different districts, with orders to 
render all the assistance in their power to 
the sufferers ; and a fuller report will be in 
due time despatched to His Majesty. 


(5) The same officer reports, in a post- 
script memorial, that Foochow was visited 


on 25th August (? ns B ) by a violent 


gale, which sprang up about midnight and 
blew with great fury fos twenty-four hours, 
It was accompanied by heavy rain, which 
flooded the streets toa depth of two or 
three feet ; bricks and tiles were dislodged, 
and large trees torn up by the roots. When 
the tempest subsided, memorialist sent 
officers to ascertain the extent of the 
damage done by it, and was much reassured 
to find that though a great many houses 
had been blown down, no lives had been 
lost, and that the mischief done was, on 
the whole, comparatively trifling. Reports 
from outlying districts have not yet come 
in, but the storm arose so suddenly and 
continued so long that it is to. be feared 
that the crops and shipping of all sorts 
have suffered severely. 

September 29th.—(1) Memorial from Li 
Ming-ch’ih, Governor of Hunan, submit- 
ting for the Imperial approval six draft 
egulations for the better government of 
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in the south of his province. By regula- 
tions drawn up in the reign of Ch’ien Lung, 
and: somewhat modified by a subsequent 
edict issued by Tao Kuang, Chinese traders 
were forbidden to buy land or other valu- 
able property from this people. One 
of the clauses of the Ch’ien Lung enact- 
ments provided that land that had already 
fallen into Chinese hands should be re- 
deemable by the payment of the original 
price at which it was sold, and that in 
future, the lands of the Yao were to be 
inalienable, and if any such were sold to 
Chinese and the fact discovered, they were 
to be restored at once, free of all charges, 
to the original owner. During late years, 
however, the tribe in question has made 
considerable progress in civilisation, and 
new reyulations are required which shall 
be applicable to their altered circumstances. 
The laws still in force concerning them 
have long been ignored in practice, and the 
bulk of their land has become Chinese ; the 
process by which this change was effected 
being termed, not purchase, but pledve or 
lease in perpetuity. Memorialist, acc rd- 
ingly, last winter appointed a Commission, 
consisting of three oflicers, to examine the 
enactments that had from time to time been 
issued regarding the tribe, and to report on 
the best means of so modifying their pro- 
visions as to render them effective under 
the different conditions now existing. The 
Commission was instructed to take into its 
counsels an intelligent representative of the 
Yao min and the Chinese traders respective- 
ly, and give a fair hearing to any sugges- 
tions they might make. The result of this 
discussion has been now embodied in a code 
of six regulations submitted by the Com- 
mission. Memorialist does not mention the 
nature of these new provisions, but states 
merely that they appeared to him to meet 
the exigencies of the case. However, as the 
interests concerned were of considerable 
importance, a copy of the regulations was 
forwarded to the Military officer in charge 
of the Yao district, with instructions to 
ascertain the general feeling of the tribe 
on the subject by a door to door inquiry. 
It was found that the new ordinances gave 
universal satisfaction, especially the one in 
which memorialist undertook to move the 
Throne to grant an extra chii-jen degree to 
the district of Chiu-ch’ung, inhabited by 
the tribe. Many, indeed, were affected to 
tears by this announcement, and exhibited 
unfeigned contrition for past misdeeds. It 
4s accordingly requested that the Imperial 
sanction may be -iven to the regulations 
in question, and that they may be inscribed 
on a stone tablet aud set up in the district 
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concerned.—For decree see Gazette of 17th 
September. . 

September 30th.—(1) A memorial from 
Ming An, Military Governor of Kirin, pray- 
ing that in future no more officials of the 
class of bitkeshi, or official writers, may be 
sent out to him. Kirin is a province of 
large area, and one which, from the physical 
nature of the country and the mixture 
of nationalities that inhabit it, is most 
difficult to keep in order. All its posts 
are rezistered as “ difficulty,” and require 
officers of capacity and experience to fill 
them. The bitkeshi, however, are sent for- 
ward entirely by reference to routine ; they 
have assigned them, almost immediately, 
duties of an important nature, for whica 
they have not been qualified by any pre- 
vious training, and the result is unavoid- 
able,—they are entirely dependent on 
others for their information, aud in their 
administrative action they become the pup- 
pets of the underlinus of their Yaméns, 
It is not surprising, then, that the country 
suffers from misyovernment. Meimorialist 
does not assert that there are no men of 
ability to be found in the ranks of the 
bitkeshi, but the cases that have come 
under his notice have been very rare ; and, 
even admitting that their ability was un- 
questionable, they are one and all devoid 
of experience, and it is not to tho public 
interest that they should be appointed to a 
responsible post to take their first. lessona 
in the acquisition of this important quality. 
He therefore begs that in future all drafts 
of Manchu official writers to Kirin may be 
discontinued, and that, in their place, 
Chinese and Manchu officials who have 
held substantive office and belong to the 
‘6 proper path,” may be sent forward to him 
when required.—Referred by rescript to 
the Board. : 

October 1st.—(1) An Edict. We an- 
nounced some time ago that We would, in 
attendance upon the Empress Tz’ti Hai, 
escort the remains of the late Empress to 
their final resting place at the P‘u Hsiang Yii; 
and We directed the various public oftices 
to make the necessary preparations. Upon 
this We received memorials from the prin- 
cipal officers of Our realm, representing 
that it was not advisable for the Empress 
to make a long journey into a wild region, 
and that We should not do right in leaving 
her alone during the time We were absent 
Ourselves. To-day We have received a 
collective memorial from Our Princes and 
high officers, submitting that the Empress, 
abso:bed in the cares of the Regency, 
fulfils important duties on behalf of the 
ancestors and gods of Our dynasty, and that 
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She has lately recovered from an illness, 
and is not yet Herself again. To proceed 
on a toilsome journey, and one which would 
arouse Her grief afresh, would surely in- 
terfere with the need She has at present of 
perfect rest and freedom from anxiety. 
For Ourseives, too,—accustomed as We are 
to tend Our mother and experience Her 
solicitude for Us in a thousand ways,— 
it is feared that, were We temporarily to 
leave Her side, She would be afflicted with 
yearnings for Us in Our absence, and thus 
‘We should be lacking in dutiful rezard 
towards Her. We are therefore asked, in 
conformity with the precedent set by Kang 
Hai in the second year of his reizn, to 
refrain from proceeding in person ty the 
Tung Ling. The suggestion is put forward 
by Our High Officers in the sincerity of 
their hearts, and their feelings and the 
language in which they have expressed 
them bear the stamp of honesty. Ou 
reading the representation, We were much 
affected, as We thought of the Empress, 
just freed from Her illness, starting ont to 
face the cold on a journey of more than 
ten days, when She should be carefully 
nursing Herself and recruiting Her health 
iustead. We therefore earnestly entreated 
Her to alter Her determination, and Our 
poor efforts were graciously to listened by the 
Empress, and She consented to give up the 
journey. For Ourselves, after the inexpres- 
sible kindness the late Empress had ever 
lavished upon Us, to be debarred from 
performing in the fullest degree the last 
sad ceremonies at Her tomb, was indeed a 
source of disquiet ; but We have now re- 
ceived a command from the Empress, 
informing Us that We are still young in 
years, and it would greatly distress Her 
motherly mind were We to proceed ona 
long journey with pent-up grief at Our 
heart, and bidding Us on this account to 
yield to circumstances, and act in accord- 
ance with the considerate advice of Our 
Ministers. We have not ventured to dis- 
obey this command, though the thought of 
Our neglect to assist in the final obsequies 
of the late Empress harasses Us early and 
late. We shall at a later period choose an 
auspicious day on which, in company with 
the Empress, to pay a reverent visit to the 
tomb, and shew- thereby the sincerity of 
Our feelings. For the present We shall 
appoint some of the princes akin to Us to 
perform the necessary ceremunies instead 
of Ourselves. 


(2) The following appointments are 


gazetted :—Hsiang Heng iE PF, now 
Minitary Lieutenant-Governur of Cl’ahar 
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to be ‘Tartar General’? at Ching-chou Fu. 
Chiien Hsi [aiff ff], to be Military 
Lieutenant-Governor of Ch‘ahar. 

(3) A Decree, calling upon the High 
officers in the different provinces to exer- 
cise greater care in the selection of thejr 
private secretaries ; it having been repre- 
sented to the Throne that of the secretaries 
now employed are men of bad character 
and vicious habits, and that they frequently 
impede the course of public business. Any 
such men must be at once dismissed and 
their places supplied by others whose 
characters are above suspicion. 

(4) Memorial from the Ceusor Li Chao- 
hsi, requesting that a large number of 
appointments to District and Department 
Mayistracies may be filled by otticials who 
belony to the chéng tu, or ‘ proper path’ of 
advancement, Memorialist divides otticials 
who have obtained their appointments by 
purchase into two classes, the wealthy class 
who covet merely the prestige that official 
rauk confers, and the poorer class who look 
on the purchase system as a protitable 
investment for the capital they are possessed 
of. The latter class, it is needless to 
observe, are not likely to have popular 
interests entirely at heact ; and the former, 
or wealthy class, accustomed from their 
youth upwards to excessive display and 
lavish expenditure, set a pernicious example 
to their subordinates ; and if it so happens 
that they are appvinted to a post the 
emoluments of which are small, there is a 
danger of their appropriating public funds 
and oppressing the people, that they may 
have the wherewithal to indulge their 
extravagant tastes. — Memorialist then 
proceeds to shew how the present reyula- 
tions affecting official appointments might 
be modified so as to secure that a larger 
proportion of vacancies should be filled by 
the class of official whose cause he is 
advocating. A decree referring his proposal 
tu the Board has already appeared. 

October 2nd.—With the exception of a 
memorial from Kuang Ying, Superintend- 
ent of the Imperial Manufactory at Hany- 
chow, submitting that it is out of his 
power for the present to complete an extra 
order for silks and satins formerly furnished 
by Szechuen, there is nothing worth noting 
in this day’s issue. 

October 3rd.—(1) Ch’i Yuan, Military 
Governor of Moukdeu, since appointed 
‘Tartar-General’ at Ci’eny-tu, reports a 
highway robbery perpetrated on an officer 
belonginy to the suite of the Coreau envoy. 
The oflicer in question had been left behind 
on some business, and was traveliing alone, 
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trying to overtake the main hody of the 


mission. He -had left the regular road, 
which was flooded and difficult to travel 
on, and was proceeding by an unfrequented 
route in the neighbourhood of Chu-chia 
T’un, when his cart was stopped by two 
highwaymen, who ransacked and made off 
with all his bagyaye, leaving him badly 
wounded in both legs. He was conveyed 
to an inn in the nearest village where his 
wounds were looked to, and before long he 
recovered sufticiently to be enabled to pro- 
ceed on his journey. He received from 
the local authorities the value of the goods 
stolen from him, together with a further 
allowance to defray his travelling expenses ; 
but, no clue having been obtained to the 
identity of the perpetrators of the outrage 
of which he was the victim, memorialist 
recommends that the sub-prefect and other 
minor officials in whose jurisdiction the 
robbery occurred, be deprived of their 
buttons, and allowed a period of three 
months in which to arrest and punish the 
miscreants.—Granted by rescript. ; 

(2) T’an Chung-lin, Governor of Ché- 
kiang, reports a case of incest, and murder 
of the guilty wife’s husband, the details of 
which are not suited for publication. The 
womam has been sentenced to death by the 
ling-ch’th process, and the two co-respond- 
ents to decapitation after the autunm 


assize. . 

October 4th.—(1) Ho Ching, Governor- 
’ General of Min-chéh, reports that the 
cannon and other matériel belonging to the 
bridges stationed at Shao-wu Fu, have been 
thoroughly overhauled and repaired. One 
thousand taels is the regulation yearly 
allowance for such repairs, and a special 
return of any expenditure beyond this sum 
has to be submitted tothe Throne. In the 
present case the money actually expended 
amounted to 2,357 taéls, less three taels on 
account of the sale of old and useless iron ; 
but as the repairs under notice had, owing 
to circumstances, been postponed until 
considerably beyond the usual period, 
memorialist prays that the accounts now 
submitted may be passed.—Granted by 
rescript. ‘ 

(2) The same officer reports that he has 
expended Tis. 42,998 in dredging and other 
river works at Foochow. The undertaking 
being quite a novelty, and foreign ma- 
chinery having been employed in carrying 
it out, memorialist begs that these two 
facts may be taken into consideration 
when the accounts of the expenditure 
came to be examined by the Board. 
With the exception of Tis. 735, the 
entire expense has been defrayed out 
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of volantary contributions which were 
lying at the disposal of the Provincial 
Government, and the balance it is proposed 
to make up eventually from the same 
source, when the outstanding contributions 
on this account are paid in.—Rescript : 
Let the Board take note. 


The same officer in a postscript memorial 
proposes to devote the interest of ‘I'ls. 
10,000 (being the amount of a fine paid 
by one Yang T’ing-chi, to redeem himself 
from a sentence of banishment pronounced 
upon him for having allowed a prepared 
essay to be passed in to him during a 
provincial competition), to the purpose of 
defraying annually the expenses of repair- 
ing the works under notice.—Rescript : 
Noted. 

(3) Li Chao-t’ang, Superintendent of the 
Foochow Arsenal, reports that the post of 
overseer in that establishment is now 
vacant. Owing to the number of civil and 
military officials, students, workmen, and 
apprentices placed under his charge, and 
all living close together, the holder of the 
appointment is entrusted with responsibili- 
ties of no ordinary nature, Lii Yo-tou seems 
to memorialist qualified, both in respect of 
experience and capacity, for the duties of 
the post, and he accordingly begs to 
recommend him for the appointment.— 
Rescript: Noted. . 


October 5th.—(Court Circular). Tso 
Tsung-t‘ang renews his application to he 
permitted to retire from office. 

(1) A Decree. Tso Tsung-t‘ang, memo- 
rialises Us that he cannot quickly shake off 
his malady, and he again begs to be allowed 
to vacate his post. Let Tso Tsung-t‘ang 
be granted two months extension of leave 
to recruit his health with a quiet mind ; 
there is no need for him to vacate his 
post. 

(2) The following transfers and appoint- 


ments are gazetted :—Ch‘ung-fu (2 iii)» 


Treasurer of Hunan, is summoned to Pe- 
king to await re-employment, P’ang Chi- 


yin, (EOS), Judge of Hupei, is 


appointed Treasurer of Hunan. K’nai Té- 


piao, isl HED Salt Commissioner of 


Hupei, is appointed Judge of the same 
provice. Li Ming-ch’ih Governor of 
Hunan, is summoned to Peking to 
await re-employment. T’u Tsung-ying, 
Governor of Honan, is transferred in 
the same capacity to Hunan, to proceed 
direct to his new pvust. Li Ho-nien, 
Director-General of the Yellow River, is_ 


124 


(Ocr. 5. 





appointed Governor of Honan, Lé Fang- 
eli, Governor of Kueichow, is appointed 
Director General of the Yellow River. Lin 


Chao-yiian, (aK EE JU): Treasurer of 
Kueichow, is appointed Governor of that 


province. Shén Yiug-k’uei, (Yh HE) 


Judge of Shénsi, is appointed Treasurer of 


Kueichow. Yeh Po-ying (#E {A Hi), 


is appointed Judge of Shénsi. Ch’ien 


Kuei-sén, (SBIEBD is appointed Groom 


of the Library in the Imperial Super- 
visorate of Instruction. 


(3) Ko-ching, Supervising Censor, reports 
that at the late ch‘ao shén, or annual re- 
examination of all prisoners under sentence 
of death, held at Peking, one prisoner, 
Tang Shu-t‘ien by name, complained that 
he had been unjustly sentenced. The 
circumstances, it appeared, were as follow: 
The prisoner in question was one of a party 
who, in their exasperation at the dishonesty 
and double-dealing of a proprietor of a 
gambling table, proceeded one morning to 
his house, under the leadership of a certain 
Pai San, and dealt with him according to 
Lynch law, wutilating his body to such 
a degree that the wounds on it were as 
thick as the scales on a fish. The victim 
was, without doubt, a man of disreputable 
character, and his death is not in the least 
to be deplored ; but it is contrary to the 
ordinances of the Empire for an aggrieved 
party thus to take the law into his own 
hands; and in such cases one life, that 
of the ringleader, is required in expiation, 
while the rest of the delinquents are one 
and all to be punished by banishment. In 
the present instance, however, Pai San 
succeeded in making good his escape from 
Peking, and has not yet been captured : the 


rest of the party were sentenced to banish- 


ment, with the exception of Yang Shu-t’ien 
who was condemned to death ; and against 
the injustice he imagines to have been done 
him therein, he now appeals. Memorialist 
prays that the Board of Punishments and 
the Censorate may be directed to give his 
case further and careful consideration.— 
Granted by decree earlier issued. 

(4) With reference to the above case, the 
Buard of Punishments pray that a high 
officer may be nominated by the Emperor 
to assist them at the re-examination of the 
said Yang Shu-t’ien. The Grand Secretaries 
at present in Peking have been earlier 
directed to act as assessors at the trial. 


(5) The Governor-General of the Two 
Kuang provinces reports the despatch to 


Google 


Peking of the following sums on account 
of the salt tax :— 


To the Board of Revenue...Tls. 70,000 

Interest of balance in hand, ,, 10,000 

Maintenance allowance...... » , 2,100 
Scale and Carriage allow- 

: BUICEB...cccsccsccsccecevececeees . 660 

To the Imperial Household ,, 20,000 

Total...... Tls. 102,760 


The above constitutes the third remit- 
tance this year. ” 

(6) Ming-an, Military Governor of Kirin, 
prays that a mitigated punishment may be 
inflicted on twelve prisoners who lent their 
assistance to the prison authorities on the 
occasion of an attempted escape of ten 
notorious criminals ; and hé makes a simi- 
lar request on behalf of twenty four other 
prisoners, who, though they took no active 
part in the recapture, yet remained quiet 
throughout, and did not further embarrass 
the gaolers by any attempt to escape. 
There is no written law that is exactly ap- 
plicable to a case of this sort ; but, as there 
is little doubt that the criminals in this 
instance would have succeeded in forcing 
their way out had it not been for the 
timely assistance rendered the keepers by 
the prisoners in question, memorialist con- 
siders that their services deserve some 
recognition, and he. therefore prays that 
their sentence may be commuted, in each 
case, for one of less severity. 


(7) A memorial from the Governor- 
General of the Two Kuang, bringing to 
the notice of the Throne the great services 
rendered by Chiin Ch’i, the late Superin- 
tendent of Customs at Canton. The ad- 
ministration of the officer in question was 
characterised throughout by the greatest 
integrity and ability, and his services were 
especially valuable on the occasion of the 
opening of Pakhoi to foreign trade in 1877 ; 
the duty receipts at which port, owing to 
his admirable management, have shewn a 
constant yearly increase up to the present 
time. During the present year he responded 
to a requisition of the Board for funds 
over and above the regular assessment, by 
a remittance of Tis. 31,000, and his adjust- 
ment of difficult questions arising out of 
the relations between Chinese and foreiyn- 
ers at Canton, always gave the greatest 
satisfaction, In any subscription for chari- 
table purposes, his name appeared at the 
head of the list, and the munificent sums 
subscribed by him to the relief of sufferers 
from storms aud floods in Kuangtung, 
have been on several occasions reported to 
His Majesty. Although Chiin-ch’i has 
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received more than one mark of Imperial 
favour since the expiration of his term of 
office, memorialist still deems it his duty 
to lay this somewhat extended notice of 
his services before the Throne. It is direc- 
ted by Decree that Chiin-ch’i is to be re- 


commended for one of the earliest vacancies _ 


to a Deputy Lieutenant-Governorship. 

October 6th.—(1) The following Princes 
and high officers are nominated to escort 
the remains of the late Empress to the 
Tung-ling :— 

The Prince of Li. 

The Prince of Hui. 

Oh’eng Bet-léh (eldest son of Prince of 
Kung.) 

Ying Bei-léh (son of Prince of Kung. 

The Duke of Lien. 

The Duke of Mo. 

The Grand Secretary Pao, and other 
officers of less exalted rank. 

(2) A Decree in answer to a memorial 
from the Oensor Li Yii-hua, who repre- 
sents that the practice of receiving bribes 
from the parties to a suit, and levying 
illegal fees upon them, prevails to an 
alarming extent among the District and 

- Department Magistrates in Hunan. At 
Hain-hua Hsien in particular the most 
scandalous proceedings are openly sanction- 
ed by the authorities. In cases of murder, 
fees are exacted from prisoner and pro- 
secutor alike at the various staves of the 
trial; private houses of detention exist 
where witnesses are confined till a certain 
sum of money is extorted from them, and 
the number of Yamén runners and other 
unregistered underlings amounts possibly 
to 2,000 who prey upon the inhabitants and 
are a source of terror to the whole neigh- 
bourhood. The Governor of Hunan is 
directed, if these facts are really true, at 
once to cashier the officers compromised, 
and issue a circular to all his subordinates 
ordering them to put down such abuses 
with a heavy hand. 

(3) Memorial from Ming An, reporting 
the recapture and prompt execution of ten 
criminals who made a desperate effort to 
escape from confinement at the capital. It 
appears that one Li Wen-chii, who was 
lying in the prison under a sentence of 
strangulation, invited a fellow-prisoner 
called Liu to take his meal with him, and 
was informed by the latter that there was 
no hope for him (Liu) now, as he had 
confessed to a charge of murder and 
sentence had been prononnced upon him. 
On this, Li suggested that it was quite 
possible to escape from the goal, and 
he ultimately furnished Li and another 
criminal, Tu-lu by name, with some iron 
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nails with which to wrench off their 
manacles. The nails were subsequently 
passed on to other criminals, who made the 
same use of them and formed a concerted 
plan of escape, which they put into execu- 
tion on the first available opportunity. At 
first they were quite successful, overpower- 
ing their keepers, several of whom they 
wounded mortally; but the timely aasist- 
ance of some of the other prisoners, and 
the arrival of some soldiers on the scene, 
dispirited them, and they were all recap- 
tured. The man Li who had taken no 
active part in the affray, but was biding his 
time waiting to see which side would be 
successful, when he perceived that the 
attempt was hopeless, attacked Tu-lu, to 
whom he had originally suggested the plan 
and who was lyiug helpless on the ground, 
with a log of wood, that he might not be 
compromised by any confessions his accom- 

lice might make hereafter. This action, 

owever, was not successful in blinding the 
authorities, and it soon became know what 
share Li had borne in the recent attempt. 
He has unfortunately since died in prison, 
but orders have been given to sever the 
head from his trunk and expose it at the 
scene of his offence. The prison authorities 
are exonerated from all blame and recom. 
mended for Imperial marks of approbation. 
For the treatment of the prisoners who 
assisted in the recapture, see the Gazette of 
yesterday. 

October 7th.—(1) Wényii, Superintend- 
ent of Oustoms and Octroi at the Hata 
Gate in Peking, submits his accounts for 
the year ended September 24th. Tho 
regular assessment, Tis. 110,724, he has 
collected in full; but on the surplus 
assessment there is a deficit of Tis. 142,404. 
This deficit, memorialist remarks, is not so 
large as that of last year, and he attributes 
his failure to collect more to the following 
reasons. (1) Owing to the death of the 
late Empress and national mourning that 
followed, the demand for silks and satins 
was much smaller than usual, and in fact 
this department of trade was brought 
almost entirely to a standatill. (2) There 
happened to be this year an intercalary 
month, on account of which a further 
requisition of Tls. 8,500 was levied upon 
the establishment; the rain, however, 
during this month was so heavy, and the 
state of the roads so bad, that the receipta 
fell far short of thissum. (3) The quantity 
of foreign merchandise which now enters 
the city, and is by law exempt from duty, 
injuriously affects the sale of native goods 
and the revenue accruing therefore. It 
was ordained last year, by Imperial decree 
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in reply to a memorial from the late 
Superintendent, that future incumbents 
of the office should be required to 
remit to the Board only the amount 
that they actually succeeded in collecting ; 
but as the Board took exception to this 
arrangement, a subsequent Imperial Decree 
was received, directing the establishment 
in question still to continue to do their 
utmost to collect the regulation amount, 
and in case of failure to do so, to set forth 
the reasons which made such collection 
impossible, in a memorial which the Board 
would be required to take into considera+ 
tion and report upon. Memorialist has 
now acted in conformity with this Decree, 
.and he expresses a hope that the reasons 
which prevented his collecting the full 
amount of the surplus assessment will 
appear satisfactory to His Majesty.—Refer- 
red to the Board by Rescript. 


(2) The same officer reports that he has 
remitted to the Recreation Department of 
the Palace, Tls. 6,000, and to the Depart- 
ment of the. Imperial Body Guard Tis. 
2,000, which sums are annually required 
from his establishment. 

(3) Thesame officer reports that he has for- 
warded to the Board of Revenue Tis. 8,811, 
being the amount of duty on opium collect- 
ed by him during the past year. He takes 
occasion to remark that cases of attempted 
smuggling of this drug are of frequent 
ocurrence, and have rendered an extra 
force of police indispensable, to the support 
of whom he has applied some few hundreds 
of taels collected on the same account. 


October 8th.—(1) Hoching, Governor- 
General of Minchéh, and Tsén Yii-ying, 
Governor of Fuhkien, in obedience to an 
Imperial Decree, submit to the Throne a 
report upon the character and capacity of 
several of their subordinate officers, who 
have been denounced by: a anonymous 


accuser (Ch : A AB». Yeh taotai, 


who is acting as Provincial Judge of Foh- 
kien, has been accused of being too intimate 
with foreign firms, and is even suspected 
of carrying on business through their 
agency. Some colour was given to these 
suspicions by the fact that Yeh taotai has 
frequently called upon the different foreign 
Consuls ; but from the nature of the duties 
with which he was charged, these visits to 
foreigners were unavoidable, and there is 
not a shadow of proof that he ever engaged 
in business under cover of their names. 
Wang Hsiieh-pén, Salt Intendant, who has 
gradually risen from the rank of Assistant 
Magistrate to the position he now occupies, 
has no doubt been guilty of slight mistakes 
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during the long period of his services. His 
rapid promotion from the rank of Prefect 
to that of Taotai, gave an opportunity to 
his detractors to make ungenerous com- 
ments on his success. It was whispered 
that he was too eager and pushing, not, to 
say unscrupulous, in making a career for 
himself. Memorialists are not accurately 
informed of the antecedents of the officer 


in question, or of all his acts during the - 


last twenty years, but they can testify to 
his high moral character and great capa- 
city for business since the time he has 
come under their notice. The late gov- 
ernor, too, always held the most favourable 
opinion of his cleanhandedness and _abili- 
ties. Shéng Shih-féng, expectant Taotai, 
has been denounced for no better reason 
than that all his family are engaged in 
trade. Memorialists point out that His 
Majesty chooses his officers according to 
their attainments, from all classes of the 
community alike, and that many high 
officials come from shop-keeping families. 
As to the capacity of Shéng taotai there 
is no doubt, and the province possesses 
few more useful servants. Yii Chang, 
Prefect of Chang-chou Fu, is possessed of 
a foolish son, who frequently intrudes into 
the court when his father is hearing a case. 
Yii Chang has been accused on this ground, 
and also because he has lately failed to 
proceed twice a month to the Prefectural 
temple and offer incense. 
however, not from choice, bat because of 
illness, and: in other respects the way in 
which he has administered the Prefecture 
has given general satisfaction. Lien-hsing, 
Department Magistrate of Lung-yen Chou, 
is a man of mediocre attainments but 
perfectly honest and well intentioned. 
However, as he is apt to lend too ready an 
ear to the representations of his domestics, 
and is besides far advanced in years, it is 
advisable to call upon him, to resign his 
office. Chang Hsing-ao Magistrate of the 
Feng-shan District is a man of great parts 
and wonderful aptitude for administration, 
as has been evidenced by his conduct 
whilst in charge of several busy and difficult 
posts. His consciousness of his superiority 
to those with whom he is daily brought 
into contact has possibly led him into a 
certain superciliousness and haughtiness of 
manner towards them ; and it is also alleged 
that he is addicted to the vice of opium- 
smoking, the grounds for this allegation 
being that his bodily health is exceedingly 
feeble. He will accordingly be temporarily 
relieved of his official duties, and summoned 
to the capital, where a careful watch will be 
set upon his conduct. The magistrate of 


He stayed away, — 
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Fu-an, and the magistrate of Taiwan who 
has been relieved of his duties in connec- 
tion with that magistracy but has not yet 
reported himself at the capital, will also be 
carefully watched, and the result of this 
surveillance will form the subject of a sepa- 
rate representation to the Throne. Memo- 
rialist observes that, ever since he took over 
the duties of Governor-General, he has 
devoted himself with untiring application 
to the task of impressing upon his subordi- 
nates the necessity of proposing to them- 
selves a lofty standard to be attained in their 
official administration, and of doing their 
utmost to realise such an ideal. It is impos- 
sible, of course, to claim for Fuhkien a 
monopoly of men of talent or an immunity 
from corrupt or dissolute characters among 
the ranks of its officials ; but, on the whole, 
memorialist thinks he has reason to be 
satisfied with the general uprightness and 
ability of the staff under him. He acknow- 
ledges, with much contrition, that he has 
without doubt erred here and there in his 
appointments or recommendations to the 
Throne, and expresses his gratitude to the 
unknown informer who has now brought 
to light some of these errors of judgment. 
But to one accusation made by this informer, 
he must reply without delay; that is to 
say, to the charge of favouring the claims 
of Kuangtung men to substantive employ- 
ment. There are without doubt a number 
of Kuangtung officers either employed or 
awaiting employment in Fuhkien; they 
belong mainly to the class of officials by 
purchase, and great numbers of these 
choose Fuhkien as the sphere of their 
future employment, because it lies close to 
their native province, and communication 
between the two is short and easy. The 
number of these who receive appointments 
in Fuhkien is by no means disproportionate; 
memorialist would never venture to, favour 
an aspirant for the mere reason that he 
came from the same province as himself, 
or, if he did, he could not reasonably 
hope to escape the just reward of such 
jobbery. For the future he will be more 
than ever on the watch for any abuses, 
which he will deal with heavily and un- 
sparinuly. 

(2) Li Hung-chang reports having for- 
warded to the Imperial Equipage Depart- 
meut Tis. 10,051, due to that establishment 
on various accounts, which sum Memorialist 
has experienced the greatest possible diffi- 
culty in collecting. 


October 9th.—{1) Wu Ta-chéng CR k 


120 is appointed Director of the Court of 
the Imperial Stud. 
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(2) A report of an uninteresting appeal 
case, and a few documents on formal 
matters, complete the record of this day’s 
Gazette. : 

October 10th.—(1) En Ch ‘tian reports that 
on the afternoon of the 27th of September 
information was brought to him that a man 
on horseback had forced his way through 
the Ch’ang-an gate on the eastern side of 
the ‘Yellow’ city. The guards on duty had 
warned him off, but he had laid about him 
with his whip, and managed thus to effect 
an entrance. He was almost immediately 
arrested, and being questioned, deposed 
that his name was Sung-shun, and that 
he was employed in the Imperial stables. 
Memorialist begs that he may be handed 
over to the Board for severe punishment, 
and he further prays that the guards on 
duty at the gate in question, as they 
managed to secure the delinquent at once, 
may be graciously excused from the penal- 
ties to which they have laid themselves 
open by theirfailure to prevent his entrance. 
—For Decree see Gazette of September 
28th. 

(2) The two Brigade-Generals stationed 
at Ching-chou Fu in Hupei report the death 
of the Manchu Commandant, or ‘Tartar 
General,’ of that station. The deceased 
officer took cold towards the end of August 
last, but, as he was able to attend to his 
official duties, nothing serious was appre- 
hended until the 11th of September when 
symptoms of diphtheria pronounced them- 
selves. On the following day memorialists 
wenttosee him, and found that though he was 
still conscious, the end was not far off. He 
had just strength enough remaining, how- 
ever, to deplore the fact that his untimely 
death deprived him ofall opportunity of 
ever repaying His Majesty for the many 
favours lavished upon him, and he en- 
trusted memorialists with the duty of for- 
warding his testamentary memorial to the 
Throne. He died on the 13th at noon, in 
the 57th year of his age, and the necessary 
arrangements have been made for his 
funeral and for the expedition of public 
business until the arrival of his successor. 

(3) The Governor of. Shansi reports the 
conclusion of a review of the Chinese troops 
stationed at the provincial capital. The 
shooting and posturing were on the whole 
most satisfactory, and arrangements have 
now been made for weeding out the old 
and feeble members of the force and sup- 
plying their places by young and stalwart 
recruits, Memorialist proposes on Septem- 
ber 25th to start upon a tour of inspection 
of the garrisons stationed at outlying points 
of the province. 
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(4) Postscript memorial from Li Hung- 
chang. On the 8th of July last it was 
arranged by Imperial Decree that the ad- 
ministration of the passes of Kalgan, To- 
shih K‘ou, and Dolonnor should be with- 
drawn from Civil Commissaries of Manchu 
garrisons, and entrusted to Civil Subpre- 
fects. The posts in question were to be 
henceforth registered as important and 


‘most difficult,’ (jp) KE Jo HE) and the 
incumbents were to be taken from Ohinese 
and Manchus without distinction. Memo- 
rialist now reports, in obedience to a Decree 
directing him to report on the capacity of 
the present holders of these appointments, 
that the officer at Kalgan, Hsila by name, 
who is just now absent from his post, is 
scarcely equal to the task of administering 
it. It is accordingly judyed unadvisable to 
allow him to return to his post, and he will 
be relieved of his duties in this connection 
and retained for service as a Civil Commis- 
sary elsewhere. It will be memorialist’s 
duty to select another officer to fill the 
vacancy thus caused, and the selection will 
be, in due time, submitted for the approval 
of the Throne.—Rescript: Let the Board 
of Civil Office take note. 


October 11th.—({1) A decree in answer 
to the Oensor Shun Ling who represents 
that there is great and unnecessary delay 
in the issue of government rice to Peking 
bannermen. The Secretaries in charge of 
the granaries are directed at once to reform 
any abuses connected with the distribution, 
and the adjutants of the various banners 
are ordered to take delivery of the grain in 
person, and not, as heretofore, to send 
disreputable substitutes for this purpose. 

(2) The Censor Lou Yii-p‘u submits a 
memorial, advocating refurm in three 
branches of the provincial administration. 
He protests, in the first place, against the 
practice of allowing Sub-prefects and aasist- 
ant Sub-prefects to hold appointments as 
District and Department Magistrates. ‘I'he 
number of expectant Magistrates is already 
very great and the admission of a large 
body of officials who should properly speak- 
ing look for promotion in the higher 
branches of the service to a competition for 
posts much below them as far as official 
rank is concerned, is calculated to be most 
detrimental to the public service. The 
demand for these appointments is greatly 
increased thereby, and the competitors 
become correspondingly less and less care- 
ful as to the means employed to secure 
them. Bribes paid to the private Secre- 
taries and other influential retainers at the 
Governor's Yamén become larger aud 
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‘larger, and when an appointment is thus 


fiually secured, the incumbent’s first 
and foremost object is to extort from the 
people the money he has expended in pro- 
curing the privilege of governing them. 
The consequence is that, in many parts, 
the very name of one of these acting Mayis- 
trates, who is in high favour, may-be, at 
head-quarters, is held in abhorrence by the 
people committed to his charge. Memo- 
rialist suggests that, for the future, only 
expectant District and Department Magis- 
trates may be eligible for these two posts. 
With reference tv Sub-prefects by pur- 
chase (this being a favourite rank to pur- 
chase, as it has hitherto rendered the 
holder eligible for employment as Prefect 
on the one side or Magistrate on the 
other), memorialist proposes that officials 
of this class who are at present acting as 
District or Department Mayistrates be re- 
lieved of their duties in this connection, 
and required to hand over the regulation 
sum of money required from an official by 
purchase who wishes to exchange his rank 
for a lower official grade. [Note.—This 


process is termed KE+B, and inyolves a 
cousiderable expenditure.] Memorialist in 
the second place proceeds to attack the 
system of allowing private Secretaries to 
be passed on from one Governor to another, 
aud thus continued for many years in the 
same province. Owing to the influence 
they possess with the Governor, the pat- 
ronage of the majority of appointments 
virtually rests with them, and they receive 
presents and bribes without stint for their 
favourable recommendations. Iu process 
of time they begin to feel secure in their 
position, and delegate others to perform 
their routine work, whilst they devote 
themselves to the pleasures of profligate 
and riotous living. It is requested that a 
strict inquiry into the life and character 
of such Secretaries may be_ instituted 
throughout the provinces. Memorialiat 


points out, thirdly, that the Hie RE, or the 
custom of vacating office by the junior of 
two relatives who may be brought into 
contact with each other within certain 
prescribed provincial limits, is largely 
ignored or evaded in practice. He begs 
that measures may be at once taken to re- 
from this abuse, and also another not less 
important, viz., the practice of allowing 
officials to acquire land or house property, 
or carry on business, within the limits of 
their official jurisdiction.—A decree direct- 
ing strict investigation into the pre- 
valence of the above abuses has already 
appeared. 
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October 12th.—(1) A decree respecting 
the repair of the roads by which the 
funeral cortége will proceed to the Tung 
Ling. ‘The people will, without doubt, 
cheerfully volunteer their services for this 
work, to requite in some degree the kind- 
ness they invariably experienced from the 
late Empress. But much consideration 
should be shewn to the peasantry, who are 
in straitened circumstances and would be 
unable to bear too heavy a call on their 
resources. Careful instructions are accord- 
ingly to be issued to the local authorities 
not to over-tax the strength of the labourers 
under their superintendence, and to refrain 
from oppressing them in any shape or way. 

(2) A collective memorial from the High 
Officers of the Empire, headed by the 
Prince of Li, dissuading the Empress and 
the Emperor from proceeding in person to 
the Tung Ling ; the former, because she is 
not sutticiently recovered from her indis- 
position ; the latter, because the Empress 
could ill bear the temporay separation from 
him.—The memorial is embodied, almost 
verbatim, in the answering decree which 
appeared in the Gazette of 1st October, 
which see. 

October 13th.—(1) Memorial from Li 
Han-chang, requesting that a certain 
colonel called Wang Tzii-fang, may be at 
once dismissed the service for having pre- 
sumed, in spite of remonstrances, to con- 
structadam across the river at Ch’ien-chiang 
Heien, for the better irrigation of his own 
land. It happened that the water in the 
river suddenly rose, and, finding an im- 
pediment in its usual course, overflowed 
its banks and caused great devastation to 
lands further down the stream.—The re- 
quest is granted by rescript. 

(2) The military assistant Governor com- 
manding at Kobdo, makes a strong appeal 
on behalf of the Manchu and Chinese yar- 
risons in his jurisdiction. ‘The frontier of 
Kobdo is one long sandy waste, incapable 
of growing any sort of grain; and all sup- 

lies have consequently to be brought over- 
laud for an enormous distance, and sell, on 
arrival, for double and treble their original 
cost. Moreover, the Mohammedan rebels 
ou the Western side are not yet completely 
reduced, and their hostility deters mer- 
chants from importing goods in any consi- 
derable quantities, and enormously increases 
the price of such wares as do fend their 
way into the province. Thusit. happens that 
the troops employed in garrison duty are 
barely enabled, with their quarterly ration 
allowance, to procure sufficient food for one 
month, The allowance in question is to 
each man, fur rations, Tl. 0.9 a month, 
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exclusive of between three and four tou of 
corn. This amount, being entirely in- 
adequate for the supply of the soldiers’ 
daily wants, was in 1873 provisionally in- 
creased by one-half, it being understood 
at the time that the former rate of pay 
should be resumed again on the first oppor- 
tunity. Memorialist has now received a 
@ petition from the troops, shewing that 
the cost of firing and provisions of all kinds 
is higher thar ever before, and the sum 
allowed them to defray these expenses is 
quite insufficient. Winter will shortly 
be upon them, and its advent is looked 
forward to with the gravest apprehen- 
sion by all, and they earnestly beg that 
the rate of pay prevailing among the 
troops in Uliasut’ai may be extended 
also to them, that they may have the 
wherewithal to live on, and be enabled 
to exert themselves in the service of the 
Emperor. Memorialist considers the ap- 
plication of the troops quite reasonable : 
they are at present, in consequence of the 
still unsettled state of the Mahommedan 
region, entrusted with patrol duties of a 
most onerous and responsible nature, and 
unless ample provision is made for their 
maintenance, they will be unequal to the 
satisfactory performance of these duties. 
He begs, therefore, warmly to support their 
prayer for an increase of the amount 
of the ration allowance.—Rescript: Let 
the Board of Revenue deliberate and 
report. ‘ 

October 14th.—({Court Oiroular.) Hai 
Ch’ang, Imperial agent at Kurun (Urga), 
had audience. The authorities of the 
Hata Gate forwarded to the Emperor a 
presert of winter bamboo shoots from the 
South. 

(1) A decree announcing that the Em- 
peror will on the 31st of this month escort 
the remains of the late Empress as far as 
the other side of the bridge outside the 
Tung-chih gate, after which he will return 
to the palace. A long list follows of the 
Princes and other high officers who are to 
officiate in the-place of the Emperor at the 
various funeral ceremonies, 

(2) A Decree. In the spring of this year 
the Sacred Person of the Empress Tz‘t Hsi 
was afflicted with illness, from which, after . 
many months of careful treatment, She hag 
partially recovered. Though She is not yet 
Herself again, it is hoped that by sparing 
Her all annoyance and tenderly nursing 
Her, She may be enabled to regain Her 


“former strength. Our heart is filled with 


joy at this thought, and when We consider 
Her great tenderness, of which every por- 
tion of Our dominions felt the beneficent 
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effects, and know how, amidst the wearying 
cases of state, Her heart ever inclined to 
the side of mercy and compassion, We feel 
called upon to testify Our admiration and 
thankfulness by a special act of clemency. 
We therefore decree that no criminal, 
now lying in any of Our prisons under 
sentence of death, shall be executed this 
year ; that those criminals who have been 
temporarily respited (with the exception 
of those who have been so respited three 
or more times, and whose punishment has 
consequently been mitigated already) 
shall have an application on their behalf 
submitted by the Board of Punishments, 
recommending a mitigation of their sen- 
tence. In this way shall We exercise Our 
Imperial. prerogative of tempering justice 
with mercy. 

(3) The Military Governor of Moukden 
reports that the duties on the kaoliang used 
for wine-making purposes, collected by the 
Tung-pien Taotai last year, amounted in all 
to Tis. 3,957. This sum has been retained in 
the Taotai’s chest, to be used as pay for 
troops or to defray other necessary expenses. 
The amount collected on this account varies 
considerably every year, according as the 
harvest is plentiful or the reverse. Memo- 
rialist begs, therefore, that no specified 
annual sum may be required from him, 
but that the exact amount of the collection 
may be regularly reported.—Rescript: 
Let the Board of Revenue take note. 

(4) The Military Lieutenant-Governor of 
Urumts’'i, Kung-t’ang, reports a case of 
adultery and murder :—Chéng Ts’ung-jén, 
a supernumerary private belonging to the 
garrison at Ching-ho, had formed an illicit 
intimacy with Hsii Lu shih, the wife of one 
Hsii Hsiao who was cognisant of the guilty 
relations of the pair. On one occasion 
Hati upraided his wife with the fact, and 
threatened on the next day to expose to 
public ridicule both herself and her par- 
amour. His wife duly communicated this 
threat to Chéng, and the two laid a plot 
to murder the husband that very night. 
Accordingly, when he was fast asleep, 
Chéng passed a rope round his neck and the 
wife prevented her husband from rising 
while the other tightened the noose and 
managed without much trouble to strangle 
him. The two then wrapped the body up 
in a bag, and exposed it on the waste land 
to the south of the city, in the hope that 
it would be there devoured by wolves. 
Shortly afterwards the father of the mur- 
dered man came to inquire after his son, and 
found that he was missing ; hearing, how- 
ever, from some of the inhabitants that 
there was a dead body lying exposed out- 
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side the city, he gave out that he would, in 
company with some others, go and inspect 
it the next day. Chéng, hearing this, rose 
before daylight on the morrow, and pro- 
ceeded to the place where he had deposited 
the body. Finding it still intact, he severed 
the head from the trunk, and was carrying 
it away, when he was perceived by the 
searching party, who happened to arrive 
on the ground just at that moment. He 
threw away the head at once and made 
off; but the head was picked up by 
the father, and indentified as that of 
his son. The guilty parties were at once 
arrested and confessed to the crime. The 
woman managed to hang herself in prison, 
and memorialist, considering the gravity of 
the crime and the importance, in so remote 
a portion of the Empire, of making an 
example of the perpetrator, gave orders 
that the man should be summarily beheaded, 
without waiting for the usual Imperial 
permission to carry the sentence into effect. 
—Rescript : Let the Board of Punishments 
take note. 

October 15th.—({Court Circular.) To-day 
the Court begin to wear wadded garments. 

(1) A memorial from the Governor of 
Shénsi, appying for more troops to suppress 
brigandage in his province, is the only 
document of interest in this day’s issue. 

October 16th—{1) A decree, announcing 
that, besides remitting the autumn land-tax 
of those departments and districts through 
which the funeral cortége will shortly pass, 
His Majesty has taken into consideration 
the fact that the time has now arrived for 
the sowing of the spring wheat, and that an 
allowance of Tl. 0.1 will be paid to the 
farmers on account of every mow of land in 
which the sowing is interrupted or pre- 
vented by the arrangements for the funeral 
procession. 

(2) A decree, announcing that though 
the harvest this year has been fairly plen- 
tiful, a great deal of poverty exists among 
the lower classes. The two Imperial 
establishments for the gratuitous issue of 
congee in the Tartar division of the capital 
will accordingly be opened somewhat earlier 
this winter, and the amount of rice for 
distribution will be raised in each establish- 
ment from 300 to 500 piculs. Toa similar 
establishment at Lu-kou Ch‘iao a grant is 
made of 400 piculs of second quality rice, 
and to the warm refuge outside the Ch‘ien 
Mén a grant of 300 piculs. 

(3) The following appointments are 


gazetted :—T ‘an Chung-lin (28 ga ) to 
be Governor-General of Shan-kan. Oh‘en 


Shih-chich (Bi --gfH) to be Governor 
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of Ohéhkiang. Both the above officers, 
who now hold the appointments of 
Gevernor of Ohéhkiang and Treasurer 
of Fuhkien respectively, are to proceed 
direct to their new posts.—Shén Pao- 


ching, HK TR Be), now Judge of 


Kiangsi, to be Treasurer of Fuhkien. 
Kang-yi, (ax to be Judge of Kiangsi. 


Yang Ch’ang-chiin (A BY to be Trea- 


surer of Kansu. Wang Pi-ta (=F WZ) 
to be Taotai of the Hui, Ch’ao, Chia, 


circuit in Kwangtung. Shéng-an BZ) 
is appointed Military Commandant of 


Yuchen in Ili. Lui Chin-t‘ang (3H Ht) 


_ is appointed Imperial Envoy and Military 
Controller of the New Dominion, with 


Chang Yao (Wfgiffz) as Assistant Adminis- 
trator. 

(4) Tséng Kuo-chttan, Governor-General 
of Shan-kan, is given permission to vacate 
his post. He will however seek an Im- 

erial audience as soon as ever his health 
is sufficiently re-established. 

(5) Ch’ung-huan, Military Commandant 
of Guchen, ia permitted to resign his ap- 
pointment, that he may tend his sick father. 

(6) The Military Governor of Moukden 
reports that he has disbanded one brigade 
of infantry, and one hundred cavalry 
officers and men whose services were no 
longer required for garrison duty. Each 
soldier was presented on his departure with 
one month’s pay.—Reascript : Noted. 

October 17th.—(Court Circular.) Ch’iian 
Chung-tang applies again for permission to 
retire from office. 

This day’s Gazette is entirely taken up 
with reports of movements and recommend- 
ations of small officials, 

October 18th.—(1) Fu K’un, Imperial 
Oontroller-General of Kokonor, resident at 
Mai-ning Fu in Kansu, reports that on last 
occasion when he crossed the frontier to 
ape the customary sacrifices in the 

okonor region, he received a representa- 
tion from Prince Kun-pu-la-pu-t’an, Cap- 
tain-General of the Kalmuk League, and 
other Princes and Daidjis, which he begs to 
lay before the Throne. It appears that the 
usual Government subsidy paid to the 
Princes and nobles in question has been 
discontinued from the first half of 1874 up 
to the present time, owing to the great 
embarrassment in which the Exchequer 
found itself on account of military expendi- 
ture in the ‘far west. Though the country 
is now beginning to recover from the 
exhaustion consequent on recent wars, 
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and the public finances are improving, 
yet the petitioner considers that whilst 
nearly every other part of the Em- 
pire has contributed large sums towards 
the maintenance of the Imperial armies, 
the Mongols of Kokonor have not as yet 
come to the assistance of His Majesty by 
any gift or collection whatsoever. It is, 
however, not too late for them to atone 
for past negligence and indifference, and to 
shew that they are not entirely forgetful 
of the many favours they have received at 
the hands of the Emperor. To this end 
the princes and nobles have come to a com- 
mon understanding, and they request that 
they may be.allowed to waive their claim 
for arrears of pay extending over the last 
eight years. These arrears amount in all to 
Tis. 63,700, and they beg that His Majesty 
will deign to accept this humble offering at 
their hands. At the same time they beg 
that the balance due to them on account 
of the latter half of 1874, may be made 
good to them, and that from the present 
time they may be permitted, as formerly, 
to draw their regular stipend from the 
Kansuh provincial treasury. The memo- ~ 
rialist begs to forward the application of 
the Princes and Daidjis to the Throne, and 
prays that His Majesty will be pleased 
graciously to bestow some mark of appro- 
bation on them. The Grand Council were 
honoured by the receipt of the following 
Decree :—Let it be as requested : let the 
Board concerned report to Us on the form 
of rewards to be conferred. 

(2) The same officer reports that, in 
accordance with custom, he proceeded, on 
the 3rd of July, to cross the frontier and 
offer sacrifice to the tutelary duties of 
Kokonor at Ch‘a-han-t‘o-h‘ai. Hoe was 
accompanied by a body-guard of Imperial 
troops, and was received by a large body 
of Mongol Princes and Chieftains, who had | 
been advised by circular of his coming. 
They were entertained at a formal banquet, 
at the ending of which memorialist duly dis- 
tributed among them presents of silks and 
satins, oficial buttons and feathers, knives, 
tea, and -sq,'on ; not forgetting to include 
subordinate officérs and petty chieftains in 
the distribution. The guests, one and all, 
expressed their warmest gratitude for the 
Imperial bounty, and memorialist seized 
the occasion fur impressing strongly upon 
them the obligation they were under of pur- 
suing their pastoral pursuits in peace, ‘and 
sparing His Majesty any anxiety on their 
account. All present were greatly affected, 
and promised to do their utmost to follow 
this advice ; and it is now to be hoped that 
this remote corner of the Emperor's 
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dominions may long enjoy the blessings of 
peace. Memorialist has deputed various 
officers to proceed to other parts of Kokonor 
and perform the customary sacrifices. 
—Rescript: Noted. 

(3) Tao Tsung-t‘ang makes another ap- 
plication for permission to retire from 
oftice. He reminds His Majesty that in his 
former application he represented that he 
- had a heavy oppressive feeling on his chest, 
and wasalso suffering fromstoppage of circu- 
lation in his left hand, resulting in numb- 
ness of three fingers ; both his feet, too, 
were swollen, and he was quite unequal to 
the transaction of any business. In answer 
to that representation, His Majesty was 
graciously pleased to grant him one month’s 
leave to recruit his health with a quiet 
mind. For this mark of Imperial consi- 
deration Memorialist’s gratitude was un- 
bounded, and his whole hope was to be 
speedily cured of his malady. Unhap- 
pily, the disease was too deeply rooted in 

is system: the month allowed him has 
expired and finds him still in the same 
case. The swelling in his feet has cer- 
tainly diminished a little, but the inflam- 
mation has mounted higher, attacking 
his face and eyes, which are red and 
swollen. When the inflammation of the 
face shewed some signs of decreasing, a 
painful rash broke out over his whole 
pn the irritation resulting from which 

as of late given him no rest day or night. 
He has, moreover, to confine himself strictly 
to his room for fear of catching cold, and 
the leaden weight on his chest gives no 
token of abatement. Under these circum- 
stances it is well nigh impossible for him 
to attempt to resume his official duties. 
Were he to doso, arelapse would be inevit- 
able, and he would be continually distur- 
bing His Majesty by applications for leave. 
After careful and anxious consideration, 
Memorialist fears that no course is open to 
him, but to renew his request to be allowed 
to retire from all his appointments, whilst 
still retaining the privilege of beiny con- 
sulted on questions of importance should 
His Majesty see fit so to honour him. 
With regard to the questions of an increase 
of duty and lekin on foreign opium, and 
the repair of the banks of the Hun Ho, 
Memorialist is at present making an effort 
to give these subjects his careful considera- 
tion, and he will shortly embody the 
result of his deliberations in a memorial to 
the Throne.—A decree has- appeared, 
granting Tso Tsung-t‘ang two months’ 
extension of leave. - 

(4) The Superintendent of the Huai-an 
Customs reports that he has in hand, ready 
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for transmission to Peking, Tls. 14,197, 
being the residue of this year's collection, 
when all establishment charges, subsides to 
provinces for pay of troops, and various 
other disbursemeuts have been deducted. 

(5) Oh’i-yuan, Military Governor of 
Monkden, reports the payment into the 
provincial chest of Tis. 534, being the 
amount of dues levied on the coal and iron 
dug up and brought to market by casual 
miners on the Eastern frontier. It is 
proposed to retain this sum and apply it to 
the propose of defraying the military ex- 
penses of the province. 

October 19th.—(Court Circular.) Oh‘ 
Yuan, ‘ Tartar General’ at Ch‘eng-tu, had 
audience on his arrival at Peking. 

(1) A decree commenting on the fact 
that a prisoner lying in the District gaol of 
Ch‘eng-té in Feng-t‘ien Fu, was allowed to 
make away with himself by poison. The 
gaol warden responsible for his appearance 
when required, is cashiered, and a rigorous 
enquiry is to be instituted as to whether 
the criminal in question came to his death 
owing to ill-treatment on the part of his 
keepers. The District Magistrate is com- 
mitted to the Board for the determination 
of the usual penalty. A caso has also 
lately occurred at the same prison, of an 
escape effected by a criminal in confine- 
ment there. The gaol warden is to be 
strictly examined with a view to ascertain- 
ing whether he had been induced by bribes 
or other considerations to connive at the 
escape, and the Magistrate is again com- 
mitted to the Board for the determination 
of a penalty. 

(2) Memorial from the Cana Li Yii- 
hua, bringing to His Majesty’s notice the 
abuses that are practised by otticial under- 
lings in Hunan, during the hearing of 
capital cases. Illegal fees are extorted 
from both parties at every stage of the pro- 
ceedings, so much so that the people have 
@ proverb that a case of murder implies 
the ruin of two families, prosecutor's and 
prisoner’s, and is as wide-reaching in its 
wasting effects as a prairie fire. This last 
clause refers more particularly to cases 
where the parties are poor, aud. their rela- 
tives and neighbours are required to pay the 
fees in question before justice can be obtain- 
ed. Evenafter theclosing of a case, witnesses 
and others connected with it are detained in 
confinement till the charges are paid up in 
full. The places of confinement are most 
unhealthy, and in the hot weather, owing 
to the damp exhalations and unwholesome 
smells, the mortality among such prisoners 
is considerable. Two practices most pre- 
judicial to society at large are engendered 
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from this method of criminal procedure. 
Life being held cheap in Hunan, a man 
finds that the most effectual way of reveng- 
ing an insult is to commit suicide and lay 
the onus of the crime at the door of his 
adversary. Again, when. it is known that 
justice is so expensive and uncertain, grave 
crimes are hushed up or privately arranged, 
and the perpetrators go unpunished. Me- 
morialist speaks with more especial refer- 
-ence to the procedure known to be in 
vogue at Hsin-hua Hsien, but fears that 
his remarks have an almost universal appli- 
cation. A resumé of further remarks by 
the Censor on the same subject appeared 
in the Imperial Decree, issued in answer 
to his memorial, printed in the Gazette of 
6th October. 

October 20th.—(Court Circular.) Li 
Hung-chang paid his respects on his arrival 
at Peking, and he and the Prince of Tun 
were given audience. = 

The Grand Sectetary Ch‘iian Ch‘ing is 
permitted to retire into private life, retain- 
ing his full rank and emoluments. 

(1) A Decree forbidding any unseemly 
crowding or trampling on the Imperial 
road on the part of the smaller officials 
and others who are to bear part in the 
funeral procession. 

(2) Heit Fu (f4¢ 7h) is appointed Vice- 
President of the Board of War, and is at 
the same time continued in his acting 
appointment as Vice-President of the 
Board of Works. 

(3) Lé Fang-ch‘i, who was appointed 
Governor of Kueichow in May last, and 
Director-General of the Yellow River on 
the 5th of the present month, is allowed to 


retire in ill-health, and Mei Ch‘i-chao fg: 
RAR is appointed Director-General in 


‘his stead. 
(4) A Decree announcing that no busi- 


ness will be transacted by His Majesty on 


the 30th and 3lst of this month. 

(6) Memorial from Tang Ch‘ang-chiin, 
provisionally acting as Governor-General 
of Shan-kan, on the subject of the reduc- 
tion of the military establishments in 
Kansu and Shénsi. A rough outline of the 
projected alterations was some time since 
submitted by Tso Tsung-t'ang, and ap- 
pores of by His Majesty. Memorialist 

as since been engaged in correspondence 
_ with the principal civil and military officers 
-in the two provinces, with regard to the 
feasibility of giving effect to the sugges- 
tions contained in this scheme. Commis- 
sioners have been deputed to report on the 
uature of the country and the character of 
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the inhabitants in those regions. where it 
has hitherto been judged advisable to 
maintain a strong garrison force; with a 
view to abolishing those stations, the 
utility of which is not sufficiently ap- 
parent, and incorporating those of doubt- 
ful advantage with others where the 
force maintained might be found to be 
inadequate, and, generally speaking, reduc- 
ing the number of troops, whilst increasing 
the pay of those retained, throughout the 
two provinces. An accurate report has now 
been received of the conditions of every 
locality at which a garrison is at present sta- 
tioned, and judging from the statistics thus 
obtained,a very considerable reductionseems 
practicable. Memorialist considers that, 
with the exception of the new military 
stations at Ling-wu, Hua-p‘iny, and Hsiao- 
hai, and three stations at Shui-ch‘ang, 
Chuang-lang, and Sung-shan where the 
troops are scarcely sufficient to keep the 
populace in order, the strength of every 
other garrison throughout the two pro- 
vinces may be lowered without risk to the 
public safety. The officers who will be 
deprived of employment by the proposed 
retrenchments must, it is observed, await 
employment elsewhere. With regard to 
the residence of the Military Governor of 
Ili, it would be well to stipulate that, whe- 
ther or not that place continues to be 
regarded in the light of an official resi- 
dency, the troops required for the purpose 
of ygarrisoning it shall no louger be drafted 
from Kansu, as that province would be 
unduly weakened thereby. A detailed 
account of the proposed modifications will 
be in due time submitted to His Majesty.— 
Rescript : Let the Board of War deliberate 
and report. 

(6) The Superintendent of the Shan-hai 
Customs reports that in obedience to an 
urgent message concerning the incense 
from. Corea, which was long overdue and it 
was feared would not arrive at Peking in 
time for use at the impending funeral cere- 
monies,’he wrote to the Military Governor 
of Moukden, and sent special officers for- 
ward to ascertain the exact whereabouts of 
the carts conveying the tribute in question. 
He is happy now to be able to report that 
forty-eight packages of incense arrived at 
Shan-hai Kuan on the 26th of September, 
where they were duly inspected and des- 
patched towards Peking without loss of 
time.—Rescript: Noted. 

(7) Ch‘ung Ch‘, Military Lieutenant- 
Governor of Jehole, begs for permission to 
close a silver ming: in the neighbourhood of 
K‘a-la-ch‘ing-wang-chi. The mine in ques- 
tion was first opened in 1874, and has been 
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a source of revenue to the Government up 


to the present time. Of late, however, the 
receipts have been very small, and in 
August last the company who had been 
working the mine represented that the 
metal was exhausted and the mine no longer 
workable. Memorialist deputed an officer 
to proceed to the spot and ascertain the 
truth of this representation, and from the 
report now received it is found that the 
statement of the company is perfectly cor- 
rect, the metal being exhausted and the 
excavations flooded. It is requested there- 
fore that the mine may be closed, and it 
is remarked that but slight loss will accrue 
to the revenue on this account, as the du- 
ties paid by the company during the last 
few years have never amounted to more 
than Tls. 240.—Granted by Rescript. 

October 21st.—(Oourt Circular.) The 
officials at the Hata Gate forwarded a 
present of silver fish for His Majesty. 

Li Hung-chang, and Ch‘i Yan, had 
audience. 

October 22nd.—(Oourt Circular.) The 
Prince of Su, and Ch‘eng beileh (eldest son 
of Prince Kung), are deputed to enter the 
tomb destined for the remains of the late 
Empress, and there reverently deposit the 
record and the seal which are buried with 
Emperors and Empresses of the present 
cynasty; and the Prince of Chuang is 
deputed to lay the first earth of the mound 
which will be raised over the place of 
sepulture. 

(1) Chou Heng-ch‘i reports that he 
handed over the seals of office, as Governor 
of Shantung, to his successor Jén Tao-jung, 
on the 2nd of the present month, and 
started off overland on the 4th to take up 
his new appointment as Director-General 
of the Grain Transport. 

(2) Jén Tao-jung reports that, after the 
audience he had the honour to receive of 
His Majesty on the 5th of September, he 
proceeded by way of Pao-ting Fu to Tien- 
tsin, where he had an interview with Li 
Huny-chang, and deliberated with him at 
length upon trade questions connected with 
Shantung. He then started off with all 
speed to take up his new appointment as 
Governor of Shantung. He arrived at the 

- Capital of that province on the 29th of 
September and took over the seals of office 
ou the 2nd of October. Memorialist makes 
the usual depreciatory remarks about him- 
self, and promises to exert himself to the 
utmost in the Imperial service.—Rescript : 
Noted. 

(3) Memorial from T’u Tsung-ying, de- 
nouucing a sub-Prefect, by name Chin 

Taung-kan. ‘The officer in question had 
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under his charge two prisoners who had 
made a violent resistance when served with 
the warrant for their arrest, and had subse- 
quently created a disturbance at the hearing 
in Court. Being apprehensive of further 
difficulties with them, the sub-Prefect caused 
the tendons of their ankles to be severed, 
in order that, come what might, they 
should not be able to escape from custody. 
The cold penetrated into the wounds thus 
made, and both prisoners eventually died 
from the effects. Memorialist observes 
that the cutting of the tendon achilles is a 
form of torture not recognised by law, and 
that the conduct of the sub-Prefect was ~ 
tyrannical and reckless and calls loudly for 
punishment. To this end it is requested 
that Chin Tsung-kan may be cashiered and 
placed upon his trial.—Granted by Rescript. 

(4) Feng Yii-chi, Governor of Shénai, 
reports that he has recently twice availed 
himself of the authority delegated to him 
by His Majesty of executing at the scene 
of their crime prisoners guilty of brigan- 
dage or murder. The’criminals in the two 
cases under notice had been convicted of 
violent robbery and murder, and were 
arrested in the difficulty country forming 
the boundary between Shénsi, Hunan and 
Szechuen. It was feared that on the long 
journey to the provincial capital many 
opportunities of escape might present 


‘themselves, and orders were accordingly 


given to decapitate the prisoners on the 
spot.—Rescript : Let the Board of Punish- 
ments take note. 

October 23rd.—A Decree announcing 
that a command has been received from 
Her Majesty the Empress directing that 
on the let of December next, which is 
the amniversary of Her Majesty’s birth- 
day, there shall be no Imperial recep- 
tion or ceremony of any kind. The instru- 
ments of music shall be displayed in their 
customary places, but musicians and in- 
struments shall alike be voiceless. The 
usual State visit of the wives of Manchu 
Princes and nobles to Her Majesty is to be 
dispensed with. His Majesty, and the 
high officers of his realm, will offer up 
prayers at different temples within the 
Palace grounds according to their respec- 
tive ranks. 

(2) A decree commenting on the fact 
that it has been represented tv His Majesty 
that great laxity at present prevails among 
provincial officers as regards the quarterly 
Official attendance at the prefectural tem- 

les. It is even asserted that in some 
instances the magistrate requires to be 
bribed by the gentry of the place, before 
he can be induced to proceed to the temple, 
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The high authorities of the Provinces are 
directed to ascertain whether such practices 
really exist within their respective juris- 
dictions, and visit the delinquents with 
due severity. 

(3) A Decree. The Censor Hsiao Shao 
represents to Us that there are coal mines 
in the vicinty of Lei-yang Hsien in Hunan, 
popularly called ‘coal-holes,’ where un- 
principled scoundrels employ the services of 
destitute subjects of Ours whom they have 
purchased. These unfortunates are never 
permitted to return to their native place, 
but pass their days in life-long servitude 
underground. Moreover, their task-masters 
are guilty of cruel oppression towards them, 
so much so that during the last few years 
several thousands have died of the bad treat- 
ment received. The local authorities have 
attempted to deal with the abuses under 
notice, but their proclamations have been 
iznored or evaded, and We are requested 
tv issue stringent orders for the suppres- 
sion of the evil. That certain miscreants 
should be led on by their inordinate thirst 
for gain so far as to cruelly ill-treat, and 
cause the death of some of Our subjects is 
indeed an unnatural and revolting crime, 
and one that We fear may not be confined 
to Lei-yang Hsien. The Government of 
Hunan will use every means in its power to 
peed gn the odious practice, and will pro- 
ceed with due severity against the owners 
of the mines, should they again offend in 
this particular. 

- _ (4) The Governor of Honan reports the 

death at the Provincial Capital of the 
mother of Shih Nien-tzu, Judge of Kansu, 
who now goes into retirement on this 
accougt. 

October’ 24th.—(Court Circular.) Ho 
Yao-tséng, Brigade-General of Kueichow, 
and Ch‘i Yuan, ‘Tartar General’ at Ch‘éng- 
tu, had audience. 

(1): A Decree calling upon Kung 
Hstian, Taotai of the Wuhu Circuit, to 
retire from his appointment, as he has 
fallen into the vice of opium smoking, 
and has rendered himself objectionable 
to the people by giving way to violent 
ebullitions of temper. Chang Yin-huan 


(mR ERD is nominated as his successor, 
[Note.—Kung Ksiian is a son of Ch‘i Shan, 
formerly Governor-General of the Two 
Kuang provinces, and is one of the eight 
brothers, all in office, and all credited in 
Peking with the possession of most un- 
governable tempers. } 

(2) Li Hung-chang memorialisesthe Throne 
with regard to the manner in which the 
recent works in connection with the repairs 
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of the banks of the Hun Ho have justified 
the expectations of those who executed 
them. Owing to the prolonged absence of 
rain this year, the summer freshet was © 
slight, and entailed the exercise of very 
little precaution on the part of those officers 
entrusted with the duty of protecting the 
banks. The scantiness of water at this 
period was, however, amply compensated 
by the autumn freshet, which was almost 
unprecedented both as regards its duration 
and the volume of water which accompanied 
it. For days and days together it rained 
in torrents, and the Taotai and other con- 
servancy officers were kept constantly on 
the alert, taking up their quarters on those 
parts of the bank where most danger was 
apprehended, and stimulating their subor- 
dinates by their example to do their almost 
to repress the rising floods. During this 
anxious period the water of the river rose 
no less than nineteen times, reaching on 
one occasion a point close on twenty feet 
above its oer height. The works were 
constantly giving way in one place or 
another, but fresh rubble was instantly 
thrown into the breach, which wasalso, when 
practicable, further strengthened by hempen 
bags containing mould ; and by these pre- 
cautions all serious mischief was averted. 
Memorialist speaks in the highest terms of 
the services of Yu Chih-k‘ai, the Taotai in 


’ charge, under these trying circumstances, 


and of the zeal and willing nature of the 
work performed by the labourers under 
him, and he concludes his memorial by 
asking for rewards for the officers who 
displayed the greatest energy in the work. 
(3) The Supervisors of the Imperial 
Granaries represent that there is great 
delay in conveying the Government grain 
from the granaries to the place of distribu- 
tion. In the case of the Plain White Ban- 
ner, the place of distribution is outside the 
Tung-chih Gate, and according to the enact- 
ments at present in force, the carts with 
the grain should arrive there before ten in 
the morning: they are constantly late, how- 
ever, and for-the last few times have not 
arrived tilldusk. The consequence has been 
great confusion and hurry, and, without 
doubt, many cases of thieving perpetrated 
under cover of darkness. It is requested 
that orders may be issued calculated to 
prevent the recurrence of such scenes. 
October 25th.—(Abstracts of memorials.) 
His Majesty has perused a report on a 
recent earthquake in Chieh Chou, Kansuh. 
(1) Li Hung-chang reports the arrange- 
ments he has made for the carrying on of 
the provincial government during his tem- 
porary absence at the funeral of the late 
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Empress. There are, he observes, many 
important points in connection with the 
repair of the roads by which the Funeral 
cortége will proceed to the Tung Liny, 
which demand his personal supervision. 
He accordingly proposes to start from 
Tientsin on the 17th for T‘ung Chou, to 
inform himself of the stage which the 
works in progress there have reached. He 
will then seek an audience of His Ma- 
jesty at Peking, after which he will 
busy himself in superintending all the 
necessary arrangements along the line of 
route to the Tombs. Meanwhile he has 
deputed the Provincial Judge to discharge 
provisionally the duties of the Lieutenant- 
Governor at Pao-ting Fu, and Shih taotai 
to assist in the expedition of criminal cases 
and lawsuits. All questions connected 
with foreign trade at Tientsin will, until 
the Governor-Generals return, be settled 
by the Acting Customs Taotai, Chou Fu ; 
but any important business of this nature 
willbe referred for decision to the Governor- 
General wherever his temporary residence 
may be.—Rescript : Noted. 

October 26th.—(1) A Decree, sentencing 
to military servitude on the post roads an 
official of the 8th rank of hereditary nobi- 
lity, named Yung P’ing, for extortion 
whilst in charge of a convoy of military 
stores. See Gazette of 27th September. 

(2) A Decree directing that the members 
of a gambling society, which has lately 
been in the habit of holding its meetings 
in the Government Barracks not far frém 
the Ha-ta Gate, be handed over to the 
Board for severe punishment. The officers 
of the barracks in question: are to be 
denounced by name and punished for their 
failure to prevent such practices among 
the troops. 

(3) Memorial from the Board of Rites 
submitting a sketch of the route which the 
Imperial Funeral cortége will follow, and 
detailing the various ceremonies to be per- 
formed by His Majesty or the high otticers 
deputed to act in his stead. The Imperial 
Decree of Ist October, (an abstract of 
which has already appeared in our columns), 
is quoted at length, and in answer to it 
memorialists have now to continue their 
suggestions as to the ceremonies involved. 
Before the removal of the cottin, the 
Emperor will proceed to the place where it 
is now resting, and perform the ceremony 
of the kutow accompanied by a libation of 
wine. The coffin will then be carried 
through the middle gate of the Kuan-té 
Tien, and lifted on to the poles. At this 
point the Emperor will ayain approach it, 
and will kneel down on the left hand side 
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with his face towards the North, remaining 
in that position until the bearers begin to 
move forward. He will then follow the 
procession on foot to the North of the Mei 
Shan, where he will remain in a kneeling 
posture till the coftin has passed by. His 
Majesty will then proceed to.the Ch’i-hua 
Men, passing through that gate, and even- 
tually meeting the procession at the East of 
the bridge outside the Tung-chih Mén. 
The above arrangements have already 
received the Imperial sanction, and memo- 
rialists now further submit for His Majesty’s 
selection a list of the names of Imperial 
Princes and other high officers who should, 
according to precedent, officiate in His 
Majesty’s place at the various Funeral 
Rites that are still to follow. 


(4) Liu Ch‘ang-yu, Governor-General of 
Yiiunan and Kueichou, represents that he 
has deemed it advisable to depute an officer 
of the rank of ‘Taotai to reside permanent- 
ly at Tung-ch‘uan Fu in Yinnan, and 
superintend the operations at the copper 
mines in that neighbourhood. The prefect 
of the district in question has hitherto 
discharged this duty, but Tung-ch‘uan Fu 
lies on the borders of Yiinnan and is subject 
to periodical irruptions of the Man rebels: 
the prefect, in consequence, is too much 
occupied with the consideration of measures 
of frontier defence to be able to glve to the 
mines under notice the attention they re- 

uire. Memorialist begs to recommend 
ei Ting-hsiin, an expectant Taotai, in 
whose integrity and capacity he has the - 
fullest confidence, for the first appoint- 
ment to this post. Should this officer so 
acquit himself as to justify Memorialist’s 
selection of him, it is proposed to eutrust 
to him hereafter the supervision of all the 
copper mines in the province. The pre- 
fect will be called upon in the meanwhile 
to make good all arrears of duties in con- 
nection with the mines, which he has failed 
as yet to remit to the provincial Govern- 
ment.—Rescript: Noted. 

(5) The Governor-General of Yunnan 
and Kueichou reports that he has nomi- 
nated an ofticial to act temporarily in the 
place of Ts’ui Tsun-yi, which latter officer, 
having been awarded a high place at the 
recent triennial scrutiny of all their sub- 
ordinates by the Yunnan Provincial Gov- 
ernment, has now proceeded to Peking to 
be presented at Court by the Board of 
Civil Oftice.—Rescript : Noted. 


October 27th.—(Court Circular), Li 


Shu-ch’ang (Fx IEF ‘=| ), Minister to Japan, 
and Li Hung-chang had audience. 
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To-day the Court assume the felt cap, 
the black velvet tippet, and the coat of 
unborn lamb skin. 

(1-3) Memorials from the Governor of 
Shunt‘ien and other officers, making the 
usual application for grants of grain for 
the various charitable establishments in 
and around Peking. The application has 
been sanctioned in a decree which was 

ublished in the Gazette of 16th September. 

he Governor remarks in the course of one 
of his memorials that, although this year’s 
autumn harvest has been above the average, 
the low and uviform price of grain must 
not be counted upon. 


(4) Ch‘ung-huan, Commandant of the 
Forces at Guchen, requests permission to 
vacate his office that he may tend his aged 
father who is seriously ill. Memorialist 
was lately granted a month's leave for this 
purpose, and he now submits that, his 
father still continuing unwell, it would 
not be to the interest of the public service 
that he should resume his appointment, as 
his thoughts would be distracted and his 
attention divided between his official duties 
and his home affairs. His request has 
been granted by Decree earlier issued. 

October 28th.—(1) A Decree allowing 
P‘eng Yii-lin, who has on several recent 
occasions applied in urgent terms for per- 
mission to retire from public life, to vacate 
his appointment as Acting Governor Gen- 
eral of the Two Chiang Provinces. He is 
at the same time retained in his appoint- 
ment as River and Coast Inspector, his 
services in this capacity being considered 
too valuable to be dispeused with at present. 
Liu Kun-yi is directed to vacate his post at 
once and proceed to Peking immediately on 
the arrival of his successor. Tso Taung-t‘ang 
is appointed Governor-General of the Two 
Chiang Provinces, uniting with that office 
the functions of Minister Superintendent 
of Trade. 

(2) Memorial from Li Ming-ch‘ih, Gov- 
ernor of Hunan, with reference to a sent- 
ence of banishment pronounced on an ex- 
Commender-in-Chief of the Chinese army 
named Wang Chao-nan. The officer in 
question joined the service in 1854 as a 
volunteer, and rose by regular promotion 
to the highest place in his profession. He 
served with distinction in many cam- 
paigns, and having received severe wounds, 
he obtained permission to return to his 
native place and recruit his health. Sub- 
sequently, at the assault and capture 
of a rebel fort at Feng-t‘ou, he miscon- 
ducted himself 1m sume way, and was 
cashiered, and sentenced to banishment 
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and labour of a painful nature in the north 
of Manchuria. It is now found that Wang 
Chao-nan received, long since, gunshot 
wounds in his arm and leg, and that the 
bullets still remain imbedded in the flesh ; 
one of his ankle bones is shattered and 
useless, and, owing to a severe attack of 
ague, he has lost the use of both his hands 
and feet. Being in this condition, he can 
with propriety be said to come under 
the denomination of ‘broken down’ or 


‘crippled ’ prisoners (BS IR) who are, by 
a merciful provision of the law, exempted 
from the necessity of proceeding to their 
place of banishment. Memorialist accord- 
ingly recommends that Wang Chao-nan 
may, on this account, ba accorded the - 
usual privilege of ransoming himself by a 
payment of money. Rescript:—Let the 
Board concerned deliberate and report. 

(3) Liu K‘un-yi requests that the 
district Magistrate of Shanghai may be 
excused at present from the duty of pro- 
ceediny to Pekiny to be presented to His 
Majesty. The officer in question was 
adjudged a very high place at the scrutiny 
of Kiangsu officials held in 1877, and was 
directed in the usual manner to proceed to 
the capital for presentation at Court. 
Shanghai, however, being the centre to 
which all foreign trade converges, important 
questions gre continually arising, in the 
settlement of which the Magistrate has 
always been singularly happy. It has in 
consequence been found inexpedient to 
allow him temporarily to vacate his post, 
and more especially at the present time 
when he is busied upon important subjecta 
in connection with the measurement of the 
foreshore and other questions, would it be 
inconvenient for his place to be filled by 
an inexperienced substitute. It is accord- 
ingly requested that his departure for 
Peking may be deferred until the comple- 
tion of the business upon which he is now 
engaged.—Granted by Rescript. 

October 29th.—(Court Circular.) Tso 
Tsung-t‘ang, in a special memorial, re- 
turned thanks for his appointment to the 
Governor-Generalship of the Two Kiang 
Provinces. 

(1) A decree, bestowing donations of 
grain upon eight charitable institutions in 
the Chinese quarter of Peking, to be issued 
in the shape of soup to the destitute poor ; 
upon six warm refuges in the same quarter 
of the city, and one similar establishment 
outside the walls ; and upon a Mohamme- 
dan temple not far from the Chang-yi Mén. 
The donations vary in amount from 150 to 
300 piculs, and the issue of the soup will 
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commence in every instance on the 22nd 
of November. : 

(2) A decree upon the subject of the 
recent extensive embezzlement of Imperial 
bounty money. The Mongolian Super- 
intendency have now, in obedience to an 
earlier decree, compared their archives 
with those of the Board of Revenue, and 
it has been found that a number of claims 
have been sent in to the latter office, and 
paid by it, which have not been dealt with 
or approved of by the former. It is now 
sufficiently clear that a series of frauds on 
a large scale, and extending over many 
years, has been perpetrated ; Chu Ch‘ing- 
ytin, the clerk in the Board of Rites who 
has already been cashiered and is now in 
custody on charges of embezzlement in other 
quarters, is to be rigorously examined as to 
his complicity in these transactions. A strict 
inquiry is also to be instituted as to the 
identity of one Kao Chén-t‘ing, who must 
be apprehended without loss of time. The 


* Political Agent at Urga is directed to des- 


patch to Peking at once, under arrest, 
Ch‘ung Lin, a corporal implicated in the 
frauds ; and Ch‘uny Hui, a captain in the 
Boarded White (Mongolian) Banner, is 
bound over to appear and give evidence 
when required. 

(3) Tséng Kuo-ch‘tian again begs to be 
allowed to retire from office. His memo- 
rial is couched in the usual stereotyped 
terms, and the memorialist after thanking 
His Majesty for the leave that has been 
so frequently accorded him, proceeds to 
deplore the fact that the symptoms of 
his illness still continue unabated; the 
deafness of his ears and the dimness 
of his eyes still remain with him, and 
his body is so feeble that, even in the 
height of summer, exposure to any breeze 
brings on a cold. uder these circum- 
stances he feels totally unequal to the. task 
‘of taking up his appointment as Governor- 
General of Shéusi and Kansuh. Domestic 
affliction too has combined with his bodily 
maladies to still further enfeeble his frame, 
for during the past eighteen months he has 
had to mourn the loss of his eldest son, 
his second son, and anephew. Memorialist 
concludes by praying that His Majesty will 
no longer delay, out of compassionate feel- 
ings for himself, to appoint another officer 
to the post he at present fills, as he fears 
that the provinces may suffer from the 
prolonged absence of a Governor-General. 
‘Tsang Kuo-ch‘iian has been permitted to 
retire by a decree which appeared in the 
Gazette of 16th October. ; 

(4) The Governor of Kueichou reports 
that he proposes to establish a corps, con- 
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sisting of two hundred officers of strong 
physique and approved dexterity in martial 
exercises, with instructions to put the pro- 
vincial troops through a regular course of 
drill and military tactics. The officers in 
question will receive extra remuneration 
for their services inv this department, and 
will each be furnished with a government 
horse. The Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
Governor's Brigade will be given the com- 
mand of the company thus constituted, 
and the Governor will himself be present 
at the drill once a month, and will dis- 
tribute rewards among the more deserving 
of the soldiers. The emulation thus engen- 


“dered amony the troops cannot fail, in the 


Governor’s: opinion, to be productive of 
the most beneficial results. Memorialist 
further proposes to make selections from 
the Government instructions which have 
from time to time been issued in relation 
to the art of war, and to combine with 
these a short comparison of ancient and 
modern strategy, which he will cause to be 
printed and read to the troops by their 
commanding officers during the intervals 
of relaxation from active exercise. The 
Governor will supplement these lectures 
by a fuller exposition of the aphorisms, 
and an address which he will deliver on 
the conclusion of every monthly review, 
exhorting the soldiers to be loyal and true, 
and inciting them to deeds of bravery. In 
this way, by constant personal contact with: 
the men, he will soon be able to distinguish 
between the valiant and the worthless char- 
acters, and advance the former in propor- 
tion to their deserts. At the same time, 
by this steady training, rebellious pro- 
pensities will be eradicated and a greater 
amenability to discipline will be instilled 
into the minds of the soldiers at large.— 
Rescript : N» ted. 

October 30th.—(Court Circular.) There 
was uo attendance at Court to-day. 

(1) A decree, authorizing the Governor- 
General of Szechuen to cashier and place 
upon their trial Yao Chien-ying, Assistant 
aub-Prefect of E-pien, and Chou Lun-hsii, 
Magistrate of the Ming-shan District, 
both which officers have been guilty of 
tyrannical and oppressive conduct towards 
the people. 

(2) Li Hung-chang reports that for the 
last few years he haw-attached especial 
importance, in his recommendations for 
promotions or rewards, to the manner in 
which the officers so recommended have 
acquitted themselves in their expedition of 
outstanding civil and criminal cases. The 
system has been attended with good results, 
for memorialist has now to report that 
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during the three years ended July, 1881, no 
fewer than 79,017 cases were disposed of, 
leaving only a balance of-1,146, which is 
leas than the average number of cases 
entered every fortnight at the various 
provincial courts.—Rescript : Noted. 

(3) The Superintendent of the Imperial 
Porcelain Manufactory at Kiukiang reports, 
through the Governor of Kiangsi, that he 
has completed this year’s usual order, and a 
special order for porcelain for His Majesty. 
There are now ready for transmission by 
steamer, eiyhty articles of square pattern, 
1,204 of round pattern, and 185 articles of 
both patterns for sacrificial purposes. The 
colour is in every case the best that can be 
produced. A list and a description of the 
various articles will be forwarded with 
then to Peking. The establishment has 
this year drawn 10,000 taels of Government 
money of which Tis, 4,129 have been spent; 
the balance will be remitted in due course 
to the Office of the Imperial Household. 

October 3lst.—(Court Circular.) There 
was no attendance at Oourt to-day. 

(1) A Decree. Directing the metropo- 
litan police to keep a careful watch for a 
cashiered official, by name Chang Jun, who 
has escaped from the place of banishment 
on the military post roads and, it is deemed 
probable, will attempt to make his way to 
Peking. 

(2) Ch‘tian Ch‘ing renews his application 
to retire from public life. He represents 
that he had originally intended to make an 
effort to attend the funeral of the late 
Empress, and perform the duties that 
might be assigned to him in connection 
with the ceremonies therein involved, when 
unfortunately he had a bad fall and has not 
been able since to move without assistance. 
—The Grand Secretary Ch‘iian Ch‘ing has 
been permitted to retire, retaining his full 
rank and emuluments, by Decree which 
was published on 20th October. ~ 

(3) Lé Fang-ch‘i, lately transferred as 

’ Governor to Kueichou, prays that he may 
be allowed to retire from office. He re- 
presents that, while at Foochow, exposure 
to the sun and damp brought on an illness 
that lasted over ten days. When he heard 
that he was transferred to Kueichou he 
started off immediately after he had handed 
over the seals to his successor, without 
waiting until he was completely recovered. 
The steamer on whicl he was travelling to 

Shanghai encountered a heavy gale of wind 

“on the 22nd of August last, which, joined 
to the extreme sultriness of the weather, 
prevented him from taking nourishment 

- for two days and nights. Memorialist was 


in a very low state of health, and the 
heavy storm of the 28th brought on a 
severe attack of fever and. delirium, 
the symptoms of which, after three or 
four weeks, gradually amended, leaving 
him, however, in a state of complete pros- 
tration. There being no able physiciaus 
in Shanghai, memorialist proceeded on 28th 
September to Soochow, to put himself 
under medical treatment there. Were he 
to start at once, he fears that he would not 
be in Kiangsi until after the mid-autumn 
festival, and he is much concerned to think 
that it is now more than seven weeks since 
he left Foochow, and that, had he proceeded 
to his destination leisurely overland, he 
would not have suffered from the sea voyaye, 
and might by this time have reached his 
native place. His doctors now inform him 
.that if he wishes to recover his strength, 
he must take a complete rest for a month or 
two. After long reflection, he feels that it 
would be inexpedient to leave the province of 
Kueichou so long without a Governor, and 
he has no resource left but to petition His 
Majesty to allow him to resign the appoint- 
ment. Memorialistis this year sixty-six years 
of age, and does not yet consider himself to 
be past work. Should he recover from his 
present illness, he will not venture to give 
himself up to a life of selfish eujoyment, 
but will come to the Palace and, with his 
head in the dust, petition’ for re-employ- 
ment.—Lé Fang-ch‘i has been permitted 
to resign by Decree earlier issued. 


November 1st.—(1) A Decree, bestowing 
a largess of half a month’s pay on each 
soldier belonging to the Guards Division, 
and each inan of the three superior Banners 
appertaining to the Imperial Household, in 
recognition of the services these troops 
have rendered in keeping guard over the 
remains of the late Empress whilst lying 
on the Mei Shan. ; 


(2) A Decree, directing a donation of one # 


tael a man-to be bestowed upon those 
officers of the Imperial Equipage Depart- 
ment, who otticiated as bearers of the de- 
ceased Empress’s coffin from the Mei Shau 
to the Hou Mén, and upon the men hired 
*by the Board of Works to serve in that 
capacity from the Hou Mén on to the 
Tung-chih Mén. 

(3) A Decree. Let Wang Méng-hsiung, 
cashiered 2nd Secretary of the Board of 
Works, and Chih-lien, private suldier, who 
kotowed to Us yesterday in the street, be 
handed over to the Buard of Punishments 
to be ca.efully questioned. 

(4) A Decree bestowing a present of half 


accordingly on his arrival at Shanghai | a month’s wages ou the soldiers employed 
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in levelling the roads in Peking over which 
the Funeral cortége passed. 


(5) A Decree, granting Tls. 2,000 to be 
distributed as gratuity to the bearers of 
the Imperial coffin from the Tung-chih 
Mén onwards. Li Hung-chang is directed 
to superintend the distribution. - 


(6) Memorial from the Governor of 
Kuang-tung, representing that the block 
in the promotion list, caused by the 
excessive number of ‘expectants,’ continues 
unabated. When a temporary cession of 
drafts was mooted last year, this class of 
. Officials took advantage of the interval 
which elapsed before the proposal became 
law, and flocked in large numbers to Canton. 
Not more than a score or so have retired 
or been dismissed from the service during 
the past twelve months, and so it happens 
that a new year finds Memorialist just as 
much hampered in this respect as before. 
The vacancies are entirely out of propor- 
tion to the number of candidates, few of 
whom indeed can ever hope even for tem- 
porary employment, and by remaining on 
at the Capital in their anomalous position, 
serve only to impede the course of public 
business. It is therefore earnestly re- 
quested that no more drafts of expectants 
may be sent to Kuangtung for two years 
more to come. Rescript:—Let the Board 
of Civil Office deliberate and report. 

(7) Sélengho, Imperial resident it Thi- 
bet, reports that he has held the Autumn 
review of the Chinese and native forces in 
Anterior Thibet. The division stationed 
at Tarne was included in the inspection. 
The troops formed well, and acquitted 
themselves very creditably in the man- 
ceuvres they were put through. They also 
shewed fair proficiency in the use of 
the shield and the sword, and proved 
themselves to have been well trained in 
volley firing and artillery practice. In 
horse and foot archery there was consider- 
able difference in the prowess displayed, 
but the average of the whole performance 
may be said to have reached a standard 
something over seven-tenths of perfection. 
At the close of the review, rewards were 
bestowed on the deserving, and, punish- 
ments inflicted on those who proved them- 
selves ineflicient.—Rescript : Noted. 

(8) The Resident and Assistant Resi- 
dent in Thibet report that it is the turn of 
the latter officer to proceed this year to 
Ulterior Thibet and hold a review of the 
Chinese and native troops stationed there, 
The Assistant Resident accordingly pro- 
poses to set out on the lst of September, 
and Sélengoh will act for him in Anterior 
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Thibet during the period of his absence. — 
Rescript : Noted. 

November 2nd.—{1) A Decree, directing 
ten sticks of Thibetan incense to be for- 
warded to Li Ho-nien, Director-General of 
the Yellow River, who will reverently burn 
them at the temple of the River God, in 
acknowledgment of supernatural aid vouch- 
safed on many occasions when danger was 
apprehendéd from the rising of the waters. 

(2) Chéng Yen-hsi, Literary Chancellor of 
Kansuh, reports that the Southern and 
Eastern parts of Shénsi, through which he 
lately passed, had experienced fine wea- 
ther and seasonable. rains throughout the 
summer : the people were contented and 


happy, looking forward with confidence. 


to a rich harvest. Memorialist, how- 
ever, whilst passing through the Chieh 
Department on his way to the capital of 
Kansuh, felt a shock of earthquake, ac- 
companied by a noise like thunder; the 
tiles of the house in which he was, were 
violently shaken, but the shock only lasted 
asecond or two. The district affected had, 
up to that time, been free from disasters 
caused by famine or flood, but memorialist 
has since heard that calamities of greater 
or less degree have overtaken the parts in 
which the earthquake occurred. Having 
personally experienced the shock, he deems 
it his duty to bring it to the Hmperor’s 
notice.—Rescript : Noted. 

November 3rd.—{1) A Decree, directing 
a@ further donation of Tls. 3,000 to be 
distributed among the coolies who bore 
the Imperial coffin from Peking to the 
Tung Ling. 

(2) Memorial from Hsiao Shao, bring- 
ing to His Majesty’s notice the pitiable 
condition of the slaves employed in certain 
coal mines situate in the District of Lei- 
yang, Hunan. A considerable portion of 
the memorial was embodied in the answer- 
ing decree which appeared ,in the Gazette 
of 23rd°October. Some further particulars 
however are given in the memorial under 
notice. The slaves in question are obtained 
from two sources ; they are either destitute 
vagrants driven by the prospect of starva- 
tion to sell themselves, in utter ignorance 
of the terrible fate which awaits them ; or 
they are men who have been seduced into 
gambling dens, and, having become hope- 
lessly involved there, have been forced to 
sell themselves to pay their losings. The 
price of the former class of slaves varies 
from one or two thousand cash to a few 
hundred cash aman. As the deep parts of 
the mines are constantly flooded, the slaves 
are divided into two gangs, one on duty by 
day and the other at night, and the task 
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set them is to be continually standing in 
the water and baling it out. From this 
occupation they are vulgarly known as 


‘‘water frogs” BED, while their 


keepers have earned the well merited 
designation of ‘‘living kings of hell” 


(ie By Re), from their ferocity and savage 
treatment of their prisoners. These latter, 
half naked and badly fed, when tempor- 
arily released from work, hu-ldle round a 
‘ stove for warmth and rest, and so trans- 
formed are they in habits and appearance, 
that they can scarcely be recognised as 
human beings. Once immured in these 
mines, all hope of ever yetting away is 
put aside, and their life-long servitude is 
ended, in many instances, by a death 
brought on by the cruel treatment of 
their masters. Indeed, it is computed 
that several thousands have died from 
this cause during the last few years. The 
proclamations issued by the local authorities 
_ have not had the effect of putting a stop to 
this barbarous trade, of the existence of 
which the Yamén underlings are perfectly 
cognisant, and employ their guilty know- 
ledge to obtain money from the proprietors 
of the mines. Memorialist concludes by 
praying His Majesty to direct the Pro- 
vincial authorities to take such measures as 
will effectually stamp out the abuse, and, 
in case of a repetition of the offence, to 
deal with the mine owners under the 
kidnapping law, and confiscate the mines. 


—For Rescript see Guztte of 23rd 
October. - 
November 4th.—(1) Memorial from 


Ming An, Military Governor of Kirin. 
Memorialist some time since recommended 
that Chung Yen, an Assistant Sub-prefect, 
should be appointed to the impertant sub- 
prefecture of Ch‘ang-ch‘un, The Board 
of Civil Office took exception to this 
nomination on the ground that the ap- 
pointment had become vacant whilst the 
ofticer recommended was still on leave, 
and they wrote in this sense to the 
Governor, desiring him to make auother 
selection which should involve no de- 
parture from established regulations, On 
receipt of this communication, the Gov- 
ernor carefully) looked over the list of 
elivible candidates, and found only one, 
an expectant sub- prefect, by name Yui Shou, 
the appointment of whom would fulfil the 
conditions insisted on by the Buard. This 
officer was, however, without doubt un- 
fitted for the post in question, and memo- 
rialist, taking into consideration the fact 
that important measures of reorganisation 
were being set on fuvt throughout the 
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province, which demanded the services of 
competent officials, was convinced that a 
technical objection should not be allowed 
to stand in the way of an appointment from 
which undoubted advantage would accrue to 
the province. Chung Yen being a man in 
the prime of life and of yreat adininistrative 
capacity, of which he had given evidence 
on several previous occasions whilst in 
charge of the very sub-prefecture in ques- 
tion, Memorialist deemed it unwise to 
recommend a less competent ofticer, and 
again addressed a representation to His 
Majesty, strongly advocatiny the claims of 
the aforesaid sub-prefect. His Majesty 
was graciously pleased to approve of the 
appointment, and Memorialist was filled 
with respectful admiration at the wisdom 
thus displayed in the exercise of the Im- 
perial perogative without a second refer- 
ence to the Buard. Chung Yen had been 
directed to take up his new appointment, 
when the Governor received a communica- 
tion from the Board, informing him that 
as all appointments in Kirin went by 
seniority, he had no rivht to pass over a 
candidate on the ground that he was not 
suited for the post. The fact too of the 
Governor’s having waited until the vacancy 
occurred before he discovered that the 
natural incumbent was an unfit person to 
fill it, they regarded as strony evidence 
that he had intended to reserve the appoint- 
ment for one of his protégés. The Governor 
had since sent Yii Shou back to Peking, on 
the plea that he was unqualified for em- 
ployment in the province ; and his whole 
action iu this matter was, in the opinion 
of the Board, characterised not only by 
the greatest irregularity, but by an obvious 
desire tv pervert public interests so as to 
subserve private ends. Yii Shou had, on 
previous occasions, satisfactorily discharged 
the duties of Sub-prefect and Assistant Sub- 
prefect, and the Governor’s action in thus 
finding a pretext fur sending him back to 
Peking immediately on receipt of the news 
that the Board had objected to his previous 
recommendation aud desired him to no- 
minate another officer to the Ch'ang-ch‘un 
vacancy, was arbitrary and irregular. It 
was therefore the duty of the Board to 
denounce his conduct to the Throne, and 
to pray His Majesty to authorise them to 
inflict a severe penalty upon him, and to 
cancel the nomination of Chung Yen ; with 
the understanding that, should the Gov- 
ernor again be guilty of informal recom- 
mendation, the appvintinent to the sub- 
prefecture in question should be bestowed 
upon an oflicer selected by the Board. 
Their representation had received the 
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Imperial assent, and they were now inclosing 
a copy of it for the perusal of the 
Governor. : 

On reading the above communication, 
Memorialist was lost in astonishment. The 
rule of procedure in the matter of recom- 
mendations has always been for the Pro- 
vincial authorities to submit a name to the 
Throne, and‘ if the nomination is not 
approved of by the Board, and the exigen- 
cies of the service render it at the same 
time highly advisable that the officer in 
question should be appointed, for another 
application to be made on his behalf, 
when!the recommendation is either allowed, 
or finally rejected. The Gazette contains 
numerous examples of this procedure ; but 
never yet has Memorialist geen on its pages 
an instance of a Governor denounced for 
conforming to this procedure; and still 
rarer indeed are the instances in which 
a Governor, who has nominated an 
officer to a post, honestly believing him 
to be well qualified for it, has had his 
action misconstrued and ungenerous mo- 
tives imputed to him by the Buard. The 
explanation perhaps may not be far to 
seek. The drafts of despatches relating to 
appointments and recommendations, are 
drawn up by the Secretaries in charge of 
that department, and doubtless in their 
ranks are to be found many men of keen 
discrimination and scrupulous honesty ; 
but others there are who have a secret un- 
derstanding with their underlings, as the 
wolf allies itself with the pei the more 
readily to come up with its prey. When 
an appointment falls vacant, this class 
of Secretaries are well informed, too, as to 
the emoluments attaching to it, and en- 
deavour to secure & nomination from which 
most benefit will accrue to themselves. 
To compass this end, there is no artifice or 
quibble that they will not stoop to make 
use of ; no forced interpretation of the law, 
or wilful misrepresentation, that they are 
not capable of. They manage in this way to 
completely hoodwink the Presidents of the 
Board, and with them, as a matter of 
course, the Vice-presidents, who never do 
more than acquiesce in the decisions of 
their chiefs. Inu the present case, the 
original intention of the Board was that 
Saniyanga should be appointed to the sub- 

refecture of Ch‘ang-ch‘un ; but they were 
affled by the discerning glance of His 
Majesty, who withheld his sanction. In 
their chagrin, they find fault with Me- 
morialist’s recommendation on a variety 
of flimy pretexts, and even go so far 
as to cast reflections on the motive which 
prompted his choice, 
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Memorialist sub- ' 


mits that some posts are easy and some 
difficult to administer, and there is a 
corresponding difference in the capacity 
of the officers who may be candidates for 
these posts. If, as the Board maintain, 
an officer who has once held an acting 
appointment has a right to the first post 
that falls vacant, be it easy or difficult to 
govern, how does the law apply which 
insists on due discrimination in recom- 
mendations, or what field of operation is 
there for that law which directs exchange . 
of posts in cases where the incumbent is 
manifestly unequal to the duties with 
which he is entrusted? According to the 
contention of the Board, Memorialist should, 
after the objection raised to his first no- 
mination, have given the appuintment to 
the officer next on the list, and allowed the 
country to suffer from the misgoverument 
which this step would probably have en- 
tailed. Memerialist, however, is at a loss 
to understand why every other province 
but Kirin should set store by good Govern- 
ment, and highly appreciate the capacity of 
the officers entrusted with its adiministra- 
tion ; but he is well aware that were he to 
follow the suggestions of others and allow 
the provincial appointments to go by 
favouritism, he would be more popular 
among his subordinates, and his acts would 
never be queried by the Board. But he 
could not be so wanting in gratitude 
to his master, nor so lost to all sense 
of honour, as to pursue this course. 
His recommendation of Chung Yen was 
dictated solely by considerations of public 
expediency, though a very different con- 
struction was placed on it by the Board. 
Had Memorialist been recommended for 
punishment on account of the infraction of 
some rule, he would not have complained, 
but he feels deeply wronyed by the imputa- 
tion that has been cast on his honour. He 
therefore earnestly begs his Majesty to call 
upon the Board to state their reasons for 
making such an imputation, and to appoint 
a Commission to report upon the matter. 
Should there be any truth in the accusation, 


‘Memorialist asks for nothing better than that 


he may be severely punished. Should it, on 
thecontrary, transpire that the Secretaries of 
the Board trumped up the accusation, which 
was hastily endorsed by their superiors 
and embodied in a memorial to the Throne, 
he prays that heavy penalties may be 
apportioned to all concerned. Lastly, he 
entreats His Majesty to pardon him for the 
contentious tone of his memorial, for which 
his only excuse is that a slur has been 
cast on his fair fame ; the injustice of which 
he keenly feels. As to the sub-prefecture 
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in question, he prays that, as there is 
no officer in Kirin whose nomination would 
not, according to the Board’s view of the 
case, be irregular, 
Shéng-ching may be directed to send 
a competent officer to Kirin to take 
up the appointment. Memorialist awaits 
the Imperial Rescript in anxious suspense. 
In a Decree published in the Gazette 
of October 21st His Majesty, whilst 
allowing that the Board had been betrayed 
into assertions they had no right to make, 
yet highly disapproves of the asperity of 
the Governor’s reply, as inconsistent with 
the dignity of a high official. The inquiry 
solicited by the Governor is disallowed, 
and the Board is directed to report on the 
Governor's proposal to obtain a qualified 
ottiver from Shéng-ching to fill the post of 
sulb-prefect of Chfany-ch‘un. 

November 5th —(L1) The Court of Cen- 
sors forward the appeal of a widow from 
Honan, who complains that in July last 
her huuse was attacked by a body of men, 
led by one Li Lu, with whom her husband 
had not been on good terms. Her house 
was rausacked, and her brother-in-law 
murdered ; her younger son being wound- 
ed, and her daughter carried off and defiled 
by the whole of the band. Being unable 
to obtain complete redress from the local 
officials, she had come to Peking and 
lodged her complaint at the Censorate. 
Reterred in the usual manner. 

(2) The Military Governor of Hei-lung 
Chiang reports that, in obedience to an 
Imperial Rescript giving him the necessary 
authority, he purchased last year and for- 
warded to the troops at Hsi Tan, 1,000 
ponies and 1,000 sets of harness. The cost 
of the ponies was 12 taels apiece, aud they 
are all young and in good condition. The 
harness cost in all Tls. 4,500, and the whole 
outlay has been defrayed from funds that 
were owing from Shantung and Honan on 
account of overdue grain and forage subsi- 
dies. Memorialist beys to enclose the 
accounts of the purchase, for the iuspection 
of the Board of Revenue, 

November 6th.—(1) A Decree, ordering 
the issue, to the Censors of the five divi- 
sions of the city, of Tis. 3,600, to be ex- 
pended by them in the purchase of wadded 
garments for the Peking poor. 

(2) Memorial from Ting-an, reporting a 
vivlent storm that lately occurred on the 
Amoor, causing the destruction of ten 
Government vessels of war of the second 
size, which were laid up at the time prepa- 
ratory to undergoing repairs. One large 
vessel and two smaller oues were saved at 
the imminent risk vf the sailors in charge 
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the Government of. 


of them. Memorialist despatched a wei- 
yuan to the scene of the casualty, and 
ascertained that the particulars he had 
received were substantially true; the weather 
having been most tempestuous, and both 
the Hei and the Huang rivers having over- 
flowed their banks, causing an extensive 
inundation. The law provides that, when 
vessels at anchor are destroyed owing to 
storms or floods, if no negligence cau be 
proved ayainst the officers in charge of 
them, they shall not be called upon to 
make guod the loss. Memorialist, however, 
imagines that in this case some blame must 
attach to the three superior officers in com- 
mand at the spot, and he therefore encloses 
theic pames that they may be handed over 
to the Board for the determination of a 
penalty. He prays also that the lost vessels 
may speedily be replaced by uew ones.— 
Referred to the Board, 

(3) Pao Chao, formerly Commander-in- 
Chief of Hunan, reports that he has come 
into possession of a variety of spurious 
commissions and other documents, bearing 
the seal of Tsen; Kuo-fan, ‘Tolunga, ‘I'so 
Tsung-t‘ang, Liu K un-yi, the Board of 
Civil Office, and, in one instance, of him- 
self, They were all found in the possession 
of T‘ien Pao-shu, a native of Hupei, who 
confessed that they were spurious and were 
intended to be sold as genuine. When 
asked where were the counterfeit seals 
from which the impressions had been pro- 
duced, he stated that one Li Wei-chin, a 
member of the suciety, had made off with 
them, whither he did not know. Memo- 
rialist begs that strict orders may be is- 
sued for the apprehension of the indivi- 
dual in question, that this most serious 
Cuuspiracy may be thurvughly sifted aud 
traced to its original promoter. 

November 7th.—(Court Cixgcular). To- 
day the Court assume the black lambskin 
cap, the white lambskin cvat with white 
wristbands. 

(1) A Decree, bestowing a nugget of 
silver, weighing one ounce, upon each of 
the workmen hired by the Buard of Works 
to construct the booth in which the late 
Eipress’s coffin was temporarily deposited 
at the Tung Ling. 

(1) Ming-an, Military Governor of Kirin, 
repurts that in obedience to an Imperial 
Decree announcing that the supply of 
ginseng for the use of the palace was nearly 
exhausted, and directing him to forward 
soine more without delay, he deputed an 
officer to make a careful search for speci- 
mens ofthe plant. Three large sized and 
ten smaller sized sprigs have now been 
discovered, which have been carefully 
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packed in two boxes and despatched to 
Peking under the charge of ‘a Manchu 
captain. ‘The cost of procuring the plants 
amounted to Tls. 308, which has been 
defrayed from the funds at Memorialist’s 
“disposal on account of duties on (cultivated) 
ginseng. The Governor apoloyises for the 
quantity now sent to His Majesty, excusing 


himself on the plea that, since the grounds . 


in which the plant grows have been care- 
fully closed to outsiders, the search for it 
-is conducted under great difficulties. A 
very short notice, too, was given him this 
time, and he proposes in future not to wait 
for special instructions from His Majesty, 
but to’ cause search to be made for wild 
ginseng every year, and to despatch to the 
Court revularly all that can be procured.— 
Rescript : Noted. 

(3) The two Censors in charge of the 


Eastern division of Peking represent that - 


the vice of gambling has during the past 
year become more and more prevalent in 
Peking, even reaching such a point that 
public offices have been employed as a 
rendezvous for the gamblers, rendering it 
very difficult to make a successful raid 
Upon them. Some time since it came to 
Memorialists’ ears that the vice in ques- 
tio prevailed to an alarming extent at 
the barracks of the Manchu division of the 
Bordered Blue Banner, where it appears 
that Bannermen and Chinese live indis- 
crimately together, and search is rendered 
difficult by the unwillingness displayed 
to admit outsiders. However, on the night 
of the 18th of October last, the police, having 
received reliable information as to a meet- 
ing of the gang, proceeded to the barracks, 
where they found a number of men engaged 
in play, whom they arrested on the spot, 
From subsequent admissions obtained from 
the prisoners, it appeared that two of their 
‘number obtained, from a certain Wén, a 
lease of six rooms in the barracks where 
they opened a bank for gaming purposes, 
They refused to give any hint as to the 
identity of the man Wén, and it seems but 
too probable that the individual in ques- 
tion is some military official connected with 
the Banner, who received a bribe to cont 
nive at the gambling proceedings. As 
Memorialists are not allowed to apply tor- 
ture to a prisoner under examination before 
them, they have been unable to elicit a 
thorough and satisfactory confession, and 
they have forwarded the culprits to the 
Board of Putiishments to be there dealt 
with in the usual manner. 

(4) Memorial from Chu I-tsenz, Vice- 
Governor of Shun-tSen Fu. Memorialist 
obverves that, herotufore, scarcely a year 
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has passed in which the three prefectures 
of Shun-t‘ien, Tientsin, and Ho-chien, have 
not beei devastated by inundations. This 
year, however, was a notable exception : 
thanks to the works undertaken by Li 
Hung-chang and Jén Tao-juny, the waters 
of the various rivers were confined to their 
natural-beds, and the harvest was abundant, 
—an event without parallel during the last 
ten years. At the present time Li Hung- 
chang is taking into consideration measures 
for drainage on an extensive scale to the 
East of Peking, while Tso Tsung-t‘ang is 
busied in dredging the bed of the Hun Ho, 
and there is every hope that, can it be found 
possible to cure the people of the mischievous 
habit of constructing private dams, which 
protect their own property to the detriment 
of their neighbours’, calamity from flood may 
henceforward be a thing unheard of. The 
handling of water is in the opinion of the 
Vice-Governor analogous to the handling 
of troops, it is an element which proves a 
curse or a blessing according to the dex- 
terity or unskilfulness of its director. Now 
a considerable proportion of land in Chihli 
is low-lying, and unsuited therefore to 
the growth of kao-liang, whilst admirably 
adapted for the production of rice. In 
the reign of Yung Cheng, an Imperial 
Prince was deputed to superintend ascheme 
for bringing such lands under cultivation, 
and in a few years no fewer than 6,000 
ch‘ing of land were reclaimed and rendered 
highly productive. But the experiment 
thus inaugurated was not developed on a 
sufficiently large scale, and for the reason 
that it was essentially a government enter- 
prise, whereas matters of agriculture can 
be better entrusted to the farmers than 
to those in authority over them. The in- 
habitants of the northern provinces do not 
eat rice (to any large extent?), and conse- 
quently do not take an interest in its 
cultivation. Memorialist hearg that this 
year there was a large quantity of rice 
raised in certain districts of Chihli, for 
which no purchases could be found, and 
that the provincials, in consequence, are 
inclined to regard its production asa 
ruinous experiment, to repeat which they 
would need soine very strong inducement, 
Now, in the reign of -Taokuang, a former 
Governor General, Lin Tsé-hsii, estimated 
the amount of rice annually sent up to 
Peking from the south at 4,009,000 piculs, 
‘and calculated that this amount could be 
grown on a piece of land 20,000 ching 
in area, or, allowing an ample margin, on 
an area of 40,000 ch‘ing. He went on 
to shew how a proportion of this grain 
remittance might be commuted fer a, 
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money payment, the proceeds of which 
could be applied to the purpose of clearing 
waste lands in Chihli and introducing the 
cultivation of rice thereon ; from the profits 
arising from which cultivation the original 
loan would be easily repaid, whilst the 
southern provinces might be called upon 
in future to forward a constantly larger 
proportion of their tribute in silver. ‘The 
scheme that Memorialist ventures to sub- 
mit to the Throne, closely resembles this. 
He proposes to call upon the two pro- 
vinces of Kiangsi and Hunan to remit 
to Tientsin in silver, the value of 60,000 
piculs of rice which they are now: about 
to despatch in kind; the price, as usual 
in such cases, to be calculated at 'I'ls. 
2.35 the picul. With this sum rice will be 
purchased at ‘Tientsin at about Ts. 1.5 the 
picul, and after making due allowance ‘I'l. 
0.35 a picul) for the expenses of freight to 
Tungchow, a net gain will accrne to the 
revenue of Tls. 30,000. Let this be spent 
in reclaiming waste lands in Chihli, and 
preparing them for the growth of rice. 
Should the experiment be rewarded by an 
ample harvest, next year it mizht be carried 
out on a more extensive scale by the aid of 
funds raised in the same way ; till, in the 
course of four or five years, 10,000 ch‘ing 
will have been reclaimed at no expénse 
whatever to the state. On these lands 
enough rice may be grown to render un- 
necessary any remittances in kind from the 
South, and the saving thus effected in the 
matter of freight will be very considerable. 
In conclusion, Memorialist observes that 
he is thoroughly convinced of the utility of 
the scheme he proposes, and he trusts that 
no considerations of its difficulty may be 
allowed tu prevent its being carried into 
execution. ‘he Board have been earlier 
directed to report on the proposals of the 
Vice-Governor. 

November 8th.—Liu K‘un-yi represents 
that, while all other public buildings de- 
atroyed at Nanking .by the Taipings have 
been since rebuilt, no thought seems to 
have been given to the public colleges for 
which the city was ouce so famous, and in 
which so many brilliant scholars were 
trained, The Chung-shan College was once 
particularly remarkable for the excellence 
of its professors and the number of 
students that resurted to it; but it has 
now been a heap of ruins for many years 
and no effort has been made to restore it. 
Memorialist now proposes to clear away 
the rubble with which the site is encum- 
bered, and to restore the building on a 
scale proportionate to its former impor- 
tance, It will then consist of more than 


Google 


100 chien, including lecture halls, studies, 
colonnuades and domestic offices. The cost 
is estimated at Tls. 15,000, which sum it 
is proposed to call upon the Provincial 
Treasurer, the Salt Commissioner, and the 
Commissary General to contribute, in equal 
parts, from the public funds at their dis- 
posal, = 

- (2) The Governor of Fuhkien reports that 
he has remitted to Peking in bills, Tls. 
10,000 on account of duties on tea, and Tis. 
40,000 on account of miscellaneous duty 
and lekin receipts. 

November 9th.—(Court Circular). To- 
day the Court assumes the otter skin cap, 
the tippet made of the skin lying .between 
the claws of the sable, and the varieyated 
squirrel skin coat, with black wristbands. 

(1) The Governor of Chéhkiang reports 
that he proposes on the 17th vf October, 
to start on a four of inspection of the mili- 
tary and naval forces of the province. 


November 10th.—(1) A Decree, bestow- 
ing one step of commutative rank upon Li 
Hung-chang and other civil and military 
ofticers, for services rendered in connection 
with the late Funeral; and directing a 
donation of one month’s pay to be made 
to the troops on duty along the line of 
route to the Tung Ling. 

(2) A Decree, conferring upon Li Hung- 
chang and Pao-ytin, respectively, a cloak 
of sableskin, in which the skin about the 
throat of the animal is retained and made 
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with which, after fasting and ablutions, 
they performed their duty of writing the 
inscription on the ancestral tablet of the 
late Empress. 

(3) A Decree, conferring steps of com- 
mutative rank upon the Prince of Tun, 
the Prince of Kung, and a number of high 
officials who took part in the late Funeral 
ceremonies. 

(4) A Decree conferring two steps of 
rank on the Prince of Tun, the Prince of 
Kung, and the other officers who followed 
the coffin into its final resting place at the 
P’u Hasiang-yii. 

(5) A Decree bestowing the title of 
‘Guardian of the Heir Apparent’ upon 
Wéng T‘ung-ho, President of the Board 
of Works, in recognition of his exception- 
ally valuable services in superintending 
the arrangements for the late Funeral. 
Hore official is the son of Wéng 

sin-ts‘un, a former Grand Secretary : he 
graduated as chuang-yuan (optimus) at the 
metropolitan competition of 1856, and has 
been fur some years tutor to the young 
Emperor, a post his father formerly held to 


146 


{Nov. 10~—13. 





the late Emperor Hsien Feng. His nephew, 
Wéng Tséng-yuan, also graduated as chuang 
yuan. ° 

(6) A Decree, conferring one step of 
commutative rank upon Yo-ling and Shang 
Tsung-jui, the officers in command of the 
troops who formed the guard of honour at 
the Tung Ling; and half a month’s pay 
npon each of the soldiers serving under 
them. 

(7) The Governor of Kuangsi prays that 
no ‘expectants’ may be sent forward to 
him for two more years. There is at pre- 
sent an enormous surfeit of this class of 
officials in Memorialist’s province, who, 
when the drum sounds on stated days 
for their customary attendance at the Gov- 
ernor’s yamén, crowd in to see him, and 
clamour for employment. The majority 
have been waiting for mary years in idle- 
ness, aud have become so deeply involved 
that, were they to succeed in obtaining 
some temporary employment, it would be 
almost hopeless to expect them to be clean- 
handed. This state of things bodes ill to 
public interests, and Memorialist earnestly 
hopes that his request will be sanctioned. 
—Referred by Rescript to the Board. 

November 11th.—(Court Circular.) The 
Emperor will proceed to-morrow to the 
new bridge outside the Ch‘i-hua Mén, 
where he will alight and approach on foot 
the chair containing the tablet of the de- 
- ceased Empress, to which he will offer 
incense and perform the ceremony of the 
kotow. 

The rehearing of a long and uninterest- 
ing appeal case, and a few memorials on 
formal matters, occupy the whole of this 
day’s issue. 

November 12th.—(1) Ting Pao-chen re- 


ports that, in accordance with regulations, . 


he has carefully examined the six secretaries 
of the newly appointed Literary Chancellor 
of Szechuen, and finds them to be all 
men of scholarly attainments, and well 
qualified to assist the Chancellor in the 
work connec:ed with the examinations. 
He forwards a list of their names and 
residences for the information of the 
Emperor.—Rescript : Noted. 

(2) Liu Ching-t‘ang, Administrator of 
the New Dominion, represents that Lei 
Sheng-yuan, the expectant Taotai who was 
placed in charge of the transmission agency 
and the Board of reorganisation at Turfan 
by Tso T'sung-t‘ang, has now tendered his 
resignation, as the work of the Board is 
not sufficient to justify its continuing in 
existence any longer. The resignation of 
the Tactai has been accepted, and he has 
been instructed to repair to the capital of 
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Kansu and await re-employment there. 
Memorialist takes this opportunity to 
bring to His Majesty’s notice the valu- 
able nature of the services lately rendered 
by this officer. When Memorialist was 
in the vicinity of Turfan in command 
of a detachment of troops, he planned 
an expedition into Kashgaria, but was 
greatly put about in devising means for 
maintaining his men and animals during 
the compaign. In this dilemma, Lei Sheng- 
yuan, who was superintending the com- 
missariat Department, came to his assist- 
ance, and, owing to the admirable arrange- 
ments of this officer, Memorialist was ena- 
bled to conduct his enterprise to a success- 
ful issue. His troops were well fed and 
his animals in good condition throughout, 
the rebels were met and defeated, and the 
eight Mohammedan cities reduced to obe- 
dience. Not less valuable were the ser- 
vices of the Taotai in question after the 
pacification, when famine and general deso- 
lation prevailed to a fearful extent on the 
scene of the late conflict. In these troublous 
times he conscientiously and effectually per- 
formed the duties entrusted to him, till at 
last the country began to recover from its 
distress and the districts were once more 
repeopled. Memorialist begs to bring 
these facts to the Imperial notice, and he 
has also written in the same sense to Yang 
Chang-chiin, acting Governor-General of 
Shankan.—Rescript: Noted. 

November 13th. —(Oourt Circular.) There 
was no attendance at Court to-day. 

(1) Jén Tao-jung, Governor of Shantung, 
reports that that portion of the Yellow 
River which runs through his province, 
was visited by an unusually heavy freshet 
during the past autumn. There were very 
heavy rains last month, which brought 
down a vast volume of water and caused a 
current of almost unprecedented rapidity. 
It seemed at one time that all the efforts of 
the conservancy officers would be powerless 
to restrain the river within its natural 
bed, and to avert the threatened disasters ; 
for, befure the force of one eddy was 
spent, another would come whirling down, 
completing the demolition of the works 
that had been undermined by the first. 
The men on duty stood out in the rain 
night and day, busily engaged in repairing 
the breaches in the banks, and, owing in 
some degree to their exertions, but mainly 
to the good fortune that ever attends His 
Majesty, no extensive overflow occurred. 
Although the water of the river has not 
as yet entirely subsided, the period of the 
greatest anxiety has passed, and Memv- 
rialist prays that His Majesty will be 
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pleased to forward some Thibetan incense 
to his province, to be burnt as a thank- 
offering to the river god. Memorialist 
has heard that some towns and villages 
lower down the stream have suffered from 
inundations, and he has despatched officers 
to inquire into the circumstances and 
dis; ense relief to the sufferers. 

(2) Ting Pao-chén reports the capture 
of a notorious brigand, called Ch‘én Chao- 
chi, who had long been in the habit of 
exacting black mail from travellers and 
others, in the difficult country constituting 
the boundary between Szechuen and Kuei- 
chow. If any of his victims happened to 
offend him, he would rob them of all their 
effects, and solitary travellers in possession 
of money or other valuables he would but- 
cher and throw into the river. Memorialist, 
feeling that every day that this marauder 
was allowed to live was a day of quiet lust 
to the people, took energetic measures to 
effect his capture, which he is happy to 
report were eventually successful. ‘The 
prisoner was examined and confessed to 
his crimes without reservation, and Me- 
morialist, fearing that it would be unsafe 
to have him brought to the capital, caused 
him to be summarily executed at the scene 
of his offces. 

November 14th.—(1) Wei Jung-kuang, 
Governor of Shansi, begs to bring to His 
Majesty’s notice the services of Kuo K‘o- 
kuan, one of the gentry of the District of 
Chieh-hsiu. As no proper survey of the 
cultivated lands of the province had ever 
been made, the annual collections of land 
tax were a source of much embarrassment 
to the authorities for many years ; till, in 
the reign of T‘ung Chih, the officer in 
question caused an accurate measurement 
to be made of all lands liable to taxation, 
which he entered on a register and placed 
at the disposal of the Provincial Govern- 
ment. The survey was completed at a cost 
of over 8,000 taels, which sum Kuo K‘o- 
kuan paid in full from his private resources, 
He has now made over to the Government, 
for a period of thirty years, the annual 
rent, amounting to something under Tls. 
1,500, of certain paddy fields that he is 
possessed of, with the request that the pro- 
ceeds may be ised to defray the cost of 
any useful public works that may be set on 
foot. He has besides from time to time 
contributed liberally to charitable institu- 
tions and undertakings. His sterling qua- 
lities were thoroughly appreciated by a 
former Governor of Shansi, Tséug Kuo- 
ch‘iian, who offered him an appointment on 
the Provincial Board of Reorganisation, and 
presented him with an autograph inscrip- 
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tion. Kuo K‘o-kuan, however, declined 
the proffered appointment, thereby showing 
how little desirous he was of fame, and 
indicating the real motive from which his 
benevolent acts proceeded. Memorialist 
now prays for permission to erect a p‘ai- 
fang in his honour.—Granted by Reascript. 

(2) Jen Tao-jung, Governor of Shantung, 
reports the remittance to Peking of the 
following sums :— 


Tis. 
Fifth instalment of land tax ...... 50,000 
For pay of troups..........ssccesseees 10,000 
For frontier defence ............068 20,000 - 


Eighth instalment of salt duties... 20,000 
Scale and maintenance allowance 600 
Interest on loan from Imperial 
Houshold .........cceccecseseescoeoe 20,000 
Scale and porterage allowance ... 660 


Total......Tls. 121,260 








(3) Ming-an, Military Governor of Kirin, 
reports that he has given permission to 
certain private companies to open and 
work five coal mines in his province. The 
mines are situated at Ta-shih-t‘ou Ting-tzi, 
T‘ao-chia T‘un, Luan-ni Kou-tzii, Pan-la- 
wo-chi-kou, and Erh-tao Ho-tzti, respec- 
tively. Memorialist has issued regulations 
for the management of the mines in ques- 
tion, and he has deputed an- officer to 
collect lekin on the coal.—Rescript : Noted. 

November 15th.—(Court Circular.) The 
Prince of Tun and others paid their 
respects on their return from the Tung 
Ling. 

(1) Li P‘ei-ching, Governor of Kiangsu, 
represents that, in the sixth month of the 
present year, he completed the construction 
of a series of stations, at intervals of three 
li apart, along the road from Wang-chia 
Ying tz in Kiangsu to Hung-hua Pu on 
the borders of Shantung, a distance of 
over 2001i. The undertaking was rendered 
necessary by the existence of certain bands 
of marauders, who were in the habit of 
molesting and robbing travellers Five 
soldiers were quartered at each station, to 
whom an extra daily allowance of 50 cash 
a man was made, for maintenance and 
lamp oil. Their duty was to form an 
escort for travellers from station to station ; 
and the arrangement was attended with 
such success, that Memorialist now pro- 
poses to extend it to the road leading from 
his province to the Hsii-yi Hsien river 
works in Anhui, where such a system pre- 
vailed previous to the rebellion, Thirty- 
five stations will be erected, and two 
soldiers quartered in each, who will be 
required by day, to fill up the holes made 
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by wolves, aud hunt for otter’ lairs, 
aud, by night, to hang lanterns out- 
side their dwellings and beat the watches. 
Two ends will thus be attained ; the river 
banks will derive benefit from the labour 
of the soldiers, and the vicinity will enjoy 
greater security from their presence.— 
Rescript : Noted. : 
November 16th.—(1) T‘u Tsung-ying, 
Governor of Honan, now transferred to 
Hunan, returns thanks to His Majesty 
for his new appointment, and proceeds to 
state that he has now served more than 


twenty years in\Kiangsu, Hunan, Kuang-. 


si, and Honan, during which time he has 
not had an opportunity of revisiting his 
native place in Anhui. He is now stirred 
with affectionate longings to gaze once 
more on. the pines and beeches of his 
ancestral cemetery. As the road to Hu- 
nan will not take him far from his native 
department, Lu-an, he prays that he may 
be granted a month’s leave to satisfy his 
dutiful yearnings by performing the usual 
ceremonies at the tomb of his father.— 
Granted by Rescript. ; 

(2) Li P‘ei-ching, Governor of Kiangsu, 
reports that he has taken measures for the 
relief of 2,500 sufferers from inundation 
in the districts of Yen-chény and Fu-ning. 
These districts have lately been visited by 
an exceptionally high tide, which flooded 

_the low lying land and destroyed the 
growth of rushes, on the sale of which the 
inhabitants mainly rely for their support. 
The salt water is still lying in large pools 
on some of the lands, and unless it can be 
drained off without delay, will entirely 
destroy the roots of the rushes. Memo- 
rialist has accordingly set the inhabitants 
to work at constructing dykes for the free 
passage of the water and repairing the 
embankments destroyed by the late inun- 
dation.—Rescript : Noted. 

(3) The same officer represents that he 
is suffering from numbness in the right 
hand and foot, brought on by exposure to 
cold and damp, and from an accumulation 
of phlegm in the throat, which renders his 
articulation indistinct. He has for a long 
time been taking tonics and warming me- 
dicines from which he has not derived 
much benefit. His doctors tell him that 
his ailment is due to general debility in- 
duced by an overwrought brain, and recom- 
mend perfect repose for a period. Me- 
morialist, under the circumstances, feels 
constrained to petition His Majesty for 
one month’s leave to recruit his health. 
Granted by Rescript. 

November 17th.—A large portion of this 
day’s issue is occupied by a decree con- 
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ferring rank or promotion on the Secretaries 
of the Boards and other minor officials who 
had duties assigned to them in connection 
with the late funeral ceremonies. <A 
memorial from Yii-lu, Governor of Anhui, 
reporting a desperate attempt to escape on 
the part of six condemned criminals con- 
fined in the prison at Po Chou, is the only 
other document worth noticing. 

November 18th.—(1) T‘u Tsung-ying, 
Governor of Honan, now transferred to 
Hunan, reports the suppression of a for- 
midable band of brigands that had long 
been the terror of Ju-ning Fu and Kuang 
Chou in the first named province. The 
band first sprung into existence in the 
neighbourhood of Chéng-yang’ Hsien and 
Hsin-ts‘ai Hsien, where they encountered 
a detachment of the Imperial troops and 
were driven away with heavy loss. They 
reappeared, however, in considerable num- 
bers before the fortified villages of Chao- 
chia-wei and Tang-chia-ts‘un, which places 
they carried by storm, and, displaying their 
flags on the battlements, set the authorities 
at defiance. The volunteers and the train 
bands of the district commenced operations 
against them, and were repeatedly success- 
ful in driving them out of their strong- 
hold, advancing to the works with great 
bravery and carrying everything before 
them. They were never enabled, however, 
to hold their newly won positions for long, 
for the rebels contrived to continually 
return to the attack largely reinforced in 
numbers, and again dispossess their adver- 
saries, swooping like the hawk on its prey 
but decamping like a pig in the face of 
danger. This state of things continued 
for a long peridd, causing great misery to 
the inhabitants of that portion of the 
province ; till, finally, the Imperial troops 
succeeded in winning a series of victories 
over the insurgents, which so severely crip- 
pled their power that they found it impos- 
sible to attempt an organised resistance any 
longer. The work of reduction was, how- 
ever, necessarily slow, for the band, after 
each defeat, still continued to receive large 
accessions to its numbers in the districts 
into which it was pursued ; but in the end 
the rebels were entirely dispersed, and all 
their principal leaders, with the exception 
of one, captured or put to the sword. 
Memorialist conc!udes by asking for special 
marks of Imperial favour for the Depart- 
ment Magistrate of Kuang Chon, whose 
timely information of the existence of the 
band made it possible to despatch a force 
to cope with them before they had united 
their forces or matured their planus ; and for 
Chiang Kuei-t‘i, Brevet Comuander-in- 
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chief, and other officers, who contributed 
to the success of the late operations. The 
marks of distinction applied for are sanc- 
tioned by rescript, and Li Ho-nien, the new 
Governor of Honan, is directed to continue 
the search until the rebel chief still at large 
is captured. 

(2) The same officer reports that he 
handed over his seal of office to Li Ho-nien 
on the 1st of November. : 

November 19th. — (Court Circular) Li 
Shu-ch‘ang, envoy to Japan, had audience 
to receive instructions from His Majesty. 

(1) A Decree, directing Shé P‘ei-hsiian, 
Prefect of Canton, to vacate his post, the 
duties of which are too onerous for him in 
his present enfeebled ‘state of health. The 
appointment is to be filled by an officer se- 
lected from among the prefects at present 
holding substantive office in Kuangtiung. 

(2) Memorial from Ch‘ung-chi, Military 
Lieutenant-Governor of Jehole. Memo- 
rialist was some time since directed, in 
common with all the Governors-General, 
Governors, and Military Governors through- 
out the Empire, to submit to the throne 
his opinion on a contemplated abolition of 
the law which gives authority to the Pro- 
vincial governments to execute criminals 
of a certain class at the scene of their 
offence, without the necessity of sending 
them forward to the Provincial capital or 
previously obtaining the Imperial sanction. 
Memorialist is strongly opposed to such 
a step, both on general grounds, and parti- 
cularly as applied to the region over 
which he is Governor. He considers that 
a powerful deterrent to the commission of 
crime would be lost, were a long interval 
of time allowed to elapse between the offence 
and its punishments: crimes of violence 
would shew a tendency to multiply, and such 
a state of things would be opposed to the 
grand aim of good government, which is to 
give peace to the people. Now the region 
administered by the Government of Jehole 
is wild and vast, being conterminous on 
one side with the Mongolian dependencies. 
It is inhabited by a nomad population, 
many have whom have little respect for 
law ; it is insufficiently garrisoned, and it 
is a favourite refu e for outlaws and bad 
characters from the Southern provinces. 
Two quarters in particular continually 
suffer from the depredations of mounted 
banditti, namely, the district of Chin-i 
which lies on the borders of Manchuria, 
and the sub-department of Dolonnor. 
Though many members of these bands are 
from time to time taken and executed, a 
very considerable proportion manages to 
escape and bid defiance to the authori- 


Google 


ties. In the summer of the present 
year, Sun Chen-pang and others effected 
an entrance into the Imperial hunting 
grounds, where the first pursued the 
occupation of horse-stealing, and then 
managed to supply themselves secretly 
with foreign: guns, leaving little room for 
doubt as to the purpose to which they 
intended to apply them. Some volunteer 
forces, it is true, were called out, who 
succeeded in dispersing the band and put- 

ing many of their number to the sword. 

Their chief escaped, but some particulars 
concerning him were ascertained from the 
prisoners taken. It appears that when he 

entered the hunting grounds, he had only 

some twenty followers ; he was however 
quickly joined by several other brigand 

chiefs, each with his band of followers at 
his back, so that in ten days, he found 

himself at the head of something like 150 

men, armed and mounted. The local 

authorities have recently reported that 

there exists in the neighbourhood in 

question a formidable band of mounted 

robbers, who have lately been committing 

many acts of arson, violent robbery, and 
forcible abduction of married and unmar- 

ried women. These facts, taken in con- 

nection with what has preceded, illustrate 

the ease with which a man in those parts 

become @ bandit: he betakes himself to 

vicious courses, not under the pressure of 

cold or hunger, or because he has been 

made the dupe of others, but from choice. 

Retribution following quick upon the 

offence has hitherto failed to discourage 

these marauders, who would be inspired 

by much greater confidence had they 

nothing further to apprehend when capt- 

ured than a punishment that might be 
indefinitely postponed. Some of their 
haunts, too, are far distant from Jehole, 

and chances of escape might present 

themselves on the road thither, or in 

the prisons in which they would be 

temporarily confined. The Governor con- 

cludes by stating that, as the outlaws to 
whom he has referred are all desperate 
characters to whom death suggests no 

terrors, any modification of the law on the 

side of leniency would not only be ill- 
advised, but would offer an extra induce- - 
ment to others to follow in their path. He 
then proceeds to shew from the sacred 
books that severity is by no means incon- 
sistent with the character of a virtuous 
ruler, and that an Emperor, to be able to 
love some of his subjects, must possess 
the faculty of being able to hate others. — 
Rescript :—Let the Board of Punishments 
take note, 
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(3) T’an Chung-lin, Governor of Ohé- 
kiang, now transferred to Shan-kan, reports 
that on the 27th of August the coasts of 
his province were visited by a heavy gale 
and an exceptionally high tide which 
flooded the low lying lands, causing great 
damage and, in some parts, - considerable 
loss of life. A captain named Lo Yiin-piao 
happened at the time to be at Shan-ch ‘ing- 
cha on his way to the prefectural city to 
take part in a review, when the boat in 
which he was moored was capsized by the 
fury of the gale, and he was unfortunately 
drowned, though his men managed to save 
themselves by swimming. Shipping of all 
kinds suffered severely, and great devasta- 
tion was caused on land by the wind, which 
tore up trees by the roots and demolished 
temples, yaméns, and dwelling houses. 
Memorialist has called upon the local 
authorities for a report of the extent of the 
mischief done their respective jurisdictions, 
and has instructed them to devise means 
for the relief of the sufferers. Rescript :— 
We have perused the above memorial. 
Let orders at once be issued for the relief 
of the sufferers that they may not be 
auffered to remain without a home. 

November 20th.—(1) Twelve pages of 
this Gazette are occupied by a Decree 
embodying and approving of a list of officers 
recommended for reward by the Board of 
Rites and the Board of Works, on account 
of services rendered in connection with 
the late Funeral arrangements. 

(2) A Decree, directing an annual dona- 
tion of 300 piculs of rice to be issued to 
a new charitable institution inside the 
Ohang-yi Mén, the object of which is to 
provide a home for destitute children, and 
to dispense aid to widows and girls who 
have bound themselves to a life of 
chastity. 

November 21st.—(1) Memorial from 
Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, provisionally acting as 
Governor General of Shankan. In 1874 
the late Governor General, Tso Tsung- 
t‘ang, received the Imperial sanction to a 
proposal to establish an assistant District 
Magistracy at Tung-chih Chén, and a 
Mayistracy at Hsia-ma Kuan, which should 
in future be known by the name of P‘ing- 
yiian Hsien. Orders were hereupon issued 
for the survey of the sites in question, and 
the construction of a wall and public offices 
at either place. Some little difficulty was 
at first experienced in raising the funds 
necessary to the commencement of the 
undertaking, and it was finally decided, on 
grounds of economy, tu employ the labour 
of the troops stationed in that portion of 
Kausu. Memorialist is now in roceipt of 
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a report from the officers deputed to 
superintend the building operations, to the 
effect that the foundations of Tung-chih 
Chén were laid in 1876, and by 1879 a wall 
of nearly three Ué in circuit and twenty- 
five feet high, comprising 404 embrasures, 
ten battlements for cannon, and four lofty 
look-outs, was completed. Inside the 
town, to which four gates gave access, 
had been constructed a yamén for the 
assistant magistrate, another for the sub- 
director of studies, a granary, and the 
usual official temples, ‘Taels 7,540, in all, 
had been expended in defraying the cost 
of Jabour and materials ; but the work was 
entirely new, there being. no ruins of ano- 
ther city on the site. The building works 
at P‘ing-yuan Hsien were rendered less 
laborious by the existence on the spot of: 
the remains of the old city Hsia-ma Kuan, 
which were largely employed in the con- 
struction. of the new.’ The repairs were 
completed within a year, at a cost of 
about 800 taels; and the city is now en- 
tirely restored on its former model. Me- 
morialist speaks highly of the willing and 
efficient nature of the labour undertaken 
by the troops, who, owing to their 
long familiarity with hardship and priva- 
tion, were enabled to push forward the 
work much more rapidly than ordivary 
labourers could have done. The district 
town of Ho-shui, he mentions, has also 
lately been repaired in a similar manner, 
at a cost of some 380 taels, Memorialist 
concludes by remarking on the rapidity 
with which heaps of ruins are now being 
converted into busy places of trade, and he 
begs that marks of Imperial favour may be 
bestowed on those civil an’ military: 


- officials who have most contributed to this 


desirable result in the case of the towns 

which have formed the subject of his 

present Memorial.—Granted by Reacript. 
(2) Li Han-chang, Governor-General of 


the Liang Hu, reports that some weeks 


ago he went up the river to Ichang, starting 
from which place he made a tour of 
military inspection, visiting Chiug-chou 
Fu, Hsiang-yang Fu, An-lu Fu and other 
garrisons. He returned to Ch‘ang-sha 
Fu on the 26th of October, and after the 
expedition of some public business which 
demands his attention there, he proposes 
to proceed down the river and review the 
forces stationed in the east of the province. 

November 22nd.—(Court Cirenlar.) The 
Board of Astronomy presented an almanac 
of the coming year to His Majesty. 

(1) The Prince of Tun and others report 
the termination of their duties in connec- 
tion with the late Imperial Funeral. The 
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various ceremonies on the way, and after 
the arrival at the Tung-Ling, were duly 
performed, and on the 8th of November 
at six in the morning the tablets on which 
had been inscribed the canonical title of 
the deceased Empress, together with her 
seal were placed on the two stone tables 
inside the tomb. A handful of auspicious 
earth was then placed in the ‘yxolden 
well,’ or the small hole in the middle 
of the slab communicating with the well 
underneath, on which the late Empress 
was then reverently invited to take her 
everlasting rest. After this, the high 
Princes and officers nominated for the 
duty entered the tomb, to assure them- 
selves that nothing more was wanting 
there, and the stone gates were then closed 
for ever. The. Prince of Tun stayed 
behind to superintend the completion of 
the path leading to the tomb, and Eu-chéng 
Picconded to convey the ‘spirit tablet to 
eking. 

(2) Li Ho-nien reports that he took over 
the seals of office as Governor of Honan on 
the 1st of November. He mentions that 
he has twice before been entrusted with 
the temporary administration of Honan, 
and that he will now do his best to govern 
the province as altered times aud circum- 
stances may demand. 

November 23rd.—(Court Circular.) The 
Grand Secretaries Tsai-ling and Ch‘iian- 
ch‘ing return thanks to His Majesty for a 
present of sacrificial cakes. 

(1) Memorial from Jen Tao-jung, report- 
ing an examination into a series of charges 
brought against a District Magistrate 
named Yen Chia-chéng, on account of 
irregularities in connection with the sale 
of aalt, aud other errors and omissions in 
his administration. The charges are, in 
the main, substantiated, and the Magis- 
trate is considered to have been already 
sufficiently punished by dismissal from the 
public service. 

(2) The same officer reports a case of 
pulsoning, arising out of an uninteresting 
family dispute, in which one of the parties 
sent a present of poisoned grain to the 
other, pretending that he was desirous of 
& reconciliation. 

(3) A memorial from Ch ‘ien-ta, reporting 
the usual autumn revtew of the Manchu 
garrisons within the military jurisdiction 
of Shan-hai Kuan, is the only other docu- 
ment in this day’s issue. 

November 24th.—(1) A report by Jén 
Tav-jung of the rehearing of a criminal 
case in which the District Mazvistrate Yén 
Chia-chéng since cashiered, had failed to 
elicit the true facts. 
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(2). Memorial from Tang Ch‘ang-chtin. 


_ Of the many tribes who have from time to 


time migrated and settled in Kokonor, one 
is known as the Kang-tsau. It is sub- 
divded into eight clans and was one of the 
savage tribes dwelling south of the Yellow 
River. In the reign of Hsien Feng, its 
chiefs tendered their allegiance to a former 
Chinese political agent at Hsi-ning, and 
they were thereupon removed north of the 
River, and rules were framed for their 
future government. These rules were 
scrupulously observed by the tribe, who 
began to exhibit a pronounced tendency 
towards civilization until 1870, the date 
of the outbreak of the rebellion in the 
NW. Even during the troubled time 
that succeeded, when Ohina had her 
hands too full to be able to attend to 
affairs of minor importance, although 
acts of robbery and violence did occur 
within the limits allotted to the tribe, no 
disturbance was created by it outside those 
limits. After the pacification, the chiefs 
seut to the Chinese authorities, for punish- 
ment, those of their tribe who had taken 
advantage of the general confusion and 
insecurity prevailing to indulgé their pro- 
pensity fof crime; and, ever since, the 
tribe has continued quietly to follow its 
pastoral pursuits, and has avoided giving 
cause of offence to its neighbours. Its 
numbers, however, have greatly increased 
of late, and unless measures calculated to 
confirm them in their obedience are from 
time to time devised, it is possible that 
they may come to forget their obligations; 
A census of the tribe was taken last year, 
with the object of familiarising them 
with the processes of civilised government, 
and their numbers were found to amount 
to 15,800. Memorialist now proposes, in 
accordance with a former suggestion of Tso 
Tsung-t‘ang, to entrust their chiefs with 
patrol duties in connection with the de- 
fence of their frontier, and to issue to 
them, quarterly, largesses of oats; namely, 
to each of the two chiefs, 24 piculs; to 
each of the five captains of thousands, 12 
piculs ; and to each of the thirteen captains 
of. hundreds, 8 piculs. This allowance, 
Memorialist remarks, can be curtailed or 
withheld in case of any remissness on the 
part of the tribe in carrying out its engage- 
ments. Rescript :—Let it be as requested : 
let the Board concerned take note. 
November 25th.—(1) Memorial from 
Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, provisionally acting as 
Governor-General of Shankan. During 
the last two years, locusts have periodi- 
cally appeared in the neighbourhood of 
Ning-hsia Fu, without, however, causing 
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any great devastation ; and in the spring 
and summer of the present year, repeated 
instructions were issued for the destruction 
of these insects and the eggs that they had 
Geposited on the ground. The Prefect of 
Ning-hsia, Hai-jung, subsequently reported 
that the District of Ning-so had been 
visited by large flights of locusts, and that 
the neighbouring region had suffered more 
or less from their ravages ; which report 
he supplemented on 20th September by 
another, stating that he had been success- 
ful in utterly destroying the insects, but 
remarking later on that some of the 
flights had disappeared over the Ho Lan 
mountains. . This discrepancy in the Pre- 
fect’s report did not escape Memorialist’s 
notice, and the apprehensions he enter- 
tained were soon justified by reports of 
mischief on a small scale done by the 
locusts in Chung-wei and other Districts, 
and of very considerable depredations 
committed by them in the Prefecture of 
Liang-chou and the sub-department of 
of Ning-ling. In the latter neighbourhood 
they appeared like raindrops for number, 
settling on the ground, and covering an 
area of some hundreds of mow. Energetic 
measures were at once undertaken to ex- 
tirpate them, the whole of the population 
and the irregular levies being called upon 
to assist in the work. A price was offered 
by the authorities for every pound of the 
dead insects, and up to the time of the 
latest reports, 42,000 odd pounds had 
been brought; but myriads were still 
alive, and the work of destruction would 
not be complete for many days. Me- 
morialist submits that it is principally 
owing the supineness of the Prefect 
Hai-jung that such a calamity has be- 
fallen the country. It is true that the 
damage done by the locusts to the spring 
and autumn crops has not been serious, as 


the harvest was nearly over before they ~ 


. appeared in such vast numbers ; but their 
eggs are now deposited in the ground, and 
unless effectual measures are devised for 
destroying them, the gravest apprehensions 
are to be entertained regarding next year’s 
crops. The Prefect in question is blame- 
able on two accounts; first, for his care- 
lessness and tardy action on the first ap- 
pearance of the insects ; and secondly, for 
being betrayed into the fallacy of imayining 
that, by merely diverting them on to lands 
belonging to some one else, he had done 
all that was required towards their extir- 
pation. His offence is aggravated by the 
fact that the districts affected lie close 
to the Prefectural town, and he had, accord- 
ingly, every facility for early ascertaining 
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the movements and whereabouts of the 
flights. Memorialist concludes by praying 
that the Prefect may be directed to vacate 
his post and proceed to Peking to be intro- 
duced to an Imperial audience by the 
Board. 


November 26th.—(Court Circular). The 
Grand Secretariat presented a congratula- 
tory address referring to the approaching 
birthday of Her Majesty. 

The Board of Rites submitted a draft of 
the ceremonies to be observed on Her 
Majesty’s birthday. , 

(1) Yang Ch‘ang-chiin reports that he 
has distributed relief on a liberal scale to 
the sufferers from an earthquake in Kansu, 
which occurred on the 20th of July last. He 
is now in receipt of trustworthy accounts as 
to the extent of the mischief done. In the 


department of Chieh (fe) forty-two men 


and women were killed and twenty-seven 
wounded, 120 chien of dwelling-houses 
being demolished ; whilst in the district 


of Li Gis) great numbers of houses were 
thrown down, 347 men and women lost 
their lives, and over & hundred received 
wounds. In both districts the casualties 
among cattle and domestic animals were 
numerous, Memorialist further reports 
that the last-named district was on the 1st 
of August visited by a heavy inundation, 
in which seven men and women perished 
and great damage was done to the autumn 
crops. He requests that the sufferers 
from this flood may be relieved from the 
same sources as those who were rendered 
homeless by the recent earthquake.— 
Granted by Rescript. 

(2) Tu Jui-lien, Governor of Yiinnan, 


- reports that disastrous floods have occur- 


red in the neighbourhood of the provincial _ 
capital, and prays that this year’s collec- 
tion of land-tax may be dispensed with in 
the districts that have suffered. Re- 
script :—Noted. 

November 27th.—(Court Circular). Tso 
Tsung-t‘ang paid his respects on the expiry 
of his leave. 


. == ist, : 

(1) Liao Shou-héng (Bel) is ap- 
pointed sub-Chancellor of the Grand Secre- 
tariat, with brevet rank as Vice-President 
of the Board of Ceremonies. 

(2) Liu K‘un-yi reports that he has 
recently personally inspected the river 
works in the province of Kiangsu. He has 
come to the conclusion that very consider- 
able repairs, involving the expenditure of 
large sums of money, are necessary, parti- 
cularly in the vicinity of the Huai Ho. It is 
feared that unless measures are taken to 
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drain off the surplus waters of the Hung 
Tsé Lake at its northern outlet, by render- 
ing the Chang-fu river available for this 
purpose, great calamity will at no distant 
date fall upon the southern districts ; for 
the channel of Li-tzu Ho, at the southern 
extremity of the lake, it is deemed pr -bable 
will be unable to discharge the whole of the 
waters of the lake when these rise to any 
height, and an extensive overflow will 
occur. Memorialist proposes therefore to 
attempt to divert the bulk of the lake 
water through the Chang-fu and Shun- 
ch‘ing rivers to the old bed of the Yellow 
River, by which it may find a passage to 
the sea. To this end it will be necessary 
to raise the embankments at the Southern 
outlet of the lake, and to deepen the bed 
of the Chang-fu Ho, that the water may 
be induced to flow into that channel. It 
is sugyested that the Tavtai of Huai-an Fu 
and Yang-chou Fu and the Taotai of the 
Hsii-chou circuit may be entrusted with 
the supervision of the necessary works, 
which will probably extend over some 
years; and, as these officers have their 
Official work to attend to, it is proposed 
that an officer or officers of the rank of 
Taotai or Prefect be appointed to act under 
their orders in carrying out the under- 
taking.—Rescript: Let the Board take 
note. 

November 28th.—(1) The Governor of 
Kuangsi reports a case in which an ex- 
pectant sub-Prefect was kicked to death 
under the following circumstances. Ma 
Ming-chu, acting Magistrate of the Chao- 
p‘ing district, wishing to send a prisoner 
on to the Prefectual town, sent a servant 
to the river-bank to secure a boat for the 
purpose. One boat only was found dis- 
engaged, and the owner was directed to 
hold it at the disposal of the Magistrate. 
He however declined to do so, on the 
ground that the boat had already been 
engaged by Feng Tsu-ch‘i, an expectant 
sub-Prefect who was in mourning and had 
opened a medicine-shop in Chao-p‘ing 
Hsien. The Magistrate thereupon sent for 
the boat-owner, who was discovered at 
the medicine-shop in question, and made 
off at once on catching sight of the 
Yamén runners. During a scuffle that 
ensued some damage was done to the 
shop furniture, against which the owner 
loudly protested. He was subsequently 
summoned to a private interview with 
the Magistrate, at which the latter con- 
demned his conduct in thus siding with 
the boat-owner. Some secretaries and 
servants who were waiting outside, hearing 
high words and other indications of a 
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serious misunderstanding within, effected 
an entrance, and persuaded their master 
to hold an enquiry in the public court, 
whither, after a violent resistance, they 
succeeded in removing the sub-prefect. 
In Court the behaviour of Féng Tsu-ch? 
passed all bounds: he jumped on to the 
table and struck the magistrate’s hat off, 
vociferating loudly all the while, and end- 
ing by overturning the table. Some servants 
of the Magistrate sprang forward to secure 
him, and finding this no easy matter, one 
of them, Kung Shun, kicked him in the 
pit of the stomach, from the effect of which 
blow he shortly afterwards expired. His 
son, who was returning home from school, 
happened to witness the whole of the 
occurrence through a chink in. the door. 
He immediately informed his mother of 
the fact, and she proceeded to the Pro- 
vincial capital to lay her complaint there. 
The dead body was thus left lying at 
the Yamén for a considerable period of 
time, and was in an advanced stage of 
decomposition when the coroner despatched 
by Memorialist arrived to examine it. This 
officer however succeeded in establishing 
the fact that the kick was inflicted before 
death, and that death was due to that 
cause. Kung Shun, who had decamped im- 
mediately on the death of the Sub-prefect, 
was eventually apprehended in Fukien and 
has been sentegced to strangulation after 
the usual period of imprisonment. The 
Magistrate has been dismissed the public 
service.—Rescript: Let the Board of 
Punishments deliberate and report. 

November 29th.—(Court Circular.) To- 
on Mand Court assume the white fur-bordered 
cloak. 

(1) Li Hung-chang reports that, his 
duties in connection with the late Funeral 
having terminated, he started for Tientsin 
on 12th November. 

(2) Li P‘ei-ching reports that he handed 
over the seals of office as Director-General 
of the grain transport, to Chou Heng-ch‘i 
on 2nd November. 

(3) Liu K‘un-yi prays that the quantity 
of tribute rice required from Chin-t‘an 
Hsien may be still further reduced this 
year. The neighbourhood of Chinkiang 
has never recovered from the desolating 
effects of the late rebellion, and at present 
the population of the district in question 
does not amount to one thirty-third of its 
former numbers, and more than one-half 
of the lands that were once under cultiva- 
tion are now lying waste. Rescript :—Let 
the Board take note. 

November 30th.—(Abstracts of Memo- 
rials). Ting An, Military Governor of 


154 


[Nov. 30—Dzec. 2. 





Hei-lung Chiang, is granted two months 
leave, on the score of ill health. 


(1) Memorial from the Censor Liang 
Chiin, advertiny to the recent misunder- 
standing between the Military Governor 
of Kirin and the Board of Civil Office. 
(See Gazette of November 4th). Memo- 
rialist fully admits that the different con- 
ditions prevailing in the Mauchuria pro- 
vinces necessitate the existence there of 
distinct regulations affecting appointments 
and transfers. Heretofore the appoint- 
ments in Sheng-ching and Kirin have been 
very limited in number, aud it has not 
been considered necessary to forward re- 
gularly to those provinces expectant officials 
belonging to the ‘ proper path.’ Ovnsider- 
able alterations have however lately taken 
place in these two provinces; waste land 
has been reclaimed, new administrative 

_ posts and many agencies connected with 
the levy of lekin and other dues have been 
established, conxiderably increasing the 
number of special appointments that fall 
to the share of ‘expectants.’ These ap- 
pointments are at present filled up by 
transfers from other provinces, and much 
irregularity must of course prevail so 
long as such a system is in force. 
Memorialist proposes for the future to 
ascertain the number of vacancies in Kirin 
and Sheng-ching, and direct a limited 
number of chti-jen, chin-shih, and other 
candidates for office at Peking, to take 
their turn in periodical drawings for these 
posts. He further begs His Majeety to 
direct all the high officials of his Empire, 
before submitting a memorial to the Throne 
or addressing a despatch to the Board, to 
thoroughly acquaint themselves with the 
nature of the subject on which they are 
writing, and the law concerning it ; and to 
confine themselves strictly to the point in 
question, and not be betrayed into a war 
of words, resulting in unwarranted state- 
ments on the one part and an unbecoming 
acrimony on the other. The Board have 
been directed to report on this memorial. 

(2) The Superintendent of the Imperial 
Manufactory at Nanking reports that he 
has despatched the following order to 
Peking. 

To the Board of Revenue :— 

Different coloured satins... 410 pieces. 

To the Imperial Household 

Different coloured satins... 330 ,, 


Silks ....... eceestes cededeaseacenss 940 4, 
To the Imperial Household 
Large kerchiefs ..........+. -. 100 ,, 


To the Imperial Household 
Cloth ..icccecsssssecssseseees 3,000 ,, 
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To the Imperial Household 
Winter hat tassels............ 65 catties. 
To the Imperial Household 
Summer hat tassels ...... 1,000 
To the Imperial Household 
T‘ung-ts‘ao (i HP 5 ,, 
December 1st.—(1) Chou Heng-ch‘i re- 


” 


“ports that he took over the seals of office 


as Director-General of the Grain Transport 
on November 2nd. He had proceeded 
direct from Chi-nan Fu to Ch‘ing-chiang, 
being sumewhat delayed on the way by the 
bad state of: the roads, and a cold that he 
caught through exposure to the rain. 

(2) The Literary Chancellor of Fukien 
repurts the conclusion, throughout the pre- 
fecture of Fu-ning, of the preliminary 
examinations of intending competitors for 
the degree of chii-jen next year; and also 
the conclusion of the yearly examination 
of hsiu-ts‘ai graduates throughout the pro- 
vince. Owing to the salutary practice of 
conducting a part of the examinations vivd 
voce no cases of personation of candidates 
or other malpractices occurred. Memorialist 
noticed whilst on his tour, that the crops 
in the neighbourhood of Lien-chiang Hsien, 
L»-yuan Hsien, Ning-té Hsien and Fu-an 
Hsien had been visited by timely rains, 
and yave promise of an abundant harvest. 
—Rescript : Noted. 

(3) T‘u Tsung-ying reports that on hear- 
ing that he had been graciously granted 
a@ month’s leave, he immediately started 
for his native place to catch a far-off 
glimpse of which he is now pressing forward 
with the eagerness of a child running to 
its mother. For the delight he experiences 
in being permitted, after an absence of 
twenty years, to revisit once more his 
ancestral cemetery, he has only to thank 
the great consideration and sympathy 
shewn to him by His Majesty. 

December 2nd.—{1) Memorial from the 
Governor of Shun-t‘ien. At the time of 
the great famine, an agency was set on 
foot by Li Hung-chang at Tientsin for the 
relief of the refugees that flocked to that 
place, and a similar institution was shortly 
afterwards established at Peking called as 
at Tientsin, the Kuang Jén T‘ang. A lease 
of certain houses in Peking was obtained, 
and, in addition to dispensing outdoor 
relief, the ayency provided a home for 
destitute women and children who. would 
otherwise have perished from cold and 
want. The institution- has now been in 
existence several years, and no small amount 
of good work has been accomplished by 
it. The directors this year found them- 
selves, by the liberality of Li Hung-chang, 
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in a position to purchase eighty-four chien 
of rooms in the Lan-mieh Hu-t‘ung, which 
have now become the head-quarters of the 
Agency. There are at present within its 
walls more than 100 destitute children, 
ranging from five to fifteen years old, for 
whom a permanent home and instruction 
by competent teachers are provided. They 
are examined monthly as to their pro- 
ficiency in their studies, and such as are 
found to be of robust physique, and shew 
no aptitude for book work, are taught the 
rudiments of various handicrafts, that they 
may be enabled hereafter to earn a living 
for themselves. Connected with the estab- 
lishment and subsidised by it, is an agency 
for the support of widows who have vowed 
a life of chastity, and of their children and 
such of their husband’s relations as may 
be dependent upon them. The number of 
this class of individuals at present main- 
tained by the Society is more than three 
hundred. The income of the Society is 
derived from two sources, voluntary sub- 
scriptions, and an annual grant from the 
Governor-General of Chihli; but its funds 
are now insufficient to meet the heavy 
calls upon its resources. Memorialist 
observes that his Majesty issues donations 
of grain to many charitable institutions 
which are opened during the winter months: 
the Kuang Jén T‘ang, however, is oper 
from year’s end to year’s end, and the 
results achieved by it are, it may be sur- 
mised, proportionately greater. He there- 
fore prays that his Majesty will graciously 
consent to bestow an annual donation of 
300 piculs of grain upon the institution in 
question. Sanctioned by decree earlier 
issued. 

(2) The Governor of Kiangsi begs that 
he may be permitted to forward to Tientsin 
in silver the cost of constructing certain 
junks, and may be excused the task of 
building them in his own province. He 
observes that this course has been adopted 
for many years, and the result is that 
there are now no competent shipwrights in 
Kiangsi. Moreover, the forwarding of the 
junks when completed would entail great 
trouble and delay, and Memrialist consi- 
ders it preferable to adhere to the course 
followed by his immediate predecessors. 
The funds for the construction of the junks 
are, by regulation, to come from the land 
tax receipts ; but, owing to the heavy snb- 
sidies Kiangsi has been called upon to con- 
tribute to the support of the troops iu the 
N.W., there is at present no money remain- 
ing at Memorialist’s disposal on this ac- 
count. He therefore proposes to borrow 


the amount from the lekin account and | 
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repay it when the necessity for contribut- 
ing military subsidies has disappeared. 

(3) Liu Chin-t‘ang prays that the son of 
A-k‘e-la-i-tu, formerly Ak‘im Beg (Local 
Governor) of Yarkand, may be allowed tp 
succeed to his father’s titles. A-k‘e-la-i-tu 
fought on the side of the Imperial troops 
on the outbreak of the rebellion in the 
N.W., and in 1864 was captured by the 
rebels in a sortie from Yarkand. He was 
confined for three years at Kuché, and six 
years at Kashgar, during the whole of 
which time he remained faithful to his 
allegiance in spite of the pressure brought 
to bear upon him. Finally he was executed 
in prison by order of Yakoob Beg. His 
family received a Government grant of 
Tis 1,100 at the time, and his son being 
now of ago, it is requested that his father’s 
title may descend to him.—Referred to the 
Yamén concerned. 

December 3rd.—Li Han-chang, Governor- 
General of the Two Hu provinces, repre- 
sents that he reeeived a complaint some 
time ago from the Ma-istrate of Kuei-yang, 
to the effect that Liu Ch‘i-fu, a Lieutenant 
Colonel stationed in his jurisdiction, had 
taken upen himself to institute a Court 
for the hearing of disputes between the 
soldiery and the people, in the adjudica- 
tion of which the decision was always 
favourable to the former. The Lieutenant 
Colonel was also in the habit of permitting 
the troops to arrest individuals guilty of 
illegally coining copper cash, whom he 
released after the payment of certain fines. 
Lin Ch‘i-fu, when questioned as to his 
action, explained that he was driven tu 
take it by the rapacity of the Magistrate, 
who, at the hearing of any case, extorted 
sums of money from both parties, under 
the pretext of applying such sums to 
the purpose of repairing the yamén 
and other public-‘oftices. Memorialiat 
observes that the civil and military officials 
stationed in the same locality should work 
harmoniously together in the interests of 
the people. In the present case, far from 
such cordial understanding existing be- 
tween the Mayistrate and the Colonel, each 
accuses the other of grave malpractices. It 
is therefore prayed that both officers may 
be directed to vacate their posts, that a 
thorough inquiry may be held as to the 
truth of their respective stories.—Granted 
by Rescript. : 

(2) Ho Ching reports that, on the 14th 
and 16th of July and 26th, 27th and 28th of 
August, Taiwan was visited by a succession 
of heavy gales, which did much damage to 
the crops and shipping of all sorts, blew 
down houses and public offices, and caused, 
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in some instances, considerable loss of life. 
The Governor of Fukien, Ts‘én Yii-ying, 
crossed over to Taiwan to ascertain the ex- 
tent of the mischief done, and set on foot 
- measures for the relief of the sufferers. 
For this purpose he caused grain to be 
conveyed across in steamers from the main- 
land, which he distributed in the districts 
that had been most desolated by the storm ; 
and at the same time he took the necessary 
steps for the repair of the buildings thrown 
down by the force of the gale. The distress 
has thus been in some degree alleviated, 
and it is hoped that the districts will soon 
recover their former prosperity. 

(3) Memorial from Ming-an, Military 
Governor of Kirin, representing that it 
would, in his opinion, be highly inadvisable 
at present to annul the law which gives 
authority to execute notorious offenders 
summarily and at the scene of their crime. 
Although Kirin has in it not a few honest 
and law-abiding inhabitants, there are 
yet large numbers of miscreants resident 
in the province, to whom incendiarism 
and murder appear natural occupations, 
and who have been accustomed from their 
youth up to offer violent resistance to the 
authorities in the execution of their duty. 
When Memorialist was first appointed to 
his present post, brigandage was rampant 
throughout the province, and there was 
not a town or village outside the Capital 
which had not suffered from the depred- 
ations of marauders. He at once took 
energetic measures to meet this state of 
affairs, impressing upon his subordinates 
the duty of dealing with the cases that 
came under their notice with the utmost 
rigour, whilst taking due care to avoid 
wrongfully condemning and executing an 
innocent man. During the last few years 
several thousands of highwaymenand others 
have been put to death, and though no large 
bands of marauders are now in existence, 
cases of violent robbery and murder are still 
frequent, and Memorialist is convinced 
that any leniency towards the perpetraters 
would only have the effect of encouraging 
others to follow in their path. He hopes, 
by good government and education of the 
lower classes, to be able at uo distant date 
to eradicate their propensity to crime ; 
murder and other grave offences will thus 
cease, and with them the necessity for 
capital punishment. But at present the 
province is not ripe for the proposed modi- 
fication of the law affecting murderers, 
and it is therefore prayed that the present 
regulations may be continued in force 
throughout Kirin. Rescript :—Let it be 
as requested. Let the Buard take note. 
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December 4th. —(1) Memorial from 
Shang-hsien, Expositor of the Hanlin, on 
the subject of a recent proposal, put for- 
ward by the Censor Yeh Ying-fang, to dis- 
continue the annual subsidy paid by the 
Government of Honan towards the pay of 
the troops in Shéngching, and replace it 
by the proceeds of increased taxation in 
the latter province Memorialist observes 
that the Censor’s proposal was without 
doubt a perfectly honest one, but that it 
argued great ignorance of the fact that the 
same conditions do not prevail in all pro- 
vinces alike, and would, if acted upon, 
prove most mischievous to the province 


affected by it. Sheng-ching is a notoriously - 


poor province, and all commodities in it 
are sufficiently taxed at present ; were new 
imposts to be levied, as has been mooted, 
on cartloads of rice and coal, aud the taxa- 
tion of tobacco and hemp increased, the 
greatest distress would be caused through- 
out the country, and little, if any, advan- 
tage would accrue to the Imperial revenue. 
The proposal, Memorialist is convinced, 
emanated in the first instance from the 
‘middlemen,’ who hoped in this way to 
enrich themselves at the expense of the 
community at large. Not only is Sheng- 
ching a poor province, but its inhabitants 
are of an excitable disposition, with ready 
proclivities towards brigandage and other 
crimes, and a sudden increase in the price 
of provisions would be followed, first by 
considerable distress, and then by a 
general ‘ rising, to suppress which it 
would be necessary to largely reinforce 
the provincial garrisons. This would be 
the sole result of the Censor’s suggestions 
if they were carried into effect, and Memo- 
rialist earnestly prays His Majesty to direct 
the Board to desist from the consideration 
of the question.—The Board has been 
earlier directed to report on the foregoing 
Memorial and that of the Censor Yeh Ying- 
fang together. 

(2) Jén Tao-jung reports that Li Yiian- 
hua, formerly Treasurer of Shantung, who 
was recalled on the 2ud January 1878, has 
paid up in full the amount of his defalca- 
tions during his tenure of office. The 
question as to whether he shall be restored 
to his original rank is left to the decision 
of His Majesty.—Referred to the Board. 

December 5th.—(Court Circular.) Tso 
Tsung-t‘ang and Ch‘i-yuan had audience 
for instructions. 

The Board of Astronomy submitted a 
diagram of this evening’s eclipse. 

(1) Kuang-shou, President of the Board 
of War, is appointed President of the 
Bvard of Civil Office. 
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Chih-ho, President of the Mongolian 
Superintendency, is appointed President 
of the Board of War. 

Lin-shu, President of the Censorate and 
Minister of the Tsung-li Yamén, is ap- 
pointed President of the Mongolian Super- 
intendency. 

Wula-hsi-ch‘ung-ah, Vice-President of 
the Board of Civil Office, is appointed Pre- 
sident of the Censorate. 

: K‘uei-jun, Junior Vice-President of the 

Board of Civil Office, is appointed Senior 
Vice-President of the same Board. 

Hsi-chen, Junior Vice-President of the 
Board of Revenue, is transferred in the 
same capacity to the Board of Civil Office. 

Ch‘ung-li, Assistant, Commandant of the 
Peking Gendarmerie and Minister of the 
Tsung-li Yamén, is appointed Junior Vice- 
President of the Board of Revenue and 
Superintendent of the coinage department 
of that office. 


Pao-t‘ing G2, RE), sub-Chancellor of 
the Grand Secretariat, is appointed Junior 
Vice President of the Board of Rites. 

Ling-kuei, Assistant Grand Secretary and 
President of the Board of Civil Office, is 
appointed Grand Secretary. 

Wén-yii, President of the Board of 
Punishments, is advanced to the dignity 
of Assistant Grand Secretary, whilst con- 
tinuing to discharge the duties of his 
present post. 

Ch‘i-yiian, Lin-shu, and Mulungah are 
accorded the privileye of riding within the 
precincts of the Forbidden City. 

(2) Li Wen-min reports that he has 
despatched to Peking from Kiangsi Tls. 
15,000, on account of an extra assessment 
of land-tax this year. 

December 6th.—(1) A Decree. Yester- 
day we issued a Decree, directing Pao T‘ing 
to fill the post of Junior Vice-President of 
the Board of Rites. Pao-t‘ing has now 
memorialised us to the effect that his ex- 
perience is not sufficient to justify him in 
accepting the post, and he prays us to 
withdraw his commission, Pao T‘ing,' when 
occasion demands, does not hesitate to 
speak out, and we have always immediately 
given effect to such of his suggestions 
as were reasonable. Our intention in pro- 
moting him to be Vice-President of a Board, 
was not to bestow an empty honour upon 
him, but to give him an opportunity of ac- 
quiring that experience the lack of which 
he deplores. In conferring appointments 
the State has no other object than that of 
finding a suitable field for the develop- 
ment of the official’s talents. Let Pao 
T‘ing discharge the duties of his new post 
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with energy and care, and strive to be 
duly grateful for the favour he has received 
at Our hands. His application for the 
withdrawal of his commission need not be 
considered. 

(2) Chéng Lin, late Superintendent of 
the Huai-an Customs, reports that he is 
bringing with him to Peking Tls. 9,267, 
being the amount of the duty on opium 
collected by his establishment during the 
year ended October 31st, 1881. 

(3) Ting Pao-chen reports a sentence of 
banishment with labour of a painful nature, 
pronounced on @ Major in the Chinese 
army, who, being sent to quell a disturb- 
ance on the borders of Kansu, extorted 
money from the inhabitants of that region 
under the pretext of wishing to repair 
some military stations. When his offence 
was discovered, he refunded the money to 
the various contributors, and on this ac- 
count the penalty of strangulation to 
which he had rendered himself liable, 
has been commuted for one of less 
severity. ; 

December 7th.—(Court Circular.) Ming 
An applied for four months’ leave. 

(1) A Decree directing a commemorative 
tablet to be forwarded to Hangchow by 
the Imperial College of Inscziptions, and 
suspended there in the Wén Lan Library. 
This institution was utterly destroyed at 
the time of the rebellion, but has been 
since restored by T‘an Chung-lin. Owing 


‘to the exertions and contributions of two 


of the local gentry, Ting Shén and Ting 
Ping many of the lost books have been 
replaced, and the library is again becoming 
a favourite resort of lettered men: The 
Wu Ying Tien, or office of the Imperial 
Library, is also directed to issue a com- 
plete copy of the History of the Kuangsi 
Rebellion to the Institution. 

(2) Yi Lu, Governor of Anhui, submits 
a return of the numbers of the Chinese 
troops stationed in his province. The 
total number of Chinese troops employed 
on garrison duty in Anhui should be by 
regulation, 9,442 ; comprising 918 cavalry, 
1,739 infantry ready for active service and 
6,785 foot soldiers composing sedentary 
garrisons for the more important pro- 
vincial towns. Memorialist now reports 
that the troops at present in Anhui fall 
short of this number by 318 men, and he 
has accordingly made this deficiency the 
subject of a direct memorial to the Throne _ 
instead of contenting himself by merely 
entering it in the periodical returns.—Re- 
script: Let the Board of War take note. 

(8) Jén Tao-yung, Governor of Shan- 
tung, reports a case of poisoning, the cir- 
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cumstances of which were as follow :—Li 
Fa-ch‘eng, a native of Kao-mi Hsien, being 
in straitened circumstances, sold his wife, 
Li Shéng shih, for twelve tiao to a name- 
sake Li Ching-k‘uei. The woman moved 
into the house of her new husband, in 
which his brother Li Wu also resided. 
Frequent quarrels ensued between the new 
wife and this Li Wu, till finally the wo- 
man prevailed on her husband to divide 
the family property with his brothers 
and live separate from them. Amongst the 
effects divided was a quantity of grain, of 
which Li Ching-k‘uei obtained over a picul 
for his share, whilst Li Wu was only 
allowed three tou, it being considered that, 
as he was unencumbered with wife and 
children, this was a fair proportion. Some 
time elapsed, and Li Wu‘had come to the 
end of his grain and was suffering from 
hunger, when he cqnceived tlie idea of 
revenging himself for this and many other 
injustices received at Li Sheng shih’s hands, 
by the murder of her and her child. To 
this end he procured some poison used for 


killing rats, and took au early opportunity. 


of mixing it up with some flour he found 
in a bow! outside his brother’s door.. The 
result was the death of his sister-in-law, 
her child, and a tinker who happened to 
be mending some household utensils inside, 
and partook ‘of’ the flour. The murdgrer 
_ has been sentenced to summary decapita- 

tion. The vendor of the poison has not 

yet bten discovered. “s 

December 8th.—(1) Li Hung-chang sub- 


mits six draft regulations, detailing at: 


- length some unimportant changes chiefly 
ih the disposition of troops, rendered 
necessary.in the sub-prefectures of Chang- 
chia Kou, Tu-shih Kou and To-lun by the 
recent substitution ¢f sub-prefects for the 
Civil Commissaries of*Manchu Garrisons 
who have hitherto administered these posts. 
The Board is directed to report on these 
regulations without loss of time. 

(2) Hsi Ch‘ang, Imperial Agent at Urea, 
reports that, after taking leave of His 
Majesty, he set out for Kalgan, where he 
arrived on the 9th of November. He pro- 
poses shortly to continue his journey, but 
as the season is far advanced and the wea- 
ther severe, he wishes to leave over a 
thousand of his troops at Kalgan for the 
winter. His escort will then consist of 
some hundred men ; were he to take more 
he fears embarrassment, caused by short 
‘rations for the men and dearth of forage 
for their animals. The troops left behind 
will proceed to their destination as soon as 
the winter break up.—Granted by Rescript. 
The same oflicer represents, in a postscript 
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memorial, that the troops he is taking with 
him to Urga are for the most part armed 
with foreign guns which they are not com- 
pees to repair if disarranged, neither 
have they any acquaintance with the 
Mongolian language. Under the circum- 
stances, therefore, he begs that three 
officers now attached to the Peking Field 
Force who are both conversant with Mon- 
golian and skilful in repairing guns, may be 
directed to proceed to his head quarters 
and place themselves under his orders. — 


. Granted by Rescript. 


December 9th.—(1) A decree directing 
two month’s pay to be issued, as a gratuity, 
to those clansmen and collateral relatives 
of the Imperial House who have no Go- 
vernment appointment at present. A 
further gratuity of two month’s pay is to 
be bestowed upon the widows of clansmen 
and other distant relatives of His Majesty. 

(2) A decree, directing a gratuity of one 
month’s pay to be issued to.every member 
of the Banner Forces and the Chinese con- 
tingents stationed in and around Peking. 

December 10th.—No documents of in- 
terest. : 


December 11th:—(Court Circular.) The 
Prince of Su and the Prince of Li are 
deputed to reverently deposit the record 


-and the seal (imitations, in both cases, 


made of incense) of the late Empress in the 
Imperial Ancestral Temple. 

‘(Abstracts of Memorials.) T‘an Chung- 
lin, the new Governor-General of Shéusi 
and Kansuh, reported that he had started 
for his post. 

(1) Memorial from Li Hung-chang, re- 
presenting that a certain Chang Han, an 
expectant Secretary of a Board by purchase, 
was unfilial and unscrupulous enough, 
during an illness of his step-mother, to 
force @ woman to become his wife without 
going through the usual legal ceremonies 
with her. After the sv-called marriaye, his 
treatment of her was characterised by auch 
brutality that her father took her back to his 
own house again. On this, Chang Han had 
the audacity to proceed to his father-in-law’s 
house with a band of armed men, and 
carry off his wife by force. Memorialist 
has since heard from the Magistrate of the 
Ch‘ien-an District that Chang Han haa, by 
his arrogant bearing and violent behaviour, 
continually given great trouble to the 
authorities in the execution oftheir duty. 
He has also been accused of undutiful 
conduct to his parents, and it is now prayed 
tliat he may be deprived of his rank and 
placed on his trial.—Granted by Rescript. 

(2) Ting-an, Military Governor of Hei- 
lung Chiang, represents that he has again 
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been attacked by his old ailment, a partial 
paralysis of one side of his body, brought 
on originally by exposure to cold and wet. 
He prays that he may be graciously allowed 
two months leave of absence to recruit his 
health. Grauted by Rescript. 

(3) The same officer submits his report 
on the proposed modification of the law 
under which notorious criminals are, at 
present, summarily executed at the scene 
of their crimes. Memorialist strongly de- 
precates any such modification, which 
would only, in his opinion, fill the pro- 
vincial prisons to overflowing, give a great 
stimulus to crime and lawlessness of every 
kind, and, in a word, be directly opposed 
to the maxim that the end of punishment 
is the abolition of the penal laws. The 
arguments urged are almost identical with 
those put forward by the Military Gov- 


- ernors of Kirin and Jehole in their recent 


reports on the same subject.. (See Gazettes 
of November 19th and December 3rd.) 
December 12th.—(1) A decree, directing 
a thorough investigation into the following 
circumstances. A trader in Peking named 
Hou Chih-ming entered proceedings against 


Han Ta for the recovery of a debt, to which. 


the latter demurred on the ground that he 
was only an agent inthe matter, having 
borrowed the money for his principal, Shu- 
wén, a Secretary in the Board of Revenue, 
Han Ta was temporarily detained by the 
Censor to whom he had complained, and in 
the meantime a letter was delivered to the 
Censor by amessenger who said that he came 
from the house of a man called Héng. 
The letter on being opened was found to be 
without signature and couched in the most 
extraordinary language. The messenger 
was at once put under arrest, and stated 
that he was a servant of Shu-wén’s, by 
whose, directions he had brought the letter 
and falsely stated that it came from Héng’s 
house. Han Ta and the others concerned 
are to be rigorously examined by the Board 
of Punishments, and the Secretary will be 
dealt with according to the nature of the 
evidence elicited. ; 
(2) Ting-an reports the dispersal of a 
band of robbers in the neighbourhood of 
Chiang-chia-wei-tzi in Tsitsihar. Their 
numbers 
seventy men, and they had the audacity to 
give open battle to the Imperial troops. 
The result of the engagement was that over 
thirty of them were put to the sword, and 
three, including the chief, captured alive. 
Between thirty and forty horses and mules 
ten or more guns, and some forty knives 
and spears fell into the hands of the vic- 
tors. The chief who, it appeared from the 
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amounted to something like. 


statements of the other prisoners, origin- 
ally came from the South of the river 


(?Songari), was executed on the spot, and 


the booty has been divided among the 
troops who took part in the engagement. 
Rescript :—Noted. 

(3) Ch‘ang-shun reports the safe arrival - 
at Hami, from the Office of the Peking 
Field Force, of 200 foreign and 200 Chi- 
nese guns, for the use of the troops in that 
region. 

December 13th.—(Court Circular.) The 
Governor of Shuh-t‘ien reports a fall of 
snow, to a depth of over an inch, in the 
Metropolitan district. 

(1) A Decree, directing a gratuity of 800 
piculs of rice to be issued to a charitable 
establishment at Tungchou. oe 

(2) Memorial from the Governor of 
Kuangsi, proposing to invest the second 
class assistant magistrate of the Hsi-lung 
Department with judicial powers, to be 
exercised at preliminary hearings of grave 
crimes that may be perpetrated in his 
jurisdiction. The practice obtaining at 
eaestk is for the Assistant Magistrate to 
notify the Department Magistrate of any 
crime committed, and request him to come 
to the scene of the offence and hold an 
investigation. As the Department town 
is more than 200 li distant from somo 
outlying parts of the jurisdiction, the 
magistrate ia kept constantly running 
about, and has more work thrown on his 
hands than he can hope to get through 
within any reasonable period of time. 
Were the assistant magistrate, who resides 
at Chinchou, empowered to hold the pre- 
liminary hearing and report to his superigr, 
much embarrassment and delay in the 
expedition of public business would be 
avoided. Memorialist accordingly pays 
that the Imperial sanction may be given 
to his proposal.—Referred to the Board. 

(3) The Military Commandant in chief 
of Ili submits a return of the first harvest 
derived from lands in the vicinity of Tar- 
bagatai, Anchihai, and Poletala, lately 
brought under cultivation by the Imperial 
troops garrisoning that region. The amount 
of grain sown and reaped this year is as 
follows :— 

Remaining for use 
of troops after de- 


Sownin Reapedin duction for seed 
Spring. Autumn. purposes, 


CorM ssssssseese: 2,360 hu 43,628 hu 41 268 hu 
Kao-liang..... 71 =,,, 11,704 ,, 11,633 ,, 





of Gereala. | U3 v 3,021 4, 2,908 ,, 

Horse beans... 33 ,, 214 ,, 181 ,, 

Millet ......... 73 5, 10,663 ,, 10,590 ,, 

Rice ......... os 50 ,,- 850 ,, 800 ,, 
N.B.—A hu=10 ton. 
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Memorialist remarks that this return is 
far above the average of harvests, and he 
begs that suitable rewards may be bestowed 
on the labourers to whose exertions the 
success attained is mainly owing, and on 
the officers who superintended the under- 
taking from its commencement. 

(4) Hsi-ch‘ang, Political agent at Urga, 

rays that he may be allowed to take with 
Rin to Urga two officers whom he has 
recently met at Kalgan, and whose assis- 
tance he believes will be of great value to 
him in carrying out his scheme of employ- 
ing troops to reclaim and bring under cul- 
tivation waste lands in his jurisdiction. 
Granted by Rescript. 

December 14th.—(Abstracts of Memo- 
rials.) Ming-an forwards an application 
from some indigent Coreans to be allowed 
to cultivate lands in Kirin.—Referred by 
Rescript to the Board. 

(1) Liu Ao,* the new Taotai of Taiwan, 
(appointed May 5th), reports that after the 
audience with which he was honoured by 
His Majesty, he proceeded to Foochow, 
where he had an interview with the 
Governor General. He arrived in Tai- 
wan, where he found the Governor of 
Fukien, and took over the seals of office on 


October 2nd. : 


(2) The Governor of Kiangsi represents 
that there is a deficit of Tls. 41,995 in the 
fund set apart for the purpose of defray- 
ing the ‘anti-extortion’ allowance of the 
provincial executive. He proposes, in 
accordance with precedent, to supply the 
deficiency by drawing upon the surplus 
funds at his disposal on account of un- 
expended porterage allowances. 

(3) The Governor of Kuangsi forwards 
the application of an expectant magistrate 
named Mao Hung-fei, who submits that 
his abilities are unequal to the task of 
administering a District, and requests that 
his name may be transferred to the list of 
candidates for appointments as Directors 
of studies.—Granted by Rescript. 


December 15th.—(Abstracts of Memo- 
rials.) Li Ho-nien reports that the An- 
namese envoy has passed through Honan 
on his return journey. 


(1) The Governor of Anhui requests 
authority to recover from the family of a 
captain in the Chinese army Tis. 1,235, 
being the amount of the defalcations of 
the said captain, who is now dead. 


* Note.—Liu Ao addresses the Throne direct in virtue 
of the brevet rank as Provincial Judge. Successive 
Taotais of Taiwan sinve the 53rd year of Ch‘ien Lung 
have been invested with the same rank that they might 
have this privilege, 
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f (2) Ts‘én Yii-ying, Governor of Fukien, 


; represents that situate in the township of 


Ta-chia between the Districts of Chang-hua 
and Hsin-chu, Taiwan, is a marsh some 
6,200 feet in diameter, which overflows 
towards the end of spring and devastates 
the surrounding country, frequently caus- 
ing considerable loss of life among mer- 
chants and others journeying in those parts. 
On the occasion of Memorialist’s recent 
visit to Taiwan, a strong representation on 
the subject was made to him by the officials 
and the gentry, in consequence of which he 
proceeded to the marsh in question and 
accurately surveyed its conditions. It lies 
not far from the- sea, and is unnavigable, 
being dry at certain seasons and flooded at 
others, whilst it is too broad to render the 
construction of a bridge over it a feasible 
undertaking. After long consideration, 
Memeorialist determined to dig a channel 
on the sea side of the marsh, and conduct 
the water of the marsh into it by means of 
two long and substantial embankments in 


the shape of the character A. The em- 
bankments will be 30 or 40 feet broad, and 


- will be constructed of circular bamboo and 


wire crates, filled up with stones and rub- 
ble taken from the marsh. On the surface 
will be planted bamboo and other trees, 
which, in course of time, by striking their 
roots deep into the embankment, will be of 
great service in solidifying and strengthen- 
ing it. Memorialist’s plan was highly ap- 
proved of by the officials, gentry, and elders 
to whom he communicated its details; and 
they promised to furnish, during the inter- 
val between sowing and reaping, gratuitous 
labour in the prosecution of the undertak- 
ing. The funds required to defray the 
cost of the crates will be taken from the 
Coast Defence Fund, and memorialist will, 
towards the close of the year, cross over 
again to Taiwan to be present at the com- 
mencement of the operations.—Rescript : 
Noted. 

December 16th.—(Court Circular.) Eight 
Military officials are, on the application of 
the Board of War, appointed to see that 
the ascetic observances incumbent on all 
metropolitan civil and military officers du- 
ring the three days preceding the com- 
mencement of the winter solstice, are duly 
conformed to by those concerned. 

(1) The Court of Censors forward the 
petition of Wang Ying-yiieh, an expectant 
Taotai, who complains that, having been 
sent by T‘an Chung-lin to Chia-hsing Hsien 
for the purpose of surveying waste land in 
that neighbourhood, he was assaulted by a 
mob numbering several hundreds of the 
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inhabitants. The prefect and the magis- 
trate took no steps to punish the offeriders, 
leaving no doubt in complainant’s mind 
that they were interested in preventing the 
survey. Théy were shortly afterwards re- 
moved from their posts, and a new magis- 
trate was appointed, who succeeded in 
arresting and forwarding to the provincial 
capital some of the persons implicated in the 
late disturbance. The Provincial Judge, 
however, hushed up the case and released 
the prisoners, and the Taotai, feeling him- 
self agzrieved by the Judye’s action, has 
now sent his proxy to complain at the 
Censorate.—Referred in the usual manner, 

(2) A long and uninteresting memorial 
from Ts‘én Yii-yiny, tracing the history of 
two spurious commissions which had come 
into the possession of an expectant assistant 
sub-prefect, who had, on that account, been 
dismissed the public service. The result of 
the investigation shews clearly that the 
anb-prefect had no doubt as to the genuine- 
ness of the ducuments; which, as far as 
could be ascertained, originally emanated 
from Ch‘en Ying-kuei, a suldier belonging 
tu the irregular forces, who died some time 
since in Taiwan, The sub-prefect is accor- 
dingly restored to his place in the public 
service, with the loss of three steps of cum- 
mutative rank, 

(3) En Fu reports the appointment of a 
Captain in the Chinese army to perfurm 
the autumn tour of inspection along the 
Corean fruntier, in concert with a Corean 
ofticial according to regulation. The ter- 
ritories of China and Corea being divided 
from each other only. by a river, it is a 
standing rule that the boundary be patrolled 
once in each quarter, and that in the 
summer and autumm quarters a Corean 
functionary is to take part in this duty, 
for the surveillance of the settlers who 
have established themselves on the waste 
Jands of the marches. The Board of Cere- 
monies at Moukden having notified the 
King of Corea to give order to the local 
ofticials of that country to join in the tour 
of inspection, the Captain above-mentioned 
now reports that he has performed this 
duty in concert with the Corean officer 
named Chin Feng-ch‘iu, and that he has 
received from the said officer-a stamped 
guarantee that tranquillity prevails along 
the frontier. ‘The document in question 
has been placed on record, and the facts 
are reported for His Majesty’s informa- 
tion. 

(4) Memorial from Pao-ting, sub-Chan- 
cellor of the Grand Secretariat. Memorialist 
had yesterday the honour to receive His 
Majesty’s gracious appointment to the post 
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of Junior Vice-President of the Board of 
Rites, a command that filled him with 
gratitude aud shame at his own unworthi- 
ness too great for words. He submits that 
his learning is shallow and his abilities 
slight ; the only merit he possesses is a 
certain foolish outspokenness, and his lot 
has, fortunately, been cast in times when 
such a faculty is appreciated by the So- 
vereign. Thus he has often been the object 
of this Majesty’s gracious kindness, promot- 
ing him far beyond his deserts ; but his ex- 
perience is still far from deep, and he fears 
that he will prove unequal to the duties of 
the post towhich he has just been appointed. 
He therefore prays that His Majesty will 
deign, out of consideration fo his little 
worth, to caucel his appointment and suffer 
him diligently to labour until such time as 
his study of the truths of antiquity shall 
have been perfected. In the days of the 
Sung dynasty, he reminds His Majesty, 
Sze-ma Kuang (A.D. 1009-1086) similarly 
wished to decline office, from a fear that 
the Emperor intended merely to do him 
honour and was not disposed to listen 
further to his advice. Could His Majesty— 
so that hiyh officer urged at the time— 
but bring himself to abolish certain offices 
and institutions which were oppressive 
to the people, then, even though he 
were no more employed by his sovereign, 
he would be the recipient, in even greater 
measure, of his sovereign’s bounty. So, in 
the present case, memorialist, having won 
the Imperial regard by his outspokenness, 
humbly hopes that His Majesty will con- 
descend to give increased attention to the 
subjects he frum time to time brings to his 
notice. Then will he, even though for the 
rest of his life he should remain without 
ottice, be endlessly grateful. This rash and 
ill-considered expression of his opinion he 
lays before the ‘Throne with profoundest 
fear and trembling inexpressible. For Re- 
script see Gazette of December 6th. 


December 17th.—(1) A Decree. The 


‘Triennial Scrutiny of metropolitan officials 


is an institution having the same objects 
as the ancient triennial examination of 
merit ; namely, recommendation of deser- 
viny officers and arraigument of the un- 
worthy, that all may learn to conduct 
themselves with due circumspection in 
office. ‘This duty successive sovereigns of 
Our Dynasty have repeatedly and earnestly 
impressed upon their officers. To remove 
the corrupt and elevate the clean-handed 
is the all-important aim of the examina- 
tion, The otticers who are placed in the 
first class are granted audience of Us, and 
those whose talents appear to Us to qualify 





them for active employment, have their 
names specially recorded for future ap- 
pointments to provincial posts. The Pre- 
fects and Taotais of tu-day become the 
Judges and Treasurers of to-morrow and 
the Governors and Governors-General of 
the future. Ifa large proportion of Taotais 
. and Prefects are men of no capacity, the 
provincial government . suffers fiom the 
lack of talent among its subordinates, and 
progressive improvement in tlre adminis- 
tration of the country at large becomes 
_ impossible. But in spite of this obvious 
result, Our heads of Departments persist 
in regarding the scrutiny as a matter of 
mere routine, contenting themselves with 
placing the usual number of names in the 
first class, and arranging the old, compet- 
ent, and idle in the two remaining divisions, 
instead of denouncing them in straight- 
forward language. Some of the officials 
recommended are, without doubt, men of 
talents and integrity, but others of mediocre 
attainments obtain a place in the list, and 
thus Our desire to weed out the incap- 
able among Our officers is thwarted. 
This year the Triennial Scrutiny once again 
falls due ; let all the heads of Boards and 
Departments conduct the examination and 
make their. awards with discrimination 
’ and honesty, remembering the great favours 
they have enjoyed at Our hands. Let 
them not, out of a desire to obtain a 
reputation for leniency, be sparing of cen- 
sure and prodigal of praise; neither let 
them, out of a mistaken notion that there 
must be a fixed number of recommenda- 
tions made, facilitate the introduction of 
awkward performers into the official 
orchestra, At present, the State has to 
contend with many embarrassments, and 
looks eaverly for the assistance of com- 
petent ofticials. Ministers who have the 
interests of the Empire sincerely at heart 
should, consider it their first duty to 
secure the services of able officers to 
assist in its administration, and We 
shall hold them responsible for any cases 
of partiality or ill-advised recommendations 
that may hereafter occur, Let this Decree 
be communicated to the Heads of all Our 
public oftices. : 
(2) A Decree, allowing Chi-ho, ‘Tartar 
General’ vf Hangchow, to vacate his pust 
on the ground of ill health and aged parents, 


Ku-ni-yin-pu GE Aa Th) is appointed 


to fill the vacancy thus created. 

(3) A Decree, directing relief to be iisued 
to the sufferers from recent severe floods 
in the Districts of Lu-ling, Chi-shui, ‘T‘ai- 
ho and Yung-feng, in Kiangsi, where numer- 


Google 


16 








2 [Dec. 17—18. 


ous deaths have resulted from drowning 
and subsequent exposure. 

(4) By a verbal decree of the Empress 
Tz‘i Hsi communicated to the Grand 
Council, the Imperial Princess of the 
second rank, kuown by the appellation 
Shou Chuang, is promoted to be a Princess 
Imperial of the first rank, with the privi- 
lege of being carried in a yellow sedan. 
The Princess Imperial known as Jung Shou” 
is promoted to be a Princess of the first 
rank, [Note.—A gurun Princess, or 
Princess of 1st rank, is properly speaking, 
the daughter of an Empress Consort, and a~ 
husheh Princess, or Princess of the 2nd 
rank, the daughter of an inferior Consort. ]} 

(5) ‘fan Chung-lin reports that he 
handed over the seals of office as Governor 
of Chekiang on 17th November. 

December -18th.—(1) Li P‘ei-ching re- 
presents that his health is not sufficiently 
established to justify him in taking up his 
appointment as Governor of Kianysu. The 
aguish symptoms have disappeared, and 
the stoppage in his throat is not go trouble- 
some as formerly, and he has partially 
recovered the use of his right arm and leg ; 
but he still continues very weak, and his 
physicians inform him that his heart has 
been alfected for some time, and that there 
is an undue preponderance of the ‘ wood” . 
element in his system, the result of which 
is an overheated liver. They recommend 
him to take a further period of repose, and 
he accordingly prays His Majesty to grant 
him another month’s leave.—Granted by 
Reseript. 

(2) ‘L‘an Chung-lin submits a list of 
officers entitled to rewards for their exer- 
tions in the construction and repair of 
reservoirs and defences against the tide on 
the coast of Chekiang,—what part is not 
mentioued. 

(3) ‘he same officer forwards an applica- 
tion from the ‘Taotai in charge of the 
Foreign Customs at Wenchow for a regular 
allowance to defray the working expenses 
of that establishment. It is observed that 
Wenchow is one of the ports recently 
opeued to foreign trade, and that the duty 
receipts there were at first insufficient to 
meet the cost of cullection, and were re- 
gularly supplemented by a graut from the 
Ningpo Customs. The foreign trade at 
Weuchow has, however, of late manifested 
a decided improvement, but the cost of 
maintaining the Customs establishment has 
correspondingly increased, and it is re- 
quested that, as is the case at Chinkiang 
and Wahu, monthly allowance of Tls. 240 
be made to Tavtai in question.—Granted 
by Reseript. 


Dec. 19—20.] 


163 





December 19th.—(Court Circular.) Chou 
Chia-mei paid his respects on the expiry of 
his term of mourning. The Grand Secre- 
tariat presented a congratulatory address 
(on the occasion of the commencement of 
the winter solstice.) 

(1) A Decree. Let Chou Chia-mei, 
formerly Governor of Shun-t‘ien, resume 
his duties in connection with the Tsung-li 
Yamén. - 

(2) Tan Chung-lin, Governor-General of 
Shan-kan, reports that he intends to start 
for his post on 29th November. He will 
go by boat from Hangchow as far as Ch ‘ing- 
chiang P‘u, after which he will proceed to 
Kansu overland by way of Hsii Chou, 
Kuei-té, Pien-liang, T‘ung-kuan and 
Hsi-an. If not prevented by rain or snow, 
he hopes to arrive at his destination some 
time before 3rd February, and he will 
shortly afterwards memorialise His Majesty 
on the business he finds awaiting him 
there. 

(3) The Governor of Kiangsi reports a 
case of robbery from a cemetery. Lai Ya- 
tsao had served in the ranks of the Kiangsi 
irregulars, and, when these were disbanded, 
had maintained a precarious livelihood for 
some time, falling finally into great poverty. 
Being at loss how to obtain money, he 
conceived the idea of abstracting bones 
from a grave-yard belonging to a namesake 
Lai Yung-ching, and demanding a sum of 
money for their restoratiun. He imparted 
his plan to four friends, who highly 
approved of it ; and the five determined to 
carry it into execution the same night. 
Three of them accordingly entered the 
grave-yard and dug up an earthen pan con- 
taining the bones of an ancestor of Lai 
Yung-ching’s, which they emptied into a 
bag they had brought with them for the 
purpose, the other two accomplices keeping 
watch outside in the meanwhile. Their 
business ended, they returned to Fan Chih- 
jung’s house and deposited the bag there. 

he theft was discovered almost imme- 
diately, and a search was set on foot which 
rendered it advisable for Lai Ya-tsao to 
leave the neighbourhood for a time. When 
he imayined that the affair had blown over 
he ventured to return, and Lai Jung-ching, 
who had goods reasons for connecting him 
with the theft, at once made overtures to 
him with a view to the recovery of the 
bones. The other demanded one hundred 
dollars as the price of their restitution, and 
threatened, in case the money should not 
be forthcoming or information were lodged 
with the authorities, to destroy the bones 
altogether. This threat greatly alarmed 
Lai Jung-ching, who eventually paid sixty- 
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four dollars, and received back the bones 
of his ancestor. The authorities were then 
communicated with, and three of the con- 
spirators were arrested. One has since 
died in prison and the other two have. 
in accordance with the law, been sentenced 
to summary decapitation. 

December 20th.—(1) Memorial from the 
Censor Tsai-ts‘ai, urging upon his Majesty 
the necessity of issuing positive orders 
that a certain T‘ang, an employé in the 
Imperial granaries at Peking, who has 
been arrested on serious charges of rapacity 
and embezzlement of public grain, be not 
suffered to employ the arts of bribery at 
his trial, or in any way to evade the punish- 
ment which is his proper due. Memorialist 
some time since read in the Gazette an 
Imperial Decree, directing the reform of 
various abuses connected with the issue of 
Government rice, and impressing upon the 
authorities the duty of exercising greater 
precaution to prevent their recurrence. 
In spite of this Decree it seems to Memo- 
rialist that a prisoner has now been arrested 
who, owing to his wealth and the artifices 
of which he is an experienced master, has 
a fair chance of escaping from the meshes 
of the law. The prisoner in question, 
who possesses a number of aliases, but 
generally goes by the name of T‘ang Ying- 
ting, has been connected with the Imperial 
Granaries for twenty years, during which 
period he was once banished for thieving, 
but managed to escape from his keepers 
and return to his former employment 
under a different name. He has amassed 


a large fortune, the proceeds of =E a 


systematic course of theft, extortion, and 
corruption ; is the owner of four residences 
in Peking, where he lives in ducal fashion, 
indulging in the most extravagant expendi- 
ture; and never goes out unless accom- 
panied by a bedy-guard of some score or 
so of bullies. When the Government 
officers lately attempted to arrest him, he 
and his followers broke through their 
midst and made good their escape for the 
time, though eventually apprehended in a 
remote part of the city. Memurialist com- 
mvnts on the audacity thus displayed in 
openly resisting the police in the execution 
of their duty, and he proceeds to shew 
what arts the prisoner will probably 
employ to secure a favourable decision at 
the hearing. Bribery will be first and fore- 
most, and his wealth is prodigious ; but he 
will attempt to prove an alias, to frustrate 
which design it would be well to send for 
the officer who actually arrested him to de- 
pose to his identity in court; and he will 
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assert that he is over 70 years of age, (in 
which case torture is not applied to elicit 
confession). Memuorialist expresses a strong 
hope that the prisoner will not be permit- 
ted to throw dust into the eyes of his 
judges by any such pleas, and he begs 
that in order to the more effectual preven- 
tion of such ruses, an extra number of offi- 
cers may be detached by the Board of Pun- 
ishments to be present at and watch the 
trial. 

December 21st. —(1) Memorial from 
Ming-an, reporting sentence of death pro- 
nounced on a prisoner who murdered a 
friend whom he suspected of having com- 
mitted adultery with his wife. Being con- 
fined in the prison at San-hsing, he laid a 
plot with another notorious criminal, to 
strangle one of the keepers and escape. 
Their plan proved successful and he took 
refuge in some neighbouring koa-liang field, 
but was eventually compelled by hunger 
to come into the village, where he was 
retaken. 

(2) Ming An reports a case of adultery, 
in which the lawful wife drove her rival to 
commit suicide by upbraiding her with her 
crime. The guilty husband has been sen- 
tenced to labour on the post-roads. 


December 22nd.—Ming An represents - 


that he recently deputed an officer to sur- 
vey the conditions of the border land lying 
between Kirin and Corea. This ofticer 
now reports that, in obedience to the 
instructions given him, he proceeded 
from the Hsia Ka Ya River, by a 
series of very difficult mountain passes, 
to the northern bank of the Tumen River 
‘at Kao-li Chén, a distance of some 
209 li. At eight different points of the 
country traversed were found tracts of 
waste land, flanked by the river aud en- 
closed on every other side by ranges of 
barren and inaccessible mountains, un- 
explored even by the inhabitants of the 
immediate vicinity. The land in question 
really forms part of Kirin, but, being 
divided from Corea only by ariver, natives 
of the latter country, in times of distress 
occasioned by drought or flood, have 
crossed over and reclaimed portions of it. 
The total extent of land that has thus been 
brought under cultivation amounts to some 
8,000 acres, and the squatters number 
several thousand men, all of whom hold a 
written permission from the Corean Magis- 
trate of the Hsien-ching circuit to cultivate 
a limited area of ground. The officer 
-despatched by Memorialist was further 
informed by the military administrator of 
the Wén-ch‘eng (Corean) Prefecture that 
the squatters in question were well aware 
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that in moving to the north bank of the river 
they were crossing the Chinese frontier, 
and requested that they might be leniently 
dealt with. Memorialist observes that 
the Tumen River having always been re- 
garded as forming the boundary between 
Kirin and Corea, the settlers in question 
are indisputably on Chinese soil, aud the 
Hsien-ching magistrate committed an 
error in issuing permits to them. At the 
same time he submits that, the region 
they have encroached upon being wild in 
the extreme and entirely unfrequented by 
Chinese, whilst the settlers themselves are 
for the most part poor sea-faring men 
driven inland by poverty. His Majesty 
would not do right to render them home- 
less and destitute by summary ejection 
from the lands. He therefore proposes 
that a commission, consisting of a Chinese 
and a Corean officer, be appointed to pro- 
ceed to the spot and inquire into the exact 
cqnditions of the settlers, and the nature 
and quality of the lands they have re- 
claimed. These particulars established, it 
is suggested that they be called upon, in 
accordance with the procedure followed in 
the case of waste lands in other parts of 
Kirin, to deposit with the Kirin Govern- 
ment 2,100 cash for every shang of land 
(14 acres) they at present occupy, and to 
pay to the same Government an annual 
rent assessed at 660 cash a shang. This 
money can be collected either by the near- 
est Chinese officials, or by au official de- 
puted by the King of Corea. As Corean 
coins are not allowed to pass out of that 
kingdom, it is suggested that the rent may 
be paid annually incattle. The certificates 
issued by the Corean magistrate will be 
surrendered and destroyed, being replaced 
by authoritative ones issued by the Kirin 
government.—Referred by Rescript to the 
Buard. 

(2) Ming An requests permission to 
depute an officer of the rank of Assistant 
Sub-Prefect to reside at Shuang-cheng P‘n, 
and another of the rank of Sub-Districts 
Deputy Magistrate to reside at La-ling ; to 
take cognisance, iu both cases, of civil and 
criminal cases occurring in those jurisdic- 
tions.—Granted by Rescript. 

(3) Li Ho-nien reports that the Annam- 
ese Envoy, who left Peking on September 
27th, entered Honan on October 19th and 
passed into Hupei on November 7th. 

December 23rd.—(1) Yang Chang-chiin 
prays for permission to erect a temple at 
the capital of Kansth in honour of a former 
Governor-General, Ch‘i Shan, the memory 
of whose wise administration and number- 
less acts of kindness to the people still lives 
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in the minds of the provincials. Memoria- 
list has recently received a representation 
from some of the prominent gentry of Lan- 
chou Fu, setting forth at length the salient 
points in the administration of the late 
Governor-General, and begging that the 
people might be allowed to testify their 
gratitude in the manner indicated above. 
One of the first acts of Ch‘ Shan after his 
arrival at his post was the abolition of 
a heavy tax on unproductive lands which 
had recently been brought under partial 
cultivation, the exaction of which had 
sorely harassed the settlers thereon, aud 
caused the greater part of them to 
desist from husbandry altogether. In 1850, 
when, in consequence of heavy and pro- 
longed rains, the Yellow River overflowed 
both its banks for a distance of over 1,000 
li, destroying all that lay in its path and 
causing inexpressible misery to the inha- 
bitants, the late Governor came to their 
relief with generous contributions from 
his private resources, and by his judicious 
and energetic measures succeeded in greatly 
mitigating the calamity. Shortly after- 
wards the country suffered from drought 
to such an extent that a single tow of rice 
with the husk on sold for several taels. 
The Governor-General, however, had pre- 
viously reformed the abuses that had crept 
into the management of the public gran- 
aries, and, by the well-timed opening of an 
establishment for the sale of grain at low 
rates, was instrumental in saving thousands 
of lives. His acts of kindness to the 
destitute, and thoughtful provisions for 
the relief of the homeless and tlie starving, 
were timely and attended with invariable 
success. The reforms he = introduced 
into the military organisation of the pro- 
vince were thorough-going and judicious, 
and it was due to his foresight and strate- 
gical skill that Kansuh enjoyed comparative 
place whilst the neighbouring regions were 
distracted by rebellion and anarchy. Nor 
were the civil reforms introduced by the 
late Governor-General less important: 
notably, the impetus he gave to education 
by the establishment of free schools in 
different parts, and of a college at the pro- 
vincial capital, to which latter institution 
he gave his personal superintendence at 
the periodical examinations of the students, 
The representation of the gentry concluded 
with a glowing panegyric on the capacity 
and the personal character of Ch‘i Shan ; 
and Memorialist, in forwarding the petition, 
observes that the merits of the late Go- 
vernor-General must have been consider- 
able to retain such hold on the popular 
mind for so long a period as thirty years 
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after his departure from Kansuh. He feels 
it, therefore, his duty to support the peti- 
tion of the gentry.—Sanctioned by Re- 
script. 

(2) The Governor of Hunan prays that 
His Majesty will be graciously pleased to © 
to grant an extra number of degrees to be 
competed for by the Miao-tzti inhabitants 
of the sub-departments of Feng-huang, 
Chien-chon, and Yung-sui, and the district 
of Pao-ching, in recognition of the rapid 
advancement they have lately made in the 
arts of civilization; viz: to each of the 
three sub-departments in question two 
‘salaried licentiate’ degrees, and two ‘sup- 
plementary licentiate’ degrees ; and to the 
district in question one ‘salaried licentiate’ 
degree and one ‘supplementary licentiate’ 
degree. —Rescript : Let the Board concerned 
deliberate and report. 

December 24th.—(1) A Decree issued by 
the Empress, with reference to a report 
recently submitted by the Princes of Kung 
and Ch‘un detailing the steps they had 
taken to guard against floods along the 
upper course of the Yung-ting River in 
Chihli. The Governor-General of Chihli 
and the Governor of Shun-t‘ien are directed 
to keep the works which liave been already 
finished in repair, and to report from time 
to time to the Throne the places along the 
river at which it is deemed advisable to 
further strengthen the embankments or 
deepen the bed. 

(2) A Verbal Decree. Let Wu Tso shih, 
Tso Li shih, and Tso Hsiung shih (daughters 
and connections by marriage of Li fans 
chang and Tso Tsung-t‘ang) be allowed to 
have tablets erected in their honour. 

(3) A Verbal Decree, directing a com- 
memorative tablet to be suspended in hon- 
our of 229 men and women, natives of 
Hupei, who fell in conflict with or made 
away with themselves though fear of 
violence at the hands of the Taipings. 

(4) A Decree expressing the Imperial 
regret at the death of Ching Té, Deputy 
Lieutenant General of the plain red (Han 
chiin) Banner. All penalties recorded 
against his name are cancelled, and the 
Lieutenant General of the Banner is di- 
rected to present his son at Court on the 
expiry of the usual period of mourning. 

(5) A Decree. Yesterday we gave our 
sanction to a proposal of Yang Chang-chiin 


‘ to erect a temple in honour of Ch‘i Shan, 


sometime Governor-General of Shankan. 
Ch‘en Pao-shen, Expositor of the Hanlin, 
now represents to Us that Ch‘i Shan was 
faithless to the trust reposed in him, and 
guilty of grave misconduct in office. Whilst 
in charge of the administration of Shensi 
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and Kansu he recklessly put to death, for 
no offence whatsvever, numbers of the civi- 
lised portion of the aboriginal tribes of 
Tung Sha, forcing them to confess to ima- 
ginary crimes, and submitting a misleading 
* report to the Throne on the subject. The 
late Emperor Hsien Feng stigmatised his 
conduct as tyrannical, dismigsed him 
from the public service, and sentenced 
him to banishment. The Expositor sub- 
mits that Ch‘i Shan’s administration of 
Kansu, so far from being meritorious, 
was culpable, and undeserving of the 
honour it is proposed to accord to him. 
The Expositor’s representations are most 
just. Our sanction, given yesterday to 
the erection of a temple in memory of 
Ch‘i Shan, is now withdrawn. Let a severe 
reprimand be administered to Yang Chang- 
chiin for his carelessness in submitting such 
a proposal to Us. ; 

(6) Ho Ching requests permission to 
cashier and place upon his trial an expect- 
aut sub-prefect named Teng Ping-chiin, 
who, whilst in charge of a Goverument 
coal agency in the District of Tan-shui, 
hired two men to attack the office at night 
and pretend to carry off the silver deposited 
there.— Granted by Rescript. 

(7) Ying Jui, Superintendent of the 
Huai-an Customs, reporta that there are 
at present Tls. 27,063 lying in the treasury 
of his establishment. ‘This sum includes 
Tls. 10,953 collected on all accounts during 
last three months, but is exclusive of 
Tls. 9,267 the amount of opium duty 
collected by the late Superintendent, and 
taken with him to Peking. 

(8) Ch‘ung Ch‘i reports that during the 
first nine months of this year eighty-three 
prisoners were executed by him for parti- 
cipation in crimes of murder, and robbery 
with violence committed within the juris- 
diction of Jehole. 

December 25th.—(1) The Censors of 
the Eastern division of the city report the 
receipt at their office of a threatening letter 
without signature. From the behaviour of 
the bearer, who rode hurriedly off immedi- 


ately after having delivered the letter, it - 


was thought advisable to pursue and arrest 
him. He deposed that he was unacquainted 
with the contents of the letter, which his 
master, Shu-wén, a Secretary in the Board 
of Revenue and attached at present to the 
Tsung-li Yamén, had handed to him the 
night before, with instructions to deliver it 
at the Censors’ office and not to wait for 
an answer, but if questioned to say that it 
came from the house of a man called 
Héng. Tho Censors pray that the fullest 
facilities may be affurded for the investiga- 


Google 





tion of the affair. See Gazette of 12th 


December. 


December 26th.—(1) Ling-kuei (aa 4) 
is appointed Grand Secretary of the T‘i 
Jen Ko ‘ throne-hall.’ 

(2) The Governor of Hunan reports a 
conspiracy entered into by three swindlers 
to obtain money from an official, Hu 
Feng-chu, a District Magistrate on prob- . 
ation, had been awaiting employment in 
Hunan for many years, and would in all 
likelihood have shortly obtained it. The 
three prisoners in question were aware of 
this fact, and practised upon the Magis- 
trate’s credulity to pass themselves off as 
persons of influence at the Lieutenant 
Governor’s yamén, finally obtaining a pro- 
mise from -Hu Feng-chu of Tis. 2,000 in 
consideration of their good offices in pur- 
chasing a vacancy forhim. The fraud was 
discovered before the money had changed 
hands, and the three confessed to their 
crime ; but the magistrate denied having 
formed a party to any such agreement, 
and it is requested that in order to facili- 
tate the investigation, he may be dismissed 
the service and placed on his trial.— 
Granted by Rescript. 


December 27th.—(1) A Decree ordering 
a series of prayers for snow to be offered 
up in the metropolitan district. 

(2) Ting An reports the conclusion of 
the usual winter hunting expedition of the 
troops stationed at Tsitsihar, who started 
on November 13th for the A-ch‘i-chu coun- 
try, under the command of the Military 
Deputy-Lieutenant Governor Lu-p‘eny. 
Ten hunts in all were organised, and the 
behaviour of the troops throughout was 
most satisfactory. They maintained admir- 
able line whilst beating up the game, and 
when an animal was started followed it up 
with the greatest alacrity. The skill dis- 
played by the mounted contingent was 
especially noteworthy. At the cunclu- 
sion of the hunt, rewards were bestowed 
upon those who had proved themselyes 
the best shots with the fowling-piece and 
the bow, and those who had displayed the 
greatest energy in pursuit of the game. 
Rescript :—Noted. 

December 28th.—(1) Memorial from 
Wang Pang-hsi, Tutor of the Imperial 
Academy, who represents that he is a 
native of An-fu Hsien in Kiangsi, and 
has received from private sources further 
particulars of the terrible floods that have 
recently desvlated that neighbourhood. It 
appears that on the 12th of Auguat and 
following days the rain throughout the 
four districts of Lu-ling, Chi-shui, T‘ai-ho 
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and Yung-feng was continuously and heavy, 
causing several hundreds landslips in dif- 
ferent parts of the surrounding hills. 
Through the openings thus made the 


§ dragon’ waters (BE 7K) rushed forth in 


torrents, descending upon the astonished 
population and sweeping them away before 
they had time to bethink them of means 
of escape. Memorialist is familiar with 
some of the scenes of the disaster. At 
P‘i-t‘ou, out of something like a thousand 
dwelling-houses only three or four were 
left standing, and over 180 of their inmates 
were drowned. At Shui-nan, about ten 
chien withstood the force of the flood out 
of several hundred houses, and between 
sixty and seventy of the inhabitants lost 
their lives. Memorialist mentions these 
two places merely as illustrations of the 
terrible nature of the visitation, which left 
numerous other villages and hamlets in 
the same state as P‘i-t‘ou and Shui-nan. 
The neighbourhood in question is drained 
by the river that runs through Chi-an Fu, 
and in that direction the waters carried 
down in rapid succession the corpses of 
those who had attempted to save them- 
selves by clinging to boards and beams, 
mothers with children at their breast, 
and old men holding the hands of their 
grandchildren; all tossing about on the 
surface of the river, now sinking and now 


rising, for three days before they finally. 


disappeared. The disaster is without 
parallel in the history of the Chi-an Pre- 
fecture, and Memorialist has assured him- 
self of the truth of the facts he relates 
both by correspondence with his family 
and by cunversation with such of his fellow- 
pravincials as have arrived at Peking since 
the ocurrence of the inundation. He 
therefore ;rays His Majesty to direct the 
Kianzai Provincial Government to do all 
in their power to provide temporarily for 
the homeless and destitute survivors in 
the villages in question. 

(2) Chi Ho, ‘Tartar-General’ at Hang- 
chow, begs that he may be permitted to 
vacate his post and receive employment in 
Peking. He represents that he has just 
received a home letter informing him that 
his step-mother had been attacked, on 
30th October, by a pectoral complaint, re- 
sulting in a gradual loss of appetite and 
indistinctness of articulation. The doctors 
gave as their opinion, that, considering 
the-age and debility of the patient, it 
would be unsafe to apply any drastic 
remedy, but that a course of careful 
nursing was the only process by which she 
might hope to recover her health. Memo- 
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trialist was sorely affected by this intelli- 
gence. When he left Peking for his post 
he did not take his step-mother with him, 
knowing that she would be unable to bear 
the fatigue of the journey and the exces- 
sive moisture of the South; and he ac- 
cordingly left his wife and children behind 
to tend her. Her parting words tu him 
were to exert himself in the service of the 
state and not to think of her in her old 
age ; and as she was at that time active in 
her movements and hearty in her appetite, 
Memorialist felt constrained, though sorely 
against his inclination, to leave her. He 
has now received the bad news of her failing 
health, and when he reflects that he has 
no brother to attend to her, and that hia 
children are young and unequal to the task 
of nursing her, the thought renders it im- 
possible for him to devote proper attention 
to his official duties, or even to obtain 
rest at night. After much anxious reflec- 
tion he has determined, as there are at 
present no important affairs demanding 
his presence at Hangchow, to petition His 
Majesty to recal him to Peking that he 
may be able to duly attend to his step- 
mother.—His petition has been granted by 
Decree earlier issued. 

December 29th.—(1) A Decree, observ- 
ing that for many years past no returns of 
expenditure in connection with the supply 
of ponies on the government post-roads 
have been submitted to the Buard, and, 
requiring an account of all past disburse- 
ments under this head from the provincial 
governments. In future it is directed that 
such returns be sent in regularly once a 
year. 

(2) A Decree, bestowing marks of Im- 
perial approbation on two officers who were 
instrumental in suppressing a seditious 
assuciation, whose head-quarters were at 
Shan Yang Hai in the Prefecture of Shih- 
nan, Hupei, and effecting the capture of 
Yang Teny-chiin, the chief of the organisa- 
tion. 

December 30th.—(1) A Decree, sanction- 
ing the request of Liu K‘un-yi to be 
allowed to apply torture to Hu Chiu-ch‘uan, 
a cashiered Lieutenant-Colonel in the 
Chinese army. The officer in question was, 
some time since, directed to arrest the 
principals in a case of murder. He how- 
ever arrested two innocent persons, and, 
by dint of bribes and threats, procured wit- 
nesses to falsely depose totheir identity. He 
then forced his prisoners by torture to con- 
fess to the crime, and caused them to be 
executed. ‘The real perpetrators of the 
murder were subsequently captured, and 
confessed without reservation tu the crime, 
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The Lieutenant-Colonel, throughout his 
trial, has attempted to evade the charge by 
falsehood and prevarication, and severe 
torture will now be applied to wring a con- 
fession from him. The Salt Commissioner 
of Huai-an, together with the Prefect of 
that place, the acting Magistrates of Mu- 

ng and Ch’ing-ho, and an expectant sub- 
Prefect, by name Shan Chih-heng, all of 
whom were connected with the former trial, 
are directed to vacate their posts and await 
the result of the present inquiry. 

(2) Memorial from Li Hung-chang. Me- 
morialist some time since reported to His 
Majesty that experimental mining opera- 
tions for coal and iron had been set on foot 
at K‘ai-p‘ing, and that he had directed the 
Tientsin Customs Taotai and T‘ang Taotai 
to exercise a joint superintendence over the 
work. Foreign appliances are now made 
use of to extract the coal, and the output 
of the colliery for the last few years has 
been very considerable. As it is now in 
contemplation to construct various appli- 
ances for coast defence, and large quanti- 
ties of coal and iron are required for the 
use of the arsenals and the newly-arrived 
gunboats, it is proposed, in view of the 
great benefit that has been derived from 
the opening of the coal mines, to commence 
the working of the adjacent iron mines. 
With this object in view T‘ang Taotai 
was directed to survey the neighbour- 
hood of Oh‘ing-liang Shan in Ch‘ien-an 
Haien, and Ma-tzti Kou and Feng-shan in 
the Ch‘en-chia hills forming part of the 
jurisdiction of Luan Chou. In all of these 

laces he found rich indications of iron, a 

undred piculs of which were collected and 
despatched to England to be tested there. 
- Should the metal prove to be good quality, 
mining operations, on a limited scale at 
first, will be commenced next spring. As 
it will be necessary for a competent officer 
to be constantly on the spot to superintend 
the work, and T‘ang Taotai will be pre- 
vented by his duties in connection with the 
China Merchants’ S8.S.N. Company from 
bestowing due attention on the under- 
taking, Memorialist begs to recommend for 
the appointment Wu Chih-ch‘ang, a native 
of Kuangtung and an expectant Prefect, 
whose acquaintance with Western langu- 
ages, combined with an exceptional know- 
ledge of mining processes, sufficiently 
justify the selection. 


December 31st.—(1) Chu I-tseng ( KY 
oe is appointed Civil Vice-Governor and 
Provincial Literary Examiner of Feng-t‘ien. 


(2) A Decree with reference to a proposal 
of the Censor Chang Tao-yiian that no 


Google 


recommendations of high officials for post- 
humous distinctions be made to His 
Majesty after a period of ten years dating 
from the death of such officials. The suy- 
gestion of the Censor will not be sanctioned, 
but the Provincial Governments are di- 
rected in future to exercise yreater caution 
in this matter, and to recommend no 
deceased official for distinction unless there 
exist a strong and unanimous feeliny as to 
his merits throughout the province. 


(3) Huang ‘I‘i-fang (iy) is ap- 


pointed Chief Supervisor of Instruction. 


(4) Li Hung-chang prays that he may 
be allowed to expend Tls. 33,700 in the 
purchase of 2,400,000 bundles of kaoliang 
straw, to be used next year for the purpose 
of repairing the banks of the Yung-ting 
River. —Granted by Rescript. 

(5) The same officer reports that this 
autumu’s harvest was plentiful throughout 
Chihli, and that there is little or no dis- 
tress prevailing in any part of the province. 
There were two falls of snow during 
November, and the crops already sown 
derived much benefit from the moisture 
thus ubtained. Memorialist has made all 
the necessary arrangements for the protec- 
tion of the province during the winter, 
and the early commencement of the river. 
works in the spring. The Pei Ho being 
now frozen over, he proposes to start on 
the 12th instant for Pao-ting Fu, where he 
will spend the winter. : 

(6) Memorial from Ting. Pao-chen, 
Governor-General of Szechuen, asking for 
permission to call upon the provincials for 
a voluntary subscription towards the ex- 
penses of the provincial government during 
the coming year. Memorialist observes 
that Szechuen is yearly called upon to 
contribute large sums towards the support 
of troops in other provinces, whilst at the 
same time the sources of income within 
the province are gradually diminishing. 
He takes as an instance the fact that con- 
siderable sums were formerly collected at 
the Customs and lekin barriers, but of late 
there has been a heavy falling off in the 
receipts, owing to the issue at Ichang and 
Hankow of transit passes which free the 
goods from the charges in question. The 
provincial resources have been for many 
years supplemented by an annual con- 
tribution, which has always been willingly 
paid by the people. It is therefore 
proposed that, as the taxes in Szechuen 
are light, and the harvest this year 
has been satisfactory, recourse be again 
had to this method of raising money. 
The well-to-do will be invited to contribute 
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according to their means, but no pressure 
will be applied in any case. Should the 
money subscribed by those in moderate 
circumstances not be sufficient to entitle 
the individual subscribers to some mark of 
Imperial approbation, Memorialist proposes 
to petition His Majesty to grant an extra 
hsiu-ts‘ai degree to the community in con- 
sideration of such contributions. The poorer 
classes will not be expected to contribute 
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at all, and a small contribution will be held 
sufficient from those parts in which the 
harvest has been under the average, The 
great aim of the collection will be to re- 
plenish the provincial exchequer without 
oppressing the provincials, and as Memo- 
rialist feels sure this end can be attained, 
he begs that His Majesty’s sanction may 
be given to his proposal.—Granted by 
Rescript. 
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. 2, liue 20, for of read on. 


37, 5, Baturn read Ba‘uru, 
24, ,, 2nd read 3rd. 
36 and 43, for logs read bags. 
43, for lay read lie. 
29, ,, Baturn read Baturu. 
49, ,, h'iian read ch’tian. 
45, ,, analagous read analogous. 
42 and 59, for Baturn read Buturu. 
32, for Baturn read Baturu. 
25, before two insert of. 
2, for or read on. 
44, after anonymous dele now. 
51, for 28¢h read 21st. 
6, 5, overlasting read everlasting. 
58, ,, right read sight, 
17, ,, If read Of. 
14, ,, leg read beg. 
26, Ch’eng-tie read Ch’eng tu. 
35, after Mao-kung dele Ying. 
3, before the insert of. 
34, for attacking read attaching. 
12, ,, difficulty read difficult. 
last, for minitary read military. 
37, for bridges read brigades. 
13 and 14, for The Prince of Li. The Prince of Hui, read The 
Princes of Li, Tun, Kung, and Hui. 
46, for Tang read Yang. 
12, ,, cession read cessation. 
53, ,, (I) read (2). 
50, ,, have read of. 
1, 5, Zang read Yang. 
last, for ton read tow. 
18 and 19, for competent read incompetent. 
38, after procceds of dele =. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL TABLE 


OF THE 


’ HIGH OFFICIALS COMPOSING THE CENTRAL AND PROVINCIAL 
GOVERNMENTS OF CHINA. 


[Norz.—This Table, which first appeared in the China Review, has been revised to 
the end of 1881.] 


In the China Review of June, 1878, there appeared a Table of Chinese 
Provincial Officials, compiled from notes that the late Mr. Mayers had 
made during his long residence in China. Mr. Mayers intended, had his 
life been spared, to have prepared a much faller record of the services of 
the principal metropolitan and provincial officials, and such a work from 
his pen would have been as valuable as interesting. The following Paper 
is an attempt to carry out on a very small scale Mr. Mayers’ design. 

At present, unless from his own experience, any knowledge of the 
previous career of a Chinese official on the part of a foreigner must be 
exceptional. There is no work in a Western language to which reference 
can be made when a question arises as to the history of men and events 
in China since the Treaty of 1860. The Chinese do not write biographies 
of living statesmen; and there is no publication in Chinese giving the 
posts that a man has held previously to his present appointment. Unless 
access can be obtained to an official’s li li * a FRE) or + EK 4: or 
to the records of the Board of Civil Office, the student of modern Chinese 
biography is reduced to blue books and the files of the Peking Gazette. 

Where the search for reliable information is so difficult, mistakes are 
sure to abound; and it is undoubtedly so in the present case. For 
instance, it is often stated by foreigners with the best reputation for 
Chinese scholarship that Li Hung-chang is the son of a small farmer, 
and that he learnt the Classics while following the plough on his father’s 
farm, which of course would do him great credit—if it were true. In 
fact, however, the Grand Secretary is no exception to the rule that 
successful scholars come of old literary families; for he can boast five 
generations of lettered ancestors, and his father was a Fellow of the 
Hanlin College. 





* The account of his previous career which every official must take with him 
when granted audience by the Emperor. 

. t The copy of his approved essay which every successful candidate at either 
of the higher examinations has printed for the edification of his friends, Besides the 
essay itself many particulars as to the author’s parentage, &c, &c., are given. 
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Notes and Explanations. 


(1) The ensuing Table includes the Ministers of the Grand Council, 
the Grand Secretariat, and the Yamén of Foreign Affairs, composing the 
executive of the Central Government; and all civilian officers of the 
Provincial Governments above the rank of Taotai, with the exception of 
the Literary Chancellors (Hsiieh Chéng Sh BX). These officers take no 
part in the administration of executive government, and their names 
would merely ecumber a List intended for the use of foreigners. In 
addition, all officers of and above the rank of Taotai concerned with 
International business in China or abroad have been included. 

(2) Besides the posts held after reaching the rank of Taotai, as far 
as they could be ascertained, the writer has entered in the List the native 
Province of each official, and his ch‘w shén cH ) or mode of first 
appointment, whether by purchase or by obtaining a literary degree, and, 
if the latter, the degree taken. The data thus obtained suggest several 
considerations of interest. 

To those who regard China as under a foreign yoke it will seem 
strange that out of the 156 officials in this List, forming as they 
undoubtedly do the Supreme Government of the country, only 33 should 
be Manchus; yet such is the fact. The proportion of Manchus in the 
military service is perhaps greater; but it should be remembered that in 
China emphatically cedunt arma toge. 

It would appear that the purchase of office, from which huge sums 
have been obtained by the Government during the last twenty years, has 
affected to a very small extent indeed the higher offices in the State. 
Only 18 officials ont of the 156 names in the List obtained their first 
appointment by purchase, and of these only 4 have reached the rank of 
Judicial Commissioner. 

(3) In order to give an idea of the area of selection from which 
those who obtain the higher literary degrees in China are taken, the 
following rough estimate has been prepared. 

Taking 30 years as the average age at which the degree of 
Metropolitan Graduate is obtained, and supposing European mortality 
tables to hold good, each man may be expected to live 32 years after 
taking that degree; and the examination being triennial, with the 
addition of ngén k‘é CA Fb or Special Grace Examinations, which may 
be estimated at 4 in the 32 years, there will be alive at one time 14 
persons who have received the degree of Primus, and 4,900 Metropolitan 
Graduates, 350 being selected at each examination. Taking 25 years as 
the average age at which the degree of Provincial Graduate is taken, a 
man may be expected to live 36 years after taking the degree, and the 
other conditions being the same as with the Metropolitan Graduates, there 
will be alive at one time 21,168 Provincial Graduates, 1,323 being 
selected at each’ examination. Following Mr. Hippisley, who places the 
population of China at two hundred and fifty million, there will be 125 
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million males, of whom, according to the rough native estimate,* one- 
fifth or 25 million receive enough education to bring them within the 
area of selection. Then Primus is one in 1,785,000, a Metropolitan 
Graduate one in 5,100, and a Provincial Graduate one in 1,180. Mr. 
Galton, in his ‘Hereditary Genius,” fixes the value of the epithet 
“eminent ” when used in that work as one in 4,000, and “illustrious” as , 
one in a million. The distinction at home, which bears most resemblance 
to that of Primus in China, is perhaps that of Senior Wrangler a4 
Cambridge. Taking 23 as the average age of entrance to the Mathema- 
tical Tripos, there will be 37 Senior Wranglers alive at one time, 37 
being the expectation of life for a man at 23 years of age. The number 
of males in Great Britain is nearly 16 million. Taking the same 
proportion as in China, viz., + of that number as the area of selection, or _ 
3,200,000, a Senior Wrangler would be one in 86,500. This comparison 
will not bear scrutiny : it is suggested merely as a help towards forming 
a rough idea of the value of degrees in China. 

(4) An admirable account of the various official ranks and degrees 
mentioned in the following Table, will be found in Mr. Mayers’ “‘ Chinese 
Government,” whence the English equivalents given below have been 
taken in every case. . 

The following abbreviations have been employed :— 

M. 45=Metropolitan Graduate of the year 1845. 

Pr.=Primus ; S.=Secundus; T.—Tertius; Q.—Quartus. 

P. G.=Provincial Graduate. 

L.=Licentiate. 


H.=Honorary Degree (eS +}. 

M. S.—=Military Service Cet wy). 

P.=Parchase [B4 4b]. 

To save space the first two figures have been omitted in writing the 
year, €.g. 79=1879. 

Ma.=Mancha. 

Mg.=Mongul. 

H.=Han-chiin, REN Fl, the Chinese who went over to the Mauchnu 
side, when the latter possessed themselves of the Throne in the 17th 
century—Chinese Bannermen, . 

Chkg.—Chéhkiang ; Chli.—Chilli; Fkn.—Fuhkien; Ho.—Honan ; 
Hn.—Hunan; Hp.—Hupeh; Kan.—Kansuh; Kgsi.—Kiangsi; Kgsu. 
—Kiangsu ; Kwei.—Kweichow; Kwtg.—Kwangtung ; Kwsi.—Kwangsi ; 
Ngh.—Nganhwei; Shen.—Shensi; Shsii—Shansi; Shtg.—Shantung ; 
Szch.—Szech‘wan ; Yiin.—Yiinnan ; Two Kwang, Governor-Generalship 
of Kwangtung and Kwangsi; Two Kiang, Kiangsu, Nganhwei, and 
Kiangsi; Min Chéh, Fohkien and Chéhkiang; Yuin Kwei, Yiinnan and 
Kweichow. : 


* ca 4 L is] in the proportion of 2-4-2-2, 
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